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JOURNEY 

THROUGH 

-THE      ASTURIAS. 

OV I E  D  O,  the  capital  of  the  Afturlas, 
ftands  near  the  conflux  of  two  iittle 
rivers,  which  pour  their  water  into  the  Bay 
of  Bifcay,  at  Villaviciofa.     It  was  built  by 
Froila,  or  Fruela,   the  fon   of  Alfonfo  I. 
furnamed  El  Catolico,  and  made  the  feat  of 
his  dominion.  This  city  contains  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  fixty  families,  and 
has  five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  communicants,  befides  children  under 
ten  years  of  age,  who  are  computed  to  be 
about  one  thoufand  fix  hundred;    fo  that 
the  whole  population  being  feven  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-five,  they  are  not 
five    to    a    family.      It   has    four   parifh 
churches,  eight  chapels,  fix  convents,  and 
a  fufiicient  number  of  priefi:s,  with  a  bifhop, 
his  auxiliary,  and  thirty-fix  canons.     The 
Vol.  II.  B  bifliopric 
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chaplain,  his  fecretary,  and  two  pages; 
beiides  thefe,  his  nephew,  who  is  one  of 
the  canons,  Hved  with  him,  and  his  great 
nephew,  my  travelUng  companion,  was  oc- 
cafionally  there.  The  pages  wait  at  his  ta- 
ble, and  attend  him  when  he  goes  from 
home.  The  remainder  of  their  time  is  oc- 
cupied with  fludies,  and  when  qualified, 
they  rife  into  the  prieilhood,  and,  admitted 
to  the  table,  become  companions,  till  a  liv- 
ing offers  to  which  the  bifhop  can  prefent 
them.  The  padre  ciira,  that  is,  the  redor 
of  S.  Andres  de  Aguera,  had  been  one  of 
thefe,  and  whilfl  I  was  at  Oviedo,  an  amia- 
ble young  page  v/as  ordained  prieft,  faid 
his  firfl  mafs,  and  fat  down  with  us  at 
table. 

Having  been  recommended  by  count 
Campomanes  to  the  intendant,  I  fometimes, 
with  the  canon,  frequented  his  te^'tulla,  or 
evening  allembly,  where  I  never  failed  to 
meet  the  count  de  Penalba,  a  friend  of 
Campomanes.  Here  I  found  two  apart- 
ments, one  for  cards,  the  other  for  conver- 
fation,  both  neat,  the  fonner  fpacious  and 
well  proportioned.  The  company  aiTem.- 
bled  in  the  card  room  was  numerous;  their 
game  v/as  lottery,  a  game  requiring  neither 
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judgment  nor  memory;  but  the  room  for 
converfation  was  deferted.  The  count  in- 
deed was  fo  poUte  as  to  quit  the  card- table; 
but  as  I  felt  that  I  had  no  right  to  expedt 
fuch  a  facrifice,  I  ftaid  only  a  fhort  time, 
and  then  either  tormented  the  biiliop,  who 
was  no  Frenchman,  with  my  miferable 
Spanifh,  or,  when  I  thought  that  I  had  fuf- 
ficiently  trefpaffed  on  his  goodnefs,  I  re- 
tired to  my  room, 

•-x  A  few  days  after  my  arrival,  I  was  pre- 
fent  at  a  grand  proceffion  of  the  bifhop, 
with  his  canons,  attended  by  the  principal 
inhabitants,  carrying  torches,  and  preceded 
by  the  afhes  of  Santa  Eululia,  to  implore 
rain  from  heaven.  But  this  patronefs  of 
the  diocefe,  deaf  to  their  petitions,  would 
not  intercede  for  one  refreihing  fhower, 
and  in  confequence  the  maize  was  fcorched 
up,  and  produced  but  little  grain;  being 
at  the  time  in  blolTom,  it  required  daily 
fliowers  to  prevent  the  blight.  ) 

From  the  frequency  of  proceffion  s,  the 
confumption  of  wax  becomes  conliderable 
in  every  part  of  Spain,  more  efpecially 
where  the  country  is  not  watered,  either  by 
rivers  or  by  the  noria.     But  I  am  inclined 
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to  thiink,  that  the  fame  expence,  if  pro- 
perly applied,  would  in  mofl  places  fecure  a 
never  failing  fupply  of  water,  and  pay  good 
interefl  for  the  capital  employed.  Govern- 
ment is  fenfible  of  this,  and  with  a  view  to 
watering,  as  well  as  to  navigation,  encou- 
rages the  canals,  not  as  with  us,  by  leaving 
this  mofl  important  work  to  private  adven- 
turers, but  as  a  national  concern,  at  the 
national  expence. 

After  the  proceffion,  I  went  to  vilit  the 
Jlofpicfoy  or  general  work-houfe,  and  found 
the  numbers  confined  to  be,  men,  fixty- 
five  J  boys,  fifty-five  -y  women,  ninety;  girls, 
feventyj  not  including  infants  out  at  nurfe. 
The  houfe  is  large  and  commodious,  con- 
fifting  of  four  fpacious  quadrangles,  three 
ftories  high,  and  perfedly  well  fitted  up, 
with  comfortable  work-rooms  and  dormi- 
tories }  fome  of  thefe  I  found  two  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  in  length,  lofty  and  wide.  To 
fupport  this  eftablifhment,  the  funds  are 
thirty  thoufand  ducats  annually,  arifing  from 
licences  to  fell  brandy  in  the  Afturias;  three 
thoufand  from  rents  of  land;  and  fome 
other  emoluments 3  being  together  equal  to 
four  thoufand  pounds  fterlin^,  befides  thq 

prQ- 
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produce  of  their  labour,  which  is  ftated  at 
three  thoufand  reales,  or  thirty  pounds  per 
annum,  including  what  they  make  for  their 
own  confumption.  Among  the  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  perfons  fhut  up  in  this 
fiofpicio,  I  faw  no  cripples,  fo  that  their 
labour  may  be  fairly  reckoned  at  two  fliil- 
lings  and  three  halfpence  each  per  annum. 
The  expence  of  every  pauper  to  the  public 
is  not  fo  eafily  calculated,  becaufe  they  re- 
ceive all  deferted  children.  Here  the  mother 
has  nothing  to  do  but  to  put  the  child  into 
the  cradle,  ring  the  bell,  and  then  retire. 

Befides  this  refuge  for  the  poor,  and  for 
their  children,   the   bifhop  caufes  feventy 
reales   to  be  diflributed  every  morning  at 
his   gates,   giving   either   a   quarto  or   an 
ochavo  to  all  who  come,  and  weekly  pen- 
fions  both  to  widows  and  to  orphans.     In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  canons  fcatter  their 
alms  plentifully  as  they  walk  the  ftreets; 
and  the  fix  convents  adminifler  bread  and 
broth  at  noon,  more  efpeciaily   the  Bene- 
dictines, who,  as    the  moil:   wealthy,   are 
moft  liberal  in  their  donations.   When  lick, 
the  poor  have  a  commodious  hofpital  al- 
ways ready  to  receive  them. 

B  4  Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  done, 
and  what  more,  in  the  way  of  charity,  can 
be  devifw  J  ?  beggars,  clothed  in  rags,  and 
covered  with  vermin,  fwarm  in  every  (Ireet. 
Is  it  not  therefore  evident,  that  they  have 
done  too  much,  increaling  both  the  -.^lum- 
bers  and  the  diftreifes  of  the  poor  by  the 
very  means  which  have  been  employed  to 
relieve  their  wants. 

What  incitement  can  we  here  find  to  in^ 
duflry  ?  for,  who  will  dig  a  well  when  he 
may  draw  water  from  the  fountain  ?  Is  he 
hungry  ?  the  monafleries  will  feed  him.  I5 ' 
he  fick  ?  an  hofpital  flands  open  to  receive 
him.  Has  he  children?  he  need  not  labour 
to  fupport  them^  they  are  well  provided  for 
"without  his  care.  Is  he  too  lazy  to  go  in 
fearch  of  food  ?  he  need  only  retire  to  the 
liofpicio. 

Dry  up  the  fountain,  and  every  man  will 
inflantly  begin  to  dig  a  well;  burn  the 
hofpicio,  or  difTipate  its  funds ;  give  no  re- 
lief but  as  a  reward,  that  it  may  prove  ^ 
flimulus  to  induftry,  and  although  at  iirfl; 
the  diilrefs  will  be  increafed,  and  the  popu- 
lation will  be  diminifhed,  yet,  as  the  fruit 
©f  that   induflry,  which   can  fpring  only 

from 
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from  diftrefs,  the  population  will  after-, 
wards  advance  in  a  conftant  and  regular 
progreffion,  wealth  will  be  diffufed,  and 
diftrefs  will  be  confined  to  the  cottage  of 
the  llothful. 

I  was  exceedingly  pleafed  with  the  an- 
fwer  pf  the  bilhop,  when  I  one  day  took 
the  liberty  to  afk  him,  if  lie  did  not  think 
he  was  doing  harm  by  the  diflribution  of 
alms.  -'  Moft  undoubtedly,"  f^id  he ;  "  but 
"  then  it  is  the  part  of  the  magiflrate  to 
"  clear  the  flreets  of  beggars  -,  it  is  my 
**  duty  to  give  alms  to. all  that  aflc." 

Among  the  widows  penfioned  by  the 
bifhop,  were  many  who  had  uved  in  afflu- 
ence whillt  they  had  hufbands.  Tliefe  were 
the  widows  of  lawyers,  who  are  numerous, 
and  fpend  all  their  gains. 

I  went  afterwards  with  don  Antonio 
Durand,  and  don  Francifco  Roca,  to  vifit 
the  hofpital,  of  which  the  former  is  phyli- 
cian,  the  latter  furgeon.  The  moil  re- 
markable cafes  were,  tertians,  dropfies,  and 
a  difeafe  peculiar  to  this  province,  called 
Ma/  de  la  Rofa. 

The  tertians  were  only  remarkable,  as 
yielding  to  the  lancet,  followed  by  emetics, 

cathartics. 
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cathartics,  and  the  bark.  Perhaps  the  latter 
were  the  really  efficacious  remedies,  and  all 
the  merit  of  the  former  might  be  merely 
negative.  The  dropfies  were  foon  cured 
by  cathartics,  and  abftinence  from  drink, 
allowing  no  liquid  but  half  a  pint  of  wine 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

The  Mai  de  Rofa  has  been  conlidered  as 
a  fpscies  of  the  leprofy;  but  to  me  it  ap- 
pears to  have  no  affinity  with  that  difeafe. 
It  attacks  the  back  of  the  hands,  the  in- 
fleps,  and  the  neck,  where  it  defcends  the 
flernum,  almoft  to  the  cartilago  ziphoides, 
but  the  reft  of  the  body  is  free.  At  firil  it 
appears  red,  accompanied  with  pain  and 
heat,  but  ends  in  fcurf.  In  the  progrefs  of 
this  difeafe,  vertigo  and  delirium  fucceed, 
with  foul  tongue,  laffitude,  chillinefs,  tears, 
and,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  Dr.  Du- 
fand,  a  peculiar  propenfity  to  drown  them- 
felves;  it  goes  av/ay  in  fummer,  and  returns 
in  fpring.  The  difeafe  may  be  cured  by  nitre 
and  gentle  cathartics ,  but,  if  negleded,  it 
terminates  in  fcrophula,  marafma,  melan- 
choly, and  madnefs. 

At  Oviedo,  as  in  moft  of  the  great  towns 
in  Spain,  an  hofpitai  for  the  lues  is  opened 

three 
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three  times  In  the  year,  to  receive  as  many 
as  the  hofpital  will  hold  j  but  the  furgeons 
all  over  the  peninfula  complain  that  pa- 
tients are  tardy  in  their  application.  This 
may  arife  either  from  the  violence  of  their 
treatment,  or  from  the  mildnels  of  the 
fymptoms;  but  v/hatever  caufe  may  be  af- 
figned,  the  confequence  is,  the  univerfal 
prevalence  of  that  complaint. 

The  difeafes  which  feem  to  be  endeml- 
cal  in  the  Afturias,  are,  intermittents,  drop- 
fies,  hyfleria,  hypochondriafis,  fcrophula, 
bronchocele,  glandular  obft ructions,  ca- 
chexies, fcurvy,  leprofy,  madnefs,  epilepfy, 
attended  with  worms,  apoplexy,  and  palfy, 
rheumatifm,  phthifis,  and  erifipelas,  with 
the  mal  de  rofa,  and  the  fama,  or  the 
itch. 

For  the  leprofy  they  have  in  the  Anu- 
rias twenty  hofpitals,  called  Lazaros,  It 
appears  in  various  forms:  fome  patients  are 
covered  over  with  a  white  dry  fcurf,  and 
look  like  millers ;  in  others  the  flcin  is  al- 
moft  black,  very  thick,  full  of  wrinkles, 
und;uous,  and  covered  with  a  loathfome 
crufl ;  others  have  one  leg  and  thigh  enor- 
moufly  fweljed,  and  full  of  varices,  puftules, 

and 
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and  ulcers,  fending  forth  a  mofl  abomina- 
ble fmell.  All  complain  of  heat,  with  moft 
intolerable  itcliing.  Some  patients,  inflead 
of  the  great  leg,  have  a  moll:  enormous 
fwelling  of  one  hand,  more  efpecially  the 
female  fubjed;s,  or  elfe  have  the  features  of 
the  face  fwoln  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  hardly 
to  retain  the  human  form^  others  again 
have  carbuncles,  big  as  hazle  nuts,  all  over 
the  furfiice  of  their  body. 

The  common  itch  (fcabies)  is  little  lefs 
difgufting  than  the  leproly  thus  tranliently 
defcribed.  It  ufually  attacks  the  heads  of 
children,  and  is  attended  vi^ith  ulcers  of  the 
foukfl  nature,  itching  intolerable,  and  lice 
innumerable.  It  is  commonly  preceded  by 
horripilation  and  a  frebricula,  which  termi- 
nate in  the  expulfion  of  numerous  little 
pimples  like  the  fmall  pox ;  thefe,  in 
healthy  fubje(fts,  are  large,  pointed,  red, 
quickly  fuppurating^  but  at  the  end  of 
nine  or  ten  months  they  go  avv^ay.  Bad 
fubjeds  have  this  difeafe  for  life.  The  fe- 
males are  more  expofed  to  it  than  males. 

Agues,  fevers,  and  even  pleurifies,  are 
faid  often  to  terminate  in  fcabies,  and  this 
fi-eq^uently  gives  place  to  them,  returning 

hov/ever 
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however  when  the  fever  ceafes.  In  adults 
it  takes  polTeilion  of  the  hands  and  arms, 
with  the  legs  and  thighs,  covering  them 
with  a  filthy  cruft.  In  wet  weather  the 
itching  becomes  more  troublefome,  and  to- 
wards midnight  is  infupportable.  The  pa- 
tients, who  labour  under  this  difeafe,  breed 
firones,  a  kind  of  vermin  exceedingly  mi- 
nute, yet  vifible  without  the  affiftance  of  a 
lens,  which  form  channels  between  the  cu- 
ticle and  the  Ikin. 

The  predifpofmg  caufe  of  all  thefe  dlf- 
cafes  may  be  fought  for  in  humidity,  arifing 
from  the  peculiar  fituation  of  this  province. 
This  hilly  country,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  and  to  the  fouth  by 
fnowy  mountains,  is  always  temperate,  and 
generally  moift.  The  N.  E.  wind  indeed 
is  dry,  attended  with  a  bright  fky,  and  with 
a  bracing  air,  but  v/ith  every  other  wind 
the  fun  is  obfcured  by  clouds.  The  north 
wind  always  produces  the  moil  dreadful 
tempefls,  and  the  N.  W.  is  Httle  better  i 
both  bring  rain  in  fummer,  and  the  v/eil 
wind  comes  loaded  at  all  times  v/ith  moif- 
ture  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  In  May^ 
June,  and  July,  they  feldom  fee  the  fun ; 

but 
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but  then,  to  balance  this,  in  Auguft  and 
September  they  as  feldom  fee  a  cloud.  The 
coaft  is  here  not  only  temperate,  but  moft 
free  from  rain;  but  fuch  is  the  moifture 
of  the  hills,  that  no  care  is  fufficient  to 
preferve  their  fruits,  their  grain,  their  in- 
flruments  of  iron,  from  mould,  from  rot, 
from  ruft.  Both  the  acetous  and  the  pu- 
trid fermentation  here  make  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs. 

Belides  the  relaxing  humidity  of  the  cli- 
mate, the  common  food  of  the  inhabitants 
contributes  much  to  the  prevalence  of  moft 
difeafes  which  infeft  this  principality.  They 
eat  little  fleih,  they  drink  little  wine :  their 
ufual  diet  is  Indian  corn,  with  beans,  peas, 
chefnuts,  apples,   pears,  melons,  and  cu- 
\  cumbers;   and  even  their  bread,  made  of 
Indian  corn,  has  neither  barm  nor  leaven, 
i  but  is  unfermented,   and  in  the  ftate   of 
1  dough.     Their  drink  is  water. 

This  account,  coUeded  from  gentlemen 
of  the  profeflion,  is  confirmed  in  the  valua- 
ble work  of  don  Gafpar  CafTal,  an  old  phy- 
fician,  of  more  than  common  obfervation 
and  experience,  who  has  given  to  the  pub- 
lic a  natural  hiflory  of  the  Ailurias. 

Although 
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Although  fubjedt  to  fuch  a  variety  of  en- 
demical  difeafes,  few  countries  can  produce 
more  examples  of  longevity :  many  live  to 
the  age  of  a  hundred,  fome  to  a  hundred 
and  ten,  and  others  much  longer.  The 
fame  obfervation  may  be  extended  to  Gal- 
licla,  where,  in  the  parifh  of  S.  Juan  de 
Poyo,  A.  D.  1724,  the  curate  adminiftered 
the  facrament  to  thirteen  perfons,  whofe 
ages  together  made  one  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety- nine,  the  youngeft  of  thefe 
being  one  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  oldeft 
one  hundred  and  twenty-feven.  But  in 
Villa  de  Fofinanes,  one  Juan  de  Outeyro,  a 
poor  labourer,  died  in  the  year  1726,  aged 
more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  -  fix 
years. 

When  we  confider  the  temperature  of 
the  climate,  arifmg  from  its  humidity,  to- 
gether with  the  cooling  winds  from  the 
Atlantic  and  the  fnowy  mountains,  we  muft 
naturally  expe<ft  to  find  inftances  of  pro- 
tra<!^ed  age,  with  the  prevalence  of  chroni- 
cal complaints,  fuch  maladies  as  are  feldom 
mortal.  Whereas  in  warmer  and  in  drier 
climates,  nature  comes  fooner  to  maturity, 

6  is 


[     i6    ] 

is  fubjecfl  to  more  acute  difeafes,  and,  like 
combuftibles  when  burning  with  a  vivid 
ilame,  is  rapidly  confumed. 

The  phyfician  reported  a  cafe  too  fin- 
gular  to  be  eafily  forgotten :  a  young  man, 
aged  twenty-eight,  complaining  of  a  fever, 
was  bled  twice  without  relief;  and  having 
fome  fymptoms  which  indicated  a  different 
treatment,  they  gave  him  a  bitter  purge, 
which  brought  from  him,  in  one  day,  one 
hundred  and  feventy  -  three  large  worms, 
(the  teretes).  Five  days  after  this  he  paf- 
fed  one  hundred  twenty-four,  and  the  next 
day  feventy- three,  and  died. 

From  the  general  hofpital,  I  went  with 
don  Nicolas  Trelles  to  viiit  an  hofpital  for 
pilgrims,  of  which  he  is  chaplain  and  con- 
feifor.  It  is  a  miferable  building,  with  a 
wretched  hall,  and  numerous  cells,  by  way 
of  bed-rooms.  Here  pilgrims  from  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  who  are  going  to 
proftrate  themfelves  before  the  altar  of  S. 
Jago,  in  Gallicia,  are  received  and  iodged 
for  three  nights.  When  they  arrive  in  O- 
viedo,  they  prefent  themfelves  before  one 
particular  altar,*and  receive  every  man  ten 

quartos* 
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Quartos.  Should  he  chance  to  die  here,  he 
is  buried  with  more  pomp-  than  the  iirft 
nobleman  of  the  province,  and  is  attended 
by  all  the  canons  to  the  grave. 

The  rage  for  pilgrimage  is  much  abated; 
but  there  are  people  living,  who  remember 
when  it  was  the  fa/hion  for  all  young  men 
of  fpirit,  both  in  Italy  and  France,  before 
they  married,  to  go  as  pilgrims  to  S.  Jago  ; 
and  even  now  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee 
ftraggling  fome  few  old  men,  and  many 
companies  of  young  ones,  purfuing  the  fame 
route.  -  We  met  twelve  fine  made  fellows, 
who  came  from  Navarre,  finging  the  ro- 
fary,  and  haftening  towards  the  next  con- 
vent, where  they  expecfted  to  lodge,  and  re- 
ceive more  money  for  the  journey. 

S.  Jago,  if  I  am  not  miflaken,  was  the 
firfb  who  preached  the  gofpel  to  the  Spa- 
niards; but  however  this  may  be,  their  de- 
votion fprings  from  gratitude;  and  the  re- 
verence of  all  furrounding  nations,  who  are 
acquainted  with  his  military  fame,  is  the 
juft  reward  of  his  undaunted  prowefs, 
when,  mounted  on  a  white  horfe,  he  ap- 
peared in  the  air  fighting  againft  the  infi- 
dels,  and   putting   them  to   fiight   before 

V^T    TT  r  Ramiro, 
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Ramiro,  at  the  battle  of  Simancas.  (A,  D, 
927.) 

The  light  of  pilgrims  naturally  reminded 
me  of  relics,  and  excited  a  curiofity  to  vifit 
thofe  of  the  cathedral;  and  for  that  purpofe 
I  made , application  to  the  biihop,  who  the 
next  morning  fent  his  nephev/,  the  canon, 
to  fhew  me  every  thing  moil  curious  among 
their  treafures.     Tradition  fays,  but  I  do 
not  undertake  to  vindicate  the  truth  of  its 
report,  nor  indeed  would  our  good  biOiop  -, 
tradition  fays,  and  our  good   bifliop,  with 
becoming  modefty,  confiders  it  as  poiTible, 
that  when  Cofroes,  king  of  Perfia,  pillaged 
Jerufalem,  God,  by  his  omnipotence,  tranf- 
ported  a  cheft  of  incorruptible  wood,  made 
by  the  immediate  followers  of  the  apofdes, 
and  filled  with  relics,  from  Jerufalem,  by 
way  of  Africa,  to  Carthagena,  Seville,  and 
Toledo,  and  from  thence,  wdth  the  infant  don 
Pelayo,  to  the  facred  mountain  near  to  Ovi- 
edo,  and  finally  to  the  cathedral  church  of 
San    Salvador.      Upon    its   being   opened, 
in   the   prefence  of  afiembled  prelates,  by 
the  command  of  the  fovereign,  Alonzo  the 
Great,  were  found  portions  of  all  the  fol- 
lowing articles :    the  Rod  of  Mofes ;  the 
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Manna  which  fell  from  heaven;  the  Man- 
tie  of  Elias ;  the  Bones  of  the  Holy  Inno- 
cents; the  Branch  of  Olive  which  Chrift 
bore  in  his  hand  when  he  entered  Jerufa- 
km;  great  part  of  the  true  Crofs;  eight 
Thorns  of  his  Crown;  the  Sand:iffimo  Su- 
dario,  or  napkin  ftained  with  his  blood; 
the  Reed,  which  he  bore  by  way  of  fcep- 
tre;  his  Garment;  his  Sepulchre;  the 
Milk  of  the  BlelTed  Virgin;  the  Hood, 
which  flie  gave  to  S.  Ildefonfo,  archbiihop 
of  Toledo;  one  of  the  three  Crucifixes 
carved  by  Nicodemus;  and  a  Crofs  of  the 
pureft  gold,  made  by  angels  in  the  cathe- 
dral. 

"  Whofoever,  called  of  God,  ihall  vifit 
thefe  precious  relics,  fhall  obtain  remif- 
fion  of  one-third  of  the  punifhment  due 
*'  to  his  lins,  with  indulgence  for  a  thou- 
**'  fand  and  four  years,  and  fix  quarentines^ 
"  &c.  &c."  Thus  at  leafl  runs  the  pro- 
mife,  in  the  name  of  the  pope,  and  by  au- 
thority of  the  bi/liop ;  yet  I  doubt  much, 
if  thus  worded,  the  promife  be  agreeable  to 
the  faith  of  catholics.  All  their  bifliops 
and  men  of  learning,  with  whom  I  have 

C  a  had 


[       20       ] 

had  the  honour  to  converfe,  have  foltmnly 
allured  me,  that  without  repentance,  and  a 
iirm  behef  in  the  atonement,  no  power  upon 
earth  can  abfolve  the  guilty;  and  that  th« 
church  claims  no  prerogative  refpedting  in- 
dulgences, but  that  of  remitting  the  punifli- 
mcnt  which  would  otherwife  be  endured 
in  purgatory,  by  thofe  who  fliall  not  have 
performed  the  penance  appointed  by  the 
church  for  each  particular  offence.  When 
they  promife  forty  days  indulgence,  or  as 
many  forty  days  as  fhall  make  one  thoufand 
and  four  years,  they  do  not  mean  abfolutely 
days  and  years,  as  if  endlefs  duration  could 
be  divided  into  portions,  to  be  meafured  by 
the  rotation  of  the  earth,  for  they  hold 
fucceilion  to  be  inconfiflent  with  the  idea 
of  eternity ;  but  they  mean,  if  I  underftand 
them  right,  the  remilTion  of  fuch  a  portion 
or  quantity  of  punifhment  as  fliall  be  equal 
to  forty  days,  or  one  thoufand  and  four 
years  penance,  fhould  their  lives  be  pro- 
trad:ed  to  fuch  a  period  as  would  allow 
them  to  perform  the  whole.  When  tlie 
points  of  difference  between  proteftants  and 
papifls  fhall  be  fairly  and  diflindly  flated, 

the 
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the  fubjec^s  of  difputc  will  vanifli,  or  at 
leafl  they  will  have  the  better  chance  of 
coming  to  agreement. 

Some  days  after  I  had  examined  all  thefe 
relics,  the  San5liJ]imo  Sudario,  or  facred  nap- 
kin, on  which  the  Redeemer,  during  his 
paflion,  impreffed  his  image,  was  expofed 
in  the  cathedral,  to  eight  or  ten  thoufand 
peafants  coileded  from  all  the  furrounding 
villages,  moft  of  whom  had  bafkets  full  of 
cakes  and  bread,  which  they  elevated  as 
high  as  poffible  the  inftant  the  curtain  was 
withdrawn,  in  the  full  perfuafion  that  thefe 
cakes,  thus  expofed,  would .  acquire  virtue 
to  cure  or  to  alleviate  all  difeafes.  Many 
lifted  up  their  beads,  and  every  one  had 
fome thing  or  other  to  receive  the  divine 
energy,  which  he  conceived  to  be  con- 
flantly  proceeding  from  the  facred  image 
of  his  Lord.  After  a  few  minutes,  one  of 
the  canons  drew  the  curtain,  and  the  mul- 
titude retired. 

.  The  monafteries  in  Oviedo  are  not  highly 
interefting;  yet  two  of  them  excited  my  cu- 
rio fity;  both  of  them  belonging  to  the  Be- 
nedidtine  order:  the  firfl  was  of  monks, 
whom  I  vifited  for  the  fake  of  father  Feyjoo, 
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whofe  fame  has  extended  to  the  moll  dif- 
tant  nations.  I  v/ent  into  his  cell,  and  con- 
verfed  with  thole  who  had  reverenced  him 
living.  I  examined  the  features  of  his  bull, 
but  this  having  been  taken  when  the  clay 
was  no  longer  animated,  it  was  from  his 
works  alone  that  I  could  form  any  judg- 
ment of  his  mind.  All  who  are  converfant 
with  thefe,  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking 
him,  for  general  literature,  the  firfl  writer 
of  the  Spaniih  rmtion. 

The  convent  of  the  Benediftine  nuns  1 
viilted  chiefly  on  account  of  their  great 
wealth.  They  arc  only  fifty,  and  their  re- 
venue is  allowed  to  be  twenty  thoufand 
ducats,  or  >r.  2,197  ^s.  31^.  a  year.  They 
invited  us  to  tea.  I  went  with  the  canon 
and  my  young  friend  to  their  parlour  ^  and 
they  alTembled  with  the  lady  abbefs  at  the 
grate.  Their  converfation  was  lively,  and 
their  behaviour  perfectly  eafy.  I  ventured 
to  folicit  one  of  them  to  ling;  fhe  was 
young  and  handfome,  genteel  and  delicate, 
and  her  countenance  was  highly  intere fl- 
ing; but  when  Hie  began  to  chaunt  a  por- 
tion of  the  litany,  Ihe  made  me  Hart;  for 
having  long  {ince  forgotten  all  the  fongs  of 

infancy^ 
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infancy,  and  being  accuftomed  to  fing  only 
in  the  choir,  her  voice  was  become  harfli 
and  grating  on  the  ear.  When  wc  took 
our  leave,  they  invited  us  to  repeat  our  vi- 
iit;  but  my  curio lity  was  fatisfied,  and  my 
time  was  fhort. 

The  building  itfelf  is  worthy  of  attention 
for  its  vaft  extent,  and  for  its  elegance. 

The  perfon  to  whom  I  was  chiefly  re- 
commended was  the  count  of  Penalba,  a 
man  of  good  abilities,  of  gentle  manners, 
and  of  uncommon  information,  for  a  no- 
bleman of  Spain. 

I  went  with  him  to  fee  the  hot  fprings 
oi  Rivera  de  Abajo,  at  the'diflance  of  fome 
miles  from  Oviedo.  The  fituation  is  moft 
enchanting,  in  a  little  valley  every  where 
{hut  in  by  lofty  mountains,  excepting  only 
a  fmall  outlet  for  the  flream.  The  rock  is 
limeftone,  and  the  waters  refemble  thofe 
of  Bath,  both  in  temperature  and  in  tafte. 
The  principal  fpring  rifes  from  the  rock, 
and  is  near  two  inches  in  diameter.  The 
baths  are  ill  contrived,  and  feparated  by  a 
cold  padage  from  the  dre fling  rooms. 

The  virtues  of  thefe  waters  have  not  been 
afcertained,  nor  have  they  been  analifed; 
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but  the  cafes  in  which  they  have  been 
chiefly  recommended  are,  rheumatifm,  pal- 
fy,  jaundice,  and  fterihty;  and  for  thefe 
they  are  in  the  higheft  eftimation. 

In  the  centre  of  the  Galley,  on  a  Httle 
eminence,  is  a  caftle  v/ith  round  towers, 
called  Sa?2  yuan  dc  Priorio  -,  and  near  to  it  a 
church,  mofl  romantically  placed,  with  a 
beautiful  back  ground  of  oaks  and  chef- 
nuts. 

As  we  returned,  we  vifited  a  new  manu- 
facture of  petroleum,  eftabUlhed  near  the 
city,  according  to  a  plan  fent  from  Paris 
by  count  d'Aranda,  and  which  I  underfland 
to  be  the  fame  with  that  invented  by  lord 
Dundonald.  This  will  certainly  become 
an  objed:  of  importance,  becaufe  coal  every 
where  abounds  in  the  Afturias,  although  it 
has  never  yet  been  turned  to  profit,  on  ac- 
count of  its  abominable  fmell,  arifing  per- 
haps from  the  rock,  between  which  it  lies, 
and  the  fulphur,  with  which  it  is  impreg- 
nated. It  is  well  known  that  alcali  and 
fulphur  form  the  liver  of  fulphur,  than 
which  nothing  is  more  offenfive  to  the 
noftrils.  Now  the  whole  province  abounds 
with  marie,  chalk,  gypfum,  pifolite,  or  cal- 
careous 
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careous  freeftone,  limeftone,  marble ^  and 
the  rock,  which  confines  the  coal,  is  wholly- 
calcareous.  But  iliould  they  ever  penetrate 
this  ilratum,  and  find  the  coal  in  fchift,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  their  coal  would  ceafe 
to  be  ofFenlive.  At  prefent  they  have  not 
furiicient  encouragement  to  work  thefe 
mines,  becaufe  the  country  abounds  with 
wood,  and  the  prejudice  againft  coal  is  (o 
ftrong,  that  men  to  whom  the  multitude 
look  up,  have  not  fcrupled  to  attribute  all 
the  confumptive  difeales  of  our  ifland  to 
the  prevailing  ufe  of  coal. 

The  limeflone  of  this  province  every 
where  abounds  with  foflil  fliells. 

To  the  weft  of  Oviedo  the  foil  is  gyp- 
feous,  but  they  make  no  faltpetre,  nor  is 
there  any  fign  of  nitrous  earth. 

The  trees  are,  elm,  afh,  poplars,  and  a 
fpecies  of  the  oak,  called  robles,  an  appel- 
lation perhaps  derived  from  robur.  In 
the  low  lands  they  get  two  crops  in  the 
year,  taking .  after  barley  either  maize  or 
iiax.     Their  wheat  is  very  fine. 

The  ploughs  about  Oviedo  are,  without 
exception,  the  worft  I  ever  faw,  and  per- 
haps the  worft  which  the  imagination  can 
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tonceive.  The  coulter  is  fixed  in  a  beam 
by  itfelf,  with  two  oxen  and  one  man  to 
work  it;  this  goes  firft,  then  follows  the 
plough  in  the  fame  tradt,  with  no  iron  ex- 
cepting at  the  point  of  the  fnare.  The 
handle  is  curved,  to  ferve  the  purpofe  of 
fheets,  and  has  a  mortice  to  receive  the  te- 
non of  the  beam,  and  itfelf  is  morticed  into 
the  tail  of  the  iliare.  It  has  a  retch  to  raife 
and  to  deprefs  it.  The  whole  is  made  in 
the  moil;  clumfy  manner,  and  at  beft  caii 
only  fcratch  the  ground,  w^hich,  being 
moftly  ftrong  land,  requires  to  be  well 
ploughed. 

The  harrows  have  no  iron,  and  are  only 
ufed  for  maize ;  the  wheat  and  barley  be- 
ing always  left  unharrowed. 

The  cart  wheel  has  no  fpokes,  but  con' 
iifls  of  a  wooden  ring  or  felloe,  compofcd  of 
four  quadrants,  and  is  bifedled  by  a  plank 
of  about  eight  or  ten  inches  wide,  to  re- 
ceive the  axis,  which,  being  faftened  to  the 
wheel,  turns  round  wdth  it,  making  what 
is  called  an  axis  in  peritrocheo.  Some  of 
thefe,  for  heavy  work,  are  bound  with  iron, 
and  have  fpike  nails  with  enormous  heads. 
I  had  the  curiofity  to  mcafure  the  axis,  and 
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found  it  commonly  more  than  eight  inches 
diameter,  but  fometimes  ten ;  yet,  1  mufl: 
confefs,  that  I  was  not  furprifed  at  finding 
this  quantity  of  frid:ion  overlooked  in  the 
Afturias,  having  obferved  fo  little  attention, 
paid  to  it  even  in  England,  where,  till 
within  thefe  few  years,  the  large  wooden 
axis  was  univcrfd;  and  where,  even  in  the 
prefent  day,  few  flirmers  have  adopted 
iron. 

To  fet  any  matter  in  a  proper  light,  it  is 
often  necefiary  to  view  it  in  the  two  oppo- 
fite  extremes.  Nov/  it  m.uft  be  evident, 
that  were  it  poilible  to  have  the  axis,  of  the 
fame  diameter  with  the  circumference  of 
the  wheel,  the  fi'iclion  would  not  be  in 
the  leafl:  abated,  but  would,  as  may  be 
proved,  and  has  been  proved  by  the  mofr 
accurate  experiments,  be  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  whole  weight  moving  on  a 
fmooth  furiace.  Were  it  poffible  to  reduce 
the  axis  to  a  mathematical  line,  friction 
would  altogether  vanidi.  Having  found 
the  two  extremes,  the  imagination  readily 
fcizes  a  general  idea  of  the  proportions 
which  lie  between  them.  Let  us  however 
f:j£amine  thefe  proportions  with  a  m.ore  mi- 
nute 
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nute  attention.  It  is  evident,  that  In  the 
former  cafe,  always  fuppofing  the  plain 
to  be  horizontal,  a  power  more  than  equal 
to  one  ton  would  be  neceilary  to  move  three 
tons;  whereas  in  the  latter  cafe,  a  fly  would 
give  motion  to  ten  thoufand  tons. 

Stating  the  diameter  of  the  wheels  to  be 
four  feet,  and  that  of  the  axis  to  be  eight 
inches,  which  are  the  ufual  dimenfions  in 
the  Afturias,  fomething  more  than  one  ton 
would  move  eighteen  tons;  but,  fuppofing 
the  wheels  to  be  iive  feet  high,  and  the 
diarr.eter  of  the  axis  to  be  two  inches  and 
an  half,  then  fomething  more  than  one  ton 
would  fet  in  m.otion  feventv-two  tons,  the 
fri(5tion  being  always  dirccftly  as  the  diame- 
ter of  the  axis,  and  inverfely  as  the  diameter 
of  the  wheel.  Here  I  muft  take  occaflon 
to  obferve,  that  in  point  of  fridlion,  to  di- 
miniiL  the  axis  will  be  found  more  advife- 
able  than  to  increafe  the  diameter  of  the 
wheel,  becaufe  the  fridion  will  be  dxmi- 
nidied  only  in  the  fimple  proportion  of  the 
diameter ;  whereas,  the  degree  of  ftrength 
being  given,  the  weight  of  the  wheel  will 
be  nearly  as  the  fquare  of  the  diameter. 
Whilfl  the  m.otion  is  horizontal  on  a  plain 
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which  is  perfedly  hard,  wheels  which  are 
high,  and  confequently  heavy,  will  have  no 
other  difadvantage  than  the  fuperior  coll, 
but  on  foft  roads,  and  in  moving  either  up 
hill  or  down,  the  weight  of  the  wheels 
muft  not  be  overlooked,  nor  muft  the  dia- 
meter be  difregarded.  The  weight  in  both 
cafes  tells  againfl:  the  horfe ;  but,  as  to  the 
diameter,  a  diftincftion  muft  be  made.  Go- 
ing up  hill,  in  proportion  as  you  elevate  the 
axis  above  the  horfes  breaft,  fo  as  for  the  line 
of  draft  to  make  an  angle  with  the  hill,  in 
the  fame  proportion  you  lofe  power.  The 
truth  of  this  proportion  may  be  caught  by 
moving  in  imagination  the  line  of  draft  up 
and  down  in  two  oppoUte  extremes.  Elevate 
or  deprefs  it  till  it  becomes  perpendicular; 
the  whole  force  of  the  horfe  will  tell  for 
nothing,  and  he  will  ad;  only  like  a  log  of 
wood  equal  to  him  in  weight.  Let  the 
line  of  draft  make  an  angle  of  45°  with  the 
plain,  on  which  the  waggon  is  afcending, 
and  one  half  of  the  force  will  be  loft.  In 
like  manner  by  the  compoiition  and  refo- 
lution  of  forces,  the  exad:  proportion  of  lofs 
may  be  afcertained.  In  going  down  hill, 
the  diminution  of  fridion,,  which  is  diredly 
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as  the  diameter  of  the  wheels  makes  it 
needful  to  create  new  friftion  by  chaining- 
the  wheels,  or  by  a  iiiding  piece  to  prevent 
their  rotation. 

In  the  Anurias,  not  fatlsfied  with  the 
quantity  of  fridion  arifing  from  a  wooden 
axis  of  eight  inches  diameter  revolving 
without  greafe,  they  hx  two  wooden  pins, 
which  confine  the  axis  in  its  place,  fo  near 
together,  that  they  bind  hard  againft  it; 
and  this  they  do  only  for  the  fake  of  the 
noife  arifing  fromx  the  friction,  and  which, 
whilil  it  appears  to  lull  the  oxen,  and  to  in- 
cline both  them  and  the  driver  to  lleep,  as 
they  move  flowly  on,  is  confidered  as  ex- 
citing them  to  labour,  and  thereby  preclud- 
ing the  necefiity  of  either  fpeaking  to  them 
or  pricking  them  with  goads.  This  mu- 
fic,  refembling  the  found  of  a  pofl-boy's 
horn,  is  heard  from  morning  to  night  in 
every  part  of  the  Afturias,  and,  when  at  a 
great  diftance,  is  not  unpleafant  even  to  a 
llranger,  but  to  the  native  peafant  it  ap- 
pears to  fupply  the  place  of  all  other,  and 
to  be  the  never-failing  fource  of  calm  en- 
joyment. 

In  this  country  oxen  fupply  the  place  of 
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horfes,  and  confequently  beef  Is  cheap,  be- 
ing fold  for  ten  quarts  the  pound  of  twenty- 
four  ounces,  which  is  i|-  penny  for  a  pound 
of    lixteen    ounces ;    mutton    is    fourteen 
quarts  for  the  Afturian  pound,  or  2 1-  penny 
for  fixteen  ounces,  inckiding  the  alcavala, 
millones,  and  arbitrio.      The  biihop  tells 
me,    that   within   his    memory   provilions 
were  exadlly  half  the  prefent  prices.     Bar- 
ley is  twenty  reales ;  maize  or  Indian  corn, 
thirty ;  French  beans,  forty ;  wheat,  from 
forty  to  fifty  the  fanega,  which  in  the  Anu- 
rias differs  little,  as  I  apprehend,  from  one 
Engli(h  bufliel  and  ,an  half  j  wheat  there- 
fore is  from  ^s.  4J.   to   60.'  8^.  a  buihel, 
or  about  6s.  on  the  average. 

Monday,  Aiiguji  21,  I  went  with  my 
young  friend  to  pay  a  viht  for  a  few  days 
to  his  father  at  Aviics,  on  the  fea  coafl, 
about  five  leagues  from  Oviedo. 

The  occafion  of  this  vifit.was  to  be  pre- 
fent at  the  feria,  or  church  feafl:,  which  in 
catholic  countries  all  over  the  world,  and 
even  among  proteflants  in  a  degree,  gives 
occafion  to  much  traffic,  and  is  confidered 
as  a  licentious  feafon. 

The  road  was  over  the  mountains.   This 
X  they 
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they  are  making  at  a  vaft  expence,  and 
in  a  mod  fubflantial  manner,  without  the 
leaft  attention  to  economy,  or  to  any  thing 
but  their  own  ideas  of  utiHty  and  beauty. 
For  fome  miles  near  to  Oviedo,  and  hke- 
wife  near  to  Aviles,  the  road  is  made  per- 
fectly straight,  very  wide,  and  rounded  in 
the  middle.  The  foundation  is  laid  with 
large  mafles  of  limeflone  rock,  covered  with 
ftones  broken  to  a  fmaller  lize^  and,  to 
fupport  the  arch,  v/hich  they  apprehend 
would  fpread  like  the  arches  of  an  edifice, 
fuppofmg  them  to  have  no  lateral  fupport, 
they  abfolutely  build  two  walls  the  whole 
extent  of  way.  This  certainly  contributes 
much  to  beauty,  but  not  in  the  leafl  to  the 
principal  purpofe  for  which  it  is  defigned. 
The  fides  of  the  road  being  planted  with 
trees,  makes  it  a  delightful  walk  for  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  ambition  of  Spaniards,  in  aiming  at 
perfection,  is  no  where  more  vifible  than 
near  Aviles.  The  ancient  road  turned  about 
two  hundred  yards,  in  order  to  avoid  a  lov/ 
and  fwampy  meadow;  but  now,  at  a  vaft 
expence,  they  are  determined  to  have  a 
ftraight  and  fpacious  avenue  of  r^ear  three 
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miles,  like  thofe  of  other  cities.  Frorri 
Oviedo  to  Gijon,  a  little  fea-port  to  the 
cafl  of  Aviles,  they  are  making  another 
road  in  the  fame  ftyle,  and  at  fimilar  ex* 
pence. 

Aviles  contains  eight  hundred  families, 
with  two  parilh  churches,  three  convents^ 
and  two  hofpitals,  of  which  one  is  for  old 
women,  the  other  for  pilgrims  going  to 
San  Jago.  They  have  no  manufadlures,  ex- 
cept of  copper  and  brafs  pans  for  the  fur- 
rounding  villages,  and  of  fome  thread  for 
their  own  confumption. 

Aviles  is  fituated  on  the  bank  of  a  little 
river,  about  one  league  from  the  fea,  but 
within  reach  of  the  tide.  It  is  every  where 
furrounded  by  hills,  which,  for  the  mofl 
part,  are  fertile  to  their  fummits,  and  are 
cither  covered  with  flocks  or  fliaded  by  the 
roble  and  the  chefnut ;  whilft  the  low  lands 
are  loaded  with  luxuriant  crops  of  wheat 
and  maize. 

The  houfe  of  my  young  friend  is  one  of 
the  moil  commodious  I  have  feen.  After 
4he  fafhion  of  the  country,  it  is  built  round 
a  court,  but  with  only  half  the  ufual  corri- 
«[or;  for  commonly  this  runs  all  round  the 
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court,  like  that  ftill  feen  in  fome  of  our 
great  old  inns.  In  this  houfe  the  gallery  is 
wide,  and  open  to  the  fouth,  and  to  the 
morning  fun.  The  ground  floor  is  given 
up  wholly  to  the  fervants,  except  one  corner 
occupied  by  a  chapel.  The  apartments  are, 
a  dining-room,  a  drawing-room;  both  fpa- 
cious  and  lofty;  one  to  the  weft,  looking  to 
the  ftreet,  the  other  to  the  eaft,  command- 
ing a  lovely  profpecft,  which  is  bounded  by 
the  fea;  four  principal  bed-chambers,  and 
others  inferior.  Of  thefe,  two  only  were 
fmgle  bedded,  the  reft  contained,  two, 
three,  or  upon  occaiion,  four  beds ;  for  in 
Spain,  even  in  refpedable  families,  three 
or  four  gentlemen  will  occafionally  occupy 
one  room. 

Cuftom  reconciles  to  this;  and,  by  the 
practice  of  Scotland,  France,  and  Spain,  I 
fee  clearly  that  other  nations  can  be  recon- 
ciled to  that  which  is  moft  difgufting  to  an 
Englilhman ;  and  certain  it  is,  by  what  we 
fwC  daily  in  our  cottages  of  the  poor  pea- 
fants,  that  our  olfadtory  nerves  may  be  re- 
duced to  fuch  a  degree  of  torpid  infenfibi- 
lity,  as  to  be  happy  and  contented  in  the 
midft  of  iilth  and  naftinefs. 

In 
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in  this  rcfpedl,  no  nation  can  furpafs  the 
Spaniards;  who,  without  difguft,  without 
regard  to  decency,  when  lodging  thus  to- 
gether in  one  room,  conceal  only  by  a  nap- 
kin that  which  the  French  fliut  up  in 
boxes,  and  hide  in  the  little  clofet  where 
they  keep  their  clothes. 

Upon  occafion  of  this  church  feafl  or 
feria,  which,  by  the  by,  marks  the  origin  of 
our  word  Fair,  the  concourfe  of  ftrangers 
to  Aviles  is  conliderable,  and  every  gentle- 
man opens  his  houfe  for  the  reception  of 
his  friends.  At  this  feafon  the  morning  is 
fpent  in  lounging  about  to  view  the  /hops, 
the  cattle,  and  the  people  aflembled  in  the 
fair;  and  the  evening  is  clofed  by  dancing. 
The  balls  are  given  by  the  principal  per- 
fon  in  the  city,  and  fuch  is  the  fimplicity 
which  reigns  in  this  diflant  province,  that 
the  fervants  and  peafants  are  allov/ed  to 
crowd  about  the  entrance  of  the  room  to 
fee  the  dance.  The  moll  favourite  dances 
are  the  Engliih,  the  minuet  and  the  coun- 
try dance;  but  fometimes  they  dance  the 
cotillion,  and;  towards  the  clofe  of  the  even- 
ing, the  fandango. 

Sunday^  Auguft  27,  being  the  fourth  day 
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of  the  fair,  and  remarkably  fine,  the  con- 
courfe  of  people,  with  the  multitude  of 
cattle,  was  furprifmg,  and  the  market  was 
briik.  As  proteftants,  we  muft  be  allowed 
to  wonder  at  this  practice.  Beef  here  is  fold 
for  feven  quarts  and  an  half  the  pound  of 
twenty-four  ounces,  and  mutton  eleven ; 
bread,  five  quarts  for  the  pound  of  twenty 
ounces ;  wheat,  thirty-two  reales  the  fane- 
ga,  which  weighs  a  quintal,  and  which,  if 
fuppofed  equal  to  the  quintal  of  Catalonia, 
will  be  ninety-two  pounds  Englifh;  bar- 
ley and  maize,  twenty-eight  reales j  beans, 
thirty-fiX. 

It  is  ftriking  to  obferve  how  corn  finds 
rs  level  all  over  Europe,  whilfl  butchers 
meat,  which  is  not  of  fuch  eafy  tranfport, 
varies  exceedingly  in  price.  Thus,  at  Aviles, 
beef  is  under  three  halfpence;  mutton  is 
14^  pence  for  a  pound  of  fixteen  ounces, 
whilft  bread  is  i  i.  penny  for  the  fame 
weight. 

No  diftincflion  in  price  is  made  between 
the  prime  pieces  and  the  coarfe,  nor  be- 
tween fat  meat  and  lean,  becaufe  the  prices 
are  fixed  by  the  magiftratc,  without  refpedt 
to  quality.     The  confequence  of  this  ar- 
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rangement  is,  that  the  meat  is  never  fb 
good  as  it  might  be,  were  the  market 
free. 

The  government  of  this  city  is  in  two 
corregidors,  four  regidors,  and  a  fyndic, 
who  is  annually  chofen  by  the  people  to 
infpedt  the  meat,  to  vindicate  their  rights, 
and  take  care  upon  all  occafions,  that  juf- 
tice  fhall  be  done  to  them. 

Whilil:  I  continued  at  Aviles,  I  difcovered, 
for  the  firfl  time,  that  the  vilit  is  always  to 
the  lady ;  that  the  mafter  of  the  family  is 
perfectly  at  liberty  to  come  or  go;  that  there 
is  no  neceffity  to  take  notice  of  him ;  and 
that,  if  the  daughter  is  handfomer  than  her 
mother,  ilie  may,  without  oifence,  occupy 
the  whole  attention.  This  idea  I  found 
afterwards  confirmed  in  the  great  metro- 
polis, by  feeing  gentlemen  introduced  to 
ladies  of  the  iirfl  fafhion,  and  viiiting  them 
on  the  moft  familiar  footing,  without  the 
leafl:  acquaintance,  or  even  perfonal  know- 
ledge, of  their  hufbands. 

The  fcience  and  practice  of  medicine  are 
at  the  loweft  ebb  in  Spain,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Afturias.  Fmt  vefiefe^io  is  itill 
the  favourite  prefcription,  notwithftanding 
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the  ridicule  of  Le  Sage,  and  the  ferious  rea- 
foning  of  Feyjoo.  When  the  fond  hulband 
meets  the  phylician  in  the  fireet,  and  urges 
him  to  ftep  in  to  f^e  his  wife,  Sangrado 
pulls  out  at  once  his  lift  of  patients  and  his 
watch,  tells  him  that  he  can  not  ftop  one 
moment,  orders  him  inftantly  to  fetch  the 
furgeon,  and  to  have  her  blooded,  promifing 
faithfully  to-  fee  her  in  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour.  Pallies  moft  undoubtedly  are  frequent, 
but  it  is  by  no  means  clear,  that  thefe  are 
always  caufed  by  plethora,  although  in  many- 
cafes  they  certainly  originate  from  fulnefs. 
Sangrado  however  has  fuch  a  dread  of  palfy, 
that  he  bleeds  his  patient  into  a  dropfy,  or 
leaves  him  to  languiih  between  life  and 
death,  a  prey  to  the  moft  gloomy  of  all 
difeafes  to  which  humanity  is  fubject. 

At  the  requeft  of  the  bifhop,  I  vifited  a 
friend  of  his,  an  old  canon,  who  was  threat- 
ened with  a  palfy  by  his  phyficians.  He 
had  been  twice  blooded,  and  the  queftion 
was,  whether  he  Ihould  lofe  more  blood. 
I  went  to  him  immediately,  and  found  him 
furrounded  by  his  friends,  who  all  ftood 
looking  on,  expelling  every  moment  to  fee 
the  fatal  ftroke,  whiift  he,  fitting  in  his 
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great  arm  chair,  apparently  In  perfedt 
health,  yet  with  a  gloomy  and  dejecTted 
countenance,  feemed  to  be  waiting  for  the 
awful  moment,  without  one  ray  of  hope  to 
cheer  his  mind.  Thofe  of  his  friends,  who 
could  be  fpared  from  bufmefs,  continued 
with  him ;  his  neighbours  dropped  in  to 
look  upon  him;  but  all  continued  filent, 
excepting  fuch  of  them  as  thought  it  need- 
ful to  afk.  him  from  time  to  time  how  he 
felt.  No  one  entered  into  converfation 
with  him,  nor  would  they  fuifer  him  to 
look  into  a  book.  Notwithftanding  this 
repeated  venefecftion,  his  pulfe  was  remark* 
ably  full  and  ftrong.  He  was  of'  a  certain 
age,  lived  well,  and  took  no  exercife.  I 
could  not  hefitate  what  advice  to  give.  At 
my  requefl  the  room  was  cleared;  he  adopted 
the  vegetable  diet,  and  took  exercife.  Thus 
by  degrees  his  fears  were  difTipated,  and  he 
returned  once  more  to  join  the  little  circle  of 
his  friends  in  their  innocent  amufements. 

At  the  deiire  of  my  friend  at  Aviles,  I 
went  to  vifit  a  monk,  who  was  related  to 
the  family,  and  found  the  good  old  man 
crying  with  agony  of  pain,  arihng  from  the 
flone.     The  phyfician  ordered  nothing  but. 
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Madame  Stevens  Solvent;  but  this  was  too 
flow  in  its  operation,  and  could  give  no 
prefent  eafe  from  pain.  I  ordered  the  Ene^ 
ma  Moliens,  by  vi^ay  of  warm  fomentation, 
%o  be  ufed  immediately,  and  to  be  repeated, 
if  occafion  fhould  require;  but  the  firft  ap- 
plication gave  relief,  and  all  the  monks 
crowded  round  me  to  confult,  each  for 
himfelf,  what  would  be  proper  for  his 
complaint.  Among  all  thofe  who  came  to 
me,  I  did  not  find  one  who  was  not  af- 
flidled  either  with  the  ilone,  the  gravel,  or 
with  the  hypochondriacal  difeafe.  For  this 
I  could  aflign  no  other  caufe,  but  their  in- 
a(51:ive  life,  and  the  want  of  animating  hope, 
both  common  to  the  cloiftered  tribe. 

From  the  monks  I  was  fent  for  to  a  con- 
vent of  nuns,  where  I  was  confirmed  in  my 
idea,  that  man  is  formed  not  only  for  focial 
life,  for  that  is  found  in  convents,  but  for 
domeflic  cares.  Without  a  purfuit  the  mind 
mufl  languifh,  and  the  health  will  fufl^r. 
The  two  nuns,  whofe  friends  had  requeued 
my  advice,  were  hed:ic,  and  I  am  fatisfied 
that  others  who  confulted  me  were  running 
the  fame  courfe ;  nature  certainly  never 
intended  them  for  nuns.     Other  confidera- 
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tions  apart,  the  fe verity  of  their  difcipHne, 
their  rifing  at  midnight  from  a  warm  bed 
to  go  into  a  cold  chapel,  is  ill  fuited  to  the 
delicacy  of  the  female  fex,  and  muft  be  in-» 
evitable  ruin  to  the  tender  conftitution. 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  good  fenfe, 
and  flattered  by  the  confidence  of  the  lady 
abbefs.  When  flie  was  defcribing  a  dif- 
eafed  breaft,  and  I  had  faid,  "  If  this  young 
^'  lady  were  my  fifter,  I  fliould  defire  to  fee 
^'  the  breaffc;"  fhe  anfwered,  "  Every  lady 
^*  is  fifter  to  the  phyfician  who  attends 
^*  her^"  and  immediately  defired  the  nun 
to  go  with  me  to  a  parlour.  On  examina- 
tion I  found  it  was  a  cancerous  cafe,  and 
recommended  them  to  make  application  to 
a  furgeon. 

After  having  pafTed  ten  days  very  plea- 
fan  tly  at  Aviles,  I  went  with  the  count 
Penalba  to  ftay  as  many  at  Luanjo,  or,  as 
we  fhould  pronounce  it,  Luanco. 

Luanjo  has  three  hundred  and  feventy 
houfes,  and  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
fouls,  of  which  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
go  to  confeffion  and  communion,  the  other 
five  hundred  are  infants.  It  is  a  little  fea 
port,  and  carries  on  a  coafling  trade. 

The 
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The  ride  from  Aviles  to  Luanjo  is  chiefly 
on  the  fea  coaft.  When  we  arrived,  the  fun 
was  fet,  and  the  evening  was  fliut  in. 

The  habitation  of  the  count  is  maiTive, 
chiefly  calculated  for  ilrength,  and  to  refift 
the  waves,  which  always  waili  its  folid 
bafe,  and  occafionally  breaking  againft  the 
houfe,  fend  their  foaming  fpray  over  the 
lofty  roof  into  the  flreet.  Whilit  I  was 
there  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  witnefs  to 
this  fight.  To  enter  the  dwelling,  you 
pafs  through  the  coach-houfe,  and  find  the 
ground  floor  given  up  to  fl:ables. 

Vv^hen  we  arrived,  the  great  hall  was  al- 
ready occupied,  as  ufual,  by  the  neigh- 
bours, who  were  amufing  thcmfelves  with 
cards;  but,  as  we  were  under  no  obligation 
to  join  the  party,  which  was  not  of  the 
genteelefl:  calt,  vv^e  went  up  fl:airs,  and  took 
polfeffion  of  a  room  which  occafionally 
ferves  for  eating. 

The  family  confifted  of  the  count  and 
countefs,  with  their  children,  his  tvv'o  Af- 
ters, and  her  niother.  His  brother,  a  gen- 
teel young  officer,  was  there  upon  a  vilit. 
The  family  being  thus  numerous,  and  the 
greatefl  portion  of  the  houfe  being  occu- 
pied 
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pied  with  offices,  little  remained  for  bed- 
rooms. Thefe  were  few  in  number,  and 
upon  a  contradied  fcale.  The  room,  in 
which  I  flept,  was  about  eleven  feet  by 
fourteen,  yet  contained  two  beds,  one  for 
me,  the  other  for  the  brother  of  the 
count.  The  walls  are  white  limed,  the 
floors  are  fmoothed  with  the  addice,  but 
not  one  is  plained,  and  I  do  not  recoiled: 
one  ceiling.  The  beds  have  no  curtains. 
The  great  hall  where  we  dined  is  a  double 
cube  of  about  fifty  by  five  and  twenty; 
with  thefe  dimenfions,  if  well  fitted  up,  it 
would  be  elegant. 

The  flile  of  living  refemblcd  the  old 
Britifli  hofpitality ;  and  the  long  oak  ta- 
ble, furrounded  by  ftrong  oak  benches, 
was  every  day  well  covered. 

I  was  at  firfi:  furprifed,  and  much  difguft- 
ed,  with  a  ragged  and  half  naked  viiitor, 
who  came  up  at  dinner  time,  walked  round 
the  table,  fpoke  freely  to  all  the  family,  but 
in  a  manner  to  me  quite  unintelligible,  fat 
down  occafionally  at  the  bottom  of  the  ta- 
ble, and  fometimes  feized  a  bone,  then 
laughed  and  chattered  like  a  baboon ;   yet, 
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with  all  this,  appeared  to  give  no  ofFence. 
Upon  enquiry,  I  found  that  this  miferablc 
obje<ft  was  the  idiot  of  the  village ;  and,  as 
fuch,  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  going  where 
he  pleafed,  and  of  doing  what  he  pleafed, 
without  reftraint. 

Nothing  can  exceed  their  fimplicity  of 
manners  in  this  diflant  province.  Polifhed 
nations  would  be  offended  at  their  freedom, 
and  the  plainnefs  with  which  they  fpeak  of 
things,  which  in  the  more  advanced  ftate 
of  fociety  muft  not  be  even  hinted  at ;  yet 
fuch  language  neither  gives  difguft,  nor 
tends  to  excite  the  paflions.  But  at  the 
fame  time  familiarities,  fuch  as  in  other 
countries  are  efleemed  innocent,  and,  being 
rightly  understood,  neither  imply  nor  lead 
to  guilt,  would  here,  and  all  over  Spain,  be 
highly  offenfive;  would,  if  pradifed  in  pub- 
lic, excite  univerfal  horror,  if  in  private, 
level  every  fence  which  virtue  is  engaged 
to  maintain. 

They  ufe  no  paint,  no  powder,  no  curls, 
no  cap;  nothing  but  a  bit  of  riband  bound 
round  the  head.  In  this  fimplicity  of  drefs, 
youth  and  beauty  may  enjoy  their  triumph; 
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but  the  old  women,  for  want  of  borrowed 
charms,  have  nothing  which  can  pleafc  the 
eye.  Yet  gentlemen  are  not  altogether  void 
of  attention  to  them,  nor  are  they  infenfible 
to  thefe  attentions.  A  tradefman  of  Lu- 
anjo  had  cut  his  little  portion  of  tobacco, 
and  had  rolled  it  up  carefully  in  a  flrip  of 
paper,  making  a  cigar  about  the  Hze  of  a 
goofe  quill ;  he  had  doubled  back,  and 
pinched  carefully  the  ends,  then  with  ma- 
ture deliberation,  taking  up  his  fteel,  his 
flint,  and  his  little  bit  of  amadou  (boletus 
igniarius)  he  ftruck  a  light,  kindled  his 
cigar,  began  to  fmoke,  and  finding  it  work 
well,  he  prefented  it  to  the  countefs.  She 
bowed  and  took  it,  fmoked  it  half  out,  and 
reflored  it  to  him  again. 

After  the  countefs  had  done  with  the  ci- 
gar, and  had  joined  the  converfation,  in  % 
few  minutes  Ihe  opened  her  mouth,  and 
fent  out  a  cloud  of  fmoke.  She  faw  my 
furprife,  and  a  Iked  the  caufe  of  it.  I 
told  her ;  and  immediately  the  perfon  who 
was  fmoking  drew  in  fome  hearty  whiffs, 
then  opened  his  mouth  to  convince  me 
that  nothing  continued  there,  and  after 
many  minutes  he  breathed   out  volumes  of 
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fmolce.  This  I  find  is  their  common  mode 
of  fmoking;  and  without  making  it  pafs 
through  their  lungs  they  think  it  ufe- 
lefs. 

The  government  of  Luanjo  Is  In  a  cor- 
regidor,  affilled  by  eight  or  ten  regidors 
and  two  fyndics,  who  are  to  proted:  the 
people  from  oppreffion.  Thefe  magistrates 
once  a  year  make  a  contrail  with  the 
butcher  who  will  fupply  the  market  cheap- 
eft.  In  confequence  of  this  agreement, 
beef  fells  for  {even  quarts  -,  mutton,  ten ; 
bread,  fix  per  pound  of  twenty-four  ounces. 
According  to  this,  fuppofing  the  pound  to 
be  fixteen  ounces,  beef  will  be  i-^V  penny; 
mutton,  i|-;  bread,  i^  per  pound. 

Labour  is  from  three  to  five  reales  a 
day,  or,  without  fradlions,  from  feven  pence 
to  a  iliilling. 

The  land  in  all  this  province  Is  eftimated 
-f  by  the  ciia  de  buyesy  or  quantity  which  a 
yoke  of  oxen  is  fuppofed  to  plough  in  one 
day :  but  this  differs  in  every  diftricl. 
About  Oviedo  they  reckon  the  dia  de  buyes 
at  fixty  varas  by  thirty,  or  eighteen  hun- 
dred fquJire  varas ;  at  Luanjo  it  is  fixty- 
four  by  forty-eight,  or  three  thoufand  and 
9  fixty- 
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(ixty-two;  and  about  Gijon  they  call  it  fc- 
venty  by  thirty-five,  or  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fifty  varas  fquare ;  but  in  ge- 
neral the  dia  de  buyes  may  be  taken  for 
about  half  an  acre. 

Near  Luanjo  the  land  produces,  of 
wheat,  ten  for  one  upon  the  feed,  and  as  it 
pays  one  fanega,  or  about  ninety-two  pound 
of  wheat  for  every  dia  de  buyes,  we  may 
reckon  the  rent  at  about  fixteen  {hillings 
the  acre. 

After  fpending  a  few  days  at  Luanjo,  we 
went  to  Carrlo,  another  country-houfe  be- 
longing to  the  count,  or  rather  to  the 
countefs,  becaufe  in  Spain  the  property  of 
the  hulband,  and  of  the  wife  are  perfed:ly 
diilinct:.  As  long  as  diQ  lives  no  one  can 
take  it  from  her,  and  when  flie  dies,  it  pafies 
to  her  children;  or,  fuppofing  it  to  be 
entailed,  it  devolves  immediately  to  her 
cldeft  fon,  v/ho,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
or  fooner  if  he  marries,  takes  poffeffion, 
even  though  his  father  iliould  be  living. 
If  £he  has  titles  of  honour,  (lie  carries  them 
with  her  to  her  hufband,  and  tranfmits 
them  to  her  heir.  Upon  marriage,  the 
Jaufband  makes  a  declaration  of  the  efteds 
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belonging  feverally  to  himfelf  and  to  his 
wife;  and  her  property  is  fo  much  vefted 
ill  her,  that,  in  cafe  of  her  hufband's  bank- 
ruptcy, his  creditors  have  no  power  to 
touch  it;  but  if  at  his  death  it  is  found 
that  he  has  profpered  in  the  world,  fhe 
may  claim  her  proportion  of  all  the  favings. 
The  latter  provifion  is  unqueflionably  wife, 
but  it  may  be  imagined  that  the  former 
mull  give  much  fcope  to  fraud,  and  cer- 
tainly it  does;  but  then  there  are  not  want- 
ing confiderations  to  make  men  honeft.  A 
tradefman  of  Oviedo,  at  marriage,  gave  in  a 
falfe  fpecification,  with  a  view  to  defraud 
his  creditors,  fhould  he  unfortunately  break. 
The  wife  died  foon  after,  and  her  relations 
claimed  all  the  effects  of  which  he  had  de- 
livered in  his  declaration,  as  her  property ; 
and  he,  who  had  been  well  to  pafs  previous 
to  marriage,  was  left  deftitute,  and  could 
find  no  redrefs. 

Can'io  is  a  commodious  habitation,  neat 
and  comfortable,  but  without  higher  preten- 
fions,lituatedinthemidft  of  a  fertile  country, 
near  to  a  little  river,  and  not  far  diftant  from 
the  fea.    In  the  domeflic  chapel,  the  count 
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Iliewed  me  an  altar,  which  is  one  folld  block 
of  marble,  with  the  following  infcription  : 


Imp.  Caefari  Augufto  Divi  F. 
Cos.  13.  Imp.  20.  Pont.  M.  10. 
Patr.  Patriae  Trib.  Pot.  32. 

Qi^©ao©©o©©o©©OQ 

Sacrum. 


This  block  was  found  at  Cape  Taurls, 
hear  the  entrance  into  Gijofi  (Jixa  of  the 
Romans)  and  is  mentioned,  together  with 
two  others,  difcovered  near  to  the  fame  fpot, 
by  Mariana  and  Morales. 

From  Carrio  we  rode  into  Gyony  a  con- 
fiderable  port,  to  which  the  Englilli  refort 
for  filberts  and  chefnuts.  It  contains  about 
tight  hundred  families.  This  harbour,  made 
and  maintained  at  a  vaft  expence,  is  not 
reckoned  fafe ;  but  there  is  no  other  in  the 
vicinity,  which  can  itand  in  competition 
with  it. 

We  v/ere  entertained  with  great  hofpi- 
tality  by  Don  Francifco  Paular  Jove  Llanos, 
a  captain  in  the  marine,  who  is  retired  from 
fervice.  An  old  officer  in  every  country  is 
a  pleafant  companion,  and  in  no  country 
more  fo  than  in  Spain.     la  this  gentlemaa 
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I  found  all  that  a  foreigner  can  wifli  for^. 
good  Icnfe,  politcnefs,  and  great  informa- 
tion. 

The  next  morning,  we  returned  by  Car- 
rio  to  Luanjoj  and,  in  the  way,  flopped  in- 
a  beautiful  meadow  near  Ccifidace,  to  par- 
take of  a  little  fete  champetre. 
.  At  Pera?j,  in  this  vicinity,  in  the  lime- 
ilone  rock^  I  met  with  a  rich  variety  of 
extraneous  foflils,  of  corals,  corallines,  and 
coralloides,  with  cockles,  expofed  by  the 
fretting  of  the  waves  -,  and,  upon  examina- 
tion, I  traced  this  ftratum  running  up  into 
the  country  much  above  the  level  of  the 
fea. 

During  my  refidence  at  Luanjo,  the 
count  fliewed  me  a  royal  ordinance,  dated> 
2 2d  0(5tober  1785,  ftating.  That  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  the  decay  in  agriculture  was 
the  unlimited  power  of  the  landlord  to  eje6t 
his  tenants  at  the  expiration  of  their  leafes ;. 
and  appointing,  that,  from  henceforth,  in. 
the  Afturias,  the  farmer,  provided  he  cul- 
tivated well,  and  was  not  confiderably  be- 
hind hand  with  his  payments,  ihould  nei- 
ther be  ejeded  at  the  expiration  of  his  term,., 
iior  have  the  rent  raifed;  refer ving  both  to 
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the  landlord  and  the  tenant,  art  appeal  to 
fkilful  perfons,  who  Ihould  regulate  the 
Value  of  the  farm,  and  make  compenfation 
to  the  occupier,  on  his  quitting  it,  for  any 
improvements  made  either  by  himfelf  or 
by  his  anceflors.  This  provifion,  mofl  un-» 
doubtedly,  is  both  wife  and  juft  ^  becaufe  it 
no,t  only  Simulates  the  induftry  of  the  far* 
mer,  but  encourages  his  parfimony,  by 
ihewing  him  where  he  can  immediately 
make  all  his  gains  productive,  and  thereby 
promotes  the  higheft  improvement  of  the 
foil.  But,  as  for  wifdom  or  juftice  in  the 
former  provifion,  I  muft  freely  confefs,  I 
can  difcover  neither.  Every  thing  is  worth 
what  it  will  fetch  5  and  if  men,  who  wifh 
to  ^nd  employment  for  their  capitals,  are 
willing  to  advance  the  rent,  why  fhould  not 
the  landlord  avail  himfelf  of  this  ?  In  moft 
countries,  the  ruling  powers  are  too  bufy, 
and  will  be  meddling,  when  things  would 
naturally,  and  without  their  interference, 
much  better  regulate  themfelves. 

September  1 1 ,  I  returned  to  AvileS,  and 
the  count  went  to  fpend  a  few  days  at  an- 
other country-houfe,    whither  he  prefTed 
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me  much  to  bear  him  company;  but  I  had 
neither  health  nor  fpirits  for  this  excurfion. 

The  refemblance  between  the  Aflurias 
and  many  parts  of  England  is  very  flriking. 
The  lame  is  the  afped:  of  the  country,  as 
to  verdure,  inclolures,  live  hedges,  hedge- 
rows, and  woods  ;  the  fame  mixture  of 
woodlands,  arable  and  rich  pafhure  ;  the 
fame  kind  of  trees  and  crops  of  fruit,  and 
cattle. 

Both  fuffer  by  humidity  in  winter,  yet, 
from  the  fame  fource,  find  an  ample  re- 
compenfe  in  fummer  j  and  both  enjoy  a 
temperate  climate,  yet  with  this  difference, 
that  as  to  humidity  and  heat,  the  fcale  pre- 
ponderates on  the  fide  of  the  Aflurias.  In 
flieltered  fpots,  and  not  far  diflant  from  the 
fea,  they  have  olives,  vines,  and  oranges. 

The  cyder  of  this  country  is  not  fo  good 
as  ours  -,  but  I  am  not  able  to  determine, 
whether  the  fault  is  wholly  in  the  making, 
or  w^hether  there  is  not  likewife  fome  na- 
tural imperfection  in  the  fruit.  Certain  it 
is,  that  they  pay  little  attention  to  this  ar- 
ticle, neither  fuffering  the  apples  to  hang 
the  proper  time  upon  the  trees,  nor  feledt- 
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ing   the  beft   kinds,  nor  leaving  them  to 
fweat,  nor  picking  out  bad  fruit,  nor  rack- 
ing off  the  cyder  when  it  is  fine.    The  op- 
pofite  of  all  this,  both  as  to  the  liquor  and 
the  fruit,  is  the  practice  of  our  befl  cyder 
counties.  Not  contented  with  racking  once, 
we  draw  it  off  three  or  four  times,  if  need- 
ful, always  obferving  to  do  this  when  the 
cyder  is  become  fine.     For  this  purpofe, 
they,  who  are  moft  curious,  will  even  fit 
up  with  it,  when  the  time  draws  nigh,  that 
they  may  feize  the  proper  moment.    If  the 
Afturians  paid  attention  to  this,  their  cyder 
would  become  a  confiderable  article  of  ex- 
port,  and,   together  with   their  nuts,  and 
other  fruits,  would  bring  great  v/ealth  into 
the  country. — Yet,  with  the  befi:  information 
and  the  mofi;  minute  attention,  it  is  bv  no 
means  certain,  that  they  would  ever  be  able 
to  produce  a  liquor  equal  in  Hrength  to 
that  of  our  beft  counties,  becaufe  of  the 
prevailing  humidity  -,  on  account  of  which, 
every  thing  this  principality  produces  is  in- 
ferior in  its  quality  to  the  produdions  of  a 
warmer  climate.    The  herbs  here  dry  away 
to  nothing ;  and  the  wood  burnt  upon  the 
hearth,  makes  little  or  no  aflies,  yet  pro- 
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duces  fo  much  foot,  that  the  chimneys  are? 
perpetually  choked.  Such  is  the  humidity 
of  this  province,  that  the  milletoe  grows 
not  only  on  the  oak,  but  on  apples,  pears, 
and  thorns. 

AH  the  way  from  Aviles  to  Oviedo,  we 
found  the  harveft  over,  and  the  people, 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  the  field 
threihing  out  the  grain  with  flails ;  becaufej 
in  this  moifl  and  tem.perate  province,  they 
cannot  ufe  the  trillo. 

Their  flail  is  very  heavy,  and  extrava- 
gantly long,  not  lefs  than  five  feet  in  com- 
mon, and  the  handftafF  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
length.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  motioa 
of  the  flail  is  flow,  and  the  exertions  of  the 
threflier  turn  to  little  account.  To  under- 
iland  this  fubje(ft,  we  mufl:  recollect  the 
laws  of  motion.  Now,  when  quick  mor 
tion  is  communicated  to  the  grain,  whilfl 
the  flraw  remains  unmoved,  or  when  the 
flraw  receives  the  ftroke,  whilft  the  grain 
continues  in  a  fiate  of  reft,  a  feparation  is 
the  confequence.  When  either  moves 
flov/ly,  the  other  follows,  and  no  feparation 
is  eflfedled ;  but  the  greater  the  velocity  of 
either,  the  more  certain  and  fpeedy  is  the 
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feparation  of  the  grain.  The  fame  efFcd  will 
follow,  fuppofing  the  ftraw  and  grain  to 
be  moved  with  different  velocities,  in  pro- 
portion to  that  difference.  We  muft  always 
remember,  that  the  weight  of  impinging 
bodies  being  given,  the  magnitude  of  the 
ftroke  is  dire<5lly  as  the  velocity.  This 
principle  rightly  underflood  and  applied, 
would  not  only  long  fince  have  baniilied 
heavy  flails  for  threlliing  the  lighter  grains, 
but  would,  from  the  beginning,  have  led  to 
the  machine  for  coining  now  recently  in- 
troduced at  Birmingham. 

Threfliing  is  by  no  people  better  under- 
flood than  by  the  Wiltlliire  peafants,  who 
for  wheat  prefer  a  flail  of  three  feet,  weigh- 
ing about  twenty-four  ounces,  with  a  hand- 
flaff"  of  the  fame  length. 

In  the  Afl:urias,  they  depend  upon  the 
wind  for  winnowing,  and  have  no  idea  of  a 
machine  for  performing  that  operation  in  a 
barn.  Were  they  to  fee  the  fan,  formed 
after  the  model  of  a  machine,  firff  invented 
by  Reifelius  of  Wurtemberg,  called  rotatilis 
fuBor  et  pre  for,  but  difcovered  by  Dr.  Papin, 
and  from  Holland  introduced  into  this  ifland, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  without  either  pre- 
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judice  or  fcruples,  they  would  immediately 
adopt  it ;  and  that  no  fanatic  priefh,  as  in 
North  Britain,  would  condemn  the  ufe  of 
it  as  impious,  under  the  idea  of  not  de^' 
pending  upon  providence  for  a  favourable 
breeze. 

When  I  returned  to  Oviedo,  a  gentle- 
man gave  m.e  a  coUedtipn  of  amber  and  of 
jet,  of  which  there  is  great  abundance  in 
this  province ;  but  the  two  moft  confider- 
aj^le  mines  of  it  are  in  the  territory  of  Be- 
loncia,  one  in  a  valley  called  Las  Guernas, 
the  other  on  the  fide  of  a  high  mountain 
in  the  village  of  Arenas,  in  the  pariOi  of 
Fa/  de  Soto.  The  former  is  found  in  flate, 
and  looks  like  wood;  but  when  broke,  the 
nodules  difcover  a  white  cruft,  inclofmg 
yellow  amber,  bright  and  tranfparent.  Jet, 
and  a  fpecies  of  kennel  coal,  abounding  with 
marcafites,  univerfally  accompany  the  am- 
ber. The  natural  hiilory  of  this  curious 
fubilance  is  ^o  little  underilood,  that  every 
fad:  relating  to  it  fliould  be  treafured  up. 
Till  of  late  years,  it  was  found  only  on  the 
fea-fliore,  caft  up  by  the  waves ;  but  even 
then  the  various  infeds  inclofed  in  it,  fuch 
as  ants  and  flits,  proved  it  to  be  a  produ6tion 
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of  the  land.  But  now  we  find  it  fofTil,  and 
hence  trace  a  connection  between  bitumens 
and  refins.  We  fee  it  likewife  as  one  link 
in  a  vaft  chain,  the  origin  of  which  all  phi- 
lofophers  are  labouring  to  difcover.  We 
find  it  in  a  country,  where  the  inclofing 
ftrata,  and  all  the  furrounding  rocks,  char- 
ged with  marine  Ihells  and  plants,  Ihew 
clearly,  that  both  it  and  they  are  the  depo- 
fit  of  the  ocean. — This  fubjed  will  be  fre- 
quently refumed,  and,  from  its  vafk  im- 
portance, merits  the  moft  minute  attention. 

When  every  one  began  to  talk  of  winter, 
I  thought  it  expedient  to  prepare  for  my 
return  towards  the  fouth,  before  the  m.oun- 
tains  ihould  be  covered  by  the  fnow,  which 
ufually  falls  at  the  beginning  of  November, 
and  fometimes  even  in  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber. I  was  not  indeed  in  a  condition  to 
undertake  the  journey ;  but  the  fear  of  be- 
ing fhut  up  in  the  Aflurias,  till  the  return 
of  fpring,  prevailed  over  all  other  confider^ 
ations,  and  made  me  refolve  to  venture. 

As  the  account  of  my  indifpofition  may 
ferve  towards  the  natural  hiftory  of  the 
country,  I  fliall  briefly  give  it.  The  21ft 
pf  Auguft,  riding  from  Oviedo  to  Aviles, 

on 
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on  a  rainy  day,  I  was  wet  through ;  and  at 
the  end  of  our  journey,  as  I  had  nothing 
at  hand  to  .change,  I  fuifered  my  clothes 
to  dry  upon  my  back.  I  had,  however, 
no  reafon  to  think  that  I  had  taken  cold, 
till  I  perceived  that  I  was  gradually  lofmg 
the  ufe  of  all  my  limbs,  without  either  pain 
or  fever.  The  phyfician,  at  the  end  of  one 
month,  conlined  me  to  my  bed,  and  forbade 
me  the  ufe  of  wine,  allowing  me  only  water 
and  vegetables,  till  he  had  reduced  me  to 
the  loweft  flate  of  debility.  I  fubmitted ; 
but,  feeling  evidently  that  I  was  going  fall 
from  bad  to  worfe,  I  took  my  leave  of  him, 
and,  by  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  wdth  a  gene- 
rous diet,  I  regained  fome  degree  of  ftrength, 
and,  getting  myfeif  placed  upon  a  mule,  I 
ventured  to  fct  forwards  on  my  way  towards 
the  fouth. 

The  bifliop  and  his  family  exprelTed  their 
concern  at  my  departure ;  yet,  confidering 
the  humidity  of  their  climate,  and  the  near 
approach  of  winter,  they  were  kind  enough 
to  confent  that  I  fhould  undertake  the  jour- 
ney, in  hope  that  a  warmer  and  a  drier  air 
might  reftore  my  health. 

JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY 

from:    the 
ASTURIAS  TO  THE  ESCURIAL, 

OCTOBER  2,  I  left  Oviedo,  and  paf-». 
fing  through  feveral  little  villages, 
tame  to  Mieres  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 
At  night  I  found  a  comfortable  bed  at  Cam- 
fomancs,  having  travelled  ten  leagues  and  an 
half  over  delightful  hills,  all  either  covered 
thick  with  wood,  or  highly  cultivated. 

In  both  thefe  places  I  was  much  fur- 
prifed  at  the  moderation  of  their  charges. 
At  Mieres,  for  a  difl:i  of  eggs,  for  dreffing  my 
fowl,  and  for  the  ruido  de  la  cafa,  that  is,  for 
the  noife  of  the  houfe,  or  rather  for  attend- 
ance, the  good  woman  required  only  a  real, 
or  fomething  more  than  two  pence  far- 
thing. At  Campomanes,  for  the  fame  and 
for  my  bed,  the  demand  was  two  reales. 

As 
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As  we  approached  the  confines  of  the 
principality,  the  fcene  greatly  changed;  for, 
inftead  of  foft  and  fwelUng  hills,  covered 
with  grafs  or  clothed  with  woods ;  fcarcely 
any  thing  was  to  be  feen  but  ftupendous 
rocks  of  limeftone,  fome  in  long  ridges  riling 
perpendicular  to  the  height  of  two  or  three 
hundred  h-ct,  others  cragged  and  broken 
into  a  thoufand  forms.  In  this  route,  the 
way  winds  chiefly  by  the  fide  of  little  ri- 
vers, brooks,  or  torrents,  till  it  has  paffcd 
the  fummit  of  that  vafl:  chain  of  mountains, 
which  feparates  the  Afturias  from  the  Old 
Caftille :  yet  in  the  midft  of  thefe  ftupen- 
dous  mountains,  a  few  rich  vallies  inter- 
vene,' each  with  its  little  village,  in  fize 
proportioned  to  the  extent  of  land  fufcep- 
tible  of  cultivation. 

In  the  ravins  through  which  we  palTed, 
I  obferved  that  all  the  mills  have  horizon- 
tal water  wheels.  Thefe  grind  the  corn 
very  flowly,  being  fed  by  iingle  grains ;  but 
then  to  compenfate  for  this  defeat,  they 
place  many  near  together,  and  the  fame 
little  ftream  having  comimunicated  motion 
to  one  wheel,  pafTes  in  fucceffion  to  the 
reft.     Thefe  are  well  fuited  to  a  country 

abounding 
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abounding  with  ftone  for  building,  where 
water  runs  with  rapidity  down  a  fteep 
defcent,  and  where  difpatch  is  not  re- 
quired. 

October  4,  as  we  defcended  towards  Le- 
on, we  overtook  a  Merino  flock,  belonging 
to  the  monaftery  of  Guadalupe,  in  Eftra- 
madura.  Thefe  monks  have  fufficient  land 
near  home  to  keep><their  flock  during  the 
winter  months  j  but  in  the  fummer,  when 
their  own  mountains  are  fcorched,  they 
fend  their  flieep  into  the  north,  where, 
having  no  lands,  they  are  obliged  to  pay 
for  pafl:urage.  They  v/ere  on  their  return 
towards  the  fouth. 

The  great  lords,  and  the  religious  houfes, 
to  whom  belong  thefs  trafliumantes,  or  tra- 
velling flocks,  have  peculiar  privileges  fe- 
cured  to  them  by  a  fpecial  code,  called 
laws  of  the  Mefta;  privileges,  by  many 
confidered  as  inconfiflent  with  the  general 
good. 

This  inftitution  has  i^een  traced  back  to 
the  year  1350,  when  the  plague,  which  ra- 
vaged Europe  for  feveral  years,  had  defb- 
.  lated  Spain,  leaving  only  one-third  of  its 
former   inhabitants   to   cultivate  the   foil. 

But 
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But  peffiaps  we  ought  to  look  for  its  origirl 
in  more  remote  and  diftant  ages,  when  the 
whole  country  v/as  occupied  by  fhepherd 
nations,  and  when  agriculture  was  but  little 
known.  Thefe  certainly  were  the  firjfl  in- 
habitants, or  if  not  the  firft,  at  leaft,  as  the 
i'otaries  of  Pan,  that  venerable  protestor  of 
the  fleecy  tribe,  they  may  claim  precedency 
before  the  more  modern  worfliippers  of 
Ceres.  Occupying  the  hills  with  their  nu- 
merous flocks  and  herds,  it  was  natural  for 
them  in  winter  to  quit  a  country  then  co- 
vered deep  with  fnow,  and  to  feek  the  more 
temperate  regions  of  the  fouth  ^  till  thefe, 
burnt  up  by  the  returning  fun,  refufed 
them  pafture,  and  drove  them  back  again 
to  the  mountains  of  the  north,  which,  dur-*- 
ing  the  fummer  months,  are  covered  with 
perpetual  verdure  by  the  gradual  melting  of 
the  fnow. 

The  numbers  of  the  Merino  (hecp  are 
continually  varying.  Cajaleruela,  who  wrote 
A.  D.  1627,  complained  that  they  were  re- 
duced from  {Qven  millions  to  tvvo  millions^ 
and  an  half.  Uftariz  reckoned  in  his  time 
four  millions ;  but  nov/  they  are  near  five. 
The  proprietors  are  numerous,  fome  having 

only 
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only  three  or  four  thoufand,  while  othero- 
have  ten  times  that  number.  The  Duke 
of  Infantado  has  forty  thoufand.  Each  pro- 
prietor has  a  mayoral  or  chief  fhepherd,  to 
whom  he  allows  annually  one  hundred  do- 
blons,  or  £^ySi  ^^^  ^  horfe;  and  for  every 
flock  of  two  hundred  iheep^  a  feparate  fhep- 
herd, who  is  paid  according  to  his  merit, 
from  eight  lliillings  a  month  to  thirty,  be- 
iides  two  pounds  of  bread  a  day  for  himfelf^ 
and  as  much  for  his  dog,  with  the  privilege 
of  keeping  a  few  goats  on  his  own  account. 

The  produce  of  wool  is  reckoned  to  be 
about  five  pounds  from  every  ewe,,  and  eight 
from  the  wethers ;  and  to  fliear  eight  of  the 
former,  or  five  of  the  latter,  is  reckoned 
a  good  day's  work.  Some,  indeed,  allow 
twelve  fheep  to  every  fliearer ;  but  evert 
this  comes  iliort  of  what  we  do  in  England, 
where  a  common  hand  will  difpatch  fixty 
in  a  day,  and  a  good  workman  has  been, 
known  to  finifli  half  as  many  more. 

The  wool  of  the  Merino  fheep  is  worth 
little  lefs  than  tv/elve  pence  a  pound,  whilfl 
that  of  the  flatiooary  flocks  fells  for  only 
fix  pence ;  and  every  fheep  is  reckoned  to 

yield 
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yield  a  clear  profit  of  ten  pence  to  the  prd- 
prietor,  after  all  expences  are  difcharged. 

When  the  fheep  are  travelling,  they  may 
feed  freely  on  all  the  wafles  and  commons ; 
but,  in  paffing  through  a  cultivated  coun- 
try, they  mufl:  be  confined  within  their 
proper  limits  in  a  way  which  is  ninety  va- 
ras  wide.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that,  in 
fuch  inhofpitable  diflridls,  they  are  made 
to  travel  at  the  rate  of  fix  or  feven  leagues 
a  dayi  but  where  paflure  is  to  be  had,  they 
are  fiaffered  to  move  very  flow.  When 
they  are  to  remove,  either  in  the  fpring  or 
autumn,  if  the  lord  has  no  lands,  where  his 
flocks  are  to  be  flationed,  the  chief  (liep- 
herd  goes  before,  and  engages  agiflment, 
either  of  thofe  proprietors  Vv^ho  have  more 
than  fufficient  for  themfelves,  or  of  the 
corporations,  who,  in  Spain,  have  ufually 
extenfive  walles  and  commons  round  their 
cities. 

It  is  to  thefe  claims  of  the  Merino  flock- 
that  fome  political  writers  have  attributed 
the  want  of  cultivation  in  the  interior  pro- 
vinces of  Spain. 

On  defcending  once  more  into  the  plains 
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^f"  Old  Caftille,  an  obfcrvation,  confirmed 
by  all  with  whom  I  had  any  communication 
on  the  fabjedt,  occurred  to  me,  that  the 
wine  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  miOuntains, 
being  tranfported  to  the  north,  improves 
greatly  in  its  flavour,  precifely  as  other 
wines  improve  by  being  removed  to  warmer 
climates. 

At  the  end  of  three  davs,  when  I  arrived 
iit  Leon,  I  was  fo  well  Satisfied  with  the 
attention  of  my  guide,  that  we  made  a  frefli 
agreement,  and  he  accompanied  me  to  Sa- 
lamanca. For  himfelf,  and  for  his  mule, 
I  was  to  allow  him  a  hard  dollar,  or  about 
four  fliillings  a  day,  both  in  going  and  re- 
turning, he  being  to  pay  all  his  own  cx- 
pences  on  the  road,  which,  for  a  flranger, 
is  the  beft  plan,  although  the  natives  find  it 
more  advantageous  to  maintain  their  guides. 

Having  fettled  all  preliminaries,  and 
made  provifion  for  the  journey,  on  the  6th 
of  October,  we  tui-ned  our  backs  on  Leon  ; 
and,  being  by  this  time  tolerably  acquainted 
with  each  others  dialed:,  we  began  a  con- 
verfation  by  the  way.  The  honefl  fellow, 
taking  a  hearty  fwig  at  the  borracho,  or 
leathern  bottle,  which  contained  our  wine. 

Vol.  n.  F  broke 
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broke  the  iilence,  by  telling  me,  that  this 

was  the  fkiii  of  his  moid  favourite  cat ;  and 

then,  continuing  his  difcourfe,  gave  me  the 

hiftory,  both  of  the  cat  and  of  the  countries 

through  v^hich  he  had  travelled  with  her 

fpoil. — This  was  to  him,  in  all  his  journeys, 

a  conflant  companion,  a  never-failing  fource 

of  confolation ;  and  he  appeared  to  be  as 

fond  of  her  now  dead,  as  it  was  pofTible  for 

him  to  have  been  whilH:  flie  was  fenfible  of 

his  careiTes.     The  fkin  contained  about  a 

gallon,  and  ufually  fcrved  us,  when  filled, 

for  more  than  half  a  day. 

The  way  was  over  an  extenfive  plain  of 

fand  and  gravel,    evidently  brought  from 

diflant  hills,  all  fmooth,   and  rounded  by 

the  adion  of  water.    The  crops  are  chiefly 

rye,    with  fome  wheat  and  barley.      The 

trees  are  the  ilex,  the  poplar,  and  the  elm. 

I  was  ftruck .  with   the  conftru^lion  of 
their  ploughs,  not  merely  as  having  neither 

fheet,  coulter,  mould-board,  fin  (for  to  this 
defed:  I  was  become  familiar),  but  as  hav- 
ing the  fhare  morticed  into  the  curved  beam 
at  leafi:  three  inches  above  its  heel,  creating 
thereby  a  degree  of  fridion,  which  mufl 
greatly  increafe  the  labour  of  the  oxen. 

Women 
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Women  hold  the  plough.  The  cart-wheels 
are  of  plank,  fixed  upon  the  axis,  like  thofe 
in  the  Afturias,  only  they  are  better  made. 

The  numerous  villages  contain  from  fifty 
to  five  or  fix  hundred  mud -wall  cottao^es. 
but  feem  in  general  to  be  going  to  decay. 
The  inns  are  more  wretched  than  thofe  of 
the  Afturias,  and  are  thought  to  be  confi- 
derable,  if  they  make  up  more  than  one 
bed. 

At  T^oral,  where  we  flept  the  firft  night 
from  Leon,  as  foon  as  we  arrived,  I  fur- 
veyed  the  premifes,  and  made  out  my  in- 
ventory of  the  furniture  ;  finding  in  the 
chamber  (for  they  had  only  one)  two  beds, 
two  broken  benches,  one  crippled  table, 
and  a  little  lamp  dripping  its  oil,  and  fmok- 
ing  in  the  middle  of  the  room.  This  cir- 
cumilance  is  not  uncommon,  becaufe  they 
have  no  candles,  and  their  lamps  are  of  the 
moft  rude  conftruftion.  I  was,  however, 
too  much  of  a  traveller  to  feel  difguft,  and 
was  preparing  to  fettle  myfelf  comfortably, 
when  an  old  canon  of  Oviedo,  with  two 
fchool-boys,  and  a  young  friar,  entering, 
told  me,  that  they  had  befpoken  this  room 
feme  days  before.   I  bowed  fubmifiion,  but 
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flopped  one  moment  to  enquire  the  age  of 
this  young  friar.  He  informed  me,  that 
he  was  now  in  his  feventeenth  year;  and 
that,  two  years  before,  at  Avilcs,  in  the 
Afturias,  having  accompUfhed  his  noviciate, 
he  had  bound  himfelf  by  the  irrevocable 

VOVv'S. 

When  I  liad  retired,  my  faithful  guide 
informed  me,  that  he  had  procured  a  bed 
for  me  at  the  houfe  of  the  curate,  who  was 
a  friend  of  his,  whither  he  inflantly  con- 
ducted me.  Here  I  met  with  fuch  a  re- 
ception, that  I  had  no  reafon  to  lament  my 
difappointment  at  the  pofada. 

The  next  morning  we  arrived  at  Bena- 
vente,  and  in  the  way  had  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve  a  change  of  drefs.  In  this  refpecl, 
every  province  has  fomething  peculiar  to 
itfelf.  The  peafants,  who  attracSled  my  at- 
tention, were  from  Aftorga.  They  had 
round  hats,  leather  jackets  without  ileevcs, 
and  trowfers  fomewhat  refembling  thofe  of 
Dutchmen,  perfectly  correfponding  witli 
what  were  formerly  worn  by  the  Brachati, 
Benavente  is  at  prefent  remarkable  only 
for  the  palace  of  the  dutchefs,  a  vafl:  and 
fhapelefs  pile,  poiTefiing  the  marks  of  great 

antiquity. 
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antiquity,  and  commanding  a  moil  exten- 
five  property.  This  city  leems  to  be  goin 
to  decay,  yet  includes  fix  convents.  It  is 
divided  into  nine  pariihes,  and  reckons 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty-four 
fouls. 

Bread  is  here  three  quarts,  or  i-l  penny 
a  pound  of  fiXteen  ounces  ^  beef  is  fewtn 
quarts,  or  a  fmall  fracftion  under  two  pence; 
and  mutton  is  two  pence  farthing  a  pound. 
The  beft  wine  is  about  five  pence  a  gallon. 
Thefe  are  the  flated  prices,  when  beef  and 
mutton  are  to  be  had^  but  my  guide  having 
neglected  to  make  provifion  for  himfelf, 
mull:  have  been  contented  to  pick  the  bones 
of  my  miferable  fowl,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  bounty  of  a  traveller  who  had  more 
than  he  could  eat. 

The  road  from  Leon  to  Zamora  is  about 
eighteen  Spaniih  leagues,  all  the  way  near 
the  Ella,  a  little  river  whofe  water  runs 
into  the  Duero  below  Zamora.  From  this 
circumftance  the  way  is  moftly  level ;  the 
foil,  to  a  great  depth,  is  either  granite  fand, 
or  clay  of  a  weak  contexture;  and  the  vil- 
lages are  compofed  of  mud-wall  cottages. 

At  Santa  Ovena,  having  the  curiofity  to 
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meafure  the  room,  which,  Hke  moft  in 
Spain,  lerved  the  double  purpofe  of  bed- 
chamber and  parlour,  I  found  it  to  be  twelve 
feet  by  ten ;  yet,  in  thefe  contradled  limits 
were  contained,  a  bed,  the  treffels  for  ano- 
ther, a  chair,  a  table,  with  two  large  chefts 
for  the  king's  tobacco,  for  barley,  linen,  and 
all  the  treafures  ot  the  family.  The  kitchen 
is  nearly  of  the  fame  dimenfions :  yet  in  this 
pofada  I  counted  thirty -five  horfes,  mules, 
and  aiTcs,  with  their  riders  and  drivers,  who 
all  found  lodging  for  the  night. 

Whilfl  I  was  at  fupper,  an  old  beggar 
entered ;  when  I  had  given  him  bread  he 
kifled  it,  bowed  his  head,  and  left  the 
room.  Struck  with  his  behaviour,  I  fol- 
lowed him  inlliantly,  and  gave  him  money  5 
he  bowed,  kiifed  it  in  filence,  and  left  the 
inn. 

Z  amor  a,  a  city  of  great  antiquity,  is  at 
prefent  reduced  very  low,  but  formerly  it 
muft  hav2  been  confiderable,  and  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  foon  regain  its  conlequence. 
Situated  in  a  fertile  country,  on  the  con- 
fines of  Portugal,  watered  by  the  Duero, 
and  near  the  conflux  of  the  Efla,  it  muft 
always  have  invited  plenty,  and  when  the 

communi- 
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communication  fhall  be  opened  by  the  ca- 
nal, for  the  tranfport  of  its  producftions,  it 
will  daily  grow  in  wealth.  The  extent  of  its 
fortifications,  twenty-three  parifh  churches, 
and  fixteen  convents,  inclofed  within  the 
walls  j  in  fome  meafure  ferve  to  fhew  what 
it  was;  and  the  recent  decorations  of  the 
cathedral  give  a  good  fpecimen  of  what  it 
may  hereafter  be.  This  building  is  old,  but 
the  altar  is  modern,  and  is  much  to  be  ad- 
mired for  the  variety  of  its  marbles,  chiefly 
from  the  Afturias,  for  the  elegance  of  its 
compolition,  and  for  the  beauty  of  its  hang- 
ings, which  are  made  of  crimfon  velvet, 
richly  embroidered  with  gold. 

The  chief  manufadures  are,  of  hats, 
ferges,  coarfe  cloth,  and  nitre;  but  for  the 
latter  the  climate  is  by  no  means  favour- 
able. 

Beef  is  cheaper  than  at  Benevente,  being 
here  only  fix  quarts,  or  fomething  more 
than  three  halfpence  a  pound;  but  pork  is 
nearly  three  times  as  much. 

From  Zamora  we  travelled  only  three 
leagues,  and  refted  for  the  night  at  Cor  rales, 
a  village  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  cot- 
tages.    It  was  not  till  next  morning  that  I 
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fully  comprehended  for  what  reafon  we  had 
made  fo  fliort  a  journey  the  preceding  day; 
but,  upon  our  entering  an  extenfive  foreft, 
my  provident  conductor  told  me,  that  he 
always  chofe  to  meet  the  morning,  rather 
than  to  be  overtaken  by  the  night,  when- 
ever he  was  to  pafs  through  a  fore  ft,  and 
that,  by  fuch  precautions,  he  had  frequently 
efcaped  unmolefted  where  others  had  been 
robbed. 

From  Corrales  we  afcended  gently  for 
three  leagues,  and  then  defcending  as  many, 
at  the  end  of  feven  hours  we  reached  Cal- 
znda  de  Valdeimciel,  having  travelled  for  at 
Iciift  five  hours  through  a  foreft,  in  v/hich, 
as  we  proceeded,  my  guide  told  me  the 
names  of  the  eminences  to  be  pg.ffed,  aU 
diftinguifhed  by  one  generic  term  Confef- 
Jionarios;  implying,  that  on  thefe  the  tra- 
veller would  fland  in  need  of  a  confefTor  to 
prepare  him  for  his  fate.  Coniidering  the 
vail  extent  of  this  foreft,  and  its  vicinity  to 
Portugal,  no  fituation  can  be  more  fa- 
vourable to  robbers,  or  to  the  fmuggler 
who,  when  he  has  been  plundered  himfeli^ 
is  apt  to  plunder  others. 

The  foil  here  is  moil  evidently  decom- 
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j3ofcd  granite,  with  its  quartz,  feld  fpat, 
and  mica.  The  trees  are  chiefly  ilex,  roble, 
and  the  cork  tree. 

All  the  way  from  Leon  to  Salamanca, 
for  three  and  thirty  leagues,  or  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  country  is  fo 
flat  and  open,  that  the  Moorifla  horfe,  when 
they  invaded  Spain,  muft  have  met  with 
nothing  to  impede  their  progrefs  -,  becaufe, 
in  fuch  extenfive  plains,  an  opprelTed  peo- 
ple, difpirited  and  difarmed,  could  have 
little  inclination  to  make  refinance;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  a  more  hardy  race  in- 
habiting the  mountains  of  the  north,  the 
whole  peninfula  might  at  this  moment 
have  been  numbered  among  the  followers 
of  Mahomet. 

When  I  dire(5led  my  courfe  towards  Sa- 
lamanca, it  was  with  a  view  of  paying  a 
vifit,  by  appointment,  to  the  marquis  of 
Oviedo;  but,  unfortunately  for  me,  on  my 
arrival,  I  found  that  he  was  detained  by  ill- 
nefs  at  Madrid.  This  difappointment  was 
the  more  vexatious,  becaufe  I  had  no  let- 
ters, nor  any  profped:  of  being  introduced. 
I  ventured,  however,  to  prefent  myfelf  to 
Dr,  Curtis,  prefident  of  the  Irifh  college, 

who 
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who  received  me  with  politenefs,  took  me 
under  his  protection,  and,  during  my  ten 
days  abode  at  Salamanca,  ccnlidered  me  as 
part  of  his  £:miiy. 

His  fituation  is  refped:able,  and  the  con- 
vent, part  of  which  he  occupies,  is  one  of 
the  beft  in  Spain.  It  was  built  A.  D.  1614, 
by  the  jefuits,  but,  upon  their  expulfion, 
being  found  much  too  extenfive  for  any  one 
fociety,  it  was  divided;  the  fouth  fide  being 
given  to  the  Irifh,  and  the  north  to  the  bi- 
fliop  of  the  diocefe  for  his  Undents. 

The  wing,  in  the  occupation  of  the 
former,  is  three  ftories  high,  and  more  than 
two  hundred  feet  long.  In  the  middle  of 
each,  through  the  whole  extent,  there  runs 
a  wide  gallery  to  form  a  communication 
between  a  double  range  of  bed -rooms. 
Thefe  long  galleries  having  no  light  ex- 
ceotinp-  at  the  ends,  are  well  adapted  to  the 
climate:  for  even  at  noon,  and  during  the 
moll:  diffolvins;  heats  of  fummer,  they  af- 
ford  a  cool  retreat.  The  whole  building  is 
covered  with  a  terrace  walk,  commanding 
all  the  country;  and  here  the  young  m.en 
take  the  air. 

The  wing  devoted  to  the  bifhop's  col- 
lege 
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lege  Is  nearly  fimilar  to  this,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  cloifter,  and  an  elegant  apart- 
ment of  fixty  feet  by  thirty,  deiigned  for 
conference  and  difputations. 

1  he  church  is  in  common  to  both  efla- 
blilhments,  and  is  built  upon  fuch  a  plan 
as  mull  do  credit  to  the  taile  as  well  as  to 
the  wealth  of  the  difgraced  community. 

In  the  Irifh  college,  threefcore  ftudents 
are  received  at  a  time,  and  when  thefe  are 
fent  back  to  Ireland,  the  fame  number 
from  thence  are  admitted,  to  be  like  them 
trained  up  for  the  miniiby.  Their  courfe 
of  education  requires  eight  years.  They 
are  exped;ed  to  come  well  founded  in  the 
languages-  and  of  the  time  allotted  to  them 
in  Spain,  four  years  are  given  up  to  the 
ftudy  of  philofophy,  the  remainder  to  divi- 
nity. The  fyftem  of  philofophy  includes 
logic,  metaphyfics,  mathematics,  phyfic, 
and  ethics:  for  thefe  they  read  Jacquier^ 
and  for  theology  they  follow  P.  Collet. 
They  rife  every  morning  at  half  pafl  four, 
and  have  no  vacations. 

The  mode  of  giving  lectures  Is  perhaps 
peculiar  to  themfelves,  but  worthy  to  be 
follpwed  in  our  univerfities.     The  ftudents 

•  have 
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hive  queilions  propofed  for  their  difcufHon 
twice  every  day,  and  on  thefe  they  are  in- 
formed what  books  to  read;  then,  fup- 
pofing  the  fubjed:  to  admit  of  a  difpute,  it 
is  carried  on  by  two  of  them  under  the 
diredlion  of  a  moderator,  who  gives  affifl- 
ance  when  it  is  wanted,  and  guides  them 
to  the  truth.  Where  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding is  not  admiffible,  the  tutors,  in- 
ftead  of  giving  formal  ledlures,  employ 
themfelves  in  the  examination  of  their  pu- 
pils, and  the  bufmefs  of  inflrudion  is  thus 
greatly  expedited. 

Doctor  Curtis  lives  with  his  pupils  like 
a  father  with  his  children;  and,  although 
in  a  ftate  of  banifhment,  feems  happy  in  the 
difcharge  of  his  important  functions.  It  is, 
however,  much  to  be  lamented,  that  he  and 
they  fliould  be  reduced  to  the  necelllty  of 
feeking  that  protection  in  a  foreign  and  dif- 
tant  countr\^,  to  which  they  are  entitled  in 
their  own.  This  kind  of  perfecution  is  nei- 
ther juft  nor  politic.  It  is  certain  that  igno- 
rance and  bigotry  have  a  ftrong  connedion. 
Would  you  overcome  inveterate  prejudices, 
and  are  you  anxious  to  banifli  fuperfrition  ? 
let  in  the  li^ht.     W^ould  you  conciliate  the 

aftedtions 
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afFedlions  of  thofe  who  differ  from  you  iii 
their  reHgious  creed  ?  no  longer  perfecute  ; 
embrace  them,  and  from  enemies  they  will 
become  your  friends;  let  in  the  light,  and 
difference  of  opinion  dies  away.  Catholics, 
in  the  more  enlightened  countries,  are  na 
longer  papifts;  their  whole  fyftem  is  going 
to  decay;  and,  without  claiming  more  than 
common  fagacity,  we  may  venture  to  fore- 
tel,  that  in  proportion  as  the  limits  of  to- 
leration fliall  be  extended,  all  that  cannot 
bear  the  light  will  gradually  vanifli,  till  the 
diftincflion  between  catholics  and  proteftants 
iliall  ceafe. 

To  haften  this  event,  the  education  of 
catholics  in  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  the 
miniftry,  fhould  not  only  be  connived  at, 
but  fhould  meet  with  all  poiTilile  encou- 


ragement. 


The  univerfity  of  Salamanca  was  founded 
in  the  year  1200,  by  Alfonfo  IX,  king  of 
Leon,  and  regulated  by  Alfonfo,  furnamed 
the  Wife,  (A.  D.  1254^  under  whofe  pro- 
tedion  flouriflied  the  greateft  aftronomers 
of  Europe.  This  feminary  foon  rofe  into 
importance,  and  became  eminent  in  Eu- 
rope by  acquaintance  with  the  Arabian  au- 
thors. 
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thors,  and,  through  them,  with  the  Greek. 
Its  profelTors  trail  dated  Avicena,  who  took 
the  lead  in  medicine,  and  Averroes,  who 
had  beftowed  n^uch  time  in  ftudying  Arif- 
totle ;  but  not  fatisfied  with  copying  from 
the  Arabs,  they  laboured  much  themlelves, 
and  became  juilly  famous  in  their  day  for 
their  knowledge  in  j  urifprudence,  and  for 
their  progrefs  in  all  the  fciences  then  culti- 
vated in  Europe.  The  reverence  of  the 
firft  profelTors  of  this  univeriity  for  Ariflo- 
tle  and  for  Thomas  Aquinas,  continues  to 
the  prefent  day.  The  court  indeed  has 
long  declared  war  againfl  them  both,  and 
repeatedly  commanded  that  they  fhould  be 
abandoned;  but,  not  having  adopted  fuch 
methods  as  are  practicable,  to  fecure  obe- 
dience, the  old  profeflbrs  walk  in  the  fame 
path  in  which  their  fathers  walked  before 
them. 

We  are  not  however  to  imagine  that  Sa- 
lamanca produces  no  men  of  liberal  ideas; 
far  be  it  from  us  to  entertain  fuch  a 
tiiought;  becaufe  we  know  that  even  in  the 
darkeft  ages,  fome  men  of  fcience  were  hid 
in  convents,  who,  had  they  lived  in  more 
favourable  times,  would  have  diifufed  light, 
*  and 
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and  have  been  admired  in  the  world.  One 
fuch,  and  I  doubt  not  there  may  be  many, 
I  met  with  in  D.  Jofeph  Diaz,  a  father  of 
the  Auguflines ;  who,  for  learning,  good 
fenfe,  and  liberality  of  fentiment,  would  be 
an  ornament  to  any  country. 

The  ftudents  were  formerly  reckoned 
about  fixteen  thoufand,  but  they  are  now 
much  reduced;  and,  in  1785,  the  number 
matriculated  was  nineteen  hundred  and 
nine. 

The  library  is  fpacious,  and  tolerably 
well  furnifhed  with  modern  books;  yet  the 
bulk  is  trafh,  conlifting  principally  of  fcho- 
laftic  divinity. 

Of  all  the  public  edifices,  the  cathedral 
is  the  mod:  worthy  of  attention.  The  foun- 
dation of  this  ancient  flrudture  was  laid 
A.  D.  151 3,  but  it  was  not  finifhed  till 
1734.  It  is  three  hundred  and  feventy- 
eight  feet  long,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  wide  in  the  clear,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  high  in  the  nave,  and  eighty  in  the 
ailes.  The  whole  is  beautiful,  but  the  moil 
ftriking  part  of  this  church,  and  of  many 
public  buildings  in  this  city,  is  the  fculp- 
ture,  which  merits  admiration,  not  only  for 

the 
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the  taftc  tlicrein  difpkyed,  but  for  its  ex-* 
cellent  prefervation.  Over  the  principal 
door  is  reprefented,  in  hold  rehef,  the  ado- 
ration of  the  iages ;  and  over  another,  the 
public  entrance  of  Chrift  into  Jerufalem; 
all  appearing  as  frefli  and  fharp  as  if  they 
Were  but  recently  put  up. 

The  church  of  the  Dominicans  comes 
little  fhort  of  the  cathedral  in  point  of 
fculpture.  It  has  a  reprefentaticii  of  St. 
Stephen  floned,  with  a  crucifix  above  it, 
ail  as  large  as  life,  and  not  apparently  in- 
jured by  the  weather.  Indeed  in  both  thefe 
edifices  the  carvings  are  in  fome  m.eafure 
protecfted,  not  from  a  driving  rain,  but  from 
its  perpendicular  defcent,  becaufe  they  link 
back  as  much  as  the  thicknefs  of  the  wall 
will  permit,  v/hich  is  at  leail  fix  fettj  and 
are  furrounded  by  mouldings  projecfling 
confiderably  beyond  the  wall.  The  pre- 
caution, without  doubt,  was  prudent^  yet  1 
w^as  not  a  little  flruck  when  I  obferved  the 
ornaments  of  bafs- relief  preferving  their 
fharpeft  angles,  even  when  expofed  to  the 
full  force  of  the  defl:ru6live  elements.  This 
circumftance  may  be  readily  accounted  for, 
when  we  confider  that  the  ftone  is  a  grit, 

which 
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%vhich  when  firfl  taken  from  the  quarry, 
is  foft ;  but,  upon  being  expofed  to  the  air, 
acquires  hardnefs.  Hence  it  is  pecuHarly 
valuable  both  to  the  architedl  and  the  fculp- 
tor ;  and  to  thefe  properties  we  may  attri- 
bute the  beautiful  monuments  of  art  which 
abound  in  Salamanca. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  defcribe  the  con- 
vents and  public  feminaries  of  this  once  fa- 
mous city,  yet,  to  pafs  them  all  in  filence, 
would  be  inexcufabie.  I  therefore  briefly 
mention  fuch  as  are  moft  worthy  of  atten- 
tion. 

Among  thefe  may  certainly  be  reckoned 
the  old  college :  here  the  quadrangle  is 
fmall,  yet  elegant;  and  the  cloifter,  with 
its  four  and  twenty  columns,  one  of  the 
prettieft  in  Salamanca :  the  apartments  are 
commodious,  and  thofe  of  the  regent  are  in 
a  fuperior  ftile. 

The  college  of  the  archbifhop  is  built 
upon  a  larger  fcale,  more  light  and  airy, 
and  having  four  galleries  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  feet,  with  two  and  thirty  co- 
lumns fupported  by  as  many,  which  form 
the  cloifter,  it  may  be  called  magnificent. 
The  date  of  this  building  is  1 550. 

Vol.  II.  G  Cuenca 
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Cuenca  college  is  remarkable  at  prefent 
for  its  neatnefs  and  limplicity;  but  the 
portico,  when  finiflied,  will  place  it  among 
the  niofl  elegant  buildings  of  this  city. 

The  college  of  Oviedo,  with  the  churches 
of  the  Aiigujiinos  Calzados  and  of  the  Car- 
tnditas  DcfcalzoSj  deferve  attention. 

Of  all  thefe  colleges  and  convents,  it  were 
endkfs  to  enumerate  the  treafures  and  rich 
Jewels  defigned  for  the  fervice  of  the  altar. 
Whatever  is  mofl  valuable,  the  produce  of 
Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  and  America,  is  here 
coUcdedj  and  the  beft  workmen,  in  every 
country,  have  exerted  all  their  tafte  and 
fkill,  each  in  his  feveral  branch,  to  Hiew 
the  perfection  of  his  art.  The  ornaments 
and  drelles  of  the  priefls  are  both  rich  and 
beautiful  i  but  the  mofi:  coftly  piece  of  fur- 
niture, in  moft  convents,  is  the  Cuflodia, 
that  is,  the  depofitory  cf  the  hoft,  or,  ac- 
cording to  the  ideas  of  a  catholic,  the 
throne  of  the  Moil  High,  when,  upon  fo- 
lemn  feftivals,  he  appears  to  command  the 
adoration  of  mankind.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  expend  fix  thoufand  ounces  of  fil- 
ver  upon  one  of  thefc,  belides  gold  and 
precious  Hones ;   yet,  in  moil  of  them,  the 

work- 
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workman rtiip  furpaGTes    the    value   of  ths 
materials. 

The  great  fquare,  although  lafl:  men- 
tioned, is  not  leafl  worthy  of  attention.  I 
had  almoil;  hourly  occalion  to  pafs  through 
it,  and  never  faw  it  without  pleafure.  It 
is  fpacious,  regular,  built  upon  arches,  and 
furrounded  with  piazzas.  Such  a  fquare 
would  be  admired  eveji  in  London,  or  in 
Paris;  but  in  a  city  like  Salamanca,  where 
all  the  flreets  are  narrow,  it  gives  peculiar 
expanfion  to  the  lungs,  when  you  find 
yourfelf  at  liberty  to  breathe,  when  light 
burils  upon  you  by  furprife,  and  when 
fymmetry  unites  with  greatnefs  in  all  the 
objedls  by  which  you  are  encompafTed. 

The  portico  is  not  more  to  be  admired 
for  its  beauty  in  the  day,  than  for  the  pro- 
tecftion  it  affords  by  night;  becaufe  in  this 
city  they  have  an  execrable  cuftom,  both 
offenfive  to  the  noflrils,  and  defi:rud:ive  of 
good  clothes,  fimilar  to  that  for  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Old  Town  in  Edinburgh 
have  been  defervedly  reproached. 

In  the  year  1030,  there  was  not  a  fingle 
convent  in  Salamanca;  and  in  1480  they 
had  only  fix  for  men,  and  three  for  women; 
but  now  there  are  thirty-nine.     In  151 8, 
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they  counted  eleven  thoufand  virgins  j  at 
prefent  the  perfons  under  vows  are  happily- 
reduced  to  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
nineteen. 

The  houfes  are  no  more  than  three  thou- 
fand, yet  they  have  twenty -feven  parifh 
churches,  with  fifteen  chapels,  and  the 
clergy  are,  of  thofe  that  are  parochial,  three 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  -,  of  the  cathedral, 
one  hundred  thirty- two  j  befides  the  royal 
clergy  of  S.  Mark,  forty-nine;  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  five  hundred  and  eighty. 

'In  a  city  where  the  convents  and  clergy 
are  fo  numerous,  it  may  be  well  expected 
that  beggars  will  abound,  and  agreeably  to 
this  idea  it  is  feen,  that  by  the  ample  pro- 
vifion  here  made  for  lazinefs,  every  flreet 
fwarms  with  vagabonds,  not  merely  with 
thofe  who  are  proper  objed:s  of  compaf- 
lion,  but  with  wretches,  who,  if  compelled 
to  w^ork,  would  be  found  abundantly  able 
to  maintain  themfelves.  There  is  indeed 
an  hofpicio,  or  general  w^ork-houfc,  for 
their  reception  ^  but  as  the  funds  are  li- 
mited, and  do  not  amount  to  fixteen  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year,  it  can  fupport  only 
four  hundred  and  fifty  paupers.  Should, 
however,  the  government  be  inclined  to  in- 

creafe 
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creafe  thele  funds,  it  will  make  no  great 
difference,  becaufe  the  numbers  both  in 
the  work-houfe  and  the  flreets  will  always 
bear  proportion  to  the  food  diftributed. 
This  truth  can  fcarcely  be  inculcated  too 
often;  but  I  fhall  defer  my  obfervations 
upon  it,  till  I  come  to  treat  of  Cadiz. 

Among  the  various  implements  in  this 
hofpicio,  I  was  much  pleafed  with  one  for 
weaving  tape,  both  cheap  and  limple  in 
its  conftrud;ion,  and  fo  expeditious  in  its 
work,  that  a  little  child  weaves  near  fifty 
yards,  and  a  woman  more  than  one  hufi- 
dred  and  twenty,  in  a  day.  I  fhall  defcrib© 
it  by  the  afliflance  of  a  drawing. 


c 

a,  b.  c.  d.     Is  the  frame. 
e.  f.     The  warp,  or  chain. 
g.  h.     The  two  harnefTes. 
/'.  k.     Treadles  to  work  the 

harnefs. 
/.  m.     The  roller  and  ratchet 


to  wind  the  warp. 

n.  0.  The  lantern  to  ftrain  the 
warp. 

/.  q.  The  roller  and  ratchet- 
wheel  to  wind  the  tape. 

r.  The  bobbin.     :.  The  flaie. 
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The  bobbin  is  worked  by  the  left  hand 
alone,  the  fingers  being  kept  under  the 
chain,  and  the  thumb  above  it.  The  flaie 
is  held  in  the  right  hand  to  beat  up  the 
work. 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  hufbandry 
in  the  vicinity  of  this  city,  as  being  fuited 
to  the  foil.  The  plough  has  neither  coul- 
ter, fin,  nor  mould-board;  but  near  the 
tail  of  the  fhare  it  has  two  pins,  fo  dif- 
pofed  as  to  lay  the  furrow  in  high  rafters 
or  ridges,  like  the  roof  of  a  houfe.  In  this 
condition  the  land  is  left  till  feed  tirne^ 
when  the  ploughman  firft  fows  the  grain, 
then  flits  the  furrow;  and  thus  the  feed, 
being  all  covered  at  an  equal  depth,  fprings 
away  together,  and  appears  as  if  it  had  been 
drilled.  This,  in  a  light  foil,  is  certainly 
much  better  than  either  to  plough  clean 
before  the  grain  is  put  into  the  ground,  or 
to  fow  it  under  furrow,  according  to  the 
practice  of  fome  Englifh  farmers;  yet  I  am 

incUned  to  think  that  the  Hamplhire  me- 

J. 

thod  of  fowing  upon  flale  fallows,  and  let- 
ting in  the  feed  by  drags,  would  be  found 
more  profitable. 

It  is  well  known,  that  by  this  modern 
improvement,  the  value  of  land  has  been 

more 
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more  tlian  doubled  upon  all  the  Hampfliird 
hills.      When    they    were    accuflomed    to 
plough  often  for   their   wheat,    as   in  the 
low  countries,  and  upon  ftrong  land,  it  has 
frequently  happened,  that  after  fowing  four 
bufliels  to  an  acre,  they  have  reaped  only 
eight,  and  fometimes  not  more  than  half  as 
much.     But  now,  by  fuffering  the  land  to 
fettle,   by   fcattering   their  feed   upon   the 
ground,  when  the  whole  perhaps  is  cover- 
ed with  thiftles,  and  by  paffing  their  heavy 
drags  twice  over  the  field,  moving  each  time 
the  length-way  of  the  furrow,  they  make 
a  faving  on  the  quantity  of  feed,  and  more 
than  double  the  produce  they  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  receive.     By  improving  on  this 
pracftice,  that  is,  by  pufhing  the  principle 
fo  far  as  to  fold  his  fheep  upon  the  land 
as  fafl  as  he  had  fown  it,  a  judicious  farmer, 
who  lives  at  Cholterton  in  Wiltfhire,  a  few 
years  fince  reaped  forty  bufliels  from  an  acre, 
on  land  which,  with  different  management, 
would  probably  never  have  yielded  back 
the  feed  he  fowed. 

When  I  exprefs  myfelf  fatlsfied  with  the 
hufbandry  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sala- 
manca,   it  is   only  fo  far  as  it  relates  to 
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ploughing ;  for,  in  no  other  refpedt  has  it 
any  claim  to  approbation.     The  ploughman 
and  the  grazier,  inlliead  of  being  united  in 
the  fame  perfon,  are  here  eternally  at  vari- 
ance ;  and  as  the  latter  is  the  befl  tenant, 
the  great  proprietors  give  him  the  prefer- 
ence.    Hence  the  country  has  been  depo- 
pulated, and  the  lands,  which  are  in  tillage, 
for  want  of  cattle  to  manure  and  tread  them, 
produce  light  crops  of  corn.    This  bifhopric 
formerly  contained  icven  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  corporation  towns  ;    but  now  it  has 
only  three  hundred  and  thirty-three,   the 
other  four  hundred  and  fifteen  being  de- 
ferted,  and   their  arable  lands   reduced  to 
pafture.     To  fuch  an  extent  is  the  depo- 
pulation fpread,  that,  in  a  fpace  .of  fevcn 
leagues  in  length,  and  five  in  breadth,  which 
formerly  contained  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  towns,  each  with  its  corregidor  and 
council,  only  thirteen  remain.    Thefe  have 
forty -feven  churches. 

The  foil,  I  have  faid,  is  light.  It  is  a 
fand,  and  evidently  a  decompofed  granite, 
becaufe,  upon  examination,  it  is  feen  to  be 
plentifully  charged  with  a  fine  white  mica. 
The  rock  is  chiefly  granite,  covered  in  fome 

places 
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places  with  fchift,  but  in  others  with  fili- 
cious  grit,  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is 
nothing  but  the  fine  fand  or  broken  quarts 
of  the  granite,  united  by  a  cement. 

All  men  are  fond  of  fyftem  :  they  alTem- 
ble  fadts,  and  are  never  happier  than  when 
from  thefe  they  can  deduce  fome  general 
conclufion.  The  fads  I  wilL  to  have  re- 
corded, are  fuch  as  may  trfce  out  the  ori- 
gin of  grit ;  and  I  am  at  prefent  much  in- 
clined to  think,  that  hereafter  it  will  be 
given  to  the  granite.  The  connecflion,  as 
it  relates  to  vicinity,  flands  confefled,  and 
may  be  fo  far  ufeful  in  making  out  the  hif- 
tory  of  that  great  revolution  w^hich  once 
happened  to  our  earth  ;  but,  from  my 
own  obfervations,  I  am  ready  to  infer  a 
more  intimate  connection,  and  that  they 
ftand  related  to  each  other  as  effect  and 
caufe,  or  as  the  parent  and  his  offspring. 

I  have  already  fuggefted  this  idea,  and 
have  ventured  to  draw  one  conclufion  from 
it  in  refped:  to  Monjouv,  near  Barcelona, 
If  well  founded,  this  will  affift  us  to  ac- 
count for  the  aflonilhing  number  of  large 
grit  flones,  or  grey  whethers,  as  they  are 
called,  on  the  Wiltfliire  Downs,  and  will 

confirm 
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confirm  the  diluvlan  fyflem  firil:  fuggefted 
by  Mr.  King,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
aftions  of  1767-  I  muft,  however,  referve 
what  I  have  to  fay  upon  this  fubjed:,  till  I 
come  to  the  defcription  of  the  Alps,  on 
niy  return  from  Spain. 

The  government  of  the  city  is  in  a  cor- 
regidor,  one  alcalde  mayor,  and  forty-eight 
regidores. 

When  I  had  fatisfied  my  curiofity  at  Sa- 
lamanca, and  found  my  ftrength  fo  far  re- 
llored  that  I  could  with  fafety  profecute 
my  journey,  I  made  an  agreement  with  a 
Mozo  del  Cammo,  for  himfelf  and  mule,  to 
go  with  me  to  the  Efcurial,  not  by  the  di- 
red:  road,  but  by  a  fmall  detour,  in  order 
to  fee,  at  Piedrahita,  a  famous  country-feat 
built  by  the  Duke  of  Alba.  The  next  day, 
after  dinner,  Odober  22,  I  took  leave  of 
Dr.  Curtis  with  a  cordial  regret  at  parting, 
and  fet  forward  on  my  way,  proceeding  to- 
wards Alba. 

For  the  firfl:  two  leagues  we  afcended 
gradually  ;  then  entered  a  fore  ft  of  ilex, 
which,  as  my  guide  informed  me,  ftretches 
eaft  and  weft  near  forty  leagues.  The  acorns 
here  are  of  the  kind  defcribed  by  Horace, 

as 
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as  the  origin  of  war  among  the  rude  in- 
habitants of  an  infant  world,  "  glandem 
"  atque  cubllia  propter,"  Not  auflere, 
like  thofe  of  the  oak,  or  of  the  common 
ilex,  but  fweet  and  palatable,  like  the  chef- 
nut,  they  are  food,  not  merely  for  the  fwine^ 
but  for  the  peafants,  and  yield  confiderable 
profit.  Beyond  the  limits  of  this  foreft, 
we  began  to  defcend  through  a  fine  culti- 
vated country,  abounding  with  corn  and 
wine  ;  and,  at  the  diflance  of  four  fliort 
leagues  from  Salamanca,  we  reached  Alba. 

This  city  contains  at  prefent  only  three 
hundred  houfes,  and  has  feven  convents. 
One  of  them,  that  of  the  Carmelites,  merits 
attention  for  its  pictures,  and  for  its  trea- 
fures  ;  but  the  greateft  curiofity  is  the 
caftle,  with  its  round  tower,  fupported  by 
four  fquare  ones,  in  which  is  depofited  the 
armour  of  all  the  dukes  of  Alba.  To  this 
ancient  edifice  they  have  added,  at  fuccefilve 
periods,  more  modern  habitations,  forming 
a  confiderable  quadrangle  j  but  unfortu- 
nately all  the  rooms  are  fmall. 

About  three  leagues  from  hence,  we  en- 
tered another  vafi:  forefi:  of  the  ilex,  where 
we  faw  many  droves  of  fwine,  a  village  vmh 
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a  church,  and  only  four  cottages,  including 
the  habitation  of  the  curate.  Here  we 
took  up  our  quarters  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  i  and  having  left  it,  were  proceeding 
towards  Piedrahita,  when  a  fall  of  heavy 
and  inceflant  rain  compelled  us  to  flop  fhort 
of  it,  and  to  have  recourfe  for  fhelter  to  a 
miferable  village  called  Malpartido.  The 
pofada  had  only  one  bed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
whole  family  -,  and  as  that  was  occupied  by 
a  lad,  fon  to  the  good  woman  of  the  houfe, 
then  dying  of  a  putrid  fever,  we  had  a  mofl: 
uncomfortable  profpeft  for  the  night.  Be- 
iides  the  bed-chamber,  they  had,  as  ufual, 
a  kitchen,  a  room  of  about  ten  feet  fquare, 
with  an  elevated  hearth  in  the  centre  of  it, 
over  which  a  little  opening  in  the  roof  af- 
forded a  vent  for  the  fmoke.  Around  the 
hearth  was  a  v/ide  bench,  which  by  day 
fupplied  the  place  of  chairs,  and  by  night 
ferved  the  purpofe  of  a  bed.  Upon  this 
they  defigned  to  fcatter  ilraw  for  me,  leav- 
ing my  guide  to  meafure  his  length  on  the 
bare  board  at  the  other  end  of  this  magni- 
ficent apartment.  Happily,  however,  I  had 
a  pafs  from  count  Campomanes  in  my  poc- 
ket.    This  I  fent,  with  my  humble  duty 

to 
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to  the  alcalde,  requefting  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  procure  me  a  lodging  for  the 
night.  In  a  few  minutes  the  melTenger 
returned,  and  foon  after  the  alcalde  was 
announced.  I  rofe  up  inflantly,  prepared 
to  meet  him  with  profound  refped:  ;  but, 
inftead  of  a  haughty  magiftrate,  fuch  as  my 
imagination  had  conceived  him,  behold  a 
little  inlignificant  man,  humble  in  his  ap- 
pearance, drefled  in  a  coleto,  or  leathern 
jacket  deflitute  of  lleeves,  and  bound  clofe 
round  him  with  a  girdle  of  the  fame  mate- 
rials. He  informed  me,  that  he  had  made 
all  arrangements,  and  that  the  bell  bed  in 
the  village  was  preparing  for  me.  He  had 
fcarcely  iinifhed,  when  the  young  man, 
whofe  place  I  was  to  occupy,  entered  to 
expoftulate ;  but  the  alcalde  cut  him  fhort 
with  ?20  hay  remedio ;  and  therefore,  finding 
that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  complain,  he 
quitted  poifefiion  with  a  good  grace,  and 
took  up  his  lodging  in  the  houfe  of  fome 
relation.  Having  thus  fecured  a  bed,  I 
left  my  guide  to  take  good  care  of  the  al- 
calde, as  a  token  of  gratitude  for  his  at- 
tention, and  retired  to  my  quarters  for  the 
night. 

In 
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In  my  new  habitation  I  met  with  a  com- 
fortable bed,  clean  fheets,  and  a  kind  recep- 
tion from  the  family ;  and  when  I  was  to 
quit  them  in  the  morning,  they  could  not 
be  prev^ailed  upon  to  accept  a  recompenfe. 
I  was  much  furprifed  at  finding  fuch  gene- 
rous fentiments  in  a  cottage ;  but  1  have 
fince  had  frequent  opportunities  of  admir- 
ing the  high  fpirit  of  the  Spaniards,  and,  in 
many  injianccsy  their  contempt  for  money. 

The  putrid  fever  was  not  confined  to  the 
pofada  ;    it   raged  without  reftraint  ^   and, 
not  only  in  this  village,  but  in  thofe  of  the 
vicinity,   there  was  fcarcely  a  houfe  from 
which  they  had  not  lately  buried  one  of  the 
family.    It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the 
curates  in  Spain  are  not  taught  the  manage- 
ment  of  fevers.     As  they  muft  attend  the 
dvins:,    to   adminiller    the    facraments,    it 
would  be  a  deed  of  mercy  well  fuited  to 
their  charader,  and  by  no  means  inconfift- 
ent  with  their  facred  fundions,  fliould  they 
learn  to  prefcribe  the  medicines,  vv^hich,  in 
England,  when  properly  applied,  generally 
fucceed  in  checking  the  difeafe,  and  refcu- 
ing  from  death.     This  knowledge  may  be 
eafilv  acauired :  and  whenever  it  (liall  be 
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univerfally  diiFufed,  fevers  will  ceafe  to  be 
fo  deilrudive  as  at  prefent,  and  will  be  fear- 
ed in  many  cafes  no  more  than  fire,  which, 
well  regulated,  is  not  only  fafe,  but  falutary ; 
yet,  if  fuffercd  to  fpread,  is  fatal  to  the  houfe. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  iniinuate,  that  the 
two  profeiiions  of  phyfic  and  divinity  fliould 
be  united,  but  only  that  in  every  place  there 
ihould  be  fome  one  at  hand  who  might  en- 
deavour to  extinguifli  this  deftrudive  flame 
the  moment  it  appears  ;  and,  confidering 
how  fmall  and  thinly  fcattered  are  the  vil- 
lages in  Spain,  and  how  wretched  their  in- 
habitants, tlie  curate  is  the  only  perfon  from 
whom  they  may  naturally  exped:  relief. 

The  country  beyond  Malpartido  is  ex- 
ceedingly broken ;  and  the  granite  rocks, 
expoling  their  rugged  fronts  without  a  co- 
vering, fliew  clearly,  that  the  fummit  of 
this  great  chain  of  mountains  is  not  remote. 
We  had  been  afcending  all  the  way  from 
Salamanca ;  but  lia.viBg'  left  the  Tormes, 
as  we  draw  nigh  to  Piedrahita,  the  waters 
take  another  courfe,  and  run  into  the  Adaja. 

Piedrahita  is  a  village  of  one  hundred  and 

Mty  houfes,  with  three  convents  and  a  bea- 

terio,  belonging  to  the.dutchefs  of  Alba,  and 
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famous  only  on  account  of  a  country-feat 
erected  here  by  the  late  duke,  in  imitation 
of  the  Englifh.  Inftead  of  being  built  round 
a  court,  with  a  corridor,  like  the  Spanijfli 
houfes,  it  prefents  a  front  of  one  hundred 
feet,  with  two  projeding  wings  of  fixty  feet; 
and  the  ground  floor,  inftead  of  being  aban- 
doned to  coach-houfe  and  flables,  is  occu- 
pied by  the  kitchen,  the  offices,  and  the 
principal  apartments ;  and  over  thefe,  are 
bed-chambers  for  fervants.  Contrary  to  the 
Spanifh  cuflom,  every  room  is  ceiled,  and 
the  walls  are  papered.  Altogether,  it  is  a 
comfortable  refidence ;  but,  to  an  Englifh- 
man,  it  has  no  great  pretenlions.  Had  not 
the  faircfl  part  of  its  furniture  been  remov- 
ed, it  w^ould  have  feemed  more  beautiful ; 
for  the  dutchefs,  who  had  been  there  with 
her  friends  for  a  few  weeks  during  the 
greateft  heats  of  fummer,  v/as  lately  return- 
ed to  court,  and  her  prelence  would  have 
made  a  more  humble  habitation  appear  en- 
chanting. 

In  leaving  Piedrahita,  we  continued  along 
the  valley,  Ihut  in  between  high  mountains, 
all  covered  with  the  ilex  and  gumcifhus. 
Thefe,  mixed  with  the  grey  granite  rocks, 

make 
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make  a  beautiful  appearance.  As  we  ad- 
vanced, we  overtook  feveral  Merino  flocks 
returning  to  the  fouth.  Near  the  Cafas  del 
Puerto,  we  entered  another  valley,  running 
eail  and  weft  near  ten  leagues,  and  never 
much  more  than  a  mile  in  breadth.  At  the 
end  of  it,  flands  Avila, 

The  foil  is  fand ;  the  plough  is  like  that 
laft  defcribed ;  the  fields  are  divided  into 
fmall  portions ;  and  the  pafture  is  common. 
Their  fheep  are  folded,  and  the  fliepherd 
remains  all  night  with  his  dogs  near  his 
flock,  fheltered  only  by  a  flraw  cabin,  jufc 
large  enough  to  ftretch  himfelf  at  length* 
They  have  no  iron  about  their  carts,  either 
on  the  wheels  or  axle-tree ;  the  whole  is 
wood.  The  oxen  are  yoked  in  pairs,  and 
draw  heavy  burdens  by  their  horns.  The 
drefs  of  the  peafant  is  the  coleto. 

As  foon  as  we  arrived  in  Avila,  I  vifited 
the  market,  to  make,  as  ufual,  provifion 
for  the  day ;  and  having  purchafed  a  kid, 
which,  when  the  Merino  flocks  are  paffing, 
fells  for  about  ten  reales,  or  two  ihlilings,  I 
fent  it  to  the  cook's  fliop,  and  then  began 
my. rambles.  Whilfl:  I  was  making  fome 
enquiries,   a  gentleman  accoiled  me,  gave 
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me  the  informations  I  required,  undertook 
himfelf  to  be  my  guide,  and,  before  we 
parted,  made  me  engage  to  dine  with  him. 
This  was  D.  Baltafar  Lezaeta,  a  preben- 
dary of  the  cathedral;  from  whom  I  re- 
ceived as  much  attention  as  if  I  had  been 
recommended  by  a  friend. 

Avila  has  at  prefent  only  a  thoufand 
houfes,  or  one-fixth  part  of  its  former  po- 
pulation; yet  the  convents  are  not  dimi- 
nillied,  being  fixteen  in  number,  nine  for 
men,  feven  for  women.  Befides  thefe,  it 
maintains  eight  pariili  churches,  a  cathe- 
dral with  forty  canons,  five  hofpitals,  and 
a  univerfity.  No  wonder,  then,  that  it 
iliould  fvvarm,  as  it  does,  with  fturdy  beg- 


gars. 


This  city,  built  upon  a  granite  rock,  and 
inclofed  by  a  wall,  with  eighty-eight  pro- 
ieding  towers,  has  every  where  the  appear- 
ance of  great  antiquity,  but  more  efpecially 
in  the  cathedral. 

In  this  are  many  things  worthy  of  at- 
tention, but  principally  the  cloifter,  for  its 
•  exquifite  neatnefs,  and  elegant  fimplicity. 
The  facrilly  is  a  good  building,  and  the 
treafure  contained  in  it,  both  in  plate  and 

jewels. 
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jewels,  would  in  England  be  called  Inefli- 
mable.  The  cuftodia,  as  ufual,  of  folid  fil- 
ver,  is  four  feet  high,  adorned  with  Ionic, 
Compofite,  and  Corinthian  columns,  and 
difplays  much  tafte  both  in  its  defign  and 
execution.  Among  their  jewels  they  have 
the  perioral  of  the  late  archbifhop  of  To- 
ledo, the  infant  don  Luis,  valuable  chiefly 
for  its  gems,  all  large  and  of  the  iineft  wa- 
ter.    The  choir  has  beautiful  carvings. 

Of  the  convents,  the  moft  remarkable  are 
thofe  of  the  Carmelites;  one  for  nuns,  the 
other  for  friars  -,  the  latter  built  upon  the 
fpot  where  S.  Terefa  was  born,  the  former 
where  fhe  took  the  veil.  In  this,  the  prin- 
cipal thing  at  prefent  worthy  to  be  noticed, 
is  a  picture  by  Morales,  reprefenting  a  dead 
Chrift  in  his  mother's  arms;  of  which,  no* 
thing  need  be  faid  after  having  named  the 
painter,  becaufe  all  his  works  have  fuch 
peculiar  foftnefs  and  expreffion,  that  men 
have  univerfally  agreed  in  calling  him,  di- 
vine. The  Carmelites  of  Avila  once  pof- 
fefTed  a  treafure  infinitely  more  valuable  to 
them  than  all  the  pi(ftures  ever  painted  by 
Morales  :  this  was  the  body  of  S.  Terefa. 
It  was  originally  interred  at  Alba,  A.  D. 
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15S2,  but  three  years  afterwards  It  was 
lecretly  taken  up,  and  conveyed  to  Avila, 
where  it  was  not  fuffered  long  to  reft ;  for 
the  duke  of  Alba  finding  all  other  expe- 
dients vain,  made  application  to  the  pope, 
and  obtained  an  order  for  its  return. 

The  life  of  S.  Terefa,  lately  publifhed 
among  thofe  of  other  faints,  by  the  Rev. 
A.  Butler,  is  peculiarly  interefting.  Her 
frame  was  naturally  delicate,  her  imagina- 
tion lively,  and  her  mind,  incapable  of  be- 
ing fixed  by  trivial  objed:s,  turned  with 
avidity  to  thofe  which  religion  offered,  the 
moment  they  were  prefented  to  her  view. 
But  unfortunately  meeting  with  the  writ- 
ings of  S.  Jerom,  fhe  became  enamoured  of 
the  monaftic  life,  and  quitting  the  line  for 
which  nature  defigned  her,  die  renounced 
the  moft  endearing  ties,  and  bound  herfelf 
by  the  irrevocable  vow.  Deep  melancholy 
then  feized  on  her,  and  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  for  many  days  flie  lay  both 
motionlefs  and  fenfelefs,  like  one  who  is  in 
a  trance.  Her  tender  frame,  thus  (haken, 
prepared  her  for  extafies  and  vifions,  fuch 
'  as  it  might  appear  invidious  to  repeat,  were 
they  not   related  by   herfelf,  and  by  her 
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gfeateft  admirers.     She  tells  us,  that  in  the 
fervour  of  her  devotion,  fhe  not  only  be- 
came infenfible  to  every  thing  around  her, 
but  that  her  body  was  often  lifted  up  from 
the  earth,  although  (he  endeavoured  to  re- 
lift  the  motion;  and  bifhop  Yepez  relates 
in  particular,  that  when  fhe  was  going  to 
receive   the   eucharifl   at  Avila,    fhe    was 
raifed  in  a  rapture   higher  than  the  grate, 
through  which,  as  ufual  in  nunneries,  it 
was  prefented  to  her.     She  often  heard  the 
voice  of  God  when  fhe  v/as  recovered  from 
a  trance,   but  fometimes  the  devil,  by  imi- 
tation, endeavoured  to  deceive  her;  yet  fhe 
was  always  able  to  detedt  the  fraud.     She 
frequently  faw  S.  Peter  and  S.  Paul  ftand- 
ing  on  her  left  hand,  whilfl  our  Lord  pre- 
fented himfelf  before  her  eyes   in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  was   impofTible  for  her  to 
think  it  was   the  devil;   yet,  in  obedience 
to  the  church,  and  by  the  advice  of  her 
confefTor,  fhe  infulted  the  vifion,  as  ihe  had 
been  ufed  to  do  the  evil  fpirits,  by  crofling 
herfelf,  and  making  figns  of  fcorn.     Once, 
when  fhe  held  in  her  hand  the  crols  which 
was  at  the  end  of  her  beads,  our  Lord  took 
it  from  her,  and  when  he  reflored  it,  fhe 
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faw  it  compofed  of  four  large  gems  incom- 
parably   more    precious     than    diamonds. 
Thefe  had  his  five  wounds  engraved  upon 
them  after  a  moft  curious  manner  j  and  he 
told  her  that  fhe  fhould  always  fee  that 
fame  appearance :  and  fo  fhe  did ;  for  from 
that  time  fhe  no  longer  faw  the  matter  of 
which  the  crofs  was  made,  but  only  thefe 
precious  flones,  although  no  one  faw  them 
but  herfelf.     Whenever  devils  appeared  to 
her  in  hideous  forms,  fhe  foon  made  them 
keep    their    diflance,    by    fprinkling    the 
ground  with  holy  water.     She  had  often 
the  happinefs   of  feeing  fouls   freed  from 
purgatory,  and  carried  up  to  heaven ;   but 
ilie   never   faw   more    than    three   which 
efcaped  the  purifying  flame,  and  thefe  were 
F.  Peter  of  Alcantara,   F.  Ivagnez,  and  a 
Carmelite  friar. 

It  is  acknowledged,  that  many  of  her 
friends,  diftinguifhed  for  their  good  fenfe  and 
piety,  after  examination,  were  of  opinion,  that 
fhe  was  deluded  by  the  devil;  yet  fuch  was 
the  complexion  of  the  times,  that  fhe  was 
at  lafl  univerfally  regarded  as  a  faint.  She 
had  indeed  every  thing  needful  to  conciliate 
^he  good  opinion  of  her  friends,  and  the 
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admiration  of  the  multitude.     The  grace- 
fulnefs  and  dignity  of  her  appearance,  the 
foftnefs  of  her  manners,  and  the  loveUnel's 
of  her  difpofition,  the  quicknefs  of  her  wit, 
the  flrength  of  her  underftanding,  and  the 
fire  of  her  imagination,  all  her  natural  ac-  ' 
complifhments    receiving    luflre  from  her 
exalted  piety  and  zeal,  from  the  fand:ity  of  . 
her  life,  and  the  fe verity  of  her  difcipline, 
all  confpired  to  eflablifh  her  reputation,  as  '. 
one  that  had  immediate  intercourfe  w^ith  ' 
heaven. 

It  is  curious,  yet  moll  humiliating;  to 
fee   a  perfon   of  this-  defcription,  amiable'- 
and  refpediablc  as  S.  Terefa,  deceived,  and,  - 
with  the  befl  intentions,  deceiving  others.  ' 
In  this  inflance,  we  can  readily  account  for  ' 
the  delufion  from  the  delicacy  and  weak- 
nefs   of  her  frame,  the  ftrength   of  a  dif- 
turbed  imagination,  and  the  prevalence  of 
fuperftition.     But  when  we  fee  men  of  the 
fineft  underflandings,  in  perfed:  health,  of 
different  and  diftant   nations,   in   all  ages, 
treading  upon  the  fame  inchanted  ground, 
we  can  only  wonder;  for  who  can  give  any 
rational  account  of  the  aberrations  of  our 
reafon  ?     The  hiilory  of  myfticifm,  if  well 
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written,  would  be  highly  interefting,  as  em- 
bracing fome  of  the  fineft  charad:ers  that 
were  ever  admired  in  the  world.  Should 
any  able  writer  be  engaged  to  undertake 
this  work,  he  will  explain  to  us  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  Bolluet,  that  prodigy  of 
learning,  perfecuted  Fenelon,  the  moil 
amiable  of  men,  whilft  S.  Francis  of  Sales 
was  the  objedl  of  his  adoration;  and  why 
he  poured  contempt  upon  Madame  Guion, 
whilft  he  had  the  higheil  reverence  for  S. 
Terefa. 

This  extraordinary  woman,  cheriihed  by 
fovereign  prijices,  univerfally  admired  whilfl 
living,  and  worshipped  when  dead,  had  the 
happinefs  of  leaving  behind  her  lixteen 
nunneries,  and  fourteen  convents  of  friars, 
founded  by  herfelf,  and  fubjedl  to  the  order 
of  Carmelites,  which  fhe  had  reformed. 

Avila,  although  it  no  longer  poiieiTes 
her  remains,  yet,  as  the  place  of  her  nati- 
vity and  chief  refidence,  is  much  reforted  to 
at  the  feafon  of  her  feftival.  It  has  no  ma- 
nufa(5tures.  Some  years  fince  they  began 
making  cloth,  but  the  fituation  not  being 
favourable,  the  projedt  was  abandoned,  and 
their  dependence  at  prefent  is  on  the  produce 
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of  the  foil.  The  country  abounds  with  fif-^ 
fron,  and  this  for  a  fcafon  finds  employment 
for  the  women  and  the  children.  Were  it  not 
for  the  cathedral  and  the  convents,  the  city 
Avould  be  deferted,  becaufe  not  one  pro- 
prietor of  land  refides  here;  the  whole  be- 
ing either  rented,  or  held  in  adfuinijlration, 
as  they  exprefs  it;  that  is,  cultivated  by 
ilewards  on  the  proprietors  account. 

No  country  can  fuffer  more  than  Spain 
for  want  of  a  rich  tenantry ;  and,  perhaps, 
none  in  this  refpedt  can  rival  England. 
We  find  univerfally  that  wealth  produces 
wealth;  but  then,  to  produce  it  from  the 
earth,  a  due  proportion  of  it  mull:  be  in  the 
pocket  of  the  farmer.  Many  gentlemen 
among  us,  either  for  amufement,  or  with  a 
view  to  gain,  have  given  attention  to  agri- 
culture, and  have  occupied  much  land; 
they  have  produced  luxuriant  crops,  and 
have  introduced  good  hufbandry;  but,  I 
apprehend,  few  can  boaft  of  having  made 
much  profit,  and  mofl  are  ready  to  confefs 
that  they  have  fuffered  lofs.  If,  then,  re- 
fiding  on  their  own  eflates,  with  all  their 
attention,  they  are  confiderable  lofers,  how 
great  would  be  the  lofs,  if  in  diftant  pro- 
vinces 
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vinCes  they  employed  only  flewards,  to 
plough.,  to  low,  to  fell,  and  to  eat  up  all 
the  produce  of  their  lands  ?  In  France 
they  are  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  for  want  of 
wealthy  farmers,  the  proprietor  finds  ftock, 
and  takes  his  proportion  of  the  produce; 
but  in  Spain,  excepting  a  few  provinces, 
the  lands  are  commonly  in  adminiftration ; 
and  hence,  extenfive  diflricts  yield  only  a 
contemptible  revenue  to  their  lord. 

From  Avila  we  proceeded  about  a  league, 
through  a  rich  valley,  and  then  began  to 
climb  thofe  mountains,  which,  dividing  the 
two  Caltilles,  formed  for  many  ages  the 
ftrong  barrier  between  the  Chriftians  and 
the  Moors ;  till  Ferdinand  I.  defcending 
with  the  united  forces  of  Caftille  and  Leon 
into  the  plain,  drove  the  infidels  before 
him,  and  difplayed  his  vid:orious  banners 
in  Guadalajara,  Alcala,  and  Madrid. 

On  thefe  high  mountains  we  travelled 
near  five  leagues  without  feeing  a  human 
face,  or  habitation,  and  fcarcely  a  beaten 
track. 

At  a  lower  level  we  found  the  ilex.  As 
we  afcended,  thefe  were  fuccceded  by  the 
roble  oakj  but  near  the   fummit  we  fiw 
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only  pines,  with  the  juniperus  europeus, 
the  daphne  mezereum.  the  matricaria  fua- 
vis,  the  genifta,  and  a  variety  of  aromatic 
herbs,  but  chiefly  thyme.  At  almoft  every 
level,  the  ciftus  tribes  abound  upon  the 
granite  mountains,  excepting  where,  like 
thefe,  the  fummits  are  covered  with  an 
eternal  fnow. 

The  firft  little  village  we  pafTed  through, 
is  called  Naval  Feral -,  the  next,  at  the  .lif- 
tance  of  a  league,  Navas  del  Marques:  this, 
although  it  has  only  fifty  cottages,  has  a 
church,  a  chapel,  and  a  convent.  From 
hence  we  proceeded  about  three  leagues, 
and  then  began  defcending  into  the  plains 
of  New  Caftille. 

All  the  way  from  Salamanca  I  obferved 
fafFron  growing  wild,  which,  if  coUeded, 
would  help  to  employ  the  poor  in  their 
villages,  and  yield  confiderable  profit. 

As  we  approached  the  Efcurial,  we  en- 
tered upon  the  king's  hunting  road,  made 
like  thofe  of  England,  rather  for  ufe  than 
beauty.  Had  the  Spaniards  been  every 
where  fatisfied  with  fuch,  where  they  have 
finiihed  one  league,  they  might  have  com- 
pleted twenty.      Their  ambition  aims   in 
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every  thing  at  perfetftion,  and  by  leeking  too 
much,  they  often  obtain  too  little.  The  idea 
they  have  formed  to  themfelves  of  a  perfec^l 
read,  in  point  of  utility,  is  moil  undoubt- 
edly well  founded;  but  in  attempting  to 
reduce  this  to  pra^ftice,  they  are  forced  to 
lofe  much  time,  and  to  expend  more  money 
than  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  it  is 
worth.  Had  their  ambition  been  lefs  afpir- 
ing,  ere  now  a  communication  would  have 
been  opened  between  all  their  great  cities, 
and  much  of  their  produce,  now  loft,  would 
have  found  a  market.  This  hunting  road 
fhould  convince  the  theorifts  among  them, 
that  a  high-way  may  be  firm  without  fide 
w^alls,  and  fupport  any  given  weight  with- 
out fuch  a  foundation  of  huge  rocks  as 
would  be  needful  for  a  caftle.  And  al- 
though, for  the  mere  purpofe  of  expedi- 
tion, to  be  perfectly  both  ftraight  and  level 
.would  be  dcfireable,  yet  the  traveller  is 
better  pleafed  where  he  finds  variety,  and 
is  charmed,  as  he  proceeds,  with  a  conftant 
fuccefilon  of  new  profpedts. 

On  my  arrival  at  my  journey's  end,  I 
found  a  letter  from  our  miniiter,  Mr. 
(Lifton,  to  inform  me,  that  when  the  court 
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left  S.  Ildefonfo,  where  he  had  been  for 
fome  time  expedting  me,  he  had  vifited 
Madrid,  and  that  he  fliould  not  come  to 
the  Efcurial  till  the  beginning  of  the 
week. 

Having  therefore  fome  time  to  fpare  for 
the  excurfion,  I  immediately  proceeded  to 
repafs  the  mountains,  not  returning  by  the 
fame  road,  but  going  eaflward  by  Guadar- 
rama,  and  croffing  by  the  Puerto  de  Fuen- 
friay  a  pafs  fo  called  from  the  coldnefs  of 
its  waters.  This  puerto  is  elevated,  and  the 
profpeft  from  it  is  delightful  j  but  with  the 
fcorching  fun,  the  afcent  to  it  is  fcarcely 
bearable.  In  looking  down  towards  Sego- 
via, the  whole  country  appears  level,  like 
the  furface  of  a  lake,  and  extended  like  the 
ocean;  but,  as  we  defcend  into  this  plain, 
we  fee  the  mountains  rife  before  us.  The 
country  immediately  around  us,  near  this 
fummit,  is  majeftically  wild,  with  deep 
ravins  and  projecting  rocks,  covered  with 
pines  wherever  pines  can  grow,  and  torn  by- 
raging  torrents. 

In  a  deep  recefs,  open  and  expofed  only 
to  the  north  wind,  flands  S.  Ildefonfo,  err-' 
joying  frefhnefs,  and  gathering  the  fruits  of 
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fprlng,  when  all  to  the  fouth  of  thefe  high 
mountains,  fainting  with  heat,  are  engaged 
in  reaping,  and  collecting  the  autumnal 
crops.  This  change  of  climate,  in  the  fpace 
of  eight  leagues,  for  that  is  the  diftance 
from  the  Efcurial  to  S.  Ildefonfo,  induced 
Philip  V.  to  huild  a  palace  here. 

S.  Il(iefonfo  occupies  three  fides  of  a 
fquare,  the  two  wings  of  which  being  join- 
ed, each  by  a  long  range  of  buildings,  de- 
figned  for -the  king's  retinue,  and  clofed  in 
at  bottom  by  iron  gates  and  rails,  the  whole 
forms  a  beautiful  and  fpacious  area.  The 
principal  front,  of  five  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  in  length,  is  to  the  fouth,  looking  tp 
the  garden,  and  through  its  whole  extent 
the  apartments  communicate  with  all  the 
doors  on  the  fame  line. 

To  give  fome  idea  of  the  pictures,  it  may 
be  fufficient  to  name  the  mailers,  whofe 
works  have  been  here  colled:ed  by  Philip, 
and  by  fucceeding  princes.  The  principal 
are,  Leonardo  de  Vinci,  Michael  Angelo, 
Raphael,  Hannibal  Caraci,  Guercino,  Gui- 
do.  Carlo  Maratti,  Correggio,  Rubens, 
Poufm,  Paul  Veronefe,  Woverman,  Te- 
niers,  Martin  de  Vos,  Andrea  del  Sarto, 
^-  Vandyke, 
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Vandyke,  Dominicini,  Tintoret,  Albert 
Durer,  Jordano,  Velazquez  Ribera,  Ri- 
balta,  Valdez,  Murillo,  Mengs.  In  the 
church,  the  frefco  pamtings  are  by  Bayen, 
Mariano,  and  Maella. 

.  In  the  lower  apartments  is  a  collcdlion 
of  antique  ftatues,  made  by  Chriftina, 
queen  of  Sweden,  and  confidered  as  inefti- 
mable. 

The  church  is  dark,  but  elegant;  and, 
with  refpedt  to  treafures,  has  few  to  rival 
it  in  Spain.  Among  the  vail  variety  of 
gold  and  filvcr  ornaments,  the  moft  flrik- 
ing  is  one  of  the  cii/iodias,  valued  originally 
at  feventy  thoufand  ducats,  or  ^.  7,690, 
8 J".  6d.  ilerling. 

The  garden  occupies  a  ridge,  rifmg  to 
the  fouth,  and  falling  both  to  the  eaft  and 
to  the  weft.  Near  the  palace  it  is  laid  out 
in  the  old  tafte,  with  clipped  hedges  and 
ilraight  walks,  adorned  with  numerous 
fountains;  but  in  proportion  to  the  dif- 
tance,  it  becomes  more  wild,  and  termi- 
nates in  the  uncultivated  and  pathlefs  fo- 
reft,  where  the  cragged  rocks  appearing 
among  oaks  and  pines,  prefent  a  ftriking 
contraft  with  the  works  of  art.  ^ 
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This  garden,  delightful  for  its  walks, 
which,  although  fhady,  are  neither  damp 
nor  gloomy,  is  moft  to  be  admired  for  its 
fountains.  Of  thefe,  the  moil  remarkable 
are  eight,  dedicated  to  the  principal  hea- 
then deities,  and  adorned  each  with  its  pro- 
per emblems.  In  one,  Diana  appears  at- 
tended by  her  nymphs,  who  are  hiding  her 
from  A6leon.  In  another  is  feen  Latona 
with  Apollo  and  Diana,  furrounded  by  fix- 
ty-four  jets  of  water.  The  m.oft  furprifmg 
is  Fame  feated  on  Pegafus,  with  a  trumpet 
to  her  mouth,  throwing  up  a  ftream  of 
more  than  two  inches  in  diameter  to  the 
height  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- two  feet. 
But  the  moil  pleafing  fight  is  the  Flazuela 
de  las  Ocho  CalleSy  where  eight  walks  unite, 
each  with  its  fountain  in  the  centre,  and 
where  eight  other  fountains,  under  lofty 
arches,  fupportcd  by  Ionic  pillars  of  white 
Italian  marble,  form  an  octagon,  adorned 
with  the  images  of  Saturn,  Minerva,  Vefta, 
Neptune,  Ceres,  Mars,  Hercules,  and 
Peace,  ftanding  round  it;  and  Apollo,  with. 
Pandora,  in  the  middle.  The  ftatucs  are 
all  of  lead,  varnifhed  in  imitation  of  brafs, 
and   were   made   by   Fermin    and   Tierri. 

Belides 
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Beiides  fountains  innumerable,  here  are 
vaft  refervoirs  and  falls  of  water,  fo  dif- 
pofed  as  to  contribute  much  to  the  beauty 
of  the  place.  When  we  confider^  that  the 
whole  of  the  garden  was  a  barren  rock, 
that  the  foil  is  brought  from  a  great  dii- 
tance,  and  that  water  is  conveyed  to  every 
tree;  when  we  refiedl  upon  the  quantity 
of  lead  ufcd  for  the  images,  and  of  cafl  iron 
for  the  pipeSj  with  the  expence  of  work- 
manfliip  for  both,  we  fhall  not  be  furpfifed 
to  hear  that  this  place  coft  forty-five  mJl- 
iions  of  piaftres,  or,  in  Engliih  money,  near 
fix  millions!  and  an  half. 

Nothing  is  more  whimfical  than  tafle^ 
but,  if  it  be  true  that  beauty  is  founded  in 
utility,  this  place  will  always  deferve  to  be 
admired.  In  the  prefent  day,  it  is  not  un- 
cominoh  to  build  the  manfion  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  field,  open  and  expofed  to  every 
^vind,  without  fhelter,  without  a  fence,  and 
wholly  unconneded  v>ith  the  garden.  Near 
the  habitation  all  is  wild,  and  art,  if  any 
where,  appears  only  at  a  diflance.  In  all 
this  we  can  trace  no  utility^  nor  will  fac- 
ceeding  generations  difcover  beauty. "  On 
the  contrar}%  ia  the  garden  of  S,  Ildefonfo, 
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we  find  every  thing  which  in  a  fultry  fea- 
fon.  is  delirable ;  a  free  circulation  of  air,  a 
deep  ihade,  and  refrefliing  vapours  to  ab- 
forb  the  heat  3  whilft  from  its  contiguity  to 
the  maafion,  the  accefs  to  it  is  eafy,  and  at 
any  time  thefe  comforts  may  be  inftantly 
enjoyed;  yet,  without  thefe  numerous  foun- 
tains, the  clipped  hedges,  and  the  narrow 
walks,  the  circulation  would  be  iefs  rapid, 
the  ll:iade  Iefs  deep,  and  the  refrelhing  va- 
pour would  be  wanting. 

The  glafs  manufad:ure  is  here  carried  to 
a  degree  of  perfe<5lion  unknown  in  Eng- 
land. The  largeft  mirrors  are  made  in  a 
brafs  frame,  one  hundred  and  fixty-two 
inches  long,  ninety-three  wide,  and  fix 
deep,  weighing  near  nine  tons.  Thefe  are 
defigned  u^holly  for  the  royal  palaces,  and 
for  prefents  from  the  king.  Yet,  even  for 
fuch  purpofes  it  is  ill  placed,  and  proves  a 
devouring  monfter  in  a  country  v^here  pro- 
vifions  are  dear,  fewel  fcarce,  and  carriage 
exceedingly  expenfive. 

Here  is  alfo  a  royal  manufadlure  of  linen, 
employing  about  fifteen  looms;  by  which, 
as  it   is   laid,  the   king  is  a  confiderablc 
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Being  now  within  the  diflance  of  two 
fliort  leagues  from  Segovia,  I  could  not  re- 
turn without  paying  a  vifit  to  thatinterell- 
ing  city.  In  the  way  to  it,  there  is  little 
appearance  of  cultivation,  and  the  obvious 
reafon  is  the  continual  depredations  occa- 
fioned  by  the  royal  deer.  As  we  palTed 
through  the  woods,  before  we  came  into 
the  open  field,  we  faw  vaft  herds  of  them, 
unconfined,  and  free  to  range  unmolefted 
over  all  the  country. 

.  In  Segovia,  the  firfl  objcd:  to  attrad:  the 
eye,  is  the  aqueducft.  It  contains  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine  arches,  extends  about 
feven  hundred  and  forty  yards,  and,  where 
it  crofi^es  the  valley,  it  is  fomething  more 
than  ninety-four  feet  high. 

The  cathedral  has  no  great  pretenfions; 
yet  in  one  of  the  chapels  there  is  a  good 
altar,  with  the  Defcent  from  the  Crofs  well 
executed  in  mezzo  relievo,  by  a  difciple  of 
Michael  Angelo,  and  finifhed  A.  D,  i^yi. 
The  church  is  nearly  upon  t'^e  model  of 
the  great  church  at  Salamanca,  but  it  is  not 
fo  highly  finifhed. 

The  Alcazar,  or  ancient  palace  of  the 
Moors,  has  been  fo  often  defcribed,  that  I 
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ihould  pafs  it  over  in  filence,  did  not  the 
attentions  I  received  there  deferve  a  parti- 
cular remembrance.     I  had  no  letters,  and 
count  Lacy,  the  infpedor,  was  abfent;  but, 
upon  prefenting  myfelf  to  his  lieutenant,  as 
a  Granger,  he  received  me  with  politenefs, 
and    condu«fled    me    to   every   apartment. 
This  ilrong  tower  is  no  longer,  as  formerly, 
a  ftate  prifon :   it  ferves  a  more  honourable 
purpofe,  and  is  devoted  to  one  hundred  ca- 
valiers, who  are  here  inftrudted  in  the  mi- 
litary fcience.     The  fight  of  this  building 
gave  me  pieafure,  more  efpecially  the  great 
hall,  with  the  images  of  all  their  monarchsj 
but  the  higheft  fatisfaclion  was,  to  fee  the 
Spanish  charader  ftrongly  marked  in  the 
countenances  of  many  among  the  young 
gentlemen  who  are  educated  here.    A  Spa- 
niard may  polTibly  grow  rich  in  trade,  he 
may  make  a  progrefs  in  the  fciences,  but, 
were  he  left  to  follow  his  natural  inclina- 
tion, he  would  certainly  betake  himfelf  to  a 
military  life ;  and  for  that,  if  generofity,  if 
patience  and  fortitude,  if  a  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize,  are  requilite,  in  all  thefe  the  true 
Spaniard  will  excel. 

Segovia  was  once  famous  for  Its  cloth, 
2  made 
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rnade  on  the  king's  account;  but  other  na- 
tions have  fince  become  rivals  in  this  branch, 
and  the  manufacture  in  this  city  has  been 
gradually  decUning.  When  the  king  gave 
it  up  to  a  private  company,  he  left  about 
three  thoufand  pounds  in  trade ;  but  now 
he  is  no  longer  a  partner  in  the  bulinefs. 
In  the  year  1 6 1 2,  vrere  made  here,  twenty- 
five  thoufand  five  hundred  pieces  of  clothe 
which  confumed  forty-four  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  twenty-five  quintals  of  wool, 
employed  thirty-four  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  perfons ;  but  at  prefent 
they  make  only  about  four  thoufand  pieces. 
The  principal  imperfedions  of  this  cloth 
are,  that  the  thread  is  not  even,  and  that 
much  greafe  remains  in  it,  v/hen  it  is  deli- 
vered to  the  dyer ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
the  colour  is  apt  to  fail. 

In  the  year  1525,  the  city  contained  five 
thoufand  families,  but  now  they  do  not  fur- 
pafs  two  thoufmd  j  a  fcanty  population  this 
for  twenty-five  parifhes  :  yet,  befides  the 
twenty-five  churches,  together  with  the 
cathedral,  they  have  one  and  twenty  con- 
vents. When  the  canal  is  finidied,  and  the 
communication  opened  to  the  Bay  of  Bifcay 
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at  S.  Ander,  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
Segovia  will  revive ;  but,  previous  to  that 
event,  there  can  be  nothing  to  infpire  them 
with  hope. 

As  we  returned  (Odober  28,)  towards 
New  Caftille,  my  intention  was  to  have 
travelled  at  our  leifure ;  but,  obferving  fome 
degree  of  impatience  in  my  guide  to  repafs 
the  mountains  before  night,  I  was  happy 
to  indulge  him  ;  and  the  next  morning, 
when  I  looked  back  and  faw  the  lofty  fum- 
mits  covered  deep  with  fnow,  I  comprehend- 
ed the  reafon  of  his  folicitude.  The  ways 
behind  us  were  rendered  thus  for  the  time 
impafTable,  whilft  all  before  us  had  been  on- 
ly watered  by  foft  and  refreshing  fhowers. 

In  the  Old  Caftille,  the  ufual  price  de- 
manded by  a  muleteer  is  four  reals  a  day 
for  himfclf,  as  many  for  his  mule,  and  fix 
for  barley,  altogether  equal  to  2  s.  gd.;  but, 
fhould  you  omit  to  make  a  bargain,  you 
muft  depend  upon  his  mercy.  The  whole 
expence  of  travelling  may  be  reckoned  at 
ten  fhillings  a  day,  if  you  go  straight  for- 
wards ;  but  if  you  make  a  circle,  or  return 
with   the  lame  mule,    it  comes   to  about 
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The  convent  of  S.  Lorenzo  is  feated  in  a 
deep  recefs,  at  the  foot  of  thofe  high  moun- 
tains which  feparate  the  two  Caftilles,  and 
prote(5led  from  every  wind  except  the  fouth- 
eaft ;  it  looks  down  upon  a  wide  extended 
plain,  with  all  the  neighbouring  hills  cover- 
ed by  thick  woods,  whilft  the  mountains  to 
the  north  are  bare,  or  covered  almoft  perpe- 
tually with  fnow.  It  was  built  by  Philip  II. 
in  obedience  to  his  father  Charles  V.  to  ac- 
complifh  his  vow  made  after  the  battle  of 
S,  Quintin,  which  he  gained  by  the  inter- 
ceffion  of  S.  Lorenzo.  In  honour  of  that 
faint,  the  architedt,  Juan  Bautifta  de  Toledo, 
took  his  idea  from  a  gridiron,  the  inflrument 
on  which  he  fuffered,  making  the  royal  re- 
lidence  project  by  way  of  handle,  and  re- 
prefenting,  not  only  the  bars  by  multiplied 
divilions,  but  the  legs,  by  four  high  towers 
placed  in  the  angles  of  this  edifice.  The 
dimenfions  of  the  convent  are  feven  hundred 
and  forty  Spanilh  feet  by  five  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  the  height  is  lixty  ;  but  the 
dome  of  the  church  is  three  hundred  and 
thirty.  The  whole  was  finiflied  under  the 
infpeftion  of  Juan  de  Herrera,  who  was 
pupil  to  Bautifta. 

The  friars  of  this  convent  are  one  hun- 
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dred  and  fixty,  and  their  annual  revenue  i§ 
five  millions  of  reals,  or  about  fifty  thoufand 
pounds,  arifing  partly  from  land,  and  partly 
from  their  flock  of  thirty-fix  thoufand  Me- 
rino iheep,  befides  one  thoufand  kept  con- 
flan  tly  near  home,  for  the  confumption  of 
the  family. 

Their  library  confiAs  of  thirty  thoufand 
volumes,  contained  in  two  magnificent  a- 
partments,  each,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  Spanifh,  or  fomething  more  than  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  Englifh  feet  in 
length.  In  the  lower  room,  are  chiefly 
printed  books  -,  yet  in  it  is  depofited  the  fat- 
mous  manuicript  of  the  Four  Gofpels,  writ- 
ten in  gold  letters,  a  v/ork  of  the  eleventh 
century.  Over  thefe  are  collected  four  thou- 
fand three  hundred  manufcripts,  of  which 
five  hundred  and  fixty-feven  are  Greek, 
fixty-feven  Hebrew,  and  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  Arabic,  the  latter  v/ell  defcribed  in 
a  catalogue  lately  publiflied  by  Cafiri. 

In  the  middle  of  the  lower  room  is  a 
temple,  with  a  great  variety  of  figures, 
containing  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
forty-eight  ounces  of  filver,  and  forty»>three 
of  gold,  belide  rich  gems. 

To  a  connoilTeur  in  paintings,  no  place 

can 
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!pan  afford  higher  entertainment  than  the 
convent  of  the  Efcunal.     In  every  part  of  it 
are  feen  the  works  of  the  heft  mailers,  and 
ibme  of  their  moft   capital  performances. 
It  were  endlefs   to  enumerate  particulars, 
Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  during  the  relidence 
of  a  month,  I  never  failed  a  fingle  day  vifit? 
ing  the  convent,  and  never  left  it  without 
regret;  always  giving  a  more  minute  atten- 
tion to  the  produd:ions  of  thofe  artilts  who 
are  the  leaft  known  in  England.     I   had 
peculiar  pleafare  in  finding  here,  fo  many 
monuments  of  Titian,  who,  during  a  reli- 
dence of  five  years  in  Spain,  conlf  antly  ex- 
ercifed  his  pencil  to  enrich  this  nation,  and 
to  immortalize   his   name.     The   pictures 
which  moft  rivetted  my  attention,  were  the 
famous  Supper  of  Chrifi:  witli  the  difciples, 
by  Titian ;  and  a  Holy  Family,  by  Raphael ; 
the  latter   once   in    the   poiTeiTion   of  our 
Charles,  but  fold  by  Cromwell,  and  purcha- 
fed  by  the  Spanilh  ambalfador,  for  two  thou- 
fand  pounds :  it  is  called  La  Perla.     The 
beft  of  the  pidures  "are  collected  in  five 
principal  apartments :  in  the  facrifty,  a  room 
of  one  hundred  and  eight  by  thirty-three ; 
in  the  iglefia  vieja,  which  is  one  hundred 
^nd  five  by  tliirty-four  j  and  in  two  halls 
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of  eighty  by  twenty,  with  their  antichambef, 
Thefe  lall:  are  called  Las  Salas  de  los  Capi- 
tulos,  and,  v/hilft  the  court  is  here,  are  oc- 
cupied by  count  Florida  Blanca,  on  his  pub- 
lic days.  The  great  ftair-cafe  is  beautiful, 
adorned  with  frefco  paintings  of  the  battle 
of  S,  Quintin,  by  Luca  Jordano. 

The  pantheon,  or  catacomb,  where  the 
royal  family,  beginning  with  Charles  V.  are 
buried,  is  a  lubterranean  vault  of  beautiful 
marble,  highly  iiniflied,  capable  of  receiving 
twenty-iix  bodies,  each  in  its  own  recefs. 

As  for  the  treafures  of  the  church,  they 
are  ineilimable.  The  image  of  S.  Lorenzo 
alone  contains  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
of  filver,  with  eighteen  pounds  of  gold ;  yet 
this  bears  a  Imall  proportion  to  the  reft. 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  convent,  the 
prince  of  Aflurias,  and  one  of  his  brothers^ 
the  infant  Don  Gabriel,  have  each  a  little 
box,  fitted  up  with  exquinte  talle,  and  hung 
with  the  befl:  pictures,  to  v/hich  they  often 
retire  with  their  friends.  That  of  the  prince 
is  the  moft  elegant,  and,  as  far  as  can  be 
warranted  by  one  fpecimen,  forms  a  happy 
prefage  for  the  arts,  whenever  he  iliall 
mount  the  throne. 

The  Efcurial,  as  a  refidence,  is  far  from 
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pleafant.  Were  it  low,  and  flieltered,  like 
Aranjuez,  it  would  be  agreeable  in  fpringi 
or,  were  it  elevated,  hanging  to  the  norths 
and  covered  by  thick  woods,  like  S.  Ilde- 
fonzo,  it  might  be  delightful  as  a  retreat  in 
fummcr ;  but  expofed,  as  it  is,  to  the  full 
ftroke  of  the  meridian  fun,  and  raifed  up 
near  to  regions  covered  with  eternal  fnow, 
without  fhelter,  and  deftitute  of  fhade,  it  has 
no  local  charms  at  any  feafon  of  the  year. 
The  minifters,  foreign  and  domeftic,  give 
good  dinners,  and  do  every  thing  they  can 
to  make  this  folitude  fupportable ;  but,  as 
few  ladies  can  be  accomm.odated  here,  the 
affemblies  want  that  gaiety  which  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  fex. 

The  king  fpends  mofl  of  his  time  in 
/hooting.  In  the  middle  of  the  day,  after  a 
fhort  excurfion,  he  returns  to  dinner,  con- 
verfes  with  the  foreign  minifters,  retires  for 
a  few  minutes  with  his  confelTor,  and,  ge- 
nerally before  three,  fome times  much  fooner, 
leaves  the  palace,  and  goes  to  the  diftance 
of  twenty  or  thirty* miles  before  he  begins 
to  hunt.  When  the  light  fails,  he  gets  in- 
to his  carriage,  and  returns.  No  weather 
deters  him,  becaufe  he  is  not  afraid  of  either 
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thunder,  lightning,  hail,  rain,  or  fnow,  but 
when  one  cloak  is  wet,  he  puts  on  another  j 
and  as  for  his  attendants,    he  tells   them 
coolly,  "  Rain  breaks  no  bones."    No  holi- 
days detain  him  from  his  fport,  except  two 
in  the  pafTion-week ;  and  then,  although  he 
is  naturally  of  a  moft  placid  temper,  he  is 
faid  to  be  fo  crofs  that  no  one  choofes  to 
come  near  him.    Even  when  one  of  his  fons 
\vas  thought  to  be  at  the  point  of  death,  he 
went  out  as  ufual,  always  infifling  that  he 
would  certainly  recover ;  and  when  inform- 
ed that  his  fon  was  dead,  he  replied,  with  his 
accuilcmed  calmnefs,  "  Well,  then,  fmce 
**  nothing  can  be  done,  we  muft  make  the 
**  befl  of  it."     His  ufual  attendants  are  the 
prince  of  Aflurias,  the  captain  of  the  guard, 
his  mailer  of  the  horfe,  his  groom  of  the  flole, 
his  phyfician,  and  his  furgeon.     All  thefe 
occupy  five  carriages  ;  befides  which,  there 
is  one  for  medicines,    guns,    ammunition, 
dry  clothes,   &c.      Each   carriage  has  fix 
mules ;  and  as,  upon  the  road,  there  are  fe- 
veral  relays  for  them  and  for  the  guards,  the 
number  required  for  daily  ufe  is  about  two 
hundred.    Their  rate  of  travelling  is  twelve 
miles  an  hour  ,  in  confequence  of  which, 
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accidents  happen  frequently  to   th^  men, 
and  to  the  mules. 

In  hunting,   the  king  does  not  depend 
altogether  on  his  dogs  :  he  has  commonly 
about  two  hundred  men  employed  to  beat 
up  the  game,  and  drive  it  towards  him  at 
convenient  places,  where  he  and  the  prince 
are  ready,  with  fervants  attending  to  charge 
the  guns,  and  to  hand  them  forwards  as  faft 
as  they  are  fired.    No  game  comes  amifs  to 
him ;  but  he  is  peculiarly  flattered  with  the 
idea  of  delivering  the  country  from  wolves, 
of  which  he  keeps  an  exacSt  account ;  and, 
when  I  was  at  the  Efcurial,  the  number  he 
had  iliot  was  eioht  hundred  and  eip^hteen. 
Whenever  one  is  heard  of  within  a  reafon- 
able  diilance,  a  multitude  of  people,  from 
fixteen  hundred  to  two  thoufand,  according 
to  the  extent  of  the  mountain,  are  fent  ou^ 
to  watch,  furround,  and  drive  it  into  fome 
fpot,  where  the  king  may  have  the  beft 
chance  for  killing  it.     To  thefe  he  gives 
lix  reals  each  ;   but   if  he  kills  the  wolf, 
the  watchmen  have  double  pay.     This  ex- 
pence,   it  muPc  he  confefTcd,    is  needlefs  j 
becaufe  a  few  peafants  would  often  be  fuui- 
cient,  either  to  dcflroy  the  enemy,  or  make 
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him  quit  the  country ;   but  where  a  good 
fovereign  has  pleaiiu-e  in  a  purfuit,  his  fub- 
jeds  will  be  the  laft  to  think  that  he  can 
purchafe   it   too   dearly.     It  were   happy, 
however,   for  Spain,  were  this  the  whole 
expence;  but  it  certainly  bears  a  fmall  pro- 
portion to  the  fum  total  of  what  the  nation 
lofes  by  the  king's  rage  for  hunting.     All 
round    the  J/tioSj    or    royal   manlions,    the 
waftes  are  of  va/l  extent.     I  am  informed, 
that  the  forefl  of  the  Pardo  is  thirty  leagues 
in  circumference ;  and  if  to  this  be  added, 
all  the  uncultivated  land  near  Aranjuez,  S. 
Ildefonfo,  and  the  Efcurial ;  if,  moreover, 
we  confider  that  the  deer,  being  unconiined, 
range  freely  over  the  intermediate  country, 
how  high  will  be  the  eftimate  !    It  is  true, 
the  king  pays  the  farmers  to  the  utmoft 
for  the  damages  they  fuifer ;  but  then,  the 
injury  fuflained  by  the  community  cannot 
be  fo  eafily  compenfatcd,  becaufe  the  coun- 
try, wanting  food,  is  depopulated,  and  the 
villages  are  gone  to  ruin. 

I  have  been  told  by  thofe  who  are  befl 
acquainted  with  the  king,  that  in  his  youth 
he  had  acquired  a  tafte  for  letters,  but  be- 
ing checked  in  that  purfuit,  he  had  given 
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fcope  to  the  family  propenfity,  a  propen- 
fity  not  only  now  connrmed  by  inveterate 
habits,  but  encouraged  in  himfelf  with  a 
view  to  avoid  entanglements.  He  is  ccr^ 
tnnly  a  man  of  principle,  and  is  univerfallj 
allowed  to  be  one  of  the  moft  virtuous  mea 
in  his  dominions;  but  this  purity  of  morals 
he  himfelf  attributes  to  his  mind  beijig 
conftantly  amufed,  and  not  to  his  natural 
conilitution. 

I  prolonged  my  flay  at  the  Efcurial, 
chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of  being  prefent  at 
the  Bdtidd,  or  royal  hunt,  of  which  there 
are  four  every  year.  This  v/as  ordered  for 
the  2Sth  of  November,  previous  to  the  de- 
parture of  the  court. 

On  the  day  appointed,  Mr.  Liflon  had 
the  goodnefs  to  place  me  with  the  Neapo- 
litan amballador,  who,  as  reprefentino-  one 
of  the  family,  gave  a  fumptuous  repaft  upon 
the  occafion;  and  in  his  carriage  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fcene  of  action.  It  was  an 
extenlive  plain,  with  a  riling  ground  com- 
manding it,  and,  at  the  diflance  of  about 
half  a  mile  from  this  eminence,  rofe  a  little 
wood,  in  v/hich  the  king,  with  his  three 
fons,  were  hid,  attended  by  their  fcrvants. 

For 
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For  many  days  previous  to  this,  tw6  thoii^ 
fand  men  had  been  difperfed  in  parties  over 
the  whole  country  to  diflurb  the  game,  and 
to  drive  it  towards  the  common  centre,  by 
patroling  night  and  day,  and  conftantly,  yet 
llowly,  drawing  nearer  to  each  other/  Soon 
after  we  had  occupied  our  flation  on  a 
rifmg  ground,  we  began  to  fee  the  deer  at 
a  yaft  diflance  bounding  over  the  plain  froni 
every  quarter,, and  making  towards  the  fatal 
fpot.  As  they  approached,  w^e  heard,  faintly 
at  fir  ft,  then  more  diilindly,  the  found  of 
guns,  and  faw  the  confufion  of  the  game, 
moving  quick  in  all  dired:ions,but  changing 
their  courfe  at  every  infcant,  as  if  uncertain 
where  to  look  for  fafety.  When  the  fcour- 
ing  parties  came  farft  in  fight,  they  appeared 
to  be  feparated  by  intervals,  and  to  confine 
the  game  micrely  by  their  fliouts  and  by 
the  firing  of  their  arms ;  but  as  they  ad- 
Tanced  upon  the  plain,  they  formed  a  v/all, 
and  as  they  drev/  nearer,  they  fiirengthened 
this  by  the  doubling  of  their  ranks,  com- 
pelling thus  the  game  to  pafs  in  vaft  droves 
before  the  royal  markfmen.  Then  began 
the  carnage;  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  the  firing  was  incefiant.     Some  of 
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the  deer,  who  had  either  more  difcernment 
than  the  reft,  or  a  better  memory;  who 
were  adiuated  by  ftronger  fears,  or,  per- 
haps, by  more  exalted  courage,  abfolutely 
refuled  to  proceed,  when  they  approached 
the  ambufcadej  and,  making  a  quick  turn, 
notwithftanding  the  ihouts,  the  motions, 
and  the  firing  of  the  guards,  they  leaped 
clean  over  their  redoubled  ranks,  and 
efcaped  into  the  woods. 

When  the  firing  ceafed,  the  carriages  all 
advanced  towards  the  wood,  and  the  com- 
pany alighted  to  pay  their  compliments, 
and  to  view  the  game.  We  found  part  of 
it  fpread  in  two  rows  upon  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, and  the  king,  with  his  fons,  fiarveying 
it.  The  game-keepers  were  returning  loaded 
with  fuch  as  had  been  mortally  wounded, 
but  had  yet  efcaped  to  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance;  and,  as  fail  as  they  arrived,  they  de- 
pofited  the  fpoil  at  the  fovereign's  feet. 
Having  the  curiofity  to  count  the  numbers, 
I  found  one  hundred  and  forty-five  deer, 
with  one  wild  boar.  Whilft  thus  engaged, 
I  heard  a  murmur,  and  faw  every  one  in 
motion.    Directing  my  attention  to  the  fpot 
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to  which  all  were  prefTing,  I  faw  at  a  dif-' 
tance  a  little  company  coming  with  a  boar 
tied  neck  and  heels  together,  and  flung 
upon  a  pole.  As  they  approached,  the 
monarch  and  his  fons,  arming  themfelves 
afrefh,  drew  up  in  a  line ;  and  when  they 
were  at  a  convenient  diftance,  the  burthen 
was  depofited.  the  cords,  one  after  another, 
were  cut,  and  the  poor  crippled  animal 
v/as  allaying  to  move,  when  a  well  dircdted 
volley  freed  him  from  his  fears. 

The  expence  of  that  day's  fport  was 
reckoned  at  three  hundred  thoufand  reals, 
or,  in  fterling,  three  thoufand  pounds. 

In  the  evening,  the  game,  as  ufual,  was  all 
depofited  in  the  room  where  the  king  took 
his  fupper,  and  there  the  family  ambaffa- 
dors  attended  to  pay  their  compliments.  By 
familv  ambaffadors  are  underftood  thofe  of 
Naples,  Portugal,  and  France,  who  having 
more  free  accefs,  and  being  expefted  to  pay 
more  minute  attention,  think  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  exprefs  their  interefl  in  every 
thing  which  gives  him  pleafure,  and  not 
only  congratulate  him  upon  thefe  great  oc- 
cafions,  but  every  night,  whilll;  he  is  at 
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fupper,    make    enquiries,    and   afterwards 
inform  their  friends,   what   the  king  has 

killed. 

Mr.  Lillon,  delirous  of  quitting  the 
Efcurial  previous  to  the  departure  of  the 
court,  ordered  a  Coche  de  C  oiler  as  to  be 
ready  the  day  after  the  Batida.  This  pre- 
caution is  taken  by  the  foreign  minifters  to 
fecure  mules,  becaufe,  when  the  court  is  in 
motion,  no  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  be- 
ing required  for  their  ufe,  the  whole  coun- 
try is  laid  under  an  arreft,  and  neither  horfe 
nor  mule  can  be  obtained  for  any  other 
purpofe. 

In  this  little  journey  I  Was  e:?tceedingly 
diverted  and  furprifed  with  the  docility  of 
the  mules  and  the  agility  of  their  drivers. 
I  had  travelled  all  the  way  from  Barcelona 
to  Madrid  in  a  Coche  de  Colleras,  with  fe- 
ven  m.ules,  and  both  at  that  time,  and  on 
fubfequent  occafions,  had  been  ftruck  with 
the  quicknefs  of  underftanding  in  the  mule, 
and  of  motion  in  the  driver ;  but  till  this 
expedition,  I  had  no  idea  to  what  extent  it 
might  be  carried.  The  two  coachmen  fit 
upon  the  box,  and,  of  the  fix  mules,  none 
but  the  two  neareft  have  reins   to  guide 
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them;  the  four  leaders  being  perfed^Iy  at 
liberty,  and  governed  only  by  the  voice. 
Thus  harneffed,  they  go  upon  the  gallop 
the  whole  way,  and  when  they  come  to 
any  (liort  turning,  whether  to  the  right  or 
to  the  left,  they  inftantly  obey  the  word, 
and  move  altogether,  bending  to  it  like  a 
fpring.  As  all  mufl  undergo  tuition,  and 
require  frequently  fome  corredtion,  fhould 
any  one  refufe  the  collar,  or  not  keep  up 
exadly  with  the  rell,  whether  it  be,  for  ex- 
ample, Coronela  or  Capitana;  the  name  pro- 
nounced with  a  degree  of  vehemence,  rapidly 
in  the  three  firft  fyllables  and  ilov/ly  in  the 
lail,  being  fufficient  to  awaken  their  atten- 
tion, and  to  fecure  their  obedience,  the  ears 
are  raifed,  and  the  mule  inftantly  exerts  her 
ftrength.  But,  fliould  there  be  any  failure 
in  obedience,  one  of  the  men  fprings  fu- 
rious from  the  box,  quickly  overtakes  the 
offending  mule,  and  thraflies  her  without 
mercy;  then,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
leaps  upon  the  box  again,  and  calmly 
finhhes  the  tale  he  had  been  telling  his 
companion.  In  this  journey  I  thought  I 
had  learnt  the  names  of  all  the  mules,  yet 
one   which    frequently    occurred     created 
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Ibme  confufion,  becaiife  I  could  not  find  to 
which  individual  it  belonged,  nor  could  I 
diftin(5tly  make  out   the   name   itfclf.      It 
founded  like  Cag/ioji?'a,  and  led  me  to  Ima- 
gine that  the  animal  was  Co  named  after  the 
famous  impoftor  Caglioftro,  only  fuiting  the 
termination  to  the  fex,  becaufe  the  mules 
in  harnefs  are  ufually  females.     In  a  fubfe- 
quent  journey  the  whole  difficulty  vaniflied, 
and  my  high  eftimation   of  the  mule,   in 
point    of  fagacity,  was   confirmed.       The 
word  in  quellion,  when  difl:ind:ly  fpoken, 
was  aquella  otra;  that  h,you  other  alfo^  and 
then,  fjppofing  Coronela  and  Capitana  to 
be  pairs,  if  the  coachman  had  been  calling 
to  the  former  by  name,  aqiicUa  otra  became 
applicable   to   the  latter,  and   was  equally 
efficacious  as  the  fmartefl  flroke  of  a  long 
whip;    but  if  he  had  been  chiding  Capi- 
tana,  in  that  cafe,  aquella  otra  acted  as  a 
ftimulus  to  Coronela,  and  produced  in  her 
the  moft  prompt  obedience. 

We  did  not  leave  the  Efcurial  till  four 
in  the  afternoon,  and  at  half  after  i(twt^  ar- 
rived at  the  duke  of  Berwick's,  where  we 
had  been  cno-a^-ed  to  foend  the  eveainK'> 
having  travelled  feven  leagues  in  about 
three  hours  and  an  half. 

K  3  MADRID, 
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BEING  thus  returned  to  the  capital  of 
Spain,  where  I  fpent  the  fublequent 
winter,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give 
fome  idea  of  the  Hfe  a  ftranger  leads  here, 
with  a  few  obfervations  on  the  manners  of 
the  age. 

Having  been  once  introduced  at  court,  you 
are  at  liberty  to  go  as  often  as  you  pleafe. 
I  availed  myfelf  frequently. of  this  privilege, 
both  for  the  fake  of  viewing  the  paintings 
at  my  leifure,  and  for  converfation,  becaufe 
at  court  is  the  general  rendezvous,  where 
men  of  diftinftion  affemble  every  morning 
to  pay  their  compliments  to  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  whilft  they 
are  at  dinner,  and  to  talk  of  what  is  pafTmg 
in  the  world. 

When  the  king  gets  into  his  coach,  to  go 
out,  as  ufual,  to  his  favourite  amufement, 
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the  company  retires  j  and,  as  the  corps  dir 
plomatique  is  here  remarkable  for  hofpita- 
lity,  a  perfon  well  recommended  is  never 
at  a  lofs  for  the  mofl:  genteel  fociety  at  all 
hours  of  the  day.  Gratitude  requires  that 
I  fliould  exprefs  my  obligations,  in  this 
place,  to  thofe,  not  only  of  the  foreign  mi- 
nifters,  but  others,  who  honoured  me  with 
their  friendfhip  and  protection.  I  fliall 
therefore  take  the  liberty  of  defcribing 
briefly  the  kind  of  life  I  led  whilft  I  was 
near  the  court. 

Count  Florida  Blanca  mufl  certainly 
claim  the  firfl  place  in  my  remembrance^ 
for  although  at  Madrid  he  gave  no  enter- 
tainments, yet  in  the  fitios  he  had  al- 
ways the  goodnefs  to  admit  me  into  the 
number  of  his  guefts  when  he  gave  his 
weekly  dinners.  From  our  own  minifter  I 
every  where  experienced,  not  merely  that 
general  protedlion  v/hich  he  gives  to  all, 
and  thofe  minute  attentions  for  which  he 
is  univerfally  admired,  but  the  kindnefs, 
hofpitality,  and  friendfhip  of  a  brother^ 
His  houfe  was  at  all  times  open  to  me,  and 
when  he  gave  a  dinner  to  his  friends,  I  ne-= 
ver  was  forgotten. 

K4  My 
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My  invitation  to  the  duke  de  Vaugulon's 
vvas  both  general  and  Ipecial.  Here  the  din- 
ners were  magnificent,  the  company  nume- 
rous, and  the  converfation  interelHngj  and 
here  I  dined  more  frequently  than  at  any 
other  table  irr  Madrid,  attrad:ed,  however, 
neither  by  the  magnificence  of  the  enter- 
tainment, nor  by  the  company  which  reforted 
to  the  houfe,  fo  much  as  by  the  eafe  and 
elegance  of  the  duke  and  dutchefs,  and  the 
lovely  fimplicity  of  their  children. 

With  the  American,  Rufiian,  and  Pruf- 
fian  minifters,  I  felt  perfe(ftly  at  home;  and 
not  much  lefs  fo  with  thofe  of  Genoa  and 
Venice.  The  other  foreign  minifters  often 
honoured  me  with  invitations,  and  I  ^vas 
ahvays  happy  in  accepting  them. 

Whenever  I  wiftied  to  cultivate  the  fcl- 
ences,  or  to  converfe  ^vith  men  of  letters,  I 
frequented  the  more  humble,  but  not  lefs 
hofpitable,  tables  of  fome  native  Spaniards, 
where  I  never  failed  to  meet  with  a  kind 
receotlon.  With  Izquierdo  and  Angulo,  I 
increafed  my  knowledge  in  mineralogy; 
and  on  whatever  fubjetft  I  was  defirous  of 
gaining  information,  1  was  fare  to  meet 
with  fatisiadion,  either  from  them  or  from 
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their  friends.  Ortega  has  been  already 
mentioned  as  a  botaniil: ;  D.  Fr".  Bayer 
will  always  be  remenibered  as  a  polite 
fcholar;  and  D.  Juan  Bautifta  Munoz  will 
be  celebrated  as  an  hiftorian,  whenever 
he  iliall  favour  the  public  with  his  work 
on  the  conquelt  of  America;  Clavijo  de- 
ferves  the  higheft  commendation,  as  a 
faithful  and  elegant  tranllator,  and  as  a 
man  of  general  information.  Befides  thefe, 
I  met  with  tv^^o  brothers  Fernandez,  who 
have  diftinguiihed  themfclves  in  chemiflry, 
and  the  Abbe  Guevara,  who  excels  in  his 
knowledge  of  Spanifli  hiftory,  and  political 
ceconomy.  With  all  thefe  gentlemen  I  was 
upon  a  mod  friendly  footing. 

I  dined  frequently  with  the  marquis  Im- 
periali,  a  grandee  of  Spain,  mofh  defervedly 
admired  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  and 
the  foftnefs  of  his  manners;  and  once  I  had 
the  honour  to  dine  with  the  marquis  de 
Ovieco,  who  is  likewifc  a  grandee. 

This  gentleman  is  pointed  out  as  an  ex- 
ample of  an  old  Spaniard;  and,  if  from  one 
individual  we  might  venture  to  form  a  ge- 
neral idea  of  a  community,  the  politenefs, 
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probity,  and  true  dignity,  confpicuous  in 
his  whole  deportment,  muft  fill  us  witl^ 
the  highefl;  reverence  and  efleem  for  the 
Spaniih  nation. 

Like  the  French,  the  Spaniards  drink 
their  wine  at  dinner;  but  as  foon  as  they 
have  finiihed  their  defert,  and  taken  coffee, 
they  retire  to  their  couch. 

When  they  rife  from  the  fiefla,  they  get 
into  their  carriages  to  parade  up  and  down 
the  prado,  never  going  fafter  than  a  walk. 
As  they  move  llovvly  on  in  one  diredion, 
they  look  into  the  coaches  which  are  re- 
turning in  the  other,  and  bow  to  their  ac- 
quaintance every  time  they  pafs.  On  fome 
high  days  I  have  counted  four  hundred 
coaches,  and,  on  fuch  occafions  it  requires 
more  than  two  hours  to  proceed  one  mile. 

At  the  clofe  of  day,  people  fay  the  ufual 
prayer,  then  wiih  each  other  a  good  even- 
ing, and  begin  retiring  to  their  houfes, 
where  they  take  their  refrefco  of  chocolate,, 
with  bifcuits  and  a  glafs  of  water. 

When  you  are  properly  introduced  into 
a  Spanifn  family,  you  are  told  at  parting, 
"  Now,  Sir,  you  are  mailer  of  this  houfe ;" 
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but  the  extent  of  the  grant  mufi:  be  judged 
of  by  your  own  natural  fagacity  j  becaufe, 
fuch  is  the  politenefs  of  a  Spaniard,  that  he 
makes  ufe  of  this  expreffion  when  nothing 
more  is  meant  than  that  you  are  at  liberty 
to  call  upon  him  j  accordingly  you  fee 
many  retire  before  each  meal,  or  drop  in 
after  it :  but  when  it  is  taken  in  its  full 
extent,  the  grant  means  dinner,  refrefco, 
fupper,  any  or  all,  whenever  it  may  fuit 
you  to  partake  of  them. 

Moft  families,  efpecially  the  great,  have 
their  tertulla,  or  evening  fociety  for  cards 
and  converfation,  after  which,  they,  who 
are  upon  a  footing  of  intimacy,  ilay  and 
partake  of  a  little  fupper.  At  thefe  evening 
meetings  you  fee  the  fame  faces  from  day  to 
day.  The  fociety  I  chiefly  frequented  was 
at  the  dutchefs  of  Berwick's;  but  I  went 
often  to  the  dutchefs  de  Vauguion's,  fome- 
times  to  the  countefs  del  Carpios,  and  too 
feldom  I  vifited  count  Campomanes.  Now 
and  then,  with  a  view  to  get  an  infight 
into  the  nature  of  fociety,  I  wandered  away 
to  other  families,  but  not  meeting  any  one 
with  whom  I  had  been  previoufly  acquaint- 
ed. 
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cd,  befides  the  lady  of  the  family,  I  was 
foon  weaiT,  and  could  feldom  prevail  upon 
myfelf  to  prolong  my  flay. 

Without  any  disparagement  to  the  reil, 
I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  the  fociety  at  the 
dutchefs  of  Berwick's  was  the  moil  pleaf- 
ing :  it  was  frequented  by  the  foreign  mi- 
niiters,  and,  not  only  were  the  dutchefs  and 
her  fifler,  the  princefs  of  Stolberg,  moil: 
engaging  in  their  manners,  but  the  eafe  and 
freedom  which  every  one  enjoyed  made 
the  time  pafs  delightfully.  The  dutchefs 
herfeif,  and  three  of  her  friends,  occupied  a 
whifl  table,  fome  feparated  themfelves  for 
converfation,  and  the  princefs  commonly, 
for  a  part  of  the  evening,  amuf^d  herfeif 
with  drawing,  under  the  infpection  and 
tuition  of  the  Pruilian  minifter,  v/ho,  for 
talle  and  execution,  is  one  of  the  firlt  maf- 
ters  in  that  line  ;  others  were  engaged  at 
the  piano  forte.  For  my  part,  I  commonly 
took  up  my  pencil,  and  proiited  by  the  lef- 
fons  given  to  the  princefs.  At  eleven 
o'clock  we  fat  down  to  an  elegant  fupper, 
and  about  one  in  the  morning  I  retired, 
having  nearly  two  miles  to  walk.  The 
duke  generally  came  home  to  fupper,  but 
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he  feldom  fdt  long  before  he  retired  to  his 

bed. 

At  the  dutchefs  de  Vauguion's  the  fociety 
was  chiefly  French.  The  amufements  were 
cards,  tricktrac,  and  chefs,  concluding  with 
a  fupper. 

At  the  countefs  del  Carpio's  all  were 
Spaniards,  excepting  one  Italian,  and  the 
amufement  was  fome  game  at  cards.  The 
evening  clofed  with  a  light  fapper.  The 
count  was  commonly  at  home  before  ten, 
and,  except  when  at  the  play-houfe,  he 
fpent  his  evenings  in  his  family.  He  is  a 
fenfible  man,  and  well  informed  3  and  the 
countefs  mull  give  life  to  every  fociety, 
where  flie  is  found.  She  is  far  from  hand- 
fome;  yet,  from  the  fprightlinefs  of  her 
wit,  and  the  foftnefs  of  her  manners,  fhe  is 
highly  intercfling,  and  the  more  Co  from 
her  delicacy  of  conflitution,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  her  health. 

Count  Campomanes  gives  no  fuppers, 
and  cards  are  feldom  feen;  but  his  conver- 
fation  fills  up  the  time,  and  renders  all 
other  fpecies  of  amufement  needlefs.  The 
fociety  is  chiefly  from  the  Anurias,  where 
^lie  was  born. 

Befide 
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Befide  thefe  quiet  tertullas,  all  through 
the  winter  the  dutchelTes  of  Berwick  and 
Vaugulon  gave  balls  once  a  week,  and  the 
countefTes  of  Cogulludo  and  Penafiel  gave 
concerts  and  balls,  attended  with  fplendid 
fide-boards  of  ices,  cakes,  and  jellies.  After 
the  ball,  every  one  retired  to  fupper  with 
his  own  fociety. 

When  you  pay  a  vifit  to  a  lady,  (for, 
wherever  there  is  a  lady  in  the  family,  the 
viiit  is  to  her)   you  neither  knock  at  the 
door,  nor  afk  any  queftions  of  the  porter, 
but  eo  fl:rai2;ht  forwards  to  the  room  where 
.the  ufually  receives  her  company,  and  there 
vou  feldom  fail  to  find  her,  morning,  noon, 
and  night;  in  winter,  fitting  near  the  bra- 
fier,  furrcunded  by  her  friends,  unlefs  when 
ilie  is  gone  out  to  mafs.     The  friends  are 
moilly  gentlemen,  becaufe  ladies  feldom  vi- 
iit in  a  familiar  v/ay;  and,  of  the  gentlemen 
thus  aflembled,  one  is  commonly  the  Cor- 
tejo-y  I  fay  commonly,  becaufe  it  is  not  uni- 
Verfilly  the  cafe.    During  the  whole  of  my 
refidence  in  Spain,  I  never  heard  of  jealoufy 
in  a  hufband,  nor  could   I  ever  learn,  for 
certain,  that  fuch  a  thing  exifted;  yet,  in 
the  condud   of  many   ladies,  whether  it 
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proceeds   from    the    remains    of  delica<^y, 
from   a  fenfe  of  propriety,   or  from  fear, 
you  may  evidently  fee  caution,  circunifpec- 
tion,  and  referve,  when  their  hulbands  are 
in  fight.      Some  have  addrefs  enough   to 
keep    the    cortejo    in     concealment;    and 
this,  in  Spain,  is  attended  with  no  great 
difficulty,  hecaufe,  when  the  ladies  go  to 
mafs,  they  are  fo  difguifed,  as  not   to  be 
eafily  dillinguilhed.     Their  drefs  upon  that 
occafion  is  peculiar  to  the  country.     They 
all  put  on  the  bafrpdnat  or  black  iilk  petti- 
coat, and  the   mantilla,  which   fcrves   the 
double  purpofe  of  a  cloak  and  veil,  fo  as 
completely,  if  required,   to  hide  the  face. 
Thus  difguifed,   they  are  at  perfed  liberty 
to  go  where  they  pleafe.  But  fhould  they  be 
attended  by  a  fervant,  he  is  to  be  gained,  and 
therefore  he  becomes  little  or  no  reilraint. 
Befides  this,  every  part  of  the  houfe  is  fo  ac- 
ceffible  by  day^  and  the  hulband  is  fo  com- 
pletely nobody  at  home,  fo  feldom  viUble, 
or,  if  vifible,  fo  perfectly  a  flranger  to  all 
who  vifit  in  his  family,  that  the  lover  may 
eafily  efcape    unnoticed.     This,   however, 
will  not  always  fatisfy  the  Spanifh  ladies, 
who,  being  quick  of  fenfibility,  and  remark- 
able 


[     H4     I 

able  for  firong  attachment,  are  mirerable, 
when  their  cortejo  is  out  of  fight.  He 
mufl  be  prcfcnt  every  moment  in  the  day, 
whether  in  private  or  piibUc,  in  health 
or  ficknefs,  and  muft  be  every  where  in- 
vited to  attend  them.  There  have  been 
recent  examples  of  women,  even  of  high 
fafliion,  who  have  iliut  themfelves  up  for 
months,  during  the  abfence  of  their  corte- 
ios;  and  this,  not  merely  from  difguft,  but 
to  avoid  giving  them  offence.  If  the  lady 
is  at  home,  he  is  at  her  fide;  when  /he 
walks  out,  (he  leans  upon  his  arm;  when 
Ihe  takes  her  feat  at  an  ailembly,  an  empty 
chair  is  always  left  for  him;  and  if  ihe 
joins  in  the  country  dances,  it  is  with  him. 
As  every  lady  dances  two  minuets  at  a  bail, 
the  fird  is  with  her  cortejo,  the  fecond  with 
a  ftranger;  with  the  former,  if  ihe  has  any 
vivacity,  (l^e  makes  it  vinble,  and  if  ilie 
can  move  with  grace,  it  then  appears ;  but 
with  the  latter  fhe  evidently  {hews,  not  in- 
difference, but  difguft;  and  feems  to  look 
upon  her  partner  with  difdain. 

As  foon  as  any  lady  marries,  fne  is  teafcd 
by  numerous  competitors  for  this  diftin- 
guifhed favour,  till  Ihe  is  fixed  in  her  choice; 

when 
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when  the  unfuccefsful  candidates  either  re- 
tire, or  fubmit  to  become,  in  future,  what 
may  be  called  cortejos  of  the  brafier,  with- 
out any  pretenfions  beyond  that  of  fitting 
round  the  embers  to  warm  themfelves  in 
winter. 

It  is  reckoned  difgraceful  to  be  fickle; 
yet  innumerable  in  fiances  are  feen  of  ladies 
who  often  change  their  lovers.  In  this 
there  is  a  natural  progrefs  -,  for  it  cannot  be 
imagined,  that  women  of  fuperior  under- 
Handings,  early  in  life  diftinguidied  for  de- 
licacy of  fentiment,  for  prudence,  and  for 
the  elevation  of  their  minds,  Ihould  haftily 
arrive  at  the  extreme,  where  paffion  tri- 
umphs, and  where  all  regard  to  decency  is 
loft  ',  as  for  others,  they  foon  finifli  the  ca- 
reer. It  is,  however,  humiliating  to  fee  fome 
who  appear  to  have  been  deligned  by  nature 
to  command  the  reverence  of  mankind,  at 
laft  degraded,  and  funk  fo  low  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  world,  as  to  be  never  mentioned 
but  with  contempt.  Thefe  have  changed 
fo  often,  and  have  been  fo  unfaithful  to 
every  engagement,  that,  univerfally  defpifed, 
they  end  with  having  no  cortejo. 

Vol.  II.  L  I  have 
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I  have  obferved,  that  jealoufy  is  feldom, 
if  ever,  to  be  difcovered  in  a  hufband  -,  but 
this  cannot  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  new 
connecftion,  becaiife  both  parties  are  tor- 
mented by  fufpicion.  This,  it  muft  be 
confefied,  is  natural ;  for,  as  both  are  con- 
fcious  that  there  is  no  other  bond  between 
them  but  the  precarious  tie  of  mutual  affec- 
tion, each  muft  tremble  at  the  approach  of 
any  one  who  might  interrupt  their  union. 
Hence  they  are  conftantly  engaged  in  watch- 
ing each  other's  looks,  and,  for  want  of  con- 
fidence, renounce,  in  a  great  meafure,  the 
charms  cf  focial  intercourfe.  Even  in  pub- 
lic, they  live  as  if  they  were  alone,  ab- 
ftradied  and  abforbed,  attentive  only  to  each 
other.  He  muft  not  take  notice  of  any 
other  lady  ;  and  if  any  gentleman  would 
converfe  wdth  her,  in  a  few  minutes  fhe 
appears  confufed,  and  filled  with  fear  that 
fhe  may  have  given  offence.  In  all  proba- 
bility fhe  has  -,  and  fhould  fhe  be  the  iirft 
dutchefs  in  the  kingdom,  and  he  only  a  non- 
commiflioned  officer  in  the  army,  fhe  may 
be  treated  with  perfonal  indignity ;  and  we 
have  heard  of  one  who  was  dragged  by  the 
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•hair  about  the  roonin  But  if,  inflead  of 
giving,  /he  fliould  happen  to  have  taken  the 
offence,  even  the  more  deUcate  will  fly  like 
a  tygrefs  at  his  eyes,  and  beat  him  in  the 
face  till  he  is  black  and  blue.  It  fometimes 
happens,  that  a  lady  becomes  w^eary  of  her 
iirll  choice,  her  fancy  has  fixed  upon  fome 
new  objed:,  and  fiie  wifhes  to  change  ;  but 
the  former,  whofe  vanity  is  flattered  by  the 
conned:ion,  is  not  willing  to  diffolve  it.  In 
lower  life,  this  moment  gives  occafion  to 
many  of  thofe  affaffinations  which  abound 
in  Spain  j  but,  in  the  higher  claffes,  among 
whom  the  dagger  is  profcribed,  the  firft 
poffeffor,  if  a  man  of  fpirit,  maintains  pof- 
feffion,  and  the  lady  dares  not  difcard  him, 
left  an  equal  combat  fhould  prove  fatal  to 
the  man  of  her  affediions.  In  this  conteft 
the  hufband  is  out  of  fight,  and  tells  for 
nothing. 

In  a  catholic  country,  with  fuch  depra- 
vity of  morals,  it  may  be  naturally  enquired/ 
what  becomes  of  confcience,  and  where  is 
difcipline  ?  It  is  well  known,  that  all  arc 
under  obligation  to  confefs,  at  leaft  once  a 
year,  before  they  receive  the  eucharift. 
Every  one  is  at  liberty  to  choofe  his  con- 
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felTor  dnd  prieft;  but  before  he  leaves  tint 
altar,  he  takes  a  certificate  that  he  has  been 
there,  and  this  he  delivers  to  the  curate  of 
his  own  parifh,  under  pain  of  excommuni- 
cation, fhould  he  fail  to  do  fo.  When, 
therefore,  a  married  woman  appears,  year 
after  year,  before  her  confeiTor,  to  acknow- 
ledge that  Ihe  has  been,  and  flill  continues 
to  be^  living  in  adultery,  how  can  he  grant 
her  ablblution,  or  how  can  he  be  moderate 
in  the  penance  he  enjoins.  Without  pe- 
nance, and  unlefs  the  prieft  is  fatisfied  that 
there  is  contrition,  with  full  purpofe  of  a- 
mendment,  there  can  be  no  abfolution  ; 
without  abfolution,  no  participation  of  the 
eucharill ;  and,  in  the  negled:  of  this,  ex- 
communication follows.  Yet,  from  the 
univerfal  prevalence  of  this  offence,  we  may 
be  certain,  that  there  mufl  be  fome  way  of 
evading  the  rigour  of  the  law.  Nothing  is 
more  eafy.  As  for  the  penance,  it  is  im- 
pofed  by  thofe  who  can  have  compaffion 
on  the  frailties  of  mankind,  and  is  therefore, 
fcarcely  worthy  to  be  mentioned.  In  many 
inftances,  it  is  ridiculous.  Were  any  con- 
feiTor fevere,  he  would  have  few  at  his  con- 
feflional.     The  abfolution  is  commonly  a 

more 
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more  ferious  bufinefs;  becaufe  the  penitent 
muft  not  only  tsftify  contrition,  but  mufi: 
give  fome  token  of  amendment,  by  abftain- 
ing,  at  leaft  for  a  feafon,  from  the  commif- 
ijon  of  the  crime  which  is   the   fubjecft- 
matter  of  confeiTion.     The  firft  abfolutiou 
may  be  eafily  obtained ;  but  when  the  of- 
fender comes,  year  after  year,  with  the  fame 
confeflion,  if  he  will  obtain  abfolution,  he 
mufl  change  his  confeiTor;  and  this  pradtice 
is  not  only  difgraceful,  but  fometimes  inef- 
fe(flual.     Here,  then,  it  is  needful  to  adopt 
Ibme  new  expedient.     Two  naturally  pre- 
fent  themfelves  :    for,   either  fome  priefl, 
deflitute  of  principle,  may  be  found,  who, 
for  certain  con fi derations,  will  furnifli  bil- 
lets ',  or  elfe,  which  is  a  prevailing  practice 
at  Madrid,  the  common  proilitiites,  confef- 
fing  and  receiving  the  holy  facrament  in 
many  churches,  and  colledting  a  multitude 
of  billets,  either  fell,  or  give  them  to  their 
friends,    I  have  certificates  before  me.    As 
thefe  cany  neither  name  nor  lignature,  they 
are  ealily  transferred.    They  are  fimply  thus : 
Comtilgo  en  la  Iglefia  parroquial  de  San  Mar- 
tin de  Madrid.   Ano  de  mil  fetcciefiios  ocbi:nta 
^feis, 
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The  principal  cortejos  in  the  great  cities 
are  the  canons  of  the  cathedrals ;  but  where 
the  military  rcfide,  they  take  their  choice, 
and  leave  the  refufe  for  the  church.  In  the 
country  villages,  the  monks  bear  rule  ;  at 
leaft  v^^ithin  their  limits,  and  even  in  the 
cities,  they  fet  up  their  pretenfions.  As  for 
the  parochial  clergy,  one  thing  is  certain, 
that  many  of  them  have  families,  and  all 
are  involved  in  the  common  cenfure.  Even 
in  the  Allurias,  my  friend,  the  good  biihop 
auxiliary  of  Oviedo,  a  man  of  high  prin- 
ciple, yet  of  great  humanity,  fevere  only  to 
himfelf,  but  compaffionate  to  others,  made 
it  a  rule,  that  none  of  his  curates  fhould 
have  children  in  their  families.  This  facri- 
fice,  at  leaf!:,  he  infifted  they  ihould  make 
to  decency.  Beyond  this  he  did  not  think 
it  right  to  be  too  rigid  in  his  enquiries.  In 
fhort,  during  my  reiidence  in  Spain,  I  never 
found  one  perfon  inclined  to  vindicate  the 
curates  from  the  common  charge  j  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  all,  with  united  voices,  bore 
teftimony  to  the  fuperior  virtue  of  the  hi- 
ftiops.  Indeed,  thefe  venerable  men,  from 
all  that  I  could  hear,  and  from  what  1  faw 
in  the  near  approach  to  which  they  graci-  . 
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oully  admitted  me,  <br  purity,  for  piety,  for 
zeal,  can  never  be  fuiiiciently  admired ;  but 
too  few  of  the  clergy,  either  fecular  or  re- 
gular, till  they  begin  to  look  towards  the 
mitre,  feem  to  think  it  neceffary,  that  they 
ihould  imitate  thele  bright  examples,  or 
afpire  after  fuch  high  perfecflions. 

This  univerfal  depravity  of  morals,  if  I 
am  not  much  miftaken,  may  be  traced  up 
to  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy.  It  is  true, 
the  example  of  the  court,  fince  the  accef- 
lion  of  the  prefent  monarch,  has  given  pre- 
valence to  practices  which  were  before  re- 
trained, and  made  that  honourable  which 
had  been  attended  with  difgrace;  but  the 
effed:  muft  always,  in  a  meafure,  have  been 
coeval  with  its  caufe.  Nay,  fhould  we  be 
inclined  to  blame,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  the 
Italians,  who  are  faid  to  have  brought  this 
practice  into  Spain,  we  fhould  be  obliged 
at  laft  to  trace  it  up  to  this  mifliaken  prin- 
ciple, that  conjugal  iiff'eBion  is  inconfijlent 
with  the  due  dijcharge  of  the  minijierial 
fwzBions.  In  converling  freely  with  the 
clergy  on  this  fubjedt,  I  never  met  any  one, 
befid  ;s  the  archbilliop  of  Toledo,  v/ho  at- 
tempted to   vindicate   this  principle  j  and 
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wherever  I  was,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  de- 
claring war  againll:  it,  becaufc  they  do  not 
confider  it  as  an  article  of  faith.  The  prin- 
ciple is  abfurd;  yet  upon  it  is  founded 
the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  and  from  that, 
in  my  opinion,  is  derived  the  corruption  of 
their  morals.  It  has  been  common  for 
proteftants,  who  travel  in  a  catholic  coun- 
try, to  inveigh  againfl:  the  clergy,  and  to 
laugh  at  the  people,  as  priefl-ridden :  fuch 
abufe  is  exceedingly  illiberal.  The  priefls 
themfelves  are  to  be  pitied,  but  the  law 
which  binds  them,  the  cruel  law  which  re- 
quires that  they  fliould  offer  violence  to 
nature,  or,  more  properly,  the  power  which 
can  abrogate  that  law,  fhould  bear  the 
blame. 

The  purpofe  of  the  law  is  however  fruf- 
trated ;  for  nature  is  like  a  rapid  river, 
which,  checked  in  its  progrefs,  fcorns  re- 
ftraint,  and,  when  diverted  from  its  proper 
courfe,  either  overflows  the  country,  or 
forms  new  channels  for  itfelf.  What  then 
is  gained  ?  The  parochial  clergy,  and  thefe 
are  the  only  clergy  who  fliould  be  fufferei^ 
in  a  flate,  have  their  conne(!?tions  and  their 
children,  but   not  as  they  ought,  in    the 
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moft  honourable  way.  They  are  difgraced 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  who  are  taught 
by  their  example  to  live  in  the  violation  of 
the  laws ;  and  their  children,  for  want  of 
a  proper  education,  are  fitted  only  for  the 
vileft  employments  in  the  community. 
How  different  is  the  picture,  where  mar- 
riage is  allowed.  The  minifter  is  like  the 
father  of  his  parish,  and  his  wife  performs 
the  office  of  a  mother ;  both  fet  an  example 
of  virtue,  and  in  every  village  teach  the 
peafants  how  to  value  their  domeftic  com- 
fort. In  the  flreet,  their  children,  com- 
monly a  numerous  offspring,  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  look  of  health,  by  their 
ijleanlinefs,  and  by  the  decency  of  their 
condu<ft;  and,  when  fent  out  into  the 
world,  they  form  the  moll:  valuable  mem- 
bers of  fociety. 

Should  the  Spanifli  government  refolve 
to  kt  the  clergy  free,  more  ample  provifion 
mufl  be  made  for  their  maintenance,  be* 
caufe  at  prefent  it  is  fcarcely  fufficient  for 
t:heir  own  fupport;  and  this  might  be 
eafily  accomplifhed  out  of  the  vafl  reve-^ 
nues  of  the  bifliops,  or  by  the  fupprefiiori 
of  feme  ufelcfs  convent:;. 

The 
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The  play-houfes  in  Madrid  are  not  much 
frequented :  the  genius  of  the  people  does 
not  aiTimilate  with  this  fort  of  amufement. 
This  will  evidently  appear  by  the  receipts 
at  the  two  theatres ;  for,  taking  the  average 
betv/een  them  in  December,  they  each  pro- 
duce fifty  pounds  a  night,  but  fome  nights 
lefs  than  twenty  pounds;  and,  even  in  the 
Chriftmas  week,  not  more  than  feventy-fix. 
They  have  lately  introduced  the  opera,  but 
with  little  profpe6t  of  fuccefs ;  becaufe 
moil  of  the  genteel  people  keep  to  their 
own  focieties,  except  when  they  attend  the 
balls. 

Few  people  here  difcover  any  love  for 
the  fciences.  The  cabinet  of  natural  hif- 
tory  is  open  to  all  the  world,  but  it  is  not 
frequented;  and  although  D.  Ant°.  Fern. 
Solano,  the  royal  profelfor  of  experimental 
philofophy,  in  point  of  ciearnefs,  elegance, 
and  precifion,  may  be  reckoned  among  the 
firft  in  Europe,  and  delivers  his  led:ures 
gratis,  yet  nobody  attends  him.  Books  are 
little  read ;  all  who  are  not  engaged  in  bu- 
fmefs,  are  occupied  in  their  attendance  on 
the  ladies,  with  whom  nothing  of  this  kind 
is  heard  of. 

la 
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In  confequence  of  proper  Introdu6lions, 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  moft  of  the 
principal  manfions  in  Madrid.  The  iirft, 
without  exception,  in  point  of  magnifi- 
cence, is  the  duke  of  Alba's  :  the  principal 
front  is  to  the  fouth,  and  is  two  hundred 
feet  m  length,  with  eighty-five  windows. 
The  eaftern  and  weflern  fronts  will  be  fix 
hundred  feet  when  finifhed;  yet  in  this 
vail  pile  there  is  not  one  room  fuitable  to 
the  rank  and  fortune  of  its  lord.  The  up- 
per ftories  will  be  'occupied  by  four  hun- 
dred bed-chambers,  which  are  fcarce4y  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  family,  confidering  that  all 
the  fuperannuated  fervants,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  are  to  be  lodged  and  penfioned 
there.  The  duke  informed  me,  that  he  paid 
one  hundred  thoufand  reals,  that  is,  one 
thoufand  pounds,  a  month,  in  wages  only 
at  Madrid. 

For  commodioufnefs  and  elegance,  no 
houfe  in  Madrid  is  equal  to  the  duke  of 
Berwick's.  Built  on  a  declivity,  with  the 
principal  front  towards  the  well,  it  occu- 
pies, like  other  Spanilh  houfes,  the  four 
fides  of  a  fquare,  yet  is  perfecflly  mo- 
dern, both  in  llyle  and  furniture.  You  en- 
ter 
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ter  ii  fpaclous  hall,  then>  al'cendiiig  a  wide 
ilaircafe,  you  find  a  fuit  of  magnificent 
apartments,  communicating  all  round,  and, 
upon  the  lame  level  with  the  garden  to  the 
ibuth  and  to  the  eafl.  From  this  circum- 
fiance,  all  the  ground  floor  is  kept  exceed- 
ingly cool  for  a  fummer's  refidence,  and 
the  principal  apartm^ents  are  warm  and 
comfortable  in  winter.  Such  an  habita- 
tion would  be  ill  fuited  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  numerous  domeilics,  with  their 
widows  and  their  children,  defcending  by 
tradition  from  his  anceftors  -,  and  therefore 
the  duke,  very  wifely,  is  fatisfied  with  "giv- 
ing them  fmall  penfions,  and  leaves  them 
to  provide  a  lodging  for  themfelves. 

He  was  fo  obliging  as  to  let  me  fee  his 
accomptant's  office?,  in  which  he  has  in- 
troduced a  fyilem  of  ceconomy  little  known 
in  Soain.  They  confiil,  as  ufual,  of  four 
departments,  but  then  in  thefe  he  has  only 
one  accomptant  general,  with  three  clerks  $ 
one  principal  fecretary,  with  three  under 
him;  one  treafurer,  and  one  keeper  of  ar- 
chives, with  an  aiiiftant.  On  ell  his  eftatcs 
he  has  fimilar  eftablifhments,  but  upon  a 
fmaller  fcale.      His  whole  property  pro- 
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duces,  grofs,  one  million  eight  hundred  an4 
eiohty- eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
eighty -three  reals,  and  from  this  dedudbing 
three  hundred  and  forty-one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  eight,  for  the  charge  of  ma- 
nagement, it  netts  one  million  five  hundred 
afid  forty -fix  thoufmd  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-five  reals,  or  >C'^  5*4^7  ^erling. 

The  late  duke  of  Arcos  had  more  than 
three  hundred  people  in  his  eftabliihment 
at  Madrid.  The  marquis  of  Penafiel,  who 
is  married  to  the  young  dutchefs  of  Bene- 
vente,  and  is  at  once  duke  of  OiTuna,  of 
Arcos,  of  Vejar,  of  Candia,  &c.  &c.  with 
an  income  of  about  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
ilerling,  employed,  when  I  was  at  Madrid, 
twenty  -  nine  accomptants,  including  his 
two  fecretaries,  and  I  underftand  that  he 
has  fince  increafed  their  number;  befides 
thefe,  he  has  an  advocate,  and  a  fam^ily 
phyfician,  for  whom,  with  his  principal 
fecretary  and  his   treafurer,   he  keeps  fou,r 
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The  duke  of  Medina  Coili  has  thirty  ac- 
comptants in  Madrid,  befides  vail  eflabUfh- 
ments  on  his  efi:ates,  more  efpecially  in 
Catalonia,  moft  of  which  belongs  to  him, 

;.     and 
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4Lnd  in  thd  province  of  Andalufia,  where  he 
has  extenfive  property.  His  fon,  the  mar- 
quis de  CogoUudo,  who  has  a  feparate 
eftabUfliment,  informed  me,  that  he  him- 
felf  paid,  only  at  Madrid,  thirty  thoufand 
reals  a  month,  or  near  four  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  in  ftipends  to  his  fer- 
vants. 

It  is  difficult  to  eftimate  what,  with 
good  management,  would  be  the  revenue 
©f  thefe  great  lords.  Such  a  property  as 
the  duke  of  Alba's,  producing  under  admi- 
niftration  eighty  thoufind  pounds  a  year  5 
what  would  it  not  yield,  if  let  out  to  fub- 
ftantial  farmers  ?  If,  whilil:  they  plough, 
and  fow,  and  reap,  and  thrafli,  and  fell, 
and  eat,  and  drink,  upon  the  duke's  ac- 
jcount,  he  receives  fuch  an  income,  what 
\vould  it  be  if  every  inch  of  land  were 
made  produdive,  and  if  that  produce  were 
expended  with  ceconomy  ?  With  fuch  vaft 
poffeflions,  well  managed,  he  might  live  in 
fplendor  little  inferior  to  the  greateft  fove- 
reigns  of  Europe.  But,  inftead  of  this,  de- 
voured by  their  fervants,  they  are  moft  of* 
them  jn  debt;  and,  under  the  feeling  of 
poverty,  live  exceedingly  retired,  fcarcely 
8  venturing 
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venturing  at  any  time  to  give  a  dinner  to 
their  friends. 

In  many  of  their  houfes  you  find  good 
pi(flures,  colled:ed  by  their  anceflors  -,  but, 
as  for  the  prefent  generation,  they  feem  to 
have  Uttle  tafle  for  the  pohte  arts :  their 
time  and  attention  appear  to  be  loft  in  tri- 
fles. Among  the  houfes  where  the  works 
of  the  befl  mailers  are  to  be  feen,  the  prin- 
cipal are  thofe  of  Alba,  Medina  Cceli,  San- 
tiago, Infantado,  and  Santeflevan.  In  the 
former  is  a  very  numerous  and  ineftimable 
colletfiion;  and,  among  them,  the  portrait 
of  the  prefent  duke,  by  Mengs;  and  the 
great  duke  of  Alba,  by  Titian ;  a  Venus,  by 
Velazquez j  a  Holy  Family,  by  Raphael; 
and  the  £unous  School  of  Love,  by  Correg- 
gio.  In  this  beautiful  picture,  Venus  and 
Mercury  are  teaching  Cupid  to  read:  it  was 
fold  in  London,  with  other  valuable  pidiures 
of  Charles  L  All  thefe  pictures  were,  when 
J  faw  them,  crowded  in  the  old  manfion  of 
the  family,  and  therefore  appeared  to  dif- 
advantage;  but,  whenever  they  fliall  be 
cleaned  and  properly  difpofed,  this  will  be 
evidently  a  moft  capital  colle(5lion.  All  the 
other  coUedions  are  in  the  higheil  prefer- 
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Vatioh,  except  thofe  of  the  late  duke  of  Sari^ 
tefl:evan,now  the  property  of  his  fon-in-law> 
the  marquis  of  Cogolludo,  which,  ahhough 
ineftimable,  as  being  the  works  of  the 
mofl  ancient  artifts,  are  wholly  negledled, 
and  fufFered  to  decay.  The  marquis  was  fo 
polite  as  to  attend  me  and  the  Pruflian  mi- 
nister to  fee  them,  and  witnclied  our  lamen- 
tations over  them. 

During  my  winter's  refidence  at  Madrid> 
I  endeavoured  to  get  fome  infight  into  the 
revenue,  and,  I  truft,  it  will  be  found  that 
my  labour  was  not  in  vain :  yet,  after  all 
my  enquiries,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that 
till  fome  great  financier,  like  Mr.  Neck:er, 
fhall  arife  in  Spain,  the  confufion  which 
reigns  at  prefent  will  continue  to  prevail 
in  this  department  of  the  flate. 

Whilft  the  taxes  were  colled:ed  by  farm- 
ers general,  it  was  eafy  to  know  the  rent 
they  paid;  but  now  that  all  is  in  admini- 
ftration,  to  come  exactly  at  the  produce 
and  expenditure  will  be  attended  with  fome 
difficulty.  Were  the  whole  peninfula  on 
the  fame  footing,  were  all  puncStual  in  their 
payments,  and  were  the  difburfements  from 
-one  common  treafury,  this  refearch  would 
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be  exDedited ;  but,  as  not  one  of  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  exifts,  we  muil  take  the  mate- 
rials as  we  find  them,  and  do  the  befl  we 
can.  I  iliall  endeavour  to  give  fome  idea 
both  of  the  revenue  and  its  expenditure, 
founded  on  authentic  documents,  procured 
from  the  foreign  minifters,  and  compared 
with  an  official  paper,  with  which  I  was 
favoured  from  the  treafury.  But  firft,  it 
will  be  necelTary  to  point  out  the  various 
articles  v/hich  yield  revenue,  and  to  explain 
the  terms  relating  to  finance,  briefly  pre- 
miling  fuch  an  hiftorical  relation  as  can  be 
colleded  from  Spanilli  writers  on  the  fub- 
jeft. 

The  principal  refources  of  the  crown  for 
Supporting  its  dignity,  were  anciently  found 
in  the  demefnes  of  the  fovereignj  but  when, 
during  a  m.inority,  or  a  difputed  fuccellion, 
thefe  had  been  plundered  by  the  great  no- 
bility, he  was  obliged  to  folicit  grants  from 
the  national  aifembiies.  Thus  it  was  with 
Alonzo  II.  who,  after  he  had  compelled 
fome  of  his  barons  to  reftore  the  lands 
taken  from  himf^lf  and  from  his  immediate 
predeceiTor  during  their  infancy,  finding 
thefe  unequal  to  his   wants,   in  ^he  year 

Vol.  II.  M  -  1342, 


[     i6z    ] 

1342,  he  obtained  from  the  cortes,  then 
ailembled  at  Burgos,  an  alcavahy  or  tax 
upon  all  property  transferred,  to  defray  his 
expences  at  the  fiege  of  Algeciras.  Many 
cities  had  given  hin>  a  fifth  on  the  value  of 
all  commodities  difpofed  of  by  fale  or  bar- 
ter, but  w^hen  granted  by  the  flates,  the  tax 
was  fixed  at  ten  per  cent,  and  made  uni- 
verfal  over  Caftille.  Whilft  Peter,  fur- 
named,  but  perhaps  improperly,  the  Cruel, 
driven  from  his  kingdom,  was  a  fugitive  in 
France,  Henry,  his  natural  brother,  having 
been  proclaimed  king  ^A.  D.  1361.)  the 
cortes  granted  the  alcavala,  without  any 
limitation  with  refpedl  to  time,  as  a  mark 
of  their  ftrong  attachment  to  the  fovereign 
of  their  choice.  But  neither  was  this  grant, 
nor  the  aid  of  France,  fufficient  to  eftablifli 
the  ufurper  on  the  throne;  for  Peter,  pow- 
erfully fupported  by  Edward,  prince  of 
Wales,  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  men, 
gave  him  battle,  and  compelled  him  to  re- 
tire. When  Peter  had  thus  regained  his 
fceptre,  he  began  to  meditate  revenge 
againft  the  pope.  Urban  V.  who  had  ex- 
communicated him.  His  holinefs,  how- 
ever, readily  found  means  to  appeafe  the 
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indignation  of  the  offended  monarch,  by 
granting  him  the  royal  thirds,  or  tv/o- 
ninths  of  all  the  tythes  colleded  in  Caftille, 
under  pretence  of  a  croifade.  Peter  took 
the  money,  and  increafed  his  army,  but  not 
with  the  leaft  intention  of  ftrengthening 
himfelf  againft  the  infidels.  He  had  more 
formidable  enemies  at  home,  and  to  them 
he  bent  his  whole  attention,  but  in  vain. 
The  prince  of  Wales  having  retired  in  dif- 
.  guft,  his  father,  Edward  III.  was  not  in- 
clined to  continue  his  fupport^  when,  there- 
fore, Henry  appeared  in  the  field  once  more, 
attended  by  moft  of  the  principal  nobility, 
Peter  fell.     This,  was  in  the  year  1369. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  century,  Henry  III.  obliged  to  affume 
the  reins  of  government,  v/hen  he  was 
aged  fourteen,  with  a  view  to  prevent  a 
civil  war,  found  his  treafury  exhaufled,  and 
whilft  his  great  barons  were  rioting  over 
the  fpoils  which  they  had  feized  during 
his  minority,  he  himfelf  was  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity  of  want.  It  is  related  of 
him,  that  returning  one  day  from  hunting, 
and  alking  for  fomething  to  eat,  his  ftew- 
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iird  told  him  plainly,  that  he  had  neither 
money  nor  credit  to  procure  a  joint  of 
iiieat  j  "  Then,"  faid  he,  "  take  my  cloak, 
and  pawn  it."  He  was  not,  however,  fatis- 
iied  with  venting  his  indignation  in  empty 
Tv^ords;  but,  roufed  by  hunger^  he  compelled 
his  nobles  to  reilore  the  caftles,  and  to  re- 
nounce the  peniions  which  the  regent  had 
been  compelled  to  grant  them, 

A.  D.  1 500,  when  the  wealth  of  America 
-began  to  flow  into  Spain,  the  internal  reve- 
nue of  the  country  ceafed  to  be  an  obje<ft 
of  attention,  •  and  the  minifters  of  finance 
looked  chiefly  to  the  mines  of  Peru  and 
Mexico  for  their  fupplV^c,  But  before 
•one  century  had  elapfed,  the  phantom  va- 
nifhed:  the  treafury,  exhaufted  by  inceflant 
wars,  had  contracted  a  load  of  debt,  fuch 
as  the  country  was  unable  to  fupport;  and, 
to  fit  out  the  invincible  armada,  new  taxes 
were  invented,  under  the  denomination  of 
MillcJieSy  fo  called,  becaufe  the  grant  was 
for  eight  millions  of  ducats,  /^^T.  878,906. 
5J-.)  To  this  the  cortes,  fome  years  after, 
added  twenty-four  millions,  to  be  colled:ed 
in  fix  years;  of  wliich,  four  and  an  half 
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was  impofed  on  fait,  the  other  nineteen  and 
an  half  on  wine,  oil,  vinegar,  and  butcher's 
meat. 

The  country  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
be  taxed.  Rich  in  mines,  but  poor  in  mo- 
ney ;  exhaufted  by  continued  wars  in  Italy, 
in  Flanders,  and  by  emigrations  to  Ame- 
rica; wanting,  at  the  fame  time,  eveiy  en- 
couragement to  induHry  at  home;  wretch- 
ednefs  fo  univerfally  prevailed,  that  Dr. 
Moncada,  in  the  year  1660,  reckoned  more 
than  three  millions  in  Spain  who  wore  no 
fliirts,  becaufe  they  could  not  afford  to  pur- 
chafe  linen.  Money  was  at  that  period  lent 
commonly  for  twenty,  and  even  thirty,  per 
cent.  Such  was  the  flate  of  their  finance 
in  the  reign  of  Philip  IV.  His  lucceflbr, 
Charles  11.  who  died  at  the  end  of  the  fe- 
venteenth  century,  was  once  reduced  to 
fuch  diftrefs,  that,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
to  be  feen  in  his  own  hand  writing,  he  fo- 
licited  money  from  the  council  of  Caftille 
to  pay  the  expences  of  his  removal  with 
his  court  to  Aranjuez,  where  he  was  going 
for  his  health :  the  council  anfwered,  that, 
if  upon  examination,  there  was  no  other 
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way  to  reftore  his  health,  they  would  grant 
the  money. 

We  may  readily  imagine  that  the  re- 
ceipts at  the  treafury  were  inconfiderable, 
when  we  caft  our  eye  upon  their  accounts, 
and,  fo  late  as  17 14,  fee  them  kept  in  ma- 
ravedis,  of  which  four  are  nearly  equal  to 
a  farthing. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  pre  fen  t  century, 
Philip  V.  fucceeding  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
found  only  a  revenue  of  ten  million  livrcs, 
or  ;^. 41 6,666,  and  no  money  in  the  trea- 
fury; but,  in  the  fuperior  abilities  of  the 
prtfident  Orry,  he  had  incxhauftible  re- 
fources.  This  great  man,  who  accompa- 
nied the  young  prince  from  France,  and 
became  his  miniiter,  railed  the  revenue 
nearly  to  two  millions  flerling;  and,  at  the 
end  of  an  expenfive  war,  left  the  treafury 
not  only  free  from  debt,  but  with  conlider- 
able  fums  in  bank.  In  the  year  17 14  he 
retired. 

Previous  to  this  period,  the  taxes  were 
farmed,  and  the  people  were  grievoufly  op- 
preffed,  not  merely  by  the  farm.ers  general 
and  by  their  judges,  but  by  others  who 
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rented  under  them.  The  poor  pea£mts 
were  robbed  and  plundered  with  impunity, 
and  when,  unable  to  fatisfy  thefe  harpies, 
they  took  refuge  in  a  convent,  the  province 
was  obliged  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  To 
remedy  thefe  abufes,  the  new  monarch 
thought  it  expedient  to  reunite  m.any  of 
the  lelTer  farms  j  and,  to  prevent  the  vexa- 
tion of  his  fubjedts,  he  recommended  mo- 
deration to  the  farmers.  His  recommenda- 
tion remained  without  effed;.  The  farm- 
ers continued  to  nomiinate  and  to  pay  the 
judges,  the  judges  continued  to  opprefs  the 
people,  and  the  people  continued  to  utter 
their  complaints.  When,  however,  the  mi- 
nifter  refled;ed  that,  whilft  the  taxes  conti- 
nued to  be  farmed,  the  people  mufl  be* 
fubjed:  to  oppreffion,  in  the  year  17 14,  he 
put  the  whole  revenue  in  adminiftration ; 
but,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  he  reludlantly 
confented  to  renew  the  farms. 

After  this  fliort  refpite,  when  the  galling 
yoke  was  laid  upon  their  necks  again,  and 
■^the  farmers  were  once  more  armed  with 
power  to  opprefs  them,  the  people  became 
impatient,  and  their  clamours  reached  the 
throne  -,   yet  to  little  purpofe  for  a  feafon, 
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becaufe  the  neceflities  of  the  flate  were 
pleaded,  and  whilil;  Philip  lived,  the  evil 
complained  of  was  only  palliated,  but  not 
removed. 

A.  D.  1746,  on  the  accellion  of  Ferdi- 
nand VI.  D.  Martin  de  Loynaz  undertook 
to  plead  with  him  the  caufe  of  a  much  in- 
jured people,  as  D.  Michael  de  Zavala  had 
done  with  his  father  Philip,  but  with  more 
efFed:;  for  his  minifVer,  the  marquis  de  la 
Enfenada,  wholly  aboli/hed  the  farms ;  and 
from  that  period  they  have  never  been  re- 
flored.  In  confequence  of  this  new  regu- 
lation, the  magiftrates  of  all  the  cities  and 
diftrids  in  the  twenty -two  provinces  of 
Caftille,  adminifter  the  provincial  rents,  and 
remit  the  produce  to  Madrid,  receiving  fix 
per  cent,  for  their  trouble  in  colleding. 

To  reduce  the  fubjed:  of  taxation  to  a 
iyflem,  we  might  divide  and  fubdivide,  till 
our  attention  fhould  be  loft  in  clafies,  or- 
ders, genera,  fpecies,  and  varieties,  but  as 
this,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  would  not  in  the 
leaft  contribute  to  clearnefs  and  precifion^ 
I  choofe  rather  to  adopt  an  alphabetical  ar- 
rangement. 

AnnatSy  called  Medias  Annatasy  is  a  tax 

of 
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of  half  a  year's  revenue  from  the  grandees 
and  titular  nobility  on  coming  to  their 
ellates,  or  fucceeding  to  any  office.  The 
marquis  de  Squilace  was  fond  of  this  re- 
fource,  and,  fmce  his  time,  near  one  thou- 
fani  titles  have  been  given.  From  the 
clergy,  the  fovereigns  of  Spain  received  no 
annats,  excepting  only  in  America,  and  in 
the  conquered  provinces,  till  the  concordat, 
A.  D.  175'^,  between  Lambertini  and  Fer- 
dinand VI;  but  fince  that  time  they  are  no 
longer  fent  to  Rome.  With  thefe  are  in- 
cluded the  ecdefiajlical  months^  being  one- 
twelfth  of  all  benefices  under  three  hun- 
dred ducats,  or  ^.  3  3  nearly,  and  this  rated 
according  to  the  ancient  valuation.  Since 
thefe  grants,  the  pope,  A.  D.  1783,  gave 
to  the  king  one-third  of  ail  fimple  bene- 
fices, which  are  worth  mere  than  two  hun- 
dred ducats  per  annum. 

ApofentOy  or  Cafa  de  Apojento.  When  Phi- 
lip V.  fucceeded  to  the  throne,  his  intention 
was  to  have  made  Seville  the  feat  of  his 
dominion;  but  the  citizens  of  Madrid  pre- 
.vailed  upon  him  to  change  this  refolution, 
by  offering  him  a  fum  of  money,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  fhould  continue  with  them. 

This 
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This^was^X^erwards   chano^ed  for  a  rent- 
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chai  ge^on  all  the  houfes,  with  liberty  of 
one-third^  redemption  at  twenty-five  years 
purchafe. 

Brmidy  is  one  of  the  royal  monopolies. 
The  king  takes  one-eighth  of  all  the  fpirits 
as  a  tax,  the  reft  he  claims  a  right  to  pur- 
chafe, paying  for  brandy  twenty-two  reals 
the  arroba  of  twenty -eight  pounds,  and 
for  fpirit  of  wine,  twenty-eight  reals  j  the 
former  he  fells  at  fixty-four  reals,  the  lat- 
ter at  one  hundred.  At  this  rate  Madrid 
confumes  ninety  thoufand  arrobas,  or  about 
five  thouland  hogflieads  of  brandy,  befides 
eighteen  thoufand  arrobas  of  fpirit  of  wine. 
The  cities  agree  upon  a  compofition  for 
thefe  duties. 

Cards  are  another  of  the  royal  mono- 
polies. 

Catalonia  and  Arragon.  Under  this  arti- 
cle is  comprehended  the  cataliro  of  Cata- 
lonia with  the  equivalent  for  Arragon,  Va- 
lencia, and  Majorca. 

Crufades.  The  bull  of  the  crufades 
grants  the  fame  indulgences  as  were  ufually 
difpenfed  by  the  popes  to  thofe  who  went 
to  make  a  conqueft  of  the  Holy  Land,  ex- 
tending tiiefe  in  the  firft  inftance  to  thofe 
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who  fliould  perfonaily  make  war  upon  the 
infidels ;  in  the  fccond,  to  thofe  who  Ihould 
fend  a  deputy;  and,  in  the  laft  place,  to 
fuch  as  Ihould  aid,  by  liberal  contributions, 
the  foldiers  engaged  in  this  holy  war.. 

The  indulgences  are, 
1%  To  eat  flefh  on  faft-days,  with  the  con- 
fen  t  of  their  phyfician  and  confeffor, 
and,  even  without  their  confent,   to 
take  eggs  and  milk. 
2*,  That,  for  every  day  they  fall  voluntarily, 
and  pray  for  union  among  chriflian 
princes,  with  vidlory  againfl:  the  in- 
fidels, they  fhall  be  excufed  fifteen 
years  and  fifteen  forty  hours  of  pe- 
nance impofed  upon,  or  in  any  manner 
due  from  them ;  and  moreover,  fhall 
partake  of  all  the  prayers,  alms,  pil- 
grimages, even  to  Jerufalem,  which 
fhall  be  performed  by  the  church- 
militant,  or  by  any  of  its  .mem.bers. 
3°,  That,  vifiting  five  altars,  or  five  times 
one  altar,  and  praying  as  above,  they 
ihall  obtain  plenary  indulgences  for 
themfelves,  or  for  any  of  their  de- 
parted friends,  in  whofe  favour  they 
fliall  perform  this. 

4%  That, 
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4",  That,  once  in  life,  and  once  at  the  time 
of  their  deceafe,  they  may  obtain  from 
their  confeflbr  remiffion,  even  of  thofe 
fins  referved  for  the  pope,  excepting 
herefy,  and  of  other  fms,  as  often  as 
they  confefs. 
5%  That,  dying  fuddenly  without  confeffion, 
they  ihall  obtain  the  fame  plenary  in- 
dulgence as  if  they  died  under  con- 
trition. 
6",  That,  viliting  five  altars,  and  praying 
as  above,  on  the  days  fpecified  in  the 
calendar,  of  which  there  are  eleven, 
they  may,  by  their  prayers,  for  each 
day,  deliver  a  foul  from  purgatory. 
7°,  That,  paying  for  two  copies  of  the  bull, 
a  perfon  may  twice  in  one  year  enjoy 
all  the  indulgences,  favours,  and  pri- 
vileges  mentioned  above,   and  gain 
double   the  benefit  he  might  claim 
on  having  purchafed  one. 
For  this  bull  the  nobles  pay  about  fix 
fhillings  and  four  pence,  the  commons  a- 
bout  two  fliillings  and  two  pence  in  Arra- 
gon,  but  fomething  lefs  in  the  kingdom  of 
Caflille.    Even  the  fervants  purchafe  thefe ; 
and  fuch  is  the  demand,  that  they  are  reck- 

oned 
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Oned  to  produce  more  than  £.  200,00a 
per  an7ium.  No  confeilbr  will  grant  abfo- 
lution  to  any  one  who  has  not  this  bull. 

The  effeSis  of  the  camera  arife  from  vacant 
benefices.  By  the  concordat,  A.  D.  1753, 
the  kings  of  Spain  enjoy  not  only  the  no- 
mination to  all  ecclefiaftical  preferments, 
which  formerly  was  in  the  popes,  but  they 
take  the  benefit  of  vacancies,  and  feize  the 
fpoils  of  the  prelates,  that  is,  their  moveables, 
together  with  the  effedls  of  all  clergymen 
dying  inteflate.  Thefe  are  called  efpolios  y 
"cacantes. 

Excufado,  In  every  parifh,  the  king 
choofes  the  befc  farm,  whether  for  olives, 
corn,  or  vines,  of  which  he  takes  the  tythes 
both  in  Caflille  and  Arragon.  The  clergy 
formerly  agreed  with  him  for  this,  but  af- 
terwards it  was  farmed  by  the  gre?nios,  or 
five  united  companies  of  Madrid,  at  twelve 
millions  of  reals  ;  but,  in  the  year  1778, 
the  clergy  had  the  grant  at  one  third  lefs. 
Mofl  of  them  accepted  the  offer;  but  they, 
who  thought  themfelves  too  poor  to  ven- 
ture, refufed,  and  thefe  farms  are  let  to  the 
gremios  at  four  millions.  The  gremios  have 
4  been 
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been  accufed  of  having  availed  themfelves 
of  this  bargain,  to  purchafe  corn  in  all  the 
country  villages  when  it  is  cheap,  to  ledge 
it  in  their  granaries,  and  then,  felling  it  out 
again  at  a  high  price,  to  ftarve  the  people, 
and  enrich  themfelves. 

'Extraordinary  effects  arife  from  feizures; 
from  licenfes  to  export  goods  in  the  regifter 
lliips ;  and  from  the  duty  on  the  exportation 
of  money.  The  amount  is  ftated  only  at 
thirty-five  millions ;  but  fometimes  it  has 
been  a  hundred.  This  properly  Ihould  go 
to  the  aduana,  or  cuftom-houfe. 

Fhies  of  the  camera  are  levied  by  the 
council  of  the  Cafliile  on  magiftrates  tranf- 
greiTing. 

The  Indian  revenue  will  be  confidered  by 
itfelf,  It  amounts,  in  America,  to  near 
four  millions  and  an  half  flerling ;  but  al- 
though varioully  ftated  in  the  fubfequent 
fchedule  as  produftive  of  revenue,  it  is 
doubted  whether  it  yields  a  profit,  or  be- 
comes a  lofs  to  Spain. 

Lances.  This  tax  is  paid  in  lieu  of  mili- 
taiy  fervice,  and  is,  for  dukes,  counts,  and 
marquifics,  two  hundred  ducats,  or  about 

£•22 
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jT.  22  for  each  title  ;    but  a  grandee  pay 5  " 
eight  thoufand  reals.     It  is  filled.  Pecuniae 
ris  compenjcitio  pro  hajiatls  jmlittbus. 

Lead  is  a  royal  monopoly,  and  muft  be 
moft  uncertain  in  its  produce. 

ManuJaSiures  of  cloth  and  glafs  are  ftated 
as  yielding  a  revenue.  The  glafs  is  made  at 
S.  Ildefonfo,  and  is  chiefly  for  mirrors,  be- 
caufe  the  glafs  for  common  ufc  is  imported 
into  Spain.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  neither 
the  glafs,  nor  yet  the  cloth,  yield  any  profit 
to  the  nation.    It  is  impofTible  they  fhould. 

The  mafterfl.ips  of  the  three  orders  of 
Calatrava,  Alcantara,  and  of  S.  lago,  were 
granted  by  the  pope  to  Ferdinand  and  Ifa- 
bella,  and  fettled  in  perpetuity  on  the  fove- 
reigns  of  Spain  by  Adrian,  to  exprefs  his 
gratitude  to  Charles  for  having  raifed  him 
to  the  papacy. 

The  notaries,  each  pay  tv^o  hundred  du- 
cats on  his  admiffion. 

The  pajlure  of  the  maflerfliips  arifes  from 
extenfive  meadows  belonging  to  the  three 
great  orders  :  and  the  pafture  of  the  ferena 
is  from  a  trad  of  country  in  Eflremadura, 
formerly  confiderable,  but,  from  the  fre- 
quent grants  made  by  the  crown  to  the 
9  great 
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great  nobility,  now  fo  far  reduced  as  to  yield 
only  about  five  and  twenty  hundred  pounds 
of  our  money;  whereas,  fo  late  as  the  year 
I722,  Uztariz  flates  the  value  at  more  than 
two  millions  and  an  half  of  reals,  or  about 
twenty-fix  thoufand  pounds  pej-  annum. 

Pojls  and  Couriers.  Thefe  were  formerly 
the  private  property  of  the  counts  d'Onate, 
grandees  of  Spain,  but  they  now  form  one 
of  the  mofl  valuable  branches  of  revenue  to 
the  flate.  Mr.  Wall  eflabliflied  a  regular 
poft  to  America ;  but,  before  his  time,  the 
Spanifli  ambalTador  to  the  Englilh  court 
was  inilrudted  to  procure,  at  London,  in- 
formation of  all  that  was  pafTmg  in  Spanifli 
America,  and  to  tranfmit  that  information 
to  his  court. 

The  Propios  and  Arbitrhs,  Cities  formerly 
levied  taxes  on  wafle  lands  granted  to  pri- 
vate people,  and  on  provifions,  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  municipal  government  -,  but 
the  king  ncv/  takes  two  per  cent,  on  the 
produce,  for  general  ufe. 

General Rt?its  are  the  duties  levied  in  the 
iea-ports. 

The  Provincial  Rents  ?se,  1°,  th't  Alcavalas 
of  ttn  per  cent,  on  every  thing  fold  or  bar- 
tered. 
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tered,  whether  ufed  in  hufban^ry  or  manu- 
factures, to  be  paid  every  time  the  property 
is  transferred  -,  together  with  four  per  cent. 
laid  on,  at  fubfequent  periods,  to  the  origi- 
nal tax.  2°,  MilloneSy  granted  by  the  cortes, 
A.  D.  1 60 1,  for  fix  years,  but  ever  fince 
colle(fted,  being  eight  maravedis,  or  about 
a  halfpenny  a  pound  for  butchers  meat  and 
fuet  fold  in  the  market ;  and  eight  reals  for 
every  carcafe,  whether  brought  to  market, 
or  killed  for  the  ufe  of  private  families. 
Under  this  grant,  wine,  vinegar,  and  oil, 
pay  one-eighth  on  the  price,  eftimating  wine 
at  fixty-four  maravedis  the  arroba,  vinegar 
thirty- two,  and  oil  at  fifty.  3°,  Fiel  medi^ 
dory  which  is  another  duty  on  wine,  vine- 
gar, and  oil,  of  four  maravedis  the  arroba, 
granted  A.  D.  1642.  4°,  T^he  royal  thirds ^ 
or  three  ninths  of  the  tithes,  firft  granted 
to  the  Spaniih  monarchs,  A.  D.  1274. 
5°,  lihe  ordinary  and  extraordinary  fervice, 
granted  A.  D.  1580;  a  tax  on  every  thing 
belonging  to  thofe  who  are  not  noble,  that 
is,  hidalgos,  or  knights.  Ecclefiaflics  be- 
ing free  from  the  alcavala,  the  millones,  and 
all  municipal  taxes,  called  arbitrios,  they  are 
refunded  every  year  according  to  their  con- 
VoL.  IL  N  fumption* 
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fumptlon.  All  thefe  provincial  rents,  m 
the  year  1778,  produced  one  hundred  and 
thirty  millions  of  reals  ;  yet,  fo  late  as  the 
year  1745,  they  were  farmed  at  ninety  mil- 
lions. 

Rents  of  Madridy  called  alfo  EfeSios  yjifas 
de  Madrid,  and  Rcntas  de  arrendamientOy  are 
the  produce  of  the  alcavak  and  millones  of 
that  city,  and  of  five  leagues  round,  farmed 
by  the  gremios. 

Patrimonial  rents  arife  from  thirds,  tithes, 
referved  rents,  and  lands  let  to  farm,  in  Ca- 
talonia, Arragon,  Valencia,  and  Majorca. 

Rent  of  the  priory  of  S.  Juan,  or  S.  John^ 
is  mentioned  only  by  Ullariz,  becaufe  it 
was  afterwards  ^ranted  to  the  infant  Don 
Gabriel.  _ 

^ he  fait -Ivor ks  yield  a  confiderable  reve- 
nue. Thefe  were  formerly  confidered  as 
private  property;  but,  in  the  year  1348? 
they  were  taken  by  Alonfo  II  ;  and,  in. 
1564,  Philip  II.  feized  them  as  a  part  of 
his  demefne.  The  chief  of  them  are  in 
A ndalufia,  Valencia,  Catalonia,  and  Majorca. 
The  falt-works  of  Mata,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Valencia,  would  eafily  furnifh  one  million 
^^<i  an  half  fanegas,  of  about  one  hundred 

pounds 
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pounds  weight,  which,  could  they  find  a 
market,  would,  at  twenty- two  reals  the  fa- 
neoa,  make  three  hundred  and  thirty  thou-  < 
land  pounds  fterling  per  annum ;  but,  by 
railing  the  price,  they  have  lelTened  the 
demand  :  fo  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
kingdom  is  only  about  two  thirds  of  what 
one  work  alone  might  furnilli. 

Stamp-dtities  were  introduced  in  1637. 

Siibjidy  is  one  per  cent,  granted  by  the 
pope  to  the  kings  of  Spain,  upon  all  eccle- 
iiaftical  rents  in  their  dominions,  for  the 
war  againft  the  infidels. 

Saltpetre)  fulphiir,  and  gtm-poivdcr,  fealing 
wax,  quickfilver,  and  tobacco,  are  all  royal 
monopolies.  Of  the  latter  I  fiiall  fpeak 
more  particularly,  when  I  come  to  treat 
of  Seville.  It  was  granted  by  the  cortes, 
A.  D.  1336. 

Wool  In  the  year  1437,  a  tax  was  im- 
pofed  on  all  wool  in  general,  called  Servicio 
y  montazgo ;  but,  to  encourage  the  produc- 
tion, this  was  changed  by  Ferdinand  VI. 
into  a  duty  on  fine  wool  exported.  The 
coarfe  wool  is  kept  at  home. 

In  my  fchedule,  the  Indian  revenue  is. 
ftated  by  Uztariz  at  forty  millions,  and  by 
count  de   Grepi,  the  imperial  conful,    at 

N  2  more 


.     [     i8o     ] 

more  than  ten  times  as  much.  The  former 
means  the  nett  produce ;  the  latter  takes 
the  grofs  amount.  Mr.  Lifton's  average 
often  years  agrees  nearly  with  Uztariz  -,  but 
Mr.  Carmichael,  the  American  envoy,  ftates 
lixty  millions.  The  fadt,  however,  is,  if  we 
may  believe  thofe  who  are  the  beft  informed, 
that  the  Spaniih  colonies  yield  no  diredl  re- 
venue to  the  mother  country.  This  being 
the  cafe,  I  cannot  conceive  upon  what  au- 
thority, the  Abbe  Raynal  flates  the  clear  re- 
venue from  America  at  thirty-four  millions 
five  htmdred  thoufmd  livres,  or,  in  reals 
vellon,  at  one  hundred  thirty-eight  millions 
clear,  befides  eighty-two  millions  three  hun- 
dred thirty-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred 
reals  paid  for  duties  in  Europe. 

Count  de  Grepi  flate«   the  revenue  in 
America  as  follows : 

Cuftoms  on  European  com- 
modities, according  to  the      ^^^"^^^  Fdlon. 

years  1785  and  1786,      -      42,240,000 

Alcavala  on  ditto,  introduced 

A.  D.  1591,         -         -         54,120,000 

Tobacco  rent  in  New  Spain 
and  other  provinces,  intro- 
duced A,  D*  1752,    -     -    100,000,000 

Duties 
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Duties  on  gold  and  filvcr  ex  •• 

ported,     -     -      -      -      - 
Tribute  of  the  Indians, 
Crufades,   introduced  A.  D. 

1509,     ----- 
Quickfilver  fold,      -      -      - 
Stamp-duties,  introduced  A.  D. 

1641,    ------ 

Coinage,     -       -       -       -       ^ 

Acapulco  trade,  -  -  -  ~ 
Sale  of  the  herb  Mathe,  -  - 
Sale  of  paper  on  the  king's 

account,     -     -     -     -     - 
Rents  of  the  Jefuits, 
Cards,  and  other  monopolies. 
Rents  of  the  Philippines, 
Tax  on  negroes,     -       -       - 


60,000,000 
40,000,000 

20,000,000 
6,000,000 

20,000,000 

6,ooo,ood 

10,000,000 

10,000,000 

10,000,000 
8,000,000 
6,000,000 

30,000,000 
4,000,000 


R'  vellon  426,^60,000 


The  alcavalas  on  American  productions  are 
omitted,  as  are  alfo  fome  other  taxes,  of 
which  the  count  was  not  able  to  procure 
any  information. 

The  following  fchedule  will  fliew  the 
produce  of  the  taxes  in  the  royal  treafury. 
To  reduce  the  reals  to  pounds  fterling, 
drop  the  two  laft  figures,  becaufe  one  pound 
is  equal  to  one  hundred  reals  vellon. 

N  3  A  Digcfl 
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I  procured  from  the  foreign  mlnifters 
various  flatements  of  the  expenditure,  fuch 
as  they  tranfmitted  to  their  feveral  courts, 
but  the  one  with  which  I  was  moft  fatis- 
fied,  I  had  from  D.  Eftevan  Zienowieff, 
ambalTador  from  Ruffia,  confirmed  by  that 
of  Mr.  Liflon,  our  own  minifter,  on  whofe 
accuracy  I  could  depend. 

Expenditure.    1778. 


U 


To  royal  hojijhold 

To  pendens  to  the  princes 

To  royal  chapel 

To  penfions  for  fuperannuated  ferv" 

To  wardrobe  and  jewellery 

To  journies  to  the  fitios 

To  ftables  -  .  . 

To  hunting,  including  damages 

To  cliarities  and  offering 

To  buildings  -  _  _ 

To  fecret  fervices  of  the  court     - 

To  military,  for  life  guards 

To  infantry,  45  regiments  of  953 

To  militia,   10,880 

To  artillery,  with  officers,  3050 

To  invalids,  7,200 

To  engineers         -         _         _ 

To  cavalry,  14  regiments  of  480 

To  dragoons,  8  regiments  of  480 

To  general  officers 

To  treafurers,  commifTaries,  &c. 

To  fortifications 

To  clothing,  forage,  &c. 


Reals  Vfll 


24,000,000 

1 0,000,000 

2,C00,000 

3,000,000 

8,000,000 

15,000,000 

I2,000,0C0 

18,000,000 
5,000,000 
9,000,000 
2,000,000 


18,000,000 

39,235,810 

5,848,036 
4,439,008 
6,289,357 

1,400,000 

10,581,815 

5,763,882 

3,600,000 

10,344,282 

1 2,000,000 

74,021,389 


Reals  Vellon, 

108,000,00© 


To 
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To  v/idows  of  officers  and  orphans 
To  military  hofpitals 
To  recruiting  fervice  in  foreign 
countries      _         -         _         - 
IV)  departme  :t  of  council  of  "war 
To  minilter  of  war  and  comis     - 


! 


■:\ 


To  na'vy,  for  64  fliips  of  the  line 

and  47  frigates,  50,000  failors, 

12,096  marines 
To  department  of  the  Lilies 
To  department  of  finance 
To  ditto  of  jullice 
To  tribunals  of  juftice 
^o  foreign  department  for  the  mi- 

nifter  and  his  comis 
To  ambaflador  at  Rome 
Ditto  at  London 
Ditto  at  other  courts 
To  couriers,  confuls,  and  fecret 

fervice         -         -  -         - 

To  china  manufaftory  at  Retiro 
To  Goblin  tapeftry  and  Perfian 
carpet         -  _         _         - 

To  painters,  architefls,  and  pennon 
To  academy,  cabinet,  and  library 
To  hofpitals         .         >  -         . 

To  highways  and  canals 
To  penfions  to  llrangers,  and  inci- 
dents     -         -         -         -       - 

To  intereft  of  their  debts,  and  li- 
quidation        .         _         _      - 

Total  reals  vellon 


4,578,615 

5,800,000 

700,000 

i,cco,oco 
800,000 


1 ,  1 40,000 

900,000 

7 1 0,000 

6,003,162 

6,000,000 


436,188 

397,100 

440,000 

900,000 

400,000 

4,000,000 

3,300,000 


204,202,194. 
100,000,000 

8,000,000 

4,500,000 
1,100,000 
8,422,769 


14,753,16^ 


9,873,28$ 

30,000,000 

488,851,413 


In 
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In   the   preceding   eilimate,   the   china 
manufadiure  at  the   Buen  Retire  is  made 
debtor  only  four  hundred   and   thirty-fix 
tlioufand  one   hundred  and   eighty  -  eight 
reals;   but,  from  the  extent  of  the  concern, 
and  from  a  more  minute  account  received 
from  Mr.   Carmichael,   I  am  'inclined  to 
think  that  one  million  has  been  inadvert- 
ently omitted :    it  would   then   fland  one 
million  four  hundred  and  thirty-fix  thou- 
fand  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  reals. 
Beiides  this  miflake,   if  it  be  one,  the  ex- 
pence   of   the  glafs    manufacfture    is    here 
overlooked,  which   Mr.  Carmichael  ftates 
at  one  million  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four; 
^nd   the  lofs   by   the   cloth   manufa(5lures, 
which  is  not  flated.     Yet,  in   the  govern- 
ment returns,  the  manufad:ures  of  glafs  and 
cloth  are  reported  to  yield,  on  the  average 
of  ten   years,  fix  million  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
iix  reals  profit. 

From  an  attentive  examination  of  all  that 

I  have  been  able  to  colledt,  1  am  perfuaded 

that  the   revenue  has  not  for  many  years 

been  equal  to  the  expenditure;   and  whilfl 

2  I  was 
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I  was  at  Oviedo,  in  the  year  1786,  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  finance,  in  his  circular  letter 
fent  through  all  the  provinces,  urged  the 
colledors  to  diligence  and  ftridl  attention  in 
the  colledion  of  the  taxes,  becaufe  the  ex- 
pences  of  government  were  forty  millions 
of  reals  more  than  the  revenue.  Since  I 
quitted  Spain,  the  revenue  is  increafed,  and 
from  good  authority  I  underiland,  that  the 
lail:  ftatement  of  Mr.  Eden  is  five  hundred 
millions,  or  five  millions  Britifh,  and  that 
now  they  have  a  furplus  of  revenue  to  dif- 
charge  former  debts. 

The  debts  are  of  various  kinds;  fome  of 
ancient  date,  others  more  recent.  For  the 
payment  of  the  former,  with  the  fiipulated 
intereft,  the  provincial  rents  were  appointed 
as  fecurity  ;  but  thefe  are  kept  out  of  fight, 
becaufe  the  nett  produce  is  brought  for- 
ward in  the  accompts,  after  dedud:ing  the 
juros,  or  intereft  upon  money  borrowed. 
Thefe  debts  were  contracted  upon  great 
emergencies,  and  the  money  was  advanced 
chieiiy  by  the  Genoefe,  the  gremios,  and 
by  the  rich  nobility.  Thefe  have  often 
been  transferred  in  moments  of  defpair,  at 
a  confiderable  difcount,  and  much  has 
9  been 
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"been  redeemed,  paying  thofe  proprietors, 
who  made  the  moft  advantageous  offers  to 
the  ftate,  and  were  willing  to  part  with 
their  intereft  in  the  debt  on  the  lowefl 
terms. 

The  fecond  clafs  of  public  debts  arc 
thofe  contracted  by  the  emperor  Charles  V. 
In  his  raili  wars  Thefe  amounted,  accord- 
ing to  the  abbe  Raynal,  to  one  thoufand 
million  of  livres  tournois  -,  which,  at  twenty- 
four  livres  to  the  pound,  is  ^.41,666,666. 
But  the  intereft  of  this  being  then  more 
than  the  whole  revenue,  the  ftate,  in  the 
year  1688,  became  bankrupt. 

At  the  death  of  Charles  II.  and  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  a  new  family,  public  credit  was 
reftored;  and,  in  lefs  than  half  a  century, 
Philip  V.  availing  himfelf  of  this  reviving 
confidence,  contracted  fre/li  engagements, 
to  the  amount  of  near  fevcn  millions  fter- 
ling.  His  fucceflbr,  Ferdinand  VI.  con- 
fulted  the  moft  learned  cafuifts  in  his  em- 
pire upon  this  queftion,  whether  a  fove- 
reign  is  bound  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  pre- 
ceding monarch  ?  This  fimple  queftion 
^was  folemnly  determined  in  the  negative. 
It  being  therefore  fettled,   that  the  king 

fliould 


[     I90    ] 

/hould  not  difcharge  thefe  engagements, 
Ferdinand  accumulated  treafure,  and  left 
his  coffers  well  replenifhed.  Charles  III. 
found,  according  to  the  abbe  Raynal,  one 
hundred  and  fixty  million  of  livres  in  his 
treafure  on  his  acceffion,  and  formed  the 
pious  refolution  of  paying  all  his  father*s 
debts;  but  when  he  had  expended  half  this 
fum,  he  confumed  the  remaining  part  in 
fruitlefs  wars. 

Thus  matters  flood  till  the  Spaniards 
entered  into  the  laft  war  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  America;  when,  feeling  diftrefs  for 
want  of  money,  the  minifler  thought  of 
tiying  how  far  he  could  avail  himfelf  of 
paper  credit;  an  expedient  little  fuited  to  the 
genius  of  a  defpotic  government,  and  leaft 
of  all  to  one  which  had  never  lliewn  regard 
to  public  faith.  He  began  with  ifTuing  nine 
million  of  dollars,  in  fifteen  thoufand  notes 
of  fix  hundred  dollars  each,  bearing  intereft 
at  four  per  cent.  Of  this  tranfad:ion  I  fhall 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  further,  when  I" 
come  to  treat  of  the  new  bank,  which  has 
fo  far  reftored  the  credit  of  this  paper,  that, 
from  being  at  tv/enty-four  per  cent,  dif-^ 
count,  it  now  bears  a  premium. 

Govern-* 
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Government  avows  the  emiffion  of  twen- 
ty-eight milUon  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  dollars,  at  three 
feveral  periods  during  the  war;  but  pro- 
felTes  to  have  withdrawn  one  million  two 
hundred  thoufand;  fo  that,  eftimating  the 
dollar  at  three  fliillings,  the  whole  of  this 
debt  is  ;^.  4,139,985,  and  the  annual  inte- 
refl  of  this  jC-i^^^^gg,  a  trifling  incum- 
brance, when  compared  to  the  debts  of 
France  and  England.  The  juros  are  not 
here  to  be  carried  to  the  account,  becaufe 
they  are  dedu(!ted  out  of  the  grofs  produce 
of  the  revenue,  and  the  amount  I  have 
ilated  is  only  what  it  clears. 

All  good  Spaniards  have  exclaimed  aprainfl: 
the  operation  of  their  taxes;  and,  in  confe- 
quencc  of  thefe  expoftuiations,  as  far  as'  re- 
lates to  foreign  trade,  government  has  fo- 
regulated  the  cuftoms  upon  imports  and 
exports,  upon  goods  manufactured,  and  up- 
on raw  materials,  as  to  encouraee  home 
productions ;  but  then  the  alcavalas  and 
millones  operate  fo  powerfully  againfl  thefe 
provifions,  that  the  manufacturer  cannot 
lift  up  his  head,  nor  ftand  the  competition 

with 
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With  nations  who  are  blefled  with  a  wit'er 
iyftem  of  finance. 

The  alcavala,  with  its  four  cientos.  Is  a 
tax  of  fourteen  per  cent,  on  eveiy  thing  that 
is  fold  or  bartered,  even  for  oxen  and  mules 
ufed  in  hufbandry,  for  the  raw  materials 
ufed  in  manufa(ftures,  and  for  the  commo- 
dity itfelf  when  fold,  and  this  not  once  for 
all,  but  as  often  as  the  property  Is  transfer- 
red. Were  this  tax  collected  with  rigour, 
it  would  create  either  a  general  ftagnation 
or  refiftance,  and,  perhaps,  fome  effeftual 
remedy  againft  it. 

The  operation  of  the  millones  is  not 
more  favourable  to  manufadures.  This  tax 
may  be  conlidered  as  an  additional  alcavala, 
under  another  name,  confined  wholly  to 
provifions^  and  is  collected  with  fuch  ri- 
gour, that  even  private  families  are  obliged 
to  pay  eight  reals,  or  ij-.  j^d.  for  every 
flieep  or  pig  killed  upon  their  own  eftate, 
and  deflined  for  their  own  confumption. 

When  the  m.arquis  de  la  Enfenada,  prime 
minifter  to  Ferdinand  VI.  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  this  bufinefs,  he  faw  clearly  that 
Spain  could  never  rife  up  into  confidera- 
tion  under  the  prellure  of  fuch  taxes,  and 

therefore 
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therefore  he  conceived  the  idea  of  fubfti- 
tuting  in  their  place   one   contribution,  to 
be  fettled  according  to  every  man's  ability, 
the  whole  amount  being  equivalent  to  the 
fum  antecedently  colled;ed.     For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  eflabliihed  a  commiffion  of  thirty 
thoufand  perfons,  to  make  the  proper  invef- 
tigations,  and  to  carry  his  purpofe  into  exe- 
cution. Before  he  could  accompliili  this  ar- 
duous undertaking,  his  mafter  died,  Charles 
III.  fucceeded  to  the  throne,  and  he  was 
permitted  to  retire.     His  fuccefTor,  a  man 
of  -lingular  abilities,  never  lofl  fight  of  fo 
excellent  a  plan.    This  was  the  marquis  of 
Squilace,  who,  having  ferved  with  the  king 
in   Italy   as   commiffary   general,  attended 
him  to  Spain,  became  his  minifter,  and,  by 
his    intrigues,    foon    contrived    that   every 
power  in  the  fcate  fliould  centre  in  himfelf. 
This  extraordinary  man  has  been  accufed 
of  rapacity;    but,   hov/ever  that    may  be, 
certain  it  is,  that  Spain,  had  he  continued 
in  office,  would  have  had  abundant  reafon 
to  admire  the  wifdom  of  his  government. 
To  him  the  people  of  Madrid  are  indebted, 
not  only  for  the  cleanlinefs  of  its  ftreets, 
but  for  their  fafety  from  affafiins,-  becaufe 
Vol.  IL  O  he 
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he  made  them  lay  afide  their  capa  and  their 
ilouched  hats,  by  which  both  their  perfons 
and  their  purpofes  had  been  efred:ually  con- 
cealed. This  innovation,  however  excel- 
lent, this  violence  offered  to  deep  rooted 
prejudices,  excited  indignation;  and,  being 
accompanied  by  an  accidental  fcarcity  of 
corn,  raifed  a  ftorm  which  nothing  but  his 
difgrace  was  able  to  allay.  The  fovereign 
himfelf  felt  the  fhock  upon  his  throne,  and 
fled  with  his  favourite,  but  was  foon  pre- 
vailed upon  to  return,  and  to  fliew  himfelf 
to  his  enraged  people  from  the  balcony, 
v/here  the  venerable  count  of  Revillagige- 
do,  viceroy  of  Mexico,  on  whofe  word  they 
could  depend,  alTured  them  that  the  object 
of  their  refentment  was  difmilTed,  and 
would  never  more  return.  The  florm  fub- 
fided;  Squilace  retired  to  Italy  j  and  thus, 
in  one  moment  of  popular  frenzy,  all  his 
well  digefled  plans  for  the  reformation  of 
the  finance,  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
fadiures,  and  the  renovation  of  the  empire, 
were  rendered  ineffectual,  and  vanifiied  with 
hin:ifelf. 

Ihe  commifTioners  who  were  appointed 
to  take  the  va  uj  of  all  the  land,  induftry, 

and 
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and  commerce  of  the  twenty -two  pro- 
vinces comprehended  in  the  kingdom  of 
Caflille,  after  having  made  a  dedud:ion  of 
one-third  for  accidents,  eftimated  the  re- 
mainder at  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  miUions  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty- 
four  reals  vellon,  or  a  Httle  more  than  one 
and  twenty  millions  and  an  half  fterling. 
Then  having  calculated  the  average  of  the 
provincial  rents  at  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  millions  reals  vellon,  or  j(^.  1,390,000; 
to  raife  an  equivalent  for  this  fum,  it  was 
found  necelfary  to  impofe  6  4-1  per  cent,  on 
lands,  houfes,  induftry,  and  commerce,  in- 
cluding phyiicians,  comedians,  muficians, 
fervants,  labourers,  and  artifcs,  not  except- 
ing the  clergy,  who  are  ftated  as  pofTeffing 
tw*o-fifths  of  all  the  cultivated  land.  For 
this  purpofe  an  editl  was  publifhed  in  the 
year  1770 ;  but  unfortunately,  like  fome 
others,  it  remained  without  effed:.  One 
provifion  in  this  edict  fliewed  the  wifdom 
of  the  head  that  formed  it;  for  it  was  or- 
dained that  fertile  land,  although  unculti- 
vated, ihould  pay  the  tax. 

We  have  feen,  that  the  paper  mcn^y 

O  2  iffued 
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ilTued  by  government  was  depreciated  to 
twenty-four  per  cent,  when  M.  Cabarrus, 
by  the  inflitiition  of  a  national  bank,  re- 
ftored  the  public  credit,  and  faved  the 
country.  This  gentleman  is  diftingniihed 
for  fmgular  abilities,  for  a  clear  head,  and 
for  a  ready  elocution.  I  have  already  re- 
lated on  what  occafion  I  had  firil  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  meeting  him.  He  did  me  then 
the  honour  to  take  notice  of  me,  and  ever 
after  admitted  me  when  he  had  leifure  to 
entertain  his  friends. 

The  bank  of  S.  Carlos  is  too  fmgular  in 
its  hiftory  to  be  paffed  by  in  filence.  It 
met  w4th  rough  ufage  in  its  beginning, 
but  the  indefatigable  application  of  the 
projedor,  fupported  by  the  good  fenfe  of 
count  Florida  Blanca,  overcame  all  difficul- 
ties, and  eftabliilied  it  on  a  firm  founda- 
tion, if  we  may  call  that  firm  which  the 
breath  of  a  weak  m.onarch,  or  one  ilroke 
of  the  pen  of  a  v/icked  minifter,  can  over- 
throv/.  At  the  firft  inftitution  of  the  bank^ 
it  confiiled  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  fliares,  at  two  thoufimd  reals  each, 
conftituting  a  capital  of  three  millions  fler- 
ling,  with  liberty   to   add   annually  three 

thoufand 
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thoufand  Shares,  for  thirty  years,  in  order 
that  there  might  not  bs  one  citizen  of  the 
Spaniih  empire  excluded  from  this  bene- 
ficial enterprize. 

To  create  a  confidence  in  the  public, 
the  diredlors  were  not  to  enter  into  any 
fpeculation,  except  where  the  king  fhould 
give  them  a  commiilion,  for  foreign  and 
diftant  commerce,  or  to  favour  the  agricul- 
ture and  manufadlures  of  the  kingdom;  and 
to  remove  all  occafion  of  jealouiy,  the  bank 
was  to  have  no  exclufive  privilege,  nor  any 
monopoly;  they  were  to  receive  at  par, 
and  therebv  to  procure  circulation  for  the 
government  paper,  even  at  a  time  when  it 
was  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  per  cent 
difcount. 

By  way  of  recompence,  or,  as  it  was 
called,  equivalency,  they  were  to  make  all 
contrads  for  the  feeding  and  clothing  of 
the  army,  and  for  the  fupply  of  the  navy, 
receiving  ten  per  cent.  com.miflion  for  their 
trouble,  and  four  cent,  per  annum  for  all 
the  money  they  fhould  advance ;  this  grant 
was  for  twenty  years.  Befide  this,  they 
were  to  have  the  extraBioriy  or  the  exclu- 
five privilege  of  exporting  fpecie,   colle(ft- 

O  3  ing 


[     198     ] 

ing  from  the  merchant  four  per  cent.  for. 
the  life  of  government,  and  three  for  the 
bank.  They  were  to  have  one  per  cent, 
on  all  remittances  from  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid to  its  miniflers  in  foreign  parts,  and 
four  per  cent,  for  difcounting  bills.  No 
entail  was  to  be  valid  againil  the  demands 
of  the  bank. 

Notwithflanding  fuch  encouragements, 
the  Spaniards  had  no  confidence  in  this  new 
eftablifliment,  but  either  locked  up  their 
money  in  ilrong  chefls,  or  folicited  the 
gremios  to  take  it  in  at  two  per  cent.  -, 
whilfl  in  France  and  Switzerland,  monied 
men  came  into  the  fcheme  with  fuch  avi- 
dit}',  that  adions  bore  a  premium  of  three 
hundred  per  cent,  till  fuddenly  a  panic  feiz-^ 
cd  them,  and  the  whole  fabric  was  in  dan-r 
ger  of  inftant  ruin  and  deftrudion. 

To  regain  their  confidence,  the  bank 
bought  in  many  ad:ions,  and  lent  money 
Sit  Jour  per  cent,  to  the  flockholders  on  the 
fecurity  of  their  actions,  engaging  at  the 
fame  time  to  pay  them  their  dividend  of 
feven  per  cent,  or  more,  if  it  fhould  be  due. 
This  ftrange  manoeuvre  had  the  defired  ef- 
fect ;  for  the  proprietors  in  Paris,  borraw- 

ing 
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jng  money  of  the  bank  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  milHons  of  reals,  for  which  they 
were  charged  only  four,  whilft,  without 
any  rifk,  they  received  nine  per  cent,  their 
former  eagernefs  returned,  and  the  demand 
for  adlions  was  every  where  renewed. 

It  cannot  be  imagined  that  the  bank  long 
perfevered  in  this  ftrange  pradticc.  Such 
condud:  muft  foon  have  ilript  them  of  their 
capital  j  becaufe  every  proprietor  would 
have  borrowed  money  to  the  full  value  of 
his  acftions,  and  the  bank  would  have  been 
annihilated.  Therefore,  at  the  fourth  ge- 
neral meeting  it  was  refolved,  that  no  more 
than  five  hundred  reals  fliould  be  advanced 
on  one  ad:ion  of  two  thoufand. 

The  profperous  condition  of  this  new 
eftablilliment  will  appear  from  a  ftatement 
of  its  annual  gains. 

A.  D.  Reals  vellon.    M*. 

1783    The  bank  gained  -     3*301,255     8 
J784      ^        -        -         _   17,137,622  22 

1785  ^         -        -        -  48,346,675   iS 

1786  -  -  _  20,473,093   r^ 

In  this  laft  year,  the  ad:ionifts  divided 
only  feven  per  cent. ;  but  in  the  preceding, 
they  had  nine,  befides  invelling  twenty-one 

O  4  million  i 
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millions  of  reals  in  the  new  Philippine  corn- 
pan/,  of  which' I  (liall  hereafter  treat.  The 
reafon  of  this  difference  in  their  profits,  and 
the  nature  of  their  operations,  will  be  clear- 
ly feen,  by  giving  their  reports  to  the  pro- 
prietors at  their  annual  meeting  in  the  years 
1785  and  1786, 

1785, 
By  intereil:  on  government  Reals,      M*. 

paper         -         -         -  3'569>533  27 

By  difcount  of  bills     -     -  1,260,519   18 

By  intereft  on  money  ad- 
vanced on  adlions    -     -  594,106  23 

D"     —     for  America      -  503,118   32^ 

D°     •—     Provifions  of  the 

army      -        -  1,435,109   12 

D°    —     Cadiz  department  617,180  28 

D.°    —     on  letters  of  ex- 
change     -      -  1,411,904     5 

By  commiilion  of  one  per 

cent,  for  the  crown       -  253,164  14 

P"   —   for  America    «     -  197,450     3 

D°  —         Cadiz    -    -    -  870,913  29, 

By  extra(ftion  of  fpecie,  at 

three  per  cent,      »       ^  11,883,656  23 


By 
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By  commlfTion  of  ten  per 

cent,  on  provifions  -  3,066,763     3 

D°  D°  for  prejidios     -  -  407,024  32 

P°  D"  of  the  navy     -  -  1,187,221    13 

D°  D"     —     timber  -  765,892   29 

D"  D°     —      iron     -  -  201,434  27 

By   increafe   of   value  on 

acftions      -      -      -  -  21,552,840  — 


49»777>S35  12 
Dedu6l  expences     -     1,431,159  28 


Total  gain  -  48,346,675   i8 
Dedu(£l    inveftment    in 
Philippine  company  -  21,000,000  — 


Remains  to  be  divided  -  27,346,675   18 


1786. 
By  intereft  on  government 

paper     -----        936,920  — . 

By  difcount  of  bills,  de- 
ducting brokerage  -     -     2,513,857  32 

By  inter  eft  of  money  ad- 
vanced on  adions    -     -     2,386,803   15 


By 
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By  operations  of  the  bank 

at  Cadiz     -      -      -     -  .  4,007,960  20 
By  letters  of  exchange  for 

government     -      -      _  20,602   ic 

By  commiffion  of  one  per 

cent,  for  the  crown      -        247,264  28 
D"    —    for  America         -  35963     i 

By  extraction  of  fpecle  at 

three  per  cent.       -       -   10,234,299  22 
By  profit  on  purchafe  and 

fale  of  actions    -     -     -         310,960  --" 
By  increafe  of  value  on  five 

thoufand    four  hundred 

and   fifty- three    actions 

bought  in    -     -     -     -     1,616,210  20 

•^■WMM^^HM  mt^mmt^m^^tr  ^a^nv^^^^* 

22,278,842       17 

Dedu6t  charges  of  ad- 

minillration      -       -     1,805,749     4 

^■^^■P^PHHA  MH^H^HM^  M^MB^^HM^ 

Remains  to  be  divided  -  20,473,093   13 


By  this  ftatement  it  appears,  that, 

i",The  credit  of  the  bank  procured  a  ready 

circulation  for  the  government  paper;  be- 

caufe  the  intereft  of  tiiat  proportion,  which, 

during  the  courfe  of  the  year,  was  in  the  pof- 

fefiioa 
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felTion  of  the  bank,  funk  from  more  tliair 
three  millions  and  an  half  to  lefs  than  one 
million. 

2^    The   difcounting  bufmefs   increafed 
to  nearly  double  in   the  fpace   of  twelve 


months. 


3'',  The  interefl  for  money  advanced  on 
actions,  (liews  clearly,  that  the  proprietors 
of  one -fifth  part  of  the  whole  capital  had 
withdrawn  their  proportion  ;  willing  at  the 
fame  time  to  take  their  chance  for  a  divi- 
dend, at  the  fole  riik  of  thofe,  who,  from 
rafnnefs,  from  folly,  or  from  inattention, 
negle(fled  to  follow  their  example. 

4'*",  The  extraction  or  exportation  of  fpe- 
cie  funk  confiderably.  It  w^as  naturally  to 
he  expevfled  that  this  fliould  be  the  cafe. 
Previous  to  the  infcitution  of  the  bank, 
when  government  permitted  the  exporta- 
tion of  fpecie,  it  was  under  a  duty  of  four 
per  cent,  the  average  produce  of  v/hich  was 
about  three  millions  of  reals  ;  but  when  it 
became  the  interefl  of  the  bank  to  watch 
the  fmuggler,  the  duties  rofe  to  fixteen 
millions.  Merchants,  however,  when  one 
pad  is  flopped,  exert  their  fagacity  to  find 
put  fome  other  5  and,  where  fuch  a  com^ 

modity 
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modity  as  filver  is  in  queflion,  they  eaiily 
furmount  the  obftacles  oppoied  to  its  ex- 
portation. 

5*\  One  fource  of  profit,  producing  more 
than  five  miUions  and  an  half  in  the  year 
5785,  is,  in  the  fubfequent  year,  dried  up. 
This  matter  requires  to  be  explained. 

The  government  being  much  diflrefTed 
for  money,  had,  as  all  fpendthrifts  are  for- 
ced to  do,  borrowed  on  very  difadvantageous 
terms,  and  then  repented  of  the  hard  con- 
ditions to  which  it  had  confented.  The 
eommiliion  of  ten  per  cent,  appeared  exor- 
bitant y  and  the  vouchers  produced  by  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  for  the  articles  they 
liad  purchafed  on  account  of  the  army  and 
the  navy,  were  not  fatisfad:ory  to  the  mini« 
fter  of  the  finance.  Befides  thefe  objed:ionSj 
^he  exhaufled  treafary  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  difcharge  its  mofl:  reafonable  obliga- 
tions to  the  bank,  and  to  pay  thofe  arrears 
which  itfelf  acknowledged  to  be  jufl.  All 
was  in  confufion  j  the  minifter  continued 
muttering  his  threats,  and  the  projeftor  of 
the  bank  was  loud  in  his  expoflulations. 
The  latter  fuggefted,  with  great  propriety, 
that,  in  a  country  where  juflice  and  the  laws 

were 
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were  filent,  and  where  arbitrary  power  pre- 
vailed, the  minifter  might  for  once  plunder 
and  feize,  with  a  ftrong  hand,  the  whole  of 
their  capital  j  but  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  he 
muft  not  expecl  to  be  trufhed  a  fecond  timCj 
and  muft  therefore  renounce  for  ever  the 
idea  of  a  bank.  This  argument  v/as  felt ; 
and  the  minifter  determined,  that  the  bank 
fhould  have  the  contra(ft  for  the  army  and 
the  navy  at  the  fame  prices  as  had  been  lail: 
given  to  the  gremios,  and  that  this  new  re- 
gulation fhould  have  a  retrofped:.  The 
bargain  was  thus  made  more  advantageous 
for  the  public ;  but  hov/  far  this  tranfadion 
was  agreeable  to  juftice  it  was  for  the  mi- 
nifler  of  the  finance  to  {?.y. 

The  gremios,  or  the  five  incorporated 
companies  of  Madrid,  have  a  joint  capital, 
as  fadtors,  to  purchafe  all  commodities,  and 
fell  to  the  retail  dealers  j  the  manufadlurers 
being  prohibited  by  law~  to  fell  by  retail. 
This  body,  with  a  confiderable  capital  of 
its  own,  and  borrowing  as  much  as  it  could 
employ  at  two  per  cent,  had  all  the  contradts 
for  the  court,  for  th-e  prelidios,  and  for  the 
army,  both  for  food  and  clothing ;  but  fince 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  bank,  this  mono- 
poly has  fhlfted  hands ;  and  government, 

inflead 
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inftead  of  availing  itfelf  of  the  competltloni 
between  the  gremios  and  the  bank,  has  de- 
livered itfelf  up  to  the  latter,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  its  credit. 

But,  as  it  would  not  be  fufficient  to  grant 
beneficial  contracts,  without  fulfilling  its 
engagements,  government  agreed  to  give 
an  afiignment  of  the  four  per  cent,  duties 
on  the  extraction  of  filver  for  three  years, 
unlefs  the  arrears  to  the  bank  fhould  be 
previoufly  difcharged. 

Upon  coming  thus  to  a  mutual  under- 
flanding,  the  directors  of  the  bank  agreed 
to  advance  money  for  making  a  canal  from 
Guadarama>  at  the  foot  of  the  Sierra,  which 
divides  the  two  Caftilles,  to  Seville,  and  to 
fuperintend  the  work,  receiving  ten  per  cent, 
commifiion,  and  four  per  cent,  per  annum, 
for  all  the  money  they  fhould  expend. 

I  might  proceed  to  give  fome  idea  of  the 
Philippine  company,  in  which  the  bank 
has  engaged  two  hundred  and  ten  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  as  I  have  already  ftiited  ; 
but  this  I  fhall  referve  till  I  come  to  Cadiz, 
•when  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  treat  of  com- 
merce, and  more  cfpecially  of  the  trade  car- 
ried on  between  the  mother  country  and  its: 
colonies. 

The 
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The  population  of  Spain  may  now  be 
ascertained,  if  we  may  depend  on  the  recent 
returns  to  government.  By  thefe  it  appears, 
that  the  whole  amounted,  in  the  year  1787, 
to  ten  millions  two  hundred  and  fixty-eight 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  fouls. 

In  this  number  are  included. 
Males,  unmarried  -  -  -  2,926,229 
Females,  ditto  -  -  -  -  2,753,224 
Married  men  -----  1,947,165 
Married  women  -  -  -  -  1,943,496 
Widowers  -----  ^2S>77^ 
Widows     ------        462,258 

Total  population  -   10,268,150 

Among  thefe  we  may  diftinguiih 

Parochial  clergy,  called  curas,     -  16,689 

Affiftants,  called  tenientcs  curas,  Sf77^ 

Sacriflans,  or  fextons,     -      -      -  10,873 

Acolitos,  to  affifl:  at  the  altar,     -  5^5^ 3 
Ordinados  de  patrimonio,  having 

a  patrimony  of  three  reals  a  day,  1 3,244 
Ordinados  de  menores,   with  in- 
ferior ecclefiaftical  orders,       -  10,774 
Beneficiados,  or  canons  of  cathe- 
drals, or  other  beneficiaries,     -  23,692 
Monks     -     -      -      -      -     -     -  61,617 

Nuns    --------  32,500 

Eeatas 
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Beatas     -------  j^i^^^ 

Syndics,  to  colled:  for  the  mendi- 
cants,    -------  4>i27 

Inquifitors     ------  2,705 

188,625 

Men  fervants,    -  Criados     -     -     280,092 
Day  labourers,  -  Jornaleros      -     964,571 
Peafants,      -      -  Lab r adores     -     907,197 
Artifans     ------     270,989 

Manufa6lurers    -     -     -     -     -       39>750 

Merchants     ------       34*339 

Knights,  -  -  Hidalgos  -  480,589 
Of  thefe  four  hundred  one  thoufand  and 
forty  are  in  the  provinces  of  the  Afturias* 
Bifcay,  Burgos,  Galicia,  and  Leon. 

'T/je  cities,  &c.  accordi?ig  to  the  laji  returns.  _ 
Cities,      -        -    Ciudades     -      -  145 
Borough  towns.    Villas    -     -     -  4*572 
Villages,     -     -    Lugares     -      -  12,732 
Hamlets,    -     -    Aide  as      -       -  i>058 
Granjasy  Farm-houfes,  with  cot- 
tages adjoining  for  labourer^    -  815 
Cotos  redondosy  Parjcs,  or  wafte  in- 

clofed      ------  611 

Depopulated  towns      -       -       -  1*511 

Parilhes      ------  18,972 

Convents     -      -      -      -      -      -  8,932 
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Such  are  the  lall  returns  to  government; 
and,  as  in  the  year  1770,  the  population,  by 
•the  fame  authority,  was  flated  to  be  nine 
millions  three  hundred  and  ftven  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  three,  we  might  haftily 
conclude  that  Spain,  in  the  courfc  of  fe- 
venteen  years,  had  increafed  nearly  one 
million  of  inhabitants.  In  like  manner, 
obferving,  A.  D.  1723,  the  number  of  fouls 
to  be  feven  millions  fix  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-iive  thoufand,  we  might  infer,  that  fmce 
that  period  Ihe  was  advanced  in  population 
more  than  two  millions  and  an  half.  But 
the  fad:  is,  that  the  returns  to  government 
are  not  always  juft;  and  Uftariz  affures  us, 
that  the  people,  to  lellen  their  contribu- 
tions of  men  and  money,  conceal  their 
numbers,  and  make  falfe  returns.  He  de- 
tected many  which  were  a  fifth,  and  fome 
one  half,  below  the  truth. 

Now,  if  from  the  number  above  flated 
as  the  population  of  A.  D.  1787,  we  de- 
dudt  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fixty-four,  thefe  being 
out  of  the  peninfula,  and  inhabiting  either 
the  iflands  or  the  coaft  of*  Africa,  we  fhall 
have  for  the  remainder  niaie  millions  nine 

hundred 
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hundred  and  nine  thouflmd  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-fix;  and  if  we  allow  the  area  of 
Spain  to  be  one  hundred  and  forty-eight 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight 
fquare  miles,  we  fliall  find  fixty-feveri  per- 
fons  nearly  to  a  mile.  This,  if  compared 
with  the  Ruffian  empire,  is  refpedlable; 
but  if  with  PVance,  is  below  mediocrity. 
In  the  former  they  reckon  five  to  a  fquare 
mile;  in  the  latter,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
fcven.  England  comes  in  between  France 
and  Spain ;  but  Spain,  if  properly  culti- 
vated and  well  governed,  might  be  the  firil 
in  Europe,  not  excepting  Holland,  which 
to  its  wife  and  equitable  laws  is  indebted 
for  a  population  amounting  to  two  hundred 
and  feventy-two  on  a  mile  fquare.  [vick 
Necker  and  Zimmermann.) 

All  are  agreed  that  Spain,  in  more  dif- 
tant  periods,  was  much  better  peopled  than 
at  prefent;  and  many  have  attempted  to 
affign  the  caufe  of  its  depopulation;  bat  as 
they  commonly  fix  on  one,  and  feldom 
think  of  more  than  two  or  three  anions: 
thofe  caufes  that  are  moll  obvious,  it  may 
be  ufeful  to  trace  the  various  circumftan ces, 
which   have   contributed    to   deprels    this 
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once  powerful  nation,  and  to  defolate,  at 
leafl  comparatively,  one  of  the  richell 
countries  in  Europe. 

I  ft.  In  the  year  1347,  the  plague  broke 
out  with  more  than  common  virulence  at 
Almeria,  and,  during  three  years  continu- 
ance, ravaged  Spain  to  fach  an  extent,  that 
many  cities  were  left  almoft  without  inha- 
bitants; and  throughout  the  whole  penin- 
fula  the  population  w^as  reduced  to  one- 
third  of  what  it  had  been  previous  to  that 
event.  Of  this  plague  Alfonfo  XI.  died, 
whilft  conduding  the  fiege  againfl  Gibral- 
tar. (Campomanes  Induflria  popular,  p. 
168.  Ponz  Viage,  torn  8,  cap.  5.  fed;.  60.) 
Subfequent  to  this,  the  country  has  fre- 
quently been  laid  wafte  by  peftilential  fe- 
vers, introduced  from  Africa,  or  dating 
their  origin  from  fome  preceding  famine. 
A.  D.  1649,  ii^^i'^  than  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  periflied  in  tlie  fouthern  provinces  > 
and  fcarcely  ever  is  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try free  from  putrid,  intermittent,  and  con- 
tagious fevers.  Such  a  vafl  extent  of  ter- 
ritory as  this  peninfula  contains,  without 
communication  either  by  canals  or  roads, 
divided  into  a  multitude   of  independent 
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kingdoms,  or,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  into 
provinces,  each  exacting  heavy  duties  on 
the  introdudion  of  grain,  mull  often  have 
felt  diftrefs  for  want  of  bread.  In  facft, 
one  province  has  been  reduced  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  famine,  whilft  others  have  been 
ruined  by  abundance.  In  Seville,  A.  D. 
1652,  wheat  fold  for  i  rj-.  3^/.  the  bulhel; 
and  A.  D,  1657,  fo  low  as  ij-.  4^/.  It  was 
not  till  the  year  1752,  that  by  a  wife  regu- 
lation of  the  marquis  de  la  Enfenada,  corn 
was  permitted  to  pafs  freely,  even  in  Spa- 
nilh  veilels,  from  one  province  to  another. 
(Camp.  Educ.  pop.  Ap.  part  ii.  p.  16.) 
The  confequence  of  famine,  as  it  is  well 
knowri,  is  peftilence. 

The  common   diet   of  the  country  pre- 
difpofes  the  inhabitants  to  receive  infection ^ 
and  the  pradiice  of  phyficians,  in  prefcrib- 
ing  venefeclion  indifcriminately  to  all  their  • 
patients,  tends  only  to  increafe  the  evil. 

From  all  thefe  concurring  circumftances, 
few  countries  have  futlained  fuch  loffes  by 
epidemical  difeafes,  few  have  been  fo  often, 
ravaged  by  pcflilential  fevers, 

2d,   For  more  than  feven  centuries,  from 
the   year  714   to   1492,    Spain  was  har- 
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ailed  by  almoft  incefTant  ftruggles  between 
warlike  nations,  in  the  heart  of  that  divided 
country,  contending  for  dominion  ^  till  the 
marriage  of  Ferdinand  with  Ifabella  had 
united  the  two  crowns  of  Caftille  and  Ar- 
ragon,  and  the  conqueft  of  Granada  put  a 
period  to  the  empire  of  the  Moors. 

3d,  A.  D.  1493,  Columbus  opened  a 
new  channel  for  their  ambition,  and  gave 
beginning  to  endlefs  emigrations ,  by  the  dif- 
covery  of  America. 

Previous  to  this,  the  nobility  were  moflly 
refident  on  their  eftates,  and  when  not  en- 
gaged in  war,  gave  themfelves  up  to  the 
manngem^ent  of  their  own  concerns.  With- 
out accumulating  treafures,  many  were  able 
to  condud:  five  or  fix  thoufand  foldicrs  to 
the  fields  but  when  they  had  feen  the  gold 
and  filver  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  they  be- 
came reftlefs  and  impatient  to  obtain  em- 
ployments in  thofe  countries,  and  neglecfted 
the  flower,  yet  more  certain,  means  of  ob- 
taining v/ealth,  by  the  improvement  of 
their  lands.  The  people  in  like  manner 
haflened  to  America  in  fuch  numbers,  that 
the  maritime  provinces  fuffered  feverely  by 
the  lofs. 

Emigrations, 
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Emigrations,  if  regular  and  in  due  pro- 
portion, neither  weaken  the  parent  ftate, 
nor  fenlibly  diminish  the  remaining  flock; 
but  when  they  are  fudden,  and  carried  be- 
yond certain  bounds,  they  tend  to  weak- 
nefs  and  to  delblation.  The  former  may 
be  obferved  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland, 
in  Switzerland,  and  in  many  parts  of  Ger- 
many; the  latter  was  vifible  on  the  firfl: 
difcovery  of  America,  and  has  ever  lincc 
been  felt,  {vide  Oforio  difciirfo  tiniverfal-y 
addreffed  to  Charles  II.  A.  D.  1686.) 

4th,  From  the  acceffion  of  Charles  I.  of 
Spain,  but  the  Vth  of  Germany,  (A.  D. 
1506)  the  nation  was  engaged  in  lijar, 
wdth  ihort  intervals,  for  more  than  two 
centuries,  thereby  exhauiling  the  treafures 
of  America,  and  wafting  the  blood  of  its 
moft  adventurous  fubjed:s,  in  Italy,  in 
Germany,  in  Flanders,  and  in  France,  only 
to  gratify  the  vanity  of  its  fovereigns,  and 
to  extend  the  bounds  of  their  unjuft  do- 
minion. 

The  lofs  fuftained,  both  of  men  and 
money,  in  thefe  idle  projeds,  could  not 
ealily  be  reckoned;  yet  one  truth  was  evi- 
dent, that  the  empire  became  weak  in  pro- 
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portion  to  its  vaft  extent.  At  war  fuccef- 
fjvely  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  Spain 
enriched  her  enemies,  and  became  poor 
herfelf;  becaufe,  wherever  fhe  difplayed 
her  banners,  fhe  difperfcd  her  treafures, 
and  after  the  moll;  fplendid  vi(ftories  never 
failed  to  find  herfelf  exhaufted  of  her 
ftrength.  At  the  end  of  the  fi rfl  centu- 
ries fubfequent  to  the  acquifition  of  Ame- 
rica, fhe  was  reduced  to  the  fad  neceffity  of 
debafmg  her  coin,  and  fo  low  in  credit, 
that  fhe  gave  more  than  thirty  per  cent, 
for  money.  This  we  have  on  the  autho- 
rity of  the  univerfity  of  Toledo,  as  quoted 
by  count  Campomanes  in  his  Edncaciojz 
popular, 

5th,  The  caufe  commonly  afligned  for 
the  depopulation  of  the  country,  is  the  ex- 
fuljion  of  the  Moors,  (A.  D,  161 3)  and 
to  this  may  be  added  the  previous  expulfion 
of  the  Jews,  to  the  number  of  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand,  by  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella, 
in  token  of  their  gratitude  to  heaven  for 
the  conqueil  of  Granada.  This  wound  was 
grievous ;  but,  before  the  nation  had  reco- 
vered ilrength,  to  banifh  nine  hundred 
thoufand  of  its  nioft  induflrious  fubjeCts, 
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was  fuch  a  ftroke,  that  to  the  prefent  day 
k  is  feverely  felt.  Under  the  befl  govern- 
ment, with  the  moll  propitious  circum- 
iiances,  it  would  require  ages  to  retrieve 
fo  great  a  lofs. 

6th,  Confequent  to  the  expullion  of  the 
Moors,  their  repeated  and  almoft  incefTant 
depredations  along  the  whole  extent  of  coafl 
wafhed  by  the  waters  of  the  Mediterranean 
Sea,  rendered  the  moft  fertile  parts  of 
Spain  unfafe,  and  the  produce  exceedingly 
precarious.  Government  has  recently  fet- 
tled a  treaty  with  the  Algerinesj  and  in 
that,  according  to  the  opinion  of  count 
Campomanes,  the  minifters  have  fhewn. 
more  difcretion  than  when  they  attempted 
to  deflroy  that  neil  of  pirates.  His  judg- 
ment is  founded  on  this  maxim,  divide  ct 
impera;  fupport  the  Algerines,  that  you 
piay  weaken  the  empire  of  Morocco. 

7th,  Among  the  defolating  caufes,  rnufh 
be  reckoned  their  change  of  government^ 
not  on  account  of  the  blood  of  their  beft 
citizens,  flied  in  the  doubtful  conflid:,  for 
that  lofs  in  time  might  be  retrieved,  but 
from  the  unremitted  operation  of  a  bad 
government.     It  muft  be  confelTed,  thaf 
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under  defpotifm  may  accidentally  be  found 
wifdom  and  equity,  with  wealth  and  power; 
but,  lince  the  lofs  of  liberty,  thefe  have  not 
been  feen  in  Spain.  In  national  aflemblies, 
able  leaders  may  arife  to  reprefent  their 
grievances,  and  to  feek  redrefs.  Had  Spain 
enjoyed  her  cortes  after  light  was  diffufed  in 
Europe,  w^hen  citizens  began  to  afcertain 
their  rights,  and  to  lliake  off  the  chains  of 
feodal  tyranny,  flie  would  not  fo  long  have 
groaned  under  oppreffion. 

Although  fome  grievances,  fince  the  re- 
prefentation  of  count  Campomanes,  have 
been  redreffed,  yet,  by  their  long  continu- 
ance, they  tended  to  defblate  the  country, 
and  therefore  well  defcrve  to  be  recorded. 
I  fhall  fele^l  the  moit  remarkable,  and 
fljpport  them  by  quotations  from  his  inef- 
timable  works.  Thefe  relate  to  the  reve- 
nue, the  army,  and  the  police. 

No  country  ever  invented  a  more  ruin- 
ous fyflem  of  finance,  or  one  lefs  friendly 
to  manufa(5lures  and  to  commerce.  The 
alcavalaj  v/ith  its  cientos,  being  a  tax  of 
fourteen  per  cent,  on  all  commodities,  both 
on  the  raw  materials,  and  on  the  fame 
when  manufacftured,  as  often  as  the  pro- 
perty 
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pcrty  changes  hands,  rated,  not  according 
to  the  prime  coft,  but  to  the  felling  price» 
and  therefore  conftantly  increafing,  is  al- 
moft  fufficicnt  of  itfelf  to  create  a  general 
ftagnation.  This  effed:  is  evident  in  Caf- 
tille,  whilft  in  Catalonia  and  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Arragon,  v^here  Philip  V.  ex- 
changed this  oppreffive  tax  for  the  equiva- 
Imty  induflry  prevails,  and  manufadures 
flourifli.  The  millojiesj  being  a  tax  upon 
provifions,  tends  to  increafe  the  price  of 
labor,  and  thereby  indiredly  proves  an  ob- 
ftacle  to  foreign  commerce. 

With  fuch  powerful  inducements  to  de- 
fraud the  revenue,  to  v/hat  innumerable 
vexations  m.ufi:  the  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants have  been  fubjedled  by  government, 
more  efpecially  vv^hen  the  revenue  was  let 
to  farmers,  who,  with  their  fervants,  were 
an  hundred  thoufand.  Thefe  watchful  har- 
pies were  authorized  to  place  their  fpies  at 
the  door  of  every  fhop,  to  examine  the 
tradefman's  books,  to  put  their  feal  on  his 
commodities,  to  demand  the  teftimony  of 
thofe  who  were  fent  to  purchafe,  with  the 
atteftation  of  the  purchafer  himfelf,  and  to 
Require   certificates  from    thofe  on  whom 

the 
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the  commodity  was  found,  [vide  Camp.  E. 
P.  Ap.  iv.  p.  244.)  The  farmers  of  the 
taxes  were  originally  Jews ;  but  the  wealth 
to  be  acquired  by  plunder  made  the  em- 
ployment honourable.  Their  mifconduct 
called  loudly  for  redrefs,  and  this  grievance 
is  no  longer  found  in  Spain.  But  what 
ihall  we  fay  !  fliould  a  more  enlightened 
nation,  boafting  of  freedom,  fubmit  to 
fimilar  opprefTions  ? 

That  the  vexations  fpecified  tended  to 
depopulate  the  country  muft  be  evident; 
that  they  produced  this  eifed:,  Oforio,  as 
quoted  by  count  Campomanes,  aflures  us 
in  his  difcourfe  on  the  grievances  under 
which  the  nation  laboured.  He  afferts, 
that  in  the  villages,  not  one -third  of  the 
houfes  had  efcaped  the  rapacity  of  thole 
who  farmed  the  taxes;  becaufe,  when  no- 
thing elfe  remained  to  the  miferable  pea- 
fants,  thefe  mercilefs  exadlors  feized  their 
houfes,  and  fold  the  materials  to  the  iirft 
who  was  inclined  to  purchafe.  This  caufe 
of  depopulation  was  not  removed  till  the 
year  1749.     (vide  Camp.  E.   P.  Ap.  i.  p. 

347-)- 

Among  a  great  variety  of  caufes  pro- 

ducin 


[       221       ] 

ducing  this  cfted,  and  itfelf  the  genuine 
offspring  of  bad  government,  is  the  ivant 
of  a  free  market.  Under  the  idea  of  pre- 
venting impofition,  the  magiftrate  autho- 
rized to  intervene  between  the  buyer  and 
the  feller  fixed  the  price  of  all  commodi- 
ties, even  of  corn  and  manufadiures,  to  the 
deflrud:ion  of  agriculture,  and  to  the  dif- 
couragement  of  induffry.  This  evil,  intro- 
duced by  Philip  II.  was  confined  to  the 
kingdom  of  Caflille;  and,  confequently  the 
provinces  of  Catalonia,  Arragon,  and  Va- 
lencia, being  free,  w*ere  both  more  popu- 
lous and  better  cultivated  than  it,  although 
their  foil,  excepting  Valencia,  is  far  from 
rich.  (v.  Camp.  E.  P.  Ap.  i.  p.  418.). 
As  to  manufaftures,  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
Alonzo  el  Sabio,  A.  D.  1256,  that  the  ma- 
giftrates  firfl  interfered  to  fix  the  price, 
and  this  they  did  without  regarding  the 
goodnefs  of  the  materials  or  the  value  of 
the  work.  The  confequence  of  fuch  a  re- 
gulation is  obvious,  (ij.  Camp.  E.  P.  Ap. 
iv.  p.  64,). 

With  the  intention  of  rendering  provi- 
fions  cheap,  government,  till  the  year 
1765,  prohibited  the  exportation  of  grain. 

For 
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For  die  honour  of  Spain  we  may  obferve, 
that  nine  years  fubfequentto  this,  M.  Turgot 
prevailed  on  Lewis  XVI.  to  give  fimilar 
liberty  to  France,  and  with  the  fame  good 
effect.  The  progrefs  of  agriculture,  the 
vaft  increafe  in  the  quantity  of  grain,  and 
the  diminution  in  its  price,  in  confequence 
of  this  wife  regulation,  and  of  the  freedom 
granted  to  the  farmer  for  the  fale  of  his 
commodity,  are  fufficient  to  evince  how 
much  population  mufl  have  been  retarded 
by  the  previous  reilraint. 

The  ignorance  and  jealoufy  of  govern- 
ment were  not  confined  to  corn,  for  with 
the  fame  contra(fted  views,  and  influenced 
by  the  fame  fliort  lighted  policy,  the  kings 
of  Spain  effediually  difcouraged,  and  con- 
tinue to  difcourage,  the  breed  of  horfes, 
which,  if  not  retrained,  would  prove  a  ne- 
ver failing  fource  of  wealth.  The  very 
means  adopted  to  increafe  the  breed  have 
had  the  oppolite  effed:.  To  confine  the 
market,  and  thereby  to  link  the  price;  to 
oblige  all  the  farmers  to  regifter  their 
horfes,  with  the  age,  the  colour,  and  the 
iize;  to  exa6t  from  them  a  flridt  account, 
and  to  fubjedt    them  to  heavy  fines;   to 
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harafs  them  with  unfeafonable  viiitors,  and 
to  leave  them  at  the  mercy  of  low  men  m 
office ;   furely  this  can  never  be  the  way  to 
promote  their  induftry,  and  to  encourage 
them  in  producing  the  commodity  lb  much 
to  be  defired.     The  intention  of  the  king 
is  to  mount  his  cavalry  at  a  fmall  expence; 
but  Ihould  the  breeder  continue  fubjecfl  to 
fuch  vexations,  the  race  v/ill  fail,  and  mules 
will  fuppl^,. . their  jplace.     Let  the  ports  be 
open  ;  extend  the  market;  give  freedom  to 
commerce;  and  leave  the  farmers  unmo- 
lefled  to  purfue   their  various  operations ; 
let  their  induflry  have  free  fcope  to  move 
in;   let  them  be  proteded  in  their  perfons 
and  their  property;  then,  let  the  m.agilirate 
retire. 

From  the  fame  miftaken  policy,  dealers, 
or  jobbers,  in  corn  and  cattle,  have  beendif- 
couraged,  under  an  idea  that  they  raifed  the 
price.  This  error,  however,  has  not  been  con- 
fined to  Spain;   for  in  the  Englifh  ftatutes 
are  to  be  found  provifions  againfl;  regrators, 
yet,  without  middle  ipen,  the  attention  of 
the  farmer    would   be    diftradled,   and  for 
want  of  a  ready  fale  for  his  commodities, 
he  v/ould  have  neither  time  nor  capital  to 
condu(5t  his  bufmefs  to  advantage.     Thefe 

middle 
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middle  men  create  difpatch,  and  eventually 
increafe  prodiidtion. 

Previous  to  the  year  1750,  t\it  ffi cries 
were  much  difcouraged  by  the  rapacity  of 
the  corregidors,  alcaldes,  regidors,  and  other 
magiftrates,  who  plundered  the  fifhermen 
of  their  beil  fifli,  as  a  recompenfe  for  their 
trouble  in  making  the  affize,  and  then  ru- 
ined them  by  fixing  the  price  too  low. 
Thefe  grievances  I^fhali  ik^ft^  ftate^  in 
treating  of  the  filliery  at  Carthagena. 

Since  the  acceffion  of  the  prefent  family, 
found  policy  has  led  them  to  eftablifh  bar- 
racks; but,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  this  century,  the  military  were  lodged  in 
the  houfes  of  the  peafants.  In  the  year 
1686,  Oforio  reprefented  that  quartering 
the  foldiers  had  deftroyed  mofl:  of  the  vil- 
lages in  Spain.  This  may  be  readily  con- 
ceived, when  we  are  informed,  that  the 
military  flipend  was  far  from  being  regu- 
larly paid. 

The  ftate  of  the  police  I  ...  \5:hill  - 
give'-,  when  I  aflwdefcribing  Cadiz  and 
Malaga.  Here  it  may  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferv'e,  that  as  the  regidors  have  purchafed 
their  office,  they  muil  naturally  feek  to 
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indemnify  themfelves ;  and  although  depu- 
ties and  lyndics,  with  equal  authority,  are 
now  elected  by  the  people,  it  is  only  iince 
the  year  1766,  that  this  palliative  expedient 
has  been  provided. 

The  people,  thus  every  where  plundered 
and  opprelied,  could  not  increafe  and  mul- 
tiply, as  they  would  have  done  under  a  free 
and  equitable  government. 

8  th,  Conve?tts  Mt  by  no  means  favourable 
to  population.  Thefe  in  Spain  are  eight 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-tWQ, 
containing  more  than  ninety-four  thoufand 
monks  and  nuns ;  but  the  perfons  bound 
to  celibacy  by  vows  are  not  much  below 
two  hundred  thoufand.  Yet  this  fuper- 
abundance  of  the  drones  is  not  fo  much 
the  caufe,  as  the  effe<ft  of  their  declenfion, 
being  much  increafed  by  the  flagnation  of 
their  trade.  The  univerfitv  of  Toledo,  in 
a  memorial  delivered  to  Philip  III.  at  the 
beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century,  com- 
plains,  that  not  one-tenth  of  the  ufual  num- 
ber of  marriages  took  place ;  and  particu- 
larly ftates,  that  whereas,  whilfl  commerce 
"  flouriflied,  it  had  been  faid,  ^ien  ha  ofich 
ha  benejicio,  He  ivho  has  a  trade  has  the  bejl 
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benefice  ;  now  all  parents,  dreading  the  po- 
verty and  wretchednefs  attached  to  trade, 
were  inclined  to  breed  up  their  children 
nuns,  monks,  and  parifh  priefts,  or  even 
expofed  them  to  perilli  in  their  infancy. 

9  th,  Numerousyf/Z^W/r  tend  to  depopu- 
late a  country.     Benedidt  XIV.  lefiened  the 
number  in  his  temporal  eflates,  and  recom- 
mended a  (imilar  redud:ion  to  his  clergy. 
In  confequence  of  this,  in  the  diocefe  of 
Toledo,  they  have  now  no  more  than  ninety- 
three   general  feftivals,   not  including   the 
fpeciai  fcflivals  of  each  parifh,  and  of  the 
religious  houfes,  which,  in  every  city  fweil 
the  number  of  unprodu(ftive  days.     If  to 
thefe  we  add  the  occafional  bull  feafls,  and 
the  Mondays,  claimed  both  by  apprentices 
and  journeymen   for  their  own  diverficn,^ 
we   Ihall    have    reduced    confiderably   the 
number  of  working  days ;    but  even  then 
we  mufh  be  obliged  to  make  a  frefh  reduc- 
tion from  their  time,  becaufe  the  working 
hours  are  feldom  more  than  fix ;  infomuch 
that  all  the  unprontable  hours  being  carried 
to  account,  not  more  than  one-third,  or  per- 
haps one-fourth,  remains  for  labour.    How 
then  is  it  pofTible  to  fland  a  competition  in 
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manufadlures  with  more  induilrious  na- 
tions ?     (F".  Camp.  E.  P.  p.  274.) 

loth,  Frevaknce  of  pajlure  tends  to  de- 
populate, a  country.  Grazing  and  tillage 
fhould  ever  be  united.  The  fame  quantity 
of  land,  which,  in  wild  pafture,  would  re- 
quire the  labour  of  one  family,  if  tilled, 
would  give  employment  to  twenty,  or  even 
twice  that  number.  In  Spain,  ever  fince 
the  year  1350,  at  which  period  the  plague 
had  carried  off  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  laws  of  the  Meflia  have  fet  at  variance 
the  ploughman  and  the  fhepherd,  prevent- 
ing each  from  deriving  the  leaft  advantage 
from  the  other,  infomuch  that  five  millions 
of  fheep,  under  the  fancftion  of  a  peculiar 
code,  not  only  fail  to  enrich  the  lands  on 
which  they  feed,  but  efFed:ually  prevent  its 
cultivation.  Independent  of  the  Merino 
flock,  many  of  the  great  landlords  have  fuf- 
fered  villages  to  go  to  ruin,  and  have  let 
their  eflates  to  graziers. 

1 1  th.  The  want  of  an  Agrarian  Law, 
Previous  to  the  recovery  of  the  fouthern 
provinces  from  the  dominion  of  the  Moors, 
the  diftradled  and  divided  flate  of  the  pe- 
ninfula  made  it  necelTary  for  the  peafants  to 
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feek  refuge  in  the  cities,  or  at  leafl:  to  aHo- 
ciate  in  villages  for  their  mutual  defence. 
For  this  realbn,  independent  farms,  detach- 
ed and  didant  from  a  town,  are  feldom,  if 
ever,  i'tQU.  in  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Spain. 
The  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  were  built 
en  the  mofl  fertile  fpots,  and  between  many 
of  them  intervened  vafh  trads  of  land,  little 
fufceptible  of  cultivation.  When  the  plague 
of  the  year  1347  had  fpread  defolation 
through  the  country,  many  towns  and  vil- 
lages were  fuffered  to  go  to  ruin  and  decay, 
whereby  the  diftance  between  thofe  that 
furvived  was  coniiderably  increafed.  To 
this  event  has  been  attributed  the  extenfive 
territories  of  innumerable  towns,  many  of 
which  are  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  diameter, 
and  therefore  too  far  dillant  from  the  habi- 
tation of  the  farmer  to  admit  of  cultivation. 
Adjoining  to  the  village  you  obferve  vines, 
olives,  figs,  and  grain ;  all  beyond  is  defo- 
late  and  wafte. 

Previous  to  the  conquefl,  when  the 
chriftian  princes  were  inclined  to  make  war 
upon  the  infidels,  they  invited  the  great 
nobilitv  of  other  countries,  and  their  own 
feodal  lords,  to  join  them.     Many  of  thefe 
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could  bring  Into  the  field  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  vafials,  and  were  bound  to  maintain 
them,  at  leafl  to  the  frontiers,  at  their  own 
expence.  But  then,  as  mofi:  of  thefe  were 
little  lefs  than  independent  fovereigns,  the 
prince  was  obliged  to  court  them ;  and,  if 
he  would  allure  them  to  his  {tandard>  it 
w^as  by  the  hope  of  making  conquefis  for 
themfelves,  that  he  prevailed  on  them  to 
follow  him.  Hence  they  acquired,  by  arms, 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  with  ex  ten  five 
difiricfls. 

In  fucceeding  periods,  the  great  nobility, 
taking  advantage  of  their  fovereign  during 
his  minority,  when  either  contending  for 
the  regency  themfelves,  or  embarrafiing  the 
regent,  they  extorted  confiderable  grants 
from  the  king's  demefne,  confifi;ing  of  ci- 
ties, towns,  and  villages,  with  the  adjacent 
territories  -,  all  which  they  tranfmitted  to 
their  pofterity. 

By  intermarriages,  many  of  thefe  vafl 
polTefllons  have  been  united  ;  infomuch 
that  three  great  lords,  the  dukes  of  Ofuna, 
Alba,  and  Medina  Coeli,  cover  almofi:  the 
whole  province  of  Andalufia  j  and  the  laft 
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of  thefe,  claims  by  inheritance,  the  greatell: 
part  of  Catalonia. 

Such  vaft  poffeffions  paffing  by  entail, 
are  far  from  being  friendly  to  population, 
more  efpecially  as  the  proprietor  never  re- 
fides  on  his  eflates,  and,  being  often  em- 
barraifed  in  his  circumflances,  has  little 
inclination,  and  lefs  ability,  to  make  im- 
provements for  his  heir. 

1 2th,  To  this  want  of  yeomanry,  mufl  be 
added,  the  defeoi  of  fubjtajitial  tenants.  I 
have  already  remarked,  when  fpeaking  of 
the  court,  that  moil  of  the  great  eflates  are 
in  adminiflration,  that  is,  cultivated  by 
fie  wards  on  the  lords  account,  and  there- 
fore not  produdliye.  If  tenanted,  the  rent 
commonly  is  paid  in  kind ;  and  this,  when, 
from  bad  crops,  corn  is  dear,  ruins  the  far- 
mer. In  fuch  circumflances,  it  is  difficult 
to  raife  a  tenantry  with  fufficient  capitals  to 
ftock  a  firm,.  In  tillage,  it  is  found,  that, 
to  occupy  an  eftate  to  advantage  requires 
a  capital  more  than  equal  to  five  times  the 
rent.  But  in  Spain,  few  fuch  are  to  be 
found.  Should  they,  however,  perfed:  what 
the  wifefl  among  them,  with  count  Cani- 
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pomanes  for  their  guide,  have  been  long 
attempting,  an  agrarian  law ;  Ihould  they, 
as  propofed,  allow  every  man  to  cultivate 
what  quantity  he  pleafes  of  wafte  land, 
without  a  fpecial  grant  from  the  proprietor, 
and  to  enjoy  it  as  a  copyhold,  charged  with 
a  quit-rent  equal  to  the  value,  previous  to 
this  improvement,  in  procefs  of  time  they 
will  raife  up  both  a  yeomanry  and  tenantry, 
and,  in  confequence,  a  more  numerous  po- 
pulation. 

1 3  th,  Royal  ManufaBures  and  Monopolies 
have  a  baneful  influence  on  population  ; 
for,  as  no  private  adventurers  can  fland  the 
competition  with  their  fovereign,  where  he 
is  the  great  monopolift,  trade  will  never 
profper.  The  Spanifh  monarch  is  a  manu-^ 
fadlurer  of 

Broad  cloth,  at  Guadalajara  and  Brihuega; 
China,  at  the  palace  of  the  Buen  Retiro  j 
Cards,  at  Madrid  aiid  Malaga ; 
Glafs,  at  S.  Ildefonfo  ; 
Paper,  in  Segovia ; 
Pottery,  at  Talavera ; 

Salt  Petre,  Madrid,  and  various  other  places  5 
Stockings,  at  Valdemoro ; 
Swords,  at  Toledo ; 
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Tapeflry,  at  Madrid ; 
TifTue,  at  Talavara. 

He  has  the  monopoly  of  brandy,  cards, 
gun-powder,  lead,  quickfilver,  fealing  wax, 
falts,  fulphur,  and  tobacco, 

14th,  To  this  may  be  added,  as  a  caufe  of 
depopulation,  the  national  prejudice  againfl 
trade.  Whilft  the  Jews  were  merchants, 
and  the  mechanic  arts  were  left,  either  to 
the  Moors,  or  to  the  vilefl  of  the  people, 
the  grandees  or  knights  were  ambitious 
only  of  military  fame.  After  the  conqueft 
of  Granada,  the  Moors  continued  to  be  the 
principal  manufad:urers,  and  excelled  in  the 
cultivation  of  their  lands.  When  thefe, 
with  the  Jews,  were  banifhed,  a  void  was 
left,  which  the  high-fpirited  Spaniard  was 
not  inclined  to  fill.  Trained  to  the  exercife 
of  arms,  and  regarding  fuch  mean  occupa- 
tions with  difdain,  his  averfion  was  increafed 
by  his  hatred  and  contempt  for  thofe  whom 
he  had  been  accuflomed  to  fee  engaged  in 
thefe  employments.  He  had  been  early 
taught  to  conlider  trade  as  dilhonourable ; 
and  whether  he  frequented  the  theatre,  or 
liftened  to  the  difcourfes  of  the  pulpit  ora- 
tors, he  could  not  fail  to  be  confirmed  in 
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his  ideas.  Even  in  the  prefcnt  day,  many, 
who  boaft  their  defcent  from  noble  anceflors, 
had  rather  llarve  than  work. 

We  muft  not  imagine  that  the  Spaniards 
are  naturally  indolent  5  they  are  remark- 
able for  adivity,  capable  of  flrenuous  exer- 
tions, and  patient  of  fatigue  :  if,  therefore, 
unemployed,  this  mufl  be  attributed  to 
other  caufes,  of  which,  refpeding  fome 
occupations,  national  prejudice  is  one, 

15th,  Among  the  defolating  caufes,  I 
muft  be  allowed  to  mention  one,  on  the  tef- 
timony  of  a  native  Spaniard,  becaufe  I  never 
had  occafion  to  obferve  the  leaft  trace  of  it 
myfeif  It  is  acknowledged  by  count  Cam- 
pomanes,  that  the  national  prejudice  was  a^ 
gaiiiji  the  fettlement  of  foreigners  in  Spain, 
Certain  it  is,  that,  for  want  of  intercourfe 
with  other  nations,  the  native  Spaniards, 
being  chiefly  refident  at  home,  excepting 
thofe  who  migrate  to  America,  and  few 
Grangers  even  pafling  through  the  coun- 
try, all  the  arts,  fciences,  and  manufac- 
tures have  been  at  a  fland,  and  appear  to 
be  at  leaft  a  century  behind  the  reft  of  Eu- 
rope. In  tl^e  year  1655,  don  Francifco 
Martinez  de  ^ata,  an  author  of  high  re- 
\  putation. 
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piitatlon,  111  his   feventh  dircourfe  on  the 
depopulation  of  Spain,  complained,  that  a 
hundred   and    twenty    thouland    Grangers, 
working  cheaper,   and   apparently   better, 
than   the  natives,  were  allowed  to  fpread 
over  the  country;  entering  it  poor,  but  by 
their  diligence  acquiring  wealth,   and  re- 
turning home  loaded  with  gold.   He  aiTerts, 
that  they  carried  out  with  them  annually 
more  than  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
or  feven  million  three  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  ducats :  thefe  men  only  filled  up 
the  vacancy  made  by  the  expuHion  of  the 
Moors.     He  recommends  giving  alms  to 
ilrangers,   but   not   employment;    and,   to 
confirm  his  advice,  relates  the  hillory  of  a 
Spanlfli  farrier,  as  an  example  to  be  fol- 
lowed: This   man  went   to  Paris,  with  a 
view  to  work  at  his  trade,  but  being  threat- 
ened with  death  Ihould  he  there  venture  to 
exerclfe  his  art,  he  retired  to  Bourdeaux, 
where  he  hoped  to  find  a  more  hofpitable 
reception  ;  but  there  they  cut  off  one  arm, 
that  he  might  no  longer  work,  and  rob  the 
native  farrier  of  bread.  (Camp.  E.  P.  A.  4. 
p.  184.) 

1 6th,  Ferjcciitlon  is  a  powerful  caufe  of 
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depopulation;  and,  like  the  national  preju- 
dice ao-ainll:  ftrangers,  prevents  many  uftful 
fubjeds  from  being  added  to  the  ftate.     It 
were  endlefs  to  enumerate  the  advantages 
a  community  derives  from  toleration.     As 
without  an   eftablilhed    religion    the    poor 
would  be  neglecfled,  and,  in  the  villages  at 
leaft,   would   be    in    danger    of  lofmg   all 
knowledge  of  a  deity,  fo,  without  a  tolera- 
tion,  there  could  be   no  competition,  and 
therefore  little  fcope  for  emulation,  without 
which  zeal  would  be  apt  to  languiih,   mo- 
rals to  decay;   and,  in  procefs  of  time,  the 
moil:  important  truths  would,  by  the  many, 
be  totally  forgotten. 

The  good  bidiop  of  Oviedo,  lamenting 
over  the  manners  of  the  age,  comforted 
himfelf  at  laft  under  a  perfuafion,  that, 
through  the  adivity  and  zeal  of  the  inqui- 
fitors,  they  had  no  infidels  in  Spain.  For 
my  part,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  torpid 
iniidelity  of  ignorance  prevails  more  in 
Spain,  than  the  adtive  infidelity  of  fcieuce 
in  either  England  or  France. 

All  the  enlightened  nations  of  Europe 
have  at  laft  difcovered  the  folly  of  perfecu- 
tion,  and  feem  to  be  perfuaded  that  the 
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refort  of  ftrangers,  with  their  wealth,  their 
knowledge,  their  induftry,  and  arts,  will 
bear  proportion  to  the  extent  of  toleration. 
It  is  now  generally  felt,  that  thefe  contri- 
bute to  enrich,  and,  by  the  increafe  of  peo- 
ple, to  make  moft  powerful  the  country 
in  which  the  citizens,  without  diflindtion, 
enjoy  mofl  civil  and  religious  libertv. 

17th,  "Xh-Q  gold  and Jiher  of  America  y  in- 
ffcead  of  animating  the  country  and  pro- 
moting induftry,  inftead  of  giving  life  and 
vigour  to  the  whole  community,  by  the 
increafe  of  arts,  of  m^anufadiures,  and  of 
commerce,  had  an  oppofite  eifed,  and  pro- 
duced in  the  event,  weaknefs,  poverty,  and 
depopulation.  The  wealth  which  proceeds 
from  induftiy  refembles  the  copious  yet 
tranquil  ftream,  which,  paffing  filent  and 
almofl  invifible,  enriches  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  country  through  which  it  flows: 
but  the  treafures  of  the  new  world,  like  a 
fwelling  torrent,  were  feen,  were  heard, 
were  felt,  and  were  admired;  yet  their  firfl 
open^.t:on  was  to  dcfolate  and  lay  wafle  the 
fpot  on  which  they  fell.  The  Hiock  was 
fiidden ;  the  contraft  was  too  great.  Spain 
overflowed  with  fpecie,  v/hilil  other  na- 
tion* 
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tions  were  comparatively  poor  in  the  ex- 
treme. The  price  of  labour,  of  provilions, 
and  of  maniifad:ures  bore  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  circulating  caih.  The  con- 
iequence  is  obvious :  in  the  poorer  coun- 
tries induftry  advanced,  in  the  more 
wealthy  it  declined. 

Combined  with  all  the  forementloned 
caufes  of  depopulation,  this  became  more 
fatal  to  the  profperity  of  Spain  than  it 
would  have  been,  had  circumftances  been 
more  propitious.  Had  the  country  been 
populous  and  well  governed,  had  peace 
been  cultivated,  and  had  the  manufac- 
tures fiourifhed,  had  the  convents  been 
recently  deflroyed,  and  the  feftivals  abo- 
lifhed,  had  emigration  ceafed,  and  had 
Grangers  reforted  to  fettle  in  the  country 
with  their  induflry  and  arts,  this  wealth 
would  have  given  new  vigour  to  the  na- 
tion. But,  inflead  of  this  benign  effedt, 
fudden  repletion  produced  a  torpor,  ending 
in  a  political  difeafe,  fnnilar  to  that  which, 
in  like  circumftances,  aiFe<fts  the  human 
frame.  Even  in  the  prefent  day,  fpecie  be- 
ing about  fix  per  cent,  lefs  valuable  in  Spain 
than  it  is  in  other  nations,  operates  pre- 
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clfely  in  the   fame  proportion  agalnfl  her 
manufatftures  and  her  population. 

1 8th,  Had  all  Europe  continued  upon 
one  level,  the  above  ftated  caufes  of  depo- 
pulation had  not  been  fo  feverely  felt  in 
Spain.  But,  unhappily  for  her,  thefe  were 
rendered  more  deilrudive  by  the  rifing  in- 
duilry,  and  confequent  profperity,  of  rival 
nations,  in  which  convents  were  left  emp- 
ty, numerous  feftivals  aboliihed,  to  which 
ftrangers  might  refort,  where  property  had 
been  long  fmce  more  equally  divided,  and 
where  new  learnt  commerce  led  to  wxalth 
and  power.  Thefe  nations,  in  proportion  as 
civil,  religious,  and  commercial  liberty  ad- 
vanced, grew  into  greatnefs ;  and,  like  the 
fpreading  oak  calling  a  ihade  on  the  more 
weakly  faplings,  did  not  faifer  them  to 
rife. 

Suppofmg  all  nations  to  be  equally  well 
governed,  to  enjoy  the  fame  degree  of 
civil,  religious,  and  commercial  liberty,  the 
w^ealth  and  profperity  of  one  will  extend  to 
all.  But  Ihould  one  nation  continue  free, 
in  the  full  polTeffion  of  public  confidence 
and  public  credit,  v/hilfl  another  is  govern- 
ed by  defpotic  fway,  fubjed  to  the  capri- 
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clous  will  of  a  weak  prince,  or  of  a  wicked 
minifter,  and  therefore  deftitute  of  public 
confidence  and  public  credit;  the  former 
will  increafe  in  wealth  and  power,  the  lat- 
ter will  decay,  and  freemen  will  give  law 

*  to  llaves. 

Should  the  people  take  advantage  of  the 
prefent  crifis  to  banifh  the  inquifitors,  and 
to  alTert  their  freedom;  (hould  they,  happy 
in  polTefling  one  of  the  richefl  countries 
upon  earth,  contrad;  the  bounds  of  their 
unwieldy  empire;  fliould  they  confine  their 
views  within  the  limits  of  their  own  penin- 
fula,  and  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace  ;  flaould 
they,  to  cherifh  indufl:ry,aboli/lithemonaftic 

^  orders,  lefTen  the  number  of  their  feftivals, 
eftablifh  an  agrarian  law,  and  ftrike  off  the 
fetters,  by  which  their  commerce  has  been 
bound;  confidering  the  foil,  the  climate, 
the  abundance  of  water,  the  natural  pro- 
ductions, the  rivers,  the  harbours,  and  the 
local  fituation,  we  may  venture,  to  afSrm, 
that  no  country,  of  the  fame  extent,  would 
be  more  populous,  more  wealthy,  or  more 
powerful,  than  Spain. 

Let  her  for  ever  keep  her  true  interefc 

in 
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in  view,  and  all  Europe  mufl  rejoice  in  her 
profperity. 

Before  I  tarn  my  back  upon  Madrid,  I 
mufl  briefly  defcribe  the  miniflers  of  ftate, 
and  fome  principal  charafters  about  the 
court. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  governmenlf 
was  feodal;  that  Spain  enjoyed  the  protec- 
tion of  its  cortes ;  and  that  the  power  of 
the  monarch  was  circumfcribed  by  laws. 
At  prefent,  no  fove reign  can  be  more  de- 
i^otic.  The  tranfition  forms  a  mofl  inte- 
refting  epoch  in  their  hiftory,  but  fuch  as 
would  require  more  time  in  its  develope- 
ment  than  a  traveller  can  beflovv.  When- 
ever I  fliall  have  an  opportunity  to  refume 
this  fubjed:,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  iliew,  that 
Spain,  like  all  other  countries  v^^hich  have 
loft  their  liberty,  was  ruined  by  the  inor- 
dinate ambition,  and  by  the  unjuft  preten- 
fions  of  the  great.  Whilft  labouring  to 
curb  the  monarch,  and  to  deprefs  the  peo- 
ple, they  themfelves  have  funk,  have  loll 
their  power,  and  are  become  perfed  cy- 
phers, aftembled  round  the  fove  reign  like 
prifoners,  or,  at  beft,  like  fervants,  and  not 
like  pillars  to  fupport  his  throne. 

The 
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The  reigning  monarch,  Charles  III.  has 
never  been  coniidered  as  a  man  of  more 
than  common  abihties ;   but  all  who  know 
him,  admire  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart ;  and 
indeed  it  is  impoflibie  to  look  at  him  with- 
out reading  diftinttly  the  charaders  of  be- 
nevolence and  truth.     As  a  man  of  princi- 
ple, he  efteems  it  his  f  ril  duty  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  the  nation  over  which  he 
reign s;  and  if  at  any  time  his  conduit:  hath 
been  inconfiftent  with  his  principles;  if  he 
hath  contracfted  unnatural  alliances,  with- 
out either  the  plea  of  neceffity  or  profpedl 
of  advantage;  if,  in  defence  of  a  relation, 
he    hath  haftily  engaged  in   war,   it  hath 
been  always   from   goodnefs  of  heart,  and 
from   the  influence  of  gratitude,   that  he 
hath  erred.     In  choofmg  his  miniflers  he 
confults  only  the  good  of  his  people;   and 
it  mufl  be  confelTed,  that  commonly  he  is 
well  diredied  in  his  choice. 

His  prefent  miniiler,  count  Florida 
Blanca,  is  a  man  of  fmgular  abilities,  of 
upright  intentions,  and  of  indefatigable Jn- 
duftry.  His  father  was  Efcrivano  Epifcfipal 
in  Murcia.     He  himfelf,  early  in  life,  was 
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taken  Into  the  houfe  of  Benevente,  as  ad- 
vocate to  the  duke  of  Arcos,  under  whofe 
patronage  he  became  fifcal,  or  one  of  the 
judges  of  Caftille,  In  this  employ  he  made 
himfelf  confpicuous,  by  feconding  the  views 
of  "count  d' Aranda  for  the  expuhion  of  the 
jefuits,  and  by  quieting  the  tumults  v^^hich, 
upon  that  occafion,  the  bifliop  of  Cuenca, 
a  prelate  exceedingly  attached  to  thofe  in- 
triguing fathers,  had  excited.  After  their 
expulfion,  he  was  fent  as  ambalfador  to 
Rome,  where  he  acquired  much  reputa- 
tion, by  obtaining  the  fandtion  of  the  pope 
to  meafures,  v/hich,  in  the  event,  have 
proved  moil;  fatal  to  the  papal  power. 
From  Rome  he  was  called  by  his  fovereigii 
to  diredl  his  councils,  whilft  the  marquis 
of  Grimaldi,  who  had  been  minifler,  was 
ordered  to  replace  him  at  the  holy  fee; 
and  count  d' Aranda,  who,  as  prefident  of 
Caftiile,  and  governor  of  the  council,  had 
been  omnipotent,  was  fent  ambalTador  to 
Paris.- 

The  new  minifler  was  not  unmindful  of 
his  friends :  upon  all  occafions  he  has 
£hewn  a  marked  attention  to  the  houfe  of 
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Benevente,  and  has  proved,  that  he  retains 
a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  protedion 
received  at  his  firll  entrance  into  life. 

Whilll  at  Cuenca,  he  had  lodged  in  the 
houfe  of  don  Pedro  de  Lerena,  one  of  thofe 
favourites  of  fortune,  who,  without  natural 
pretenfions,  with  little  exertion,  and  lefs 
merit,  are  raifed  to  the  highefh  flations,  and 
to  the  enjoyment  of  every  comfort  that 
wealth  can  purchafe  : 

Quales  ex  humili  magna  ad  faftigia  rerum 
Extollit,  quoties  voluit  fortuna  jocarl. 

JUVEK  AL. 

Don  Pedro  de  Lerena,  fon  to  a  miferable 
pubHcan  at  Valdemoro,  was  bound  appren- 
tice to  a  blackfmitli,  who  lived  oppofite  to 
his  father's  houfe.  In  a  lucky  hour  he 
married  a  rich  widow  of  Cuenca,  and,  by 
the  intereft  of  her  family,  became  fome 
little  official  in  that  city.  Here  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  receive  under  his  roof 
Moiiino,  now  count  Florida  Elanca,  and  to 
fecure  a  place  in  his  good  opinion.  When 
the  count  took  the  reins  of  government, 
he  was  not  unmindful  of  iiis  friend,  but 
embraced  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  ferv- 
ing  him.     Under  fuch  a  powerful  patron, 
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Lerena  became  agent  to  the  army  In  Mi- 
norca, and,  after  the  capture  of  that  ifland, 
went  with  the  duke  of  Crillon  to  Gibral- 
tar in  the  fame  capacity,  and,  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war,  he  became  intendant  of 
Andalulia,  and  affiftant  of  Seville.  Whilft 
he  continued  in  that  employment,  he  pro- 
cured, after  the  cuftom  of  his  country, 
certificates  of  his  good  condudl  from  all 
kinds  of  bodies,  civil,  military,  and  eccle- 
liaftical,  and  from  individuals  of  eminence, 
all  which,  being  fubmitted  to  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  king,  procured  him,  on  the 
death  of  don  Miguel  de  Mufquiz,  the  ap- 
pointment to  the  high  and  important  offi- 
ces of  the  finance  of  war. 

The  family  of  the  Galvez,  equally  for- 
tunate, were  all  men  of  fuperior  talents. 
Don  Jofeph  de  Galvez,  marquis  of  Sonora, 
and  minifter  of  the  Indies,  was  of  a  mean 
family,  near  Malaga,  in  the  fouth  of  Spain, 
but,  by  his  great  abilities,  he  raifed  himfelf 
and  his  relations  to  the  highefl  honours  of 
the  flate.  His  two  brothers  drove  boricos, 
and  were  called  Tio,  an  appellation  anfwer- 
ing  to  uncle,  or  to  gaffer ;  yet  one  of  them 
became  viceroy   of  Mexico,   and,   at   his 
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death,  was  fucceeded  in  the  fame  regal  of- 
fice by  his  fon. 

Do?t  Anto72io  Valdcs,  the  prefent  minifter 
of  the  marine,  flands  indebted  to  his  merit 
for  his  high  itation.     As  a  captain  of  the 
navy,  and  as  a  commodore,  he  was  diftin- 
guiihed^  and  how  much  the  nation  is  in- 
debted to  his  fingular  abiHties,  and  more 
than    common     apphcation,  will    appear, 
when,  in  defcribing  Cadiz,  I  fhall  give  a 
ftatement  of  the  marine,  and  fliew  the  in- 
creafmg  power  of  the  Spanifh  navy.     Till 
I  had  been  at  the  fea-ports,  I  could  form 
no  idea  of  his  fuperior  talents,  and  there- 
fore  profited  little    by   his   condefcending 
permillion   to   approach  him.     I  can  only 
now  lament   that   I  did   not  fpend  more 
time  in  his  foclety. 

Of  Count  Campomanes  I  have  already 
fpoken.  All  who  have  the  honour  of  be- 
ing near  to  him,  admire  the  boundlefs  ex- 
tent of  his  abilities,  which  embrace  every 
fcienccj  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart, 
which  turns  all  his  knowieds^e  towards  one 
objed — the  profperity  of  his  country.  He 
fhines  in  all  the  feveral  branches ;  but  his 
peculiar  excellence  is  in  law,  hiftory,  and 
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political  (Economy.  He  is  wholly  indebted 
to  himfelf,  and  to  the  voice  of  the  nation, 
for  his  elevation. 

It  muft  be  flriking  to  an  Englifliman  to 
fee  all  the  moil  important  offices  occupied 
by   men  who   have   been    taken .  from   the 
lower  ranks,  and  not  to  find  among  them 
one  man  of  fafhion,   not  one  grandee  of 
Spain.      Thefe  are  all  precifely  where  they 
ou^ht   to  be :  lords   of  the  bed-chamber, 
grooms  of  the  ftole,  maflers  of  the  horfe, 
all  near  the  throne,  partaking  of  its  fplen- 
dor,  whilfl  the  drudgery  and  refponfibility 
of  office  is  left  to  others  who  are  better 
qualified  to  bear   that  burden.     In  Eng- 
land it  is  far  othervv^iie:  our  men  of  faffiion, 
from  their  infancy,  are  trained  to  high  pur- 
fuits;   at   fchool  they  learn  -ambition,  and 
when   they  come  into  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, they  fee,  that  to  be  diflinguiffied  for 
application  and  for  knowledge  is  the  only 
way  to  gain  confideration,  and  to  arrive  at 
power.     This  proves  fuch  a   fpur  to  dili- 
gence,   that,    in    fpite    of  their  hereditary 
wealth  and  honours,  many  of  the  greateft 
men,  and  the  moft  able  minifters,  are  to  be 
found  among  our  principal  nobility. 

In 
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In  Spain,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  higher 
ranks,  all  is  torpid.  Satisfied  with  heredi- 
tary wealth  and  honours,  the  grandees  fink 
into  mere  fenfualifts,  and  are  loft.  Nay, 
fuch  is  the  general  negled:  of  education^ 
that  the  principal  minifters  find  it  difficult 
to  procure  proper  men  to  fill  the  common 
ofHces. 

When  my  friend,  don  Eugenio  Izquierdo, 
returned  from  Paris,  where  he  had  been 
educated  for  the  royal  cabinet  of  natural 
hiftory,  of  which  he  was  appointed  di- 
redor  on  the  death  of  Davila,  he  was  de- 
iired  immediately  to  make  out  a  catalogue, 
in  order  to  convince  the  world  that  Spain 
was  not  behind  other  nations  in  this  inte- 
refting  branch  of  fcience,  and  that  he 
might  affift  to  wipe  away  the  reproach 
which  M.  MafTon  had  caft  upon  the  na- 
tion. He  was  revolving  this  commiiTion 
in  his  mind,  but  ere  he  could  begin  the 
previous  arrangement  of  the  cabinet,  he 
was  hurried  away  to  teach  the  art  of  dying, 
and  to  fuperintend  the  cloth  manufacture  at 
Guadalajara,  where  all  Vv^as  in  confulion,  and 
where  every  branch  required  a  reform. 

According   to   the   maxim  of  no  con- 
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tcmptible  philofopher,  a  wife  man  is  every 
thing,  either  an  humble  mechanic,  or  a 
miniiler  of  ftate ;  and  certainly,  with  time, 
he  may  be  qualified  for  either.  But  how- 
ever qualified  my  friend  might  be  for  this 
new  employment,  he  could  not  fliew  him- 
felf  at  Guadalajara  without  danger;  for 
the  moment  he  appeared,  he  found  himfelf 
in  a  neli  of  hornets.  All  who  had  been 
accuftomed  to  eat  the  bread  of  idlenefs,  to 
receive  their  falaries,  and  to  negle(5t  their 
work,  or  to  fliare  among  themfelves  the 
plunder  of  the  ftate,  became  his  enemies, 
and,  as  I  underlland,  never  left  him,  till  by 
their  perfecution,  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
they  had  compelled  him  to  retire. 

His  friend  Angulo,  trained  by  him  at 
Paris  for  the  branch  of  natural  hiflory, 
v/hofe  ambition  it  was  to  be  vice-diredlor 
of  the  cabinet,  no  fooner  returned  to  court, 
than  he  was  appointed  chemical  profeilbr, 
and  received  orders  to  prepare  for  giving  a 
courfe  of  lecTtures  the  enfuing  winter.  Afto- 
nifhed  at  this  command,  he  enquired  for 
the  elaboratory  and  the  apparatus.  He  was 
told,  that  the  foundation  of  the  former 
iliould  be  inflantly  laid,  and  that  he  himfelf 
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muft  give  orders  for  the  latter.  But  before 
he  had  time  to  look  about  him,  he  was  fent 
by  the  miniftc^r  of  the  finance  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  working  of  a  lead  mine  at  Li- 
nares. My  friend  acquitted  himfelf  to  the 
fatisfadtion  of  the  minifter,  and  was  ap- 
pointed diredor  general  of  all  the  mines  in 
Spain.  In  this  capacity  he  was  fent  to 
Riotinto,  where  I  engaged  to  follow  him, 
but  when  I  came  near  the  place,  I  found 
he  had  been  difpatched  to  another  part  of 
the  kingdom,  to  infped;  a  mine  fuppofed  to 
be  of  cinnabar.  Samples  of  this  ore  had 
been  fent  to  the  miniiler  of  the  finance, 
with  the  quickfilver  extracted  from  it, 
which  was  in  abundance ;  and  the  moft 
flattering  hopes  were  entertained  at  Madrid 
of  the  wealth  to  be  obtained  from  this  new 
difcovery.  But,  unfortunately,  the  whole 
was  a  deception;  and  my  friend,  mortified 
at  firfi:  at  not  being  able  to  dete(fc  a  fingle 
particle  of  mercury,  was  at  lafl  fo  happy  as 
to  extort  a  confciiion  from  the  impoftor, 
of  the  means  made  ufe  of  to  deceive  the 
minifter,  under  the  expe(ftation  of  being 
appointed  manager  of  this  rich  mine. 
M.   Clavijo  had   been   manager  of  the 
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klng^s  theatre ;  but  when  a  proper  perfon 
was  wanted  to  conduct  one  of  the  public 
prints,  he  was  appointed  to  that  office,  and, 
being  a  man  of  letters,  he  acquitted  him- 
felf  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  court.     On 
the  death   of  M.  Davila,  when  don  Euge- 
nio  Izquierdo  became  the  principal  diredor 
of  the  cabinet,  and  a  proper  perfon,  as  vice 
diredor,  was  wanted  to  fucceed  him,  the 
minifter  of  finance  fixed  on  my  friend  Cla- 
Vijo,  and  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  find  in  him, 
that  a  wife  man  is  every  thing.    This  gen- 
tleman hath  already  tranilated  the  works  of 
the   count  de   Buffon;  and,  fliould  he  be 
left   quietly   in  his   department,  from  his 
abilities   and   his   application,    it   may   be 
hoped  that  he  will  make  a  rapid  progrefs 
in  the  fcience  of  natural  hiilory.   Yet,  fuch 
is  the  fcarcity  of  able  men,   that,   in  all 
probability,   M.  Clavijo  wdll  foon  receive 
fome  new  commifilon. 

During  my  winter's  refidence  at  Madrid, 
I  cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  colonel 
Nodin,  an  Italian  officer  in  the  Spanifh 
fcrvice,  diftinguiflied  for  his  proficiency  in 
algebra.  This  gentleman  was  fo  happy 
as  to  attradt  the  notice  of  tlie  m.iniller,  and 
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received  a  commiirion  to  perfedt  the  navi- 
gation at  Tortola,  w^here  almoft  infuperable 
difficulties  occurred.  He  was  preparing  to 
fet  out,  when  I  left  Madrid  with  the  pleaf- 
ing  expedation  of  meeting  him  at  the 
place  of  his  deflination  -,  but  on  my  arrival, 
I  found  that  he  had  been  fent  into  the 
north  of  Spain,  to  make  a  road,  where  the 
minifter  of  finance  conceived  that  algebrai- 
cal calculations  might  be  ufeful. 

It  would  be  inexcufeable  in  fpeaking, 
even  in  the  mofl  tranfient  manner,  of  men 
who  are  diftinguiflied  in  Madrid,  as  em- 
ployed about  the  court,  not  to  mention  the 
two  brothers  Yriarte,  who,  for  tafte,  for 
judgment,  and  for  fcience,  have  few  fupe- 
riors  in  the  moft  enlightened  countries. 
Don  Bernardo  has  fome  place  in  the  fin- 
ance, but  his  brother  is  the  man  of  let- 
ters. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  apothecary, 
don  Cafimiro  Gomez  Ortega,  was  the  only 
perfon  qualified  to  teach  either  botany, 
chemiftiy,  mineralogy,  or  natural  hiftory; 
but  he  has  lived  to  fee  many  competitors 
for  fame,  not  excepting  his  favourite  fci- 
ence, in  which  he  moft  excels. 

2  Do^z 
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Don  Antonio  Solano,  profellbr  of  experi- 
mental philofophy,  merits  attention  for  the 
clearnefs  and  precifion  of  his  demonftra- 
tions;  but,  unfortunately,  although  his  lec- 
tures are  delivered  gratis,  fuch  is  the  want 
of  tafte  for  fcience  in  Madrid,  that  nobody 
attends  them. 

Gratitude,  as  well  as  the  higheft  venera- 
tion, requires  that  I  fhould  mention  don 
Francifco  Bayer,  firft  librarian  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  late  preceptor  to  the  infant  don 
Gabriel,  a  prince  who  ilands  high  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  for  his  elegant  tranlla- 
tion  of  Sallufl :  in  this  work  we  evidently 
fee  the  mailer's  hand,  but  the  pupil  is  faid 
to  deferve  his  iliare  of  praife. 

The  lafl  perfon  I  fhall  mention,  who  is 
diflinguiflied  for  his  talents,  although  not. 
tho,  leaft  deferving  of  commendation,  is 
Juan  Bautifta  Munoz,  hifloriographer  to 
the  king,  with  fpecial  commiffion  to  write 
the  conquefl  of  America.  This  gentle- 
man honoured  me  with  his  friendship,  and 
fuffered  me  to  examine  freely  all  his  manu- 
fcripts  j  he  was  feven  years  collecting  his 
materials,  and,  for  that  purpofe,  vifited 
every  part  of  Spain  where  the  families  and 
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or  where  any  pubhc  records  are  preferved. 
His  colle<5lions  are  voluminous,  and,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  be  given  to  the  world  with, 
the  impartiality  becoming  an  hijflorian,  and 
with  that  degree  of  elegance,  which  may  be 
well  expelled  from  an  author  of  his  fupe- 
rior  talents.  He  is  a  man  of  a  clear  head, 
a  good  claflical  fcholar,  and  perfed:Iy  ac- 
quainted with  the  characfteriftic  excellence 
of  thofe,  either  in  Greece  or  Rome,  who 
have  been  moll  admired  for  hiflorical  com- 
poiition.  From  him,  therefore,  not  merely 
fomething  new,  but  fomething  highly  in- 
terefting,  may  be  expe<5ted. 

Had  Dr.  Robertfon,  or  had  his  friend 
Mr.  Waddilove,  known  where  to  look  for 
records,  and  fpent  feven  years  in  making 
the  collecflion,  his  work  had  been  much 
more  worthy  of  the  public  eye.  He  has, 
however,  feized  the  ground,  and  when 
thefe  new  materials  fhall  appear,  he  will 
employ  them  to  advantage;  and,  both  by 
his  arrangement,  and  by  the  peculiar  graces 
of  his  ftile,  confirm  the  reputation  his 
former  writings  have  acquired  for  him; 
and,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreiTion, 
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put  the  lafl  finifh  to  the  temple  of  his 
fame. 

When  I  was  about  to  leave  Madrid,  I 
addrelTed  myfelf  to  my  old  friend  Canofa, 
and,  in  a  laughing  way,  defircd  that  he 
would  procure  me  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion for  the  fouthern  provinces.  He  at  once 
promifed  that  I  fliould  have  them ;  but,  not 
fatisfied  with  this  mode  of  application,  I 
defired  Mr.  Liilon  to  beg  from  count  Flo- 
rida Blanca  a  letter  for  Murcia,  the  place  of 
his  nativity.  The  count  obligingly  enquir- 
ed, what  route  I  meant  to  take  ?  and,  in  a 
few  days,  fent  me  letters  to  all  the  gover- 
nors of  provinces,  and  to  fome  principal 
perfon  in  every  city,  through  which  I  was 
to  pafs. 

Nothing  then  remained,  but  to  form  a 
party,  and  to  hire  a  carriage  for  the  jour- 
ney. 

In  the  mean  time  I  procured  proper  palT- 
ports,  one  from  the  minifter,  another  from 
count  Campomanes,  and  a  third  from  my 
valuable  friend  Efcarano.  The  firfl;  was 
for  the  fake  of  form  ;  but  the  two  latter 
might  be  of  the  moil  eflential  fervice,  and 
were  actually  ufeful  to  me  on  feveral  occa- 
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ftons.  I  likewlfe  got  myfelf  Introduced  to 
the  inquifitor-general,  not  merely  to  fatisfy 
a  natural  curiofity,  but  that,  in  cafe  I  (liould 
ftand  in  need  of  his  protedtion,  my  name 
might  not  be  altogether  unknown  to  him. 

Having  adjufted  all  matters  for  my  jour- 
ney, previous  to  my  departure,  I  enquired 
into  the  prices  of  provifions  at  Madrid,  and 
found  them  to  be  as  follow  : 

Bread,  61  quarts  ^^r  pound  of  i6  ounces ; 

Beef,   -    14  ditto     ditto; 

Mutton,  15  ditto     ditto. 
A  quart  is  i±  of  a  penny,  or  a  fmall  fradllon 
more  than  a  farthing.     Eight  quarts  are 
equal  to  2 1  pence  English. 
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JOURNEY 


FROM 

MADRID    TO    SEVILLE. 

15th  February,  I787. 

TTTHEN  the  day  for  our  departure 
VV  was  arrived,  we  entered  our  coche 
de  colleras,  drawn  by  feven  mules,  and, 
paffing  through  Valdemoro,  came  to  Aran- 
juez  in  the  evening. 

At  Valdemoro,  a  town  containing  one 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty -eight 
fouls,  with  two  convents,  we  found  a  royal 
manufadlory  of  ftockings,  lately  eflablifhed 
by  the  minifler  of  finance,  to  honour  the 
place  of  his  nativity.  The  frames  are  about 
one  hundred,  not  all  as  yet  employed.  The 
/lockings  are  very  weak,  and  badly  woven  j 

the 


the  worfted  is  only  of  two  threads,  and  not 
well  fpun.  In  this  manufadiure,  a  good 
hand  will  earn  twelve  reals>  or  about  2  s.  47^. 
ptT  day. 

As  the  country  was  not  new  to  me,  my 
attention  was  chiefly  occupied  in  reading 
my  companions.  With  one  of  them,  M. 
Seguier,  a  French  captain  in  the  Spanifli 
fervice,  I  was  well  acquainted,  having  met 
him  often  at  the  dukes  de  la  Vauguion  and- 
Berwick.  The  two  others  were  Colonel 
Davila,  a  native  Spaniard,  lately  from  Mexi- 
co, and  a  naval  officer;  the  former  going  to 
Malaga,  the  latter  to  Cadiz.  As  thefe  gen- 
tlemen had  often  travelled  the  fame  road, 
they,  knew  where  to  lay  in  provilions,  and 
where  to  procure  good  v/ine ;  confequently 
we  wanted  nothing  that  money  could  pro- 
cure. 

The  inn  at  Aranjuez  is  upon  a  large  fcale, 
making  forty-four  beds,  all  very  clean  and 
comfortable.  It  is  royal  property,  and  the 
king  receives  from  it  a  rent  of  fifty-four 
thoufand  reals,  or  £.  540  per  annum* 

The  next  day  we  palf^d  through  Ocana^ 
a  confiderable  city,  two  leagues  from  Aran- 
juez, and  nine  from  Madrid.     It  compre- 
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hends  four  pariflies,  containing  four  thoa- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-fix  fouls,  and 
fupports  ten  convents.  As  it  was  too  early 
to  think  of  reft,  we  proceeded  four  leagues 
further,  to  La  Guardia ;  and  although  it  is 
not  the  ufual  ftage,  we  found  good  accom- 
modations. All  the  way  from  Madrid,  the 
countiy  is  tolerably  level,  the  foil  is  fandy, 
the  rock  is  gypfum,  the  produce  chiefly  corn, 
with  fome  vines  and  olives.  Here,  in  the 
famous  country  of  La  Mancha,  we  natu- 
,  rally  looked  out  for  wind-mills,  which,  as 
they  have  no  ftreams  to  grind  their  corn, 
we  faw,  as  we  expe(5ted,  in  the  vicinity  of 
every  village.  They  have  no  oxen  5  and 
nothing  but  mules,  or  alTes,  arc  ufed  for  all 
the  purpofes  of  hufbandry. 

La  Guardia  was  formerly  a  pL-Ce  of 
ftrength,  and  v/as  long  defended  by  the- 
Moors  ',  but  now  it  appears  to  be  verging 
to  decay.  It  reckons  ftill  about  one  thou- 
fand  families,  confifting,  according  to  the 
returns  to  government,  of  three  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  perfons  ;  but, 
in  fail,  they  have  more  than  three  thoufand 
who  receive  the  facramcnt,  and  about  eight 
hundred  children  under  the  communicating 
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age.  They  have  no  manufadure  except  falt- 
pecre,  and  that  is  not  confiderable  :  hence 
their  poverty  and  vvretcliednefs.  Their 
lands  are  divided  into  fmali  allotments,  but 
the  chief  proprietor  is  Don  Diego  de  Plata. 
The  rents  are  paid  in  corn. 

The  church  is  a  very  handfome  well- 
proportioned  building  3  the  altars  moftly 
new,  and  limple.  In  one  chapel  are  many 
good  pictures  by  Angelus  Nardi. 

They  have  no  beef.  Mutton  is  twelve 
quarts,  bread  five  quarts  the  pound  of  lix-* 
teen  ounces. 

After  dinner  we  proceeded  two  leagues 
to  fleep  at  'Tembiique,  a  town  of  about  two 
thoufand  families,  but  reckoned  to  contain 
only  four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen fouls,  with  one  parifh-church,  one  cha- 
pel, and  one  convent.  The  moft  remark- 
able thing  here  is  a  manufacture  of  faltpetre, 
in  which  are  employed  forty  men  in  winter, 
fixty  in  fummer,  making  fix  thoufind  arro- 
bas  every  year.  I  found  the  manager  more 
than  commonly  intellio^ent.  He  told  me. 
that  the  expences,  notwithjdanding  the  moil 
rigid  economy,  amounted  to  fix  hundred 
thoufand  reals  ;  that  is,  to  about  four  reals, 
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Of  nearly  9^^.  per  pound,  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  this  ftatement,  the  labour  coils  no 
more  than  one  penny;  fo  that  the  other 
eight  pence  halfpenny  is  for  fevvel,  fur- 
naces, management,  intereft  of  capital,  and 
other  incidental  charges.  Should  we  carry 
this  calculation  with  us  to  Madrid,  how 
much  beyond  what  I  have  already  ftated 
will  appear  to  be  the  lofs  on  thofe  exten- 
live  works,  where  fewel  is  fo  fcarce. 

He  informed  me,  that  he  collected  all 
his  earth  from  fpots  of  ground,  on  which 
animal  and  vegetable  fubflances  had  lain  in 
a  ftate  of  putrefadion. 

On  Saturday,  February  17th,  v/e  pafTed 
through  CamunaSy  a  miferable  village  con- 
taining about  three  hundred  cottages,  to 
las  Veritas  de  Puerto  Lapiche^  having  in 
thefe  three  iail  days  travelled  two  and 
twenty  leagues. 

The  country  is  flat,  and  the  view  ,to  the 
north  extenfive ;  but  before  we  reached  las 
Ventas,  we  had  lofc  light  of  the  fnowy 
mountains  which  feparate  the  two  Caf- 
tilies.  Under  favourable  circumftances  of 
air  and  elevation,  I  think  they  mufl  be  i^^n 
more  than  a  hundred  miles.     The  foil  is  a 
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loofe  fand  of  quartz,  and  the  rock  is  gra- 
nite. It  is  ploughed  with  two  alles  or  two 
mules;  and  wherever  it  is  watered  by  no- 
rias,  produces  plenty  of  corn.  The  wine 
is  excellent,  and  in  great  abundance.  The 
village  of  Lapiche  is  wretched  j  and  the^ 
people  appear  half  ftarved,  although  their 
crops  can  never  be  difappointed  by  the 
want  of  rain,  for  in  the  fpace  of  about 
fixty  acres,  1  counted  more  than  thirty 
norias. 

The  Venta  is  in  the  old  Spanidi  ftile.  It 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  and, 
independent  of  a  communicating  flied,  or 
penthoufe,  not  more  than  ten  feet  wide. 
At  one  end  is  a  chimney,  by  way  of  kitch- 
en, ten  feet  fquare,  with  an  hearth  in  the 
middle,  furrounded  on  three  fides  by  a 
bench,  upon  v/hich  the  muletiers  fit  by 
day^  and  lie  dov/n  to  fleep  by  night  j  but 
open  to  the  long  range  of  ftahies,  that 
with  primitive  iimplicity,  under  one  hofpi- 
table  roof. 


Tgnemque  Lamtmque 


Et  pecus  et  dominos  communi  ci.'.udtret  umbra. 

Juvenal. 

There  is,  adjoining  to  this,  a  court  yard, 
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with  a  well  m  the  middle  of  it,  and  at  one 
end  a  penthoufe  for  carts  and  cojches. 
The  bed- room  is  over  the  /labie,  and,  ac- 
cording ro  cuflom,  all  night  long  we  heard, 
or  might  have  heard,  the  tinkling  bells  on 
the  heads  of  our  mules,  at  leafl  as  long  as 
they  were  feeding. 

Before  we  went  to  refl,  we  entered  into 
treaty  with  the  curate  for  early  mafs.  He 
flood  for  fixteen  reals  ^  but  at  lail,  on  clofing 
the  bareain,  he  agreed  for  ei^ht.  Had  he 
perfifled  la  his  demand,  we  niuft  have  com- 
plied with  it;  becaufe,  to  hear  mafs  on 
holidays  in  a  catholic  country,  is  indiipenf- 
able,  and  it  would  not  have  been  conveni- 
ent for  us  to  flop  upon  the  road. 

From  las  Ventas  v\^e  defcended  into  an 
extenlive  plain,  bounded  by  high  hills  on 
every  fide,  producing  olives  and  corn,  with 
faffron.  At  ihe  end  of  eight  leagues,  we 
came  to  Manzanares.  All  the  travellers  ov\ 
this  road  were  well  ar-iied ;  and  three  mo- 
numental croilcs  proved  that  their  fears 
were  not  ill  founded,  ^t  was  Sunday,  yet 
many  ploughs  were  working.  Their  crops 
are  v/ateied  by  numerous  norias, 

Manzanares  has  one  thoufand  eight  hun^ 
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dred  families,  fix  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fixty-eight  fouls.  The  houfcs  are  built 
with  mud,  and  the  poor  are  almoft  naked. 
In  the  church  we  faw  four  good  pidures. 

The  Caillc,  with  a   confiderable  eftate 
and  the  tithes,  all  belong  to   the   knights 
of  Calatrava,  and  are  held  by   the  infant 
don  Antonio,  yielding  him  a   revenue  of 
thirty  thoufand  ducats,  or  X- 32^95  P^^  ^"* 
num.     We  examined  the  premifes,  viewed 
the  extenfive  granaries,  and  tailed  the  rich 
variety  of  wines.    The  fteward  was  fending 
fome  to  court,  for  the  table  of  the  infant, 
which  appeared  to  me,  without  exception, 
the  beft  in  Spain:  it  had  the  flavour  of  the 
richefl   burgundy,  with   the   flrength  and 
body  of  the  mofl   generous    port.     After 
praifmg  this  wine,  and  thanking  the  stew- 
ard for  his  civihties,  we  purfued  our  walk 
till  the  clofe  of  day;  v/hen,  at  our  return  to 
the  pofada,  we  had  the  happinefs  of  find- 
ing more  than  three   gallons  of  this  wine 
lodged  there,  and   already  depofited  in  our 
botas^  or  leather  bottles,   for  the  journey. 
Unfortunately,  the  two  coachmen  foon  dif- 
covered    its    peculiar   excellence,    and,    by 
their   afiiftance,  we   finifhed   in   one   day, 
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what  I  had  perluaded  myfelf  would  fervc 
us  three. 

Th."  poiada  is  more  comfortable,  and  upon 
a  larger  fcale  than  common,  with  two  and 
thirty  beds,  all  upon  the  ground  floor.  The 
building  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
feet  long,  by  thirty -fix  or  forty  wide, 
with  one  long  range  through  the  middle 
for  coach-houfe  and  flable,  trom  which  the 
kiichen  is  fcarcely  ftparated  by  a  partial 
fkreen.  The  bed-rooms  to  the  right  and 
left,  are  about  fixteen  feet  by  fourteen, 
each  after  the  Spanifli  fafhion,  furniflied 
with  four  beds. 

On  Monday,  19th  February,  we  left 
Manzanares  early  in  the  morning,  paffing 
through  a  level  country  to  Valdepenas,  at 
the  diilance  of  four  leagues,  to  dinner.  The 
foil  is  fand  with  gravel,  producing  fome 
olives  and  much  wine,  but  moftly  corn. 
The  norias  .are  well  conftruded,  with  the 
great  wheel  of  iron  inftead  of  wood. 

The  rock  is  fchift. 

In  the  way  we  pafTed  two  monumental 
crofles. 

VaUepenas  is  famous  for  good  wine, 
which    is    fent    chiefly   to    Madrid;    but 
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whenever  the  navigation  fliall  be  opened, 
as  propofed,  to  Seville,  this,  v^dth  many- 
other  curious  wines,  the  produce  of  La 
Mancha,  will  find  its  way  to  England,  and 
will  be  in  great  requeft.  In  this  town  are 
feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-one 
fouls. 

From  hence  we  pafled  through  Santa 
Cruz,  and  then  began  to  afcend  among 
rough  uncultivated  hills,  till  we  took  up 
our  lodging  at  La  Conception  de  AlmuradieL 
This  little  village,  of  thirty-fix  families,  is 
the  firfi:  we  meet  with  in  the  new  fettle- 
ments  of  the  Sierra  Morena.  It  was  built 
A.  D.  1781. 

The  inn  farrounds  a  court  yard  of  ninety 
feet  by  fifty,  with  a  coach-houfe  adjoining, 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  by  forty,  and 
has  flables  in  proportion.  The  rooms  are 
well  fitted  up,  each  with  a  chimney,  and 
two  alcoves  for  beds.  Above  thefe  are  the 
apartments  of  the  adminiftrator,  his  deputy, 
and  his  fervants;  with  extenfive  granaries, 
and  a  corridor,  forming  a  communication 
around  it.  Every  thing  here  is  upon  the 
king's  account,  and,  of  courfe,  little  atten- 
tion 
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tion  is  paid  to  travellers.  They  gave  me, 
for  the  firil:  time  in  Spain,  dirty  Iheets; 
but,  after  fome  remonftrances,  the  admini- 
ilrator  lent  me  a  clean  pair  of  his  own. 

Every  fettler  has  ninety  fanegas  of  land 
in  emphitenjisy  or  as  a  copyhold,  paying  only     ^ 
the  tithes  to  the  king,  and  twelve  quartos, 
or  about  three  pence  acknowledgment  for 
the  houfe. 

Bread  fells  for  eight  quartos  and  an  half 
a  pound. 

Ram  mutton,  ten  quartos. 
Beef  they  have  none. 
Wine   is    two  quartos  the  quartiilo,  or 
about  four  pence  fterling  the  gallon. 

Santa  'Elena  is  peopled  chiefly  with  Ger-  si 
mans.  In  the  vicinitv  we  met  with  nume- 
rous  cottages,  not  colleded  together,  but 
fcattered  over  the  countiy,  according  to  the 
plan  recommended  by  the  Abbe  Raynal; 
but  they  foon  difcovered,  what  in  this  in- 
flance  he  feems  to  have  overlooked,  that 
man  is  happier  in  fociety,  and  therefore 
gave  up  this  mode  of  iettlement  for  vil- 
lages. 

The  country  is  highly  cultivated ^  yet  fo 
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many  trees  are  left,  that  the  whole,  at  a 
little    alliance,   appears   like   an    extenfive 
forefl. 

They  plough  with  cows,  and  make  dif- 
patch. 

In  one  cottage  we  faw  tame  partridges. 
Thefe  are  trained,  like  decoy  ducks,  to 
colled:  others. 

In  the  higher  regions  of  the  Sierra  we 
find  the  granite;  but,  as  we  defcend,  the 
fchift  again  appears,  with  limeftone  and 
gypfum. 

At  noon  we  came  to  Carolina,  the  capi- 
tal of  tliefe  new  fettlements. 

Thf;ir  founder,  D.  Pablo  de  Ola  vide,  is  a 
native  of  Peru,  who,  being  protected  by 
count  d  Aranda,  was  made  at  firfl  fyndic  of 
Ma.Jrid,  and  afterwards  ajfifientc  de  Scvilla. 
Whiilt  in  this  employment,  he  conceived 
the  idea  of  introducing  agriculture  and  arts 
in  the  deferted  mountains  of  the  Sierra, 
where  rapine  and  violence  had  for  ages  v 
eftablifhed  their  dominion.  The  difficulty 
was  to  procure  fettlers.  One  Turrigel,  of 
Bavaria,  contradVed  for  fix  thoufand  huf- 
bandmen;  but,  inftead  of  men  trained  to 
agriculture,  he   brought   only   vagabonds, 
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who  all  either  died  or  were  diiperfed,  witli- 
out  advancing  the  work  for  which,  at  an 
immenfe  cxpence,  they  had  been  brought. 

Settlers  were  then  invited  from  all  parts 
of  Germany,  and,  in  order  to  encourage 
emigration  from  thofe  hives,  every  new 
comer,  on  application,  received  a  lot  of 
land,  a  houfe,  two  cows,  one  als,  five  fheep, 
as  many  goats,  fix  hens  with  a  cock,  one 
pregnant  fow,  a  plough,  and  a  pick-axe, 
with  other  emoluments  of  inferior  value. 
They  begin  with  fifty  fanegas  of  land,  of 
ten  tiioufand  fquare  feet  each  -,  and  when 
they  have  cultivated  thefe,  they  receive 
fifty  more,  free  of  all  rent  for  the  firfi:  ten 
years,  and  after  that  period,  fubjecft  only  to 
the  royal  tithes.  No  proprietor  can  alien- 
ate his  land  to  one  who  is  in  polfeffion  of  a 
lot,  in  order  that  the  farms  may  never  be- 
come either  too  little,  or  too  big.  They 
are  not  permitted  to  fettle,  either  near  to  a 
morafs  or  to  flagnant  water. 

The  foil  about  Carolina  confifts  chiefly 
of  fand;  and  the  rock  is  either  limeftone 
or  gypfum. 

They   produce    olives,    oil,   wine,   filk, 

wheat. 


[    269    ] 

wheat,    barley,    rye,    oats,    peas,    Indian 
wheat,  and  lentils. 

They  have  no  manufadlures,  and  there- 
fore cannot  profitably  employ  all  their  peo- 
ple. Hence  it  is,  that  thefe  new  fettle- 
men  ts  fwarm  with  half  naked  beggars. ! 

The  numbers,  at  prefent  fettled  in  the 
Sierra  Morena,  will  appear  from  the  go- 
vernment returns,  and  are  as  follows :   un- 
married men,  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  eighty-eight ;  unmarried  women,  one 
thouland  feven  hundred  and  twenty-four; 
married   men,   one    thoufand   fix  hundred 
and  twenty;   married  women,  one  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  ninej  widows,  three 
hundred    and    eighteen;    widowers,    two 
hundred  and  nine;   total,   feven   thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fixty-eight.     Of  thefe, 
the   hufbandmen  are   one    thoufand  feven 
hundred  and   eighty-four;    day  labourers, 
four   hundred    and    eleven;    artifans,    one 
hundred  and  feventy-two;  fervants,  three 
hundred  and  fixty-fix;   employed  by   the 
crown,  one  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Confidering;  that  all  thefe  were  afi^cmbled 
and  eflablifhed  in  lefs  than  ten  years,  we 
muft  admire  the  energy  and  zeal  of  Ola- 
vide, 
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vide.  They  have  been  colledled,  at  a  vafl 
expence,  from  diftant  countries,  and  enjoy 
fingular  immunities,  yet  the  colony  is  far 
from  profpering.  The  reafon  of  this  muft 
be  fought  for,  either  in  the  cUmate,  the 
foil,  the  government,  the  morals  of  the 
people,  or  in  the  wa.nl  of  a  market  for  the 
furplus  of  their  produce. 

It  is  allowed  that  no  country,  if  the  cli- 
mate is  unhealthy,  or  if  the  foil  is  barren, 
if  it  wants  corn  and  cattle,  or  if  it  is  defti- 
tute  of  fewel,  can  be  populous ;  but,  in 
the  Sierra,  excepting  tertians,  they  are  fub- 
je6t  to  few  difeafes;  the  foil  is  certainly 
productive  both  in  fruits  and  herbage, 
and  it  abounds  with  wood.  Supposing 
the  government  of  a  country  to  be  either 
weak  or  vicious,  the  peafant  having  no 
certainty  of  protedion  for  his  perfon  and 
for  his  property,  the  moft  fertile  foil, 
no twith Handing  repeated  efforts  to  increafe 
its  population,  will  be  deferted.  Or,  fliould 
the  morals  be  corrupt,  the  people  will 
not  increafe  and  multiply;  the  births 
will  not  fill  up  the  vacancies  made  by 
death;  and,  to  keep  up  the  population, 
emigrants  muft  be  invited  from  more  pro- 
lific 
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lific  nations.  But  neither  is  it  from  thefc 
caufes  that  the  Sierra  languiflies,  becaufe 
the  people  are  felf  governed,  that  is  to  fay, 
five  villages  unite  to  choofe  a  fenate  for  the 
adminiftration,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual^ 
and  as  for  luxury,  with  its  attendant  vices, 
it  is  yet  unknown.  We  muft  refer,  there- 
fore, to  the  want  of  a  market,  for  the  un- 
profperous  condition  of  this  new,  this  fe- 
queftered  colony. 

The  principles,  thus  briefly  flated,  arc 
confirmed  by  the  experience  of  all  nations. 
In  favourable  circumftances,  a  country, 
like  America,  will  double  its  numbers  at 
leafl  every  five  and  twenty  years.  When- 
ever, therefore,  inftead  of  thus  advancing, 
population  is  at  a  ftand,  or  going  back- 
wards, we  may  be  certain  that,  if  fought 
for,  fome  of  the  caufes  above  fuggefted  will 
be  difcovered. 

At  Carolina  we  met  with  comfortable 
rooms  in  a  pofada,  which  is  kept  by  a 
Frenchman,  and  far-ed  fumptuoufly.  It  was 
February  20th,  yet  we  had  cauliflowers 
and  green  peas. 

The  people  in  this  diilridt  being  fubjed: 

to 
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to  agues,  and  to  fuch  intermittents,  as, 
when  negledted,  foon  turn  putrid,  I  looked 
about  for  ftagnant  water,  and  for  marfh 
miafma^  but  I  could  find  none,  and  am 
therefore  fatisficd,  that  thefe  difeafes  may 
arife  from  other  caufes,  befide  thofe  v/hich 
have  been  commonly  affigned. 

Thus  far  the  road  through  the  Sierra  is 
excellent ;  but  all  beyond  is  in  a  flate  of 
nature. 

About  two  leagues  from  Carolina  is 
Giiadarojnajiy  a  village  comprifing  onehun- 
dred  families,  each  polTeiiing  its  fifty  fa- 
negas  of  land.  It  is  fituated  on  a  gentle 
declivity,  by  the  fide  of  a  purling  brook, 
in  a  fertile  fpot,  which  is  chequered  with 
corn  fields  and  little  groves  of  ilex.  The 
diilant  hills  are  beautifully  varied  in  their 
forms,  and  covered  with  wood.  The  foil 
is  fandy,  and  the  trees  are  healthy;  yet 
the  inhabitants  fuffer  much  by  intermittent 
fevers. 

They  have  no  beef.  Mutton  is  feven- 
teen  quarts,  or  four  pence  three  farthings 
the  pound  of  two  and  thirty  ounces ;  and 
bread  is  half  that  price. 

The 
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The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Germans, 
who,  both  by  their  induflry  and  frugality, 
do  credit  to  their  country. 

As  we  increafe  our  diflance  from  this 
little  colony,  we  lofe  fight  of  every  thing 
which  marks  the  rcfidence  of  man  -,  but,  in 
approaching  Baileji,  we  pafs  through  im- 
menfe  plantations  of  the  olive,  belonging, 
with  that  village,  and  a  vaft  extent  of  coun- 
try round  it,  to  the  countefs  of  Penanel.  In. 
the  way  we  fee  LanoS)  with  its  caftle,  fitu- 
ated  on  a  hill,  and  commanding  a  difrant 
profped:.  Having  quitted  Bailen,  we  en- 
tered a  forefl:,  and  at  the  top  of  a  hill  faw 
one  monumental  crofs;  then,  leaving  Zo^ 
guega,  "with  its  convent,  to  the  right,  we 
came  to  the  venta  of  Sequaca;  and  after 
dinner,  fome times  traverling  extenfive  fo- 
rells  of  the  ilex,  at  others  meeting  with 
plantations  of  the  olive,  we  came  to  An^. 
dujar. 

The  rock,  wherever  it  is  laid  bare  by 
torrents,  appears  to  be  hard  granite,  of  dif-^ 
ferent  fpecics,  both  of  the  red  and  of  the 
white. 

Andiijar  is  fituated  in  a  rich  and  highly 
Vol.11.  T  'cul- 
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cultivated  plain.  It  numbers  fix  thoufand 
eight  hundred  families,  five  pariih  churches, 
and  ten  convents,  but  has  no  manufadiure. 
Thecaflile  carries  the  marks  of  great  antiqui- 
ty; it  was  taken  from  the  Moors,  A.  D.  1225, 
by  Ferdinand  III,  furnamed  El  Santo, 

Thurfday,  February  22,  at  five  in  the 
morning,  w^hen  we  left  Andujar,  after  crof- 
iing  the  bridge  over  the  Guadalquivir,  and 
entering  a  plantation  of  olives,  my  compa- 
nions each  cocked  his  piftol,  and  held  it  to 
the  v/indow,  whilfl  a  foldier,  with  his  gun, 
walked  by  our  fide,  and  the  coachmen  were 
charged  inflantly  to  flop,  if  any  one  ap- 
peared. Thefe  precautions,  I  apprehend, 
were  needlefs,  becaufe  it  was  well  known 
that  we  were  armed;  but  as  feveral  rob- 
beries had  been  committed  near  the  city, 
they  thought  it  right  to.  be  upon  their 
guard.  At  break  of  day,  as  we  advanced 
into  a  more  open  country,  our  apprehen- 
fions  vanifhed,  and  the  piftols  were  un- 
cocked, 

All  the  hills  we  crolTed,  bounding  the 
river  to  the  north,  are  covered  with  fmooth, 
round,  liineflone  gravel,  and  fome  flints ; 

but 
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but  in  approaching  to  Del  Carpio,  the 
rock  appears  formed  of  filicious  grit  with 
mica,  evidently  from  decompofed  granite. 

In  De/  Carpio  are  (even  hundred  and 
fifty  houfes,  with  an  old  caftle,  a  poft- 
houfe,  and  a  v/ell  built  pofada. 

As  foon  as  we  arrived,  we  paid  our  re- 
fped:s  to  the  corregidor,  and  fliewed  him 
our  paiTports,  in  order  to  fecure  a  good  re- 
ception at  our  inn.  The  reafon  of  this  pre- 
caution was,  that  one  of  our  companions 
had  formerly  quarrelled  with  the  good  man 
of  the  inn,  and  had  caufed  him  to  be  fent 
to  prifon,  for  attempting  to  flab  him  with 
a  knife.  The  man  kept  out  of  fight,  but 
his  wife  was  determined  to  take  revenge: 
it  was  little  fhe  could  do,  but  all  fhe  could, 
file  did,  to  teflify  her  refentm^nt.  For 
this  purpofe  flie  affigned  us  a  miferable 
room,  with  four  mattrelTcs,  each  occupying 
its  corner,  and  flretched  upon  the  floor. 
Fearing  to  be  devoured  by  fleas,  I  chofe  ra- 
ther to  fleep  in  our  carriage.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night  the  treading  of  a  foot 
awakened  my  attention ;  and,  as  there  was 
a  lamp,  I  looked  out  to  fee  who  was  in 
motion.     My  fituation  rendered  me  inviii- 
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ble,  and  the  light  enabled  me  clearly  to 
difcern  every  thing  that  paiTed.  The  per» 
fon  who  was  moving  was  a  muleteer,  and 
his  objed:  was  to  fee  what  he  could  ileal. 
For  this  purpofe  he  examined  the  kitchen, 
then  vilited  the  paflage  communicating 
with  the  bed-rooms,  and  tried  at  every 
door,  but  finding  them  all  faftened,  he 
came  to  the  coach;  where  feeing  me,  he 
iled  back  into  the  ftable,  and  hid  him- 
felf. 

Piovifions  here  are  cheap.  They  kill  no 
mutton :  beef,  goat,  and  kid,  are  iixteeri 
quarts  a  pound  confifling  ot  thirty -two 
punces. 

The  land  in  the  vicinity  is  rich;  it  be- 
longs chiefly  to  the  dutchefs  of  Alba,  and 
her  corregidor  adminifters  it  for  her :  he 
appears  to  manage  well.  The  plantations 
of  olives  are  extenfive,  and  the  trees  are 
not,  like  thofe  of  the  countefs  of  Penafiel 
round  Bailen,  worn  out  v/ith  age,  but  young 
and  healthy. 

As  we  drew  nigh  to  Cordova,  the  high- 
eft  hills  are  covered  with  flints  and  bowl- 
der ftones,  or  fmooth  tumblers,  of  lime- 
ftone,  filicious  grit,  and  granite  5  and,  as  we 
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approach  the  river,  we  difcover  a  bed  of 
gravel,  of  all  the  above  fpecics,  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet  in  thicknefs. 

Cordova  is  fitiiated   in   a  plain  of  great 
extent,  which  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by 
fwelling  hills  cultivated  to  their  very  fum- 
mits,  and  on  the  north  by  a  chain  of  rug- 
ged mountains,  the  continuation  of  the  Si- 
erra Morena.     Through  the  midft  of  the 
plain  runs  the  Guadalquiver ;  and  the  whole 
country  being  well  wooded,  well  watered, 
and  well    cultivated,    cannot  be   furpalfed 
either  in  riches   or  in   beauty.     Here,  for 
the  firfl:  time  fince  I  left  Barcelona,  I  re- 
joiced to  find  the  fig,  the  orange,  and  the 
palm,  in  great  abundance.     It  is  a  mofl 
enchanting  fpot. 

This  city  contains  thirty-two  thoufand 
fouls,  fourteen  pariihes,  and  forty-four  con-., 
vents. 

The  firfl  thing  I  did  on  my  arrival,  was 
to  prefent  myfelf  before  the  intendant,  with 
my  letter  from  count  Florida  Blanca.  He 
received  me  with  politenefs,  and  prefTed  m.e 
to  prolong  my  flay;  but,  unfortunately,  I 
had  made  engagements,  and  therefore  pro- 
ceeded the  next  day.     All  that  I  could  do 
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was  to  vifit  the  great  church,  and  with 
this  I  was  exceedingly  deUghted.  Its  nu- 
merous pillars,  arranged  in  quincunx,  ap- 
peared like  a  grove  of  faplings;  they  are 
faid  to  be  eight  hundred,  I  had  not 
time  to  count  them,  yet  I  fhould  conceive 
them  to  be  many  more.  It  v^^as  a  mofque. 
The  dimenfions  are  five  hundred  and  teft 
feet,  by  four  hundred  and  twenty. 

I  was  ftruck  with  the  multitude  of  beg- 
gars in  every  flreet;  and,  upon  enquiry, 
foon  found  the  caufe  to  be  the  miftaken 
benevolence  of  the  bifhop,  of  the  canons, 
and  of  the  convents,  in  diftributing  alms 
to  all  who  afk.  The  bifhopric  is  worth 
eighty  thoufand  five  hundred  ducats,  or 
jT.  8,843  pounds  fterling,  per  annum;  out 
of  this  income  the  bilhop  gives  money 
every  day,  alternately,  to  the  men  and  to 
the  women,  and  on  fome  days  he  has  re- 
lieved more  than  {even  thoufand  perfoAs. 
Befides  pecuniary  donations,  he  diftributes 
daily  thirty  fanegas  of  corn  ;  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  more  than  ample  provifion  for 
the  indolent  and  vicious,  many  are  faid  to 
have  periflied  lafl:  year  for  want  of  bread. 

The  chief  difeafes  are  tertians  and  putrid 
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fevers;  thefe  arife  from  the  quantity  of 
cucumbers  and  melons  they  eat,  not  only 
in  the  fummer,  but  early  in  the  fpring. 

Provifions  are,  beef  thirteen  quarts 
the  double  pound,  mutton  fifteen,  pork 
twenty- two,  wine  fix  quarts  the  quartillo, 
or  about  one  fhilling  the  gallon  ;  labourers 
expe(ft  feven  or  eight  reals  a  day,  or,  if  they 
are  vid:ualled,  only  three. 

Cordova  had  the  honour  of  giving  birth 
to  Seneca  and  Lucan  -,  and  when  Abdoul- 
raman,  after  fubduing  the  fouth  of  Spain, 
had  eftablifhed  here  the  feat  of  his  domi- 
nion, (A.  D.  759),  the  fciences,  with  arts 
and  arms,  which  were  every  where  elfe  a- 
bandoned,  took  up  their  refidence,  and 
flourilhed  in  this  city. 

Saturday,  February  24,  at  fix  in  the 
morning,  we  fet  forwards  on  our  journey, 
having  joined  another  coach,  which  was 
going  the  fame  road  with  four  gentlemen 
well  armed.  In  travelling  through  Spain, 
I  have  conftantly  obferved,  that,  wherever 
danger  is  apprehended,  travellers  afibciate, 
and  form  fometimes  confiderable  bodies, 
yet  without  any  communication,  or  verbal 
engagement   for   mutual   defeiace,   or   any 
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other  bond  of  union  befide  their  fears. 
Influenced  by  thefc  alone,  they  unite  their 
forces,  and  make  a  tacit  agreement  to  fup- 
port  each  other,  or  at  leaft,  by  their  num- 
bers, to  intimidate  the  thieves.  One  of  our 
companions,  the  naval  officer,  not  fatisiied 
with  this  reinforcement,  in  addition  to  the 
foldier,  who  attended  our  captain  by  way  of 
a  fervant  and  a  guard,  hired  tv/o  marines. 
Thus  efcorted,  we  proceeded  with  confi- 
dence, yet  with  circumfped:ion ;  thinking 
at  lead  to  have  a  view  of  the  villains  who 
had  been  robbing  on  this  road,  but  happily 
we  faw  nothing  of  them. 

In  traverling  the  downs,  I  obferved  on 
the  fummit  of  the  highefb  hill,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  two  leagues  from  the  Gua- 
dalquivir, the  furface  covered  with  bowlder 
flones,  of  the  lame  fpecies  v/ith  thofe  al- 
ready mentioned  in  the  approach  to  Cor- 
dova. Such  fads  Ihould  be  treafured.in 
the  memory. 

We  came  at  noon  to  Charlottay  a  new 
fettlement,  and  at  prefent  in  its  infancy, 
like  thofe  of  the  Sierra  Morena.  The 
country  is  beautiful,  the  foil  rich,  the  her- 
bage luxuriant,  and  the  oxen  large.    In  the 
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pofada  we  had  a  French  cook,  and  fared 
well.  The  price  of  provifions  is  here,  beef 
eighteen  quarts,  mutton  twenty,  kid  eigh- 
teen, bread  eleven  for  a  pound  of  thirty- 
two  ounces,  wine  ten  quarts  the  quartillo. 

From  hence,  after  dinner,  we  proceeded 
over  the  downs,  admiring  their  extreme 
fertility,  of  which,  in  a  few  cultivated  fpots, 
we  were  able  to  judge  by  the  luxuriant  crops 
of  beans  then  in  full  bloffom ;  thefe  were 
well  hoed.  As  we  approached  Ecija,  the 
face  of  the  country  improved,  cultivation 
appeared  to  be  carried  on  with  fpirit,  the 
oxen  became  remarkable  for  beauty  and  for 
fize,  and  the  plantations  of  olives  fliewed 
the  richnefs  of  the  foil. 

The  rock  is  a  pudding  ftone,  and  there- 
fore, with  the  fmooth  tumblers  above  de- 
fcribed,  prove  to  a  demonflration  that  the 
whole  country  partook  of  the  grand  revo- 
lution, to  which  I  have  fo  frequently  re- 
ferred. 

Ecija  is  eight  leagues  from  Cordova.  It 
is  delightfully  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the^ 
Xenil,  with  pleafant  walks,  ferving,  like 
thofe  of  the  great  cities  in  Spain,  for  the 
evening  refort.     It  contains  twenty-eight 
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thoiifand  one  hundred  and  feventy-fix  fouls, 
and  has  fix  parifli  churches,  eight  chapels, 
twenty  convents,  and  fix  hofpitals. 

The  churches,  built  entirely  of  brick, 
are  fitted  up  in  the  old  tafle,  and  crowded 
with  pillars,  which  are  loaded  with  prepof- 
terous  ornaments,  and  covered  with  gold. 
The  moft  extravagant  of  all  is  the  church 
of  nuejlra  Senora  del  Rofario,  in  the  con- 
vent of  the  Dominicans;  this  may  ferve  as  a 
model  for  the  perfection  of  vitiated  tafte. 

The  Plaza  Mayor  is  a  fine  objed:,  very 
fpacious,  and  much  to  be  admired  for  its 
balconies,  occupying  the  whole  front  of  the 
lioufes. 

When  we  arrived,  we  found  eveiy  one 
eng-ao-ed  in  talkino;  over  a  defeat  which  the 
king's  troops  had  fufFered  the  preceding  day 
from  the  fmugglers,  near  one  hundred  of 
whom,  v/ell  armed,  entering  the  city,  had 
driven  away  the  military,  had  killed  one  man, 
and  had  then,  unmolefted,  fold  their  fnuff 
to  the  inhabitants.  This  violence  w^as  more 
than  ufual,  and  proceeded  from  the  bad 
policy  of  government,  in  raifing  the  price  of 
tobacco  from  thirty  to  forty  reals  the  pound, 
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whilfl  the  illicit  trader  purchafed  the  fame 
commodity  in  Portugal  for  eight.  With 
fuch  encouragement  for  defrauding  the  re- 
venue, it  will  never  be  poflible  to^revent 
this  trade ;  and  whilft  men  have  fuch  power- 
ful inducements  to  violate  the  laws,  no  go- 
vernment, how  ftrenuous  foever  its  exer- 
tions, and  how  cruel  foever  the  punifliment 
inflided  on  offenders,  will  ever  be  able  to 
maintain  a  good  police.  In  Spain,  unlefs 
it  be  accompanied  with  murder,  the  penalty 
for  fmuggling  is  commonly  a  confinement 
for  ftvtn  or  ten  years  to  hard  labour  in  the 
frefidios',  where,  by  communication  with 
profligate  and  hardened  villains,  who  are 
under  fimilar  corredion,  they  are  prepared 
for  the  perpetration  of  the  moft  atrocious 
crimxCSi  and,  thus  qualified,  they  are  turned 
loofe  upon  the  public.  Previous  to  this 
part  of  his  education,  the  fmuggler  feldom 
robs  on  the  highway,  unlefs  when  he  has 
been  plundered,  and  is  diflreffed  for  want  of 
horfes,  of  money,  or  of  arms.  In  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  he  becomes  outrageous,  and  fre- 
quently begins  with  murdering  the  traveller 
Avhom  he  means  to  rob. 

Farmers  in  this  vicinity  rent  dear,  paying 
2  commonly 
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commonly  two  bufliels  of  wheat  and  one 
of  barley  for  every  bulliel  of  their  feed ;  or 
if  they  pay  a  ftipulated  fum  of  money,  it  is 
not  immediately  to  the  land-owner,  but,  as 
under-tenants,  to  rich  land-jobbers  ;  and 
therefore  they  can  expedl  no  moderation. 
Farms,  if  inclofed,  let  much  higher  than 
thofe  which  are  open,  becaufe  the  latter 
are  liable  to  be  kd  by  the  Merino  flieep ; 
whereas,  (iiould  they  enter  the  former,  one- 
fifth  of  the  num.bcr  trefpalnng  would  be 
forfeited.  This,  however,  proves  a  never- 
failing  fource  of  quarrels  and  contentions 
betv/een  the  occupiers  of  land  and  tliofe 
who  may  be  calLd  graziers,  that  is,  the 
proprietors  of  the  Merino  Hock,  who,  un- 
der the  findion  of  a  peculiar  code,  claim 
the  privilege  of  feeding,  not  only  in  the 
common  pailure,  but  even  in  plantations  of 
olives.  I'he  murders  confequcnt  on  thefe 
quarrels  have  been  more  than  two  hundred 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years  ;  and  the  litiga- 
tions have  coil  the  contending  parties  more 
than  the  value,  both  of  their  fheep  and  of 
their  olives.  The  council  of  Caftille  inter- 
fered, in  the  year  1 570,  to  prohibit  this ; 
but  the  great  fheep-mailers  plead  their  pri- 
vilege. 
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vllege,  as  granted  by  the  Mcfla  code,  and 
fupport  their  claim  by  force. 

Throughout  the  whole  province  cf  An- 
dalulia,  cities  and  boroughs  have  immenfe 
pojTeflions,  in  many  inllances  extending  to 
the  dillaiice  of  three  leagues  from  them 
every  way,  including  thus  more  than  two 
hundred  tlioufand  acres,  either  of  Vv^aflc  land, 
or  of  fuch  as  mip-ht  be  cultivated,  if  it  were 
not  too  remote  from  the  habitation  of  the 
farmer.  Of  thefe,  not  one-fourth  part  is 
broken  up  by  the  plough  j  and  that  which 
remains  uncultivated  rather  checks  than 
promotes  the  breed  of  cattle.  In  fliort,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  the  beft  patriots 
in  Spain,  Andalulia  is  ruined  by  high  rents, 
and  by  common  paftures.  [V.  Memorias 
de  la  Sociedad  Economica.  Madrid.) 

Februwiry  25.  At  five  in  the  morning, 
we  left  Ecija,  and  follov/ed  the  Roman 
caufe-^ay  leading  frqm  Cordova  to  Seville, 
till  we  came  to  Carmona.  The  country 
through  which  we  palled  belongs  to  the 
crown,  and  will  be  improved  as  fail  as  emi- 
grants can  be  induced  to  come.  At  prefent 
little  is  cultivated,  and  that  little,  bears  ths 
face  of  wretchednefs,  exhibiting  ruined  cot- 
tages. 
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tages,  and  half-naked  peafants.     Wc  con- 
verfed  with  a  Frenchman,  who  had  been 
here  eighteen  years,  and  during  that  period    ' 
had  been  often  removed  from  his  plantation, 
becaufe,  by  his  diligence  and  ikill,  he  had 
improved  his  allotment,  which  being  given 
to  llovens,  he  was  compelled  to  take  new  „  /^ 
land.    It  is  true  they  always  gave  him  what 
they  confidered  as  an  equivalent,  not  in- 
tending to  injure  him,  but  meaning  only  to 
avail  themlelves  of  his  fuperior  application 
and  abilities ;  yet,  in  the  end,  they  reduced 
him  to  poverty,  and  broke  his  fpirit.  This, 
he  informed  us,  was  no  uncommon  cafe; 
and,  from  the  mifery  every  where  vifible  in 
thefe  new  colonies,  I  am  inclined  to  credit 
his  report. 

The  botanical  produdlions  are  chiefly 
the  ilex,  the  myrtle,  the  gum  ciilus,  the 
lavender,  a  fpecies  of  the  Daphne,  and  a 
plant  called  lentifctis. 

Carmo?m  is  built  on  a  declivity,  looking 
down  upon  a  rich  valley,  which  is  bounded 
by  diftant  hills,  excepting  only  to  the  fouth, 
where  a  wide  opening  gives  paflage  to  the 
Guadalquivir. 

It  contains  twelve  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  eighty. five   fouls,  and  includes  {tve.\\ 

parifli 
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parifh  churches,  with  five  convents  for 
men,  two  for  women,  and  two  hofpitals. 
Here  they  reckon  more  than  a  hundred 
oil-mills. 

As  foon  as  we  arrived,  although  the  fun 
was  fet,  I  took  horles,  ard  went  off  for  Se- 
ville, that  I  might  have  a  comfortable  bed. 
The  diftance  is  fix  leagues,  or  about  twenty 
miles,  and  the  charge  was  one  hundred  and 
twenty  reals,  or  four-and-twenty  Hiillings, 
including  the  licence,  which  muft  always 
be  taken  out  when  you  begin  a  journey 
with  poft  horfes. 

It  being  dark,  I  could  not  fee  the  coun- 
try, but  I  found  that  it  was  level,  that  the 
foil  was  fandy,  and,  by  the  inceffant  croak- 
ing of  frogs,  I  concluded  that  every  ditch 
was  full  of  water. 

At  ten  in  the  evening  I  arrived  at  Se- 
ville, well  contented  with  my  horfes,  hav- 
ing travelled  the  fix  leagues  in  little  more 
than  two  hours.  Indeed,  no  horfes  can 
move  more  pleafantly  than  thofe  of  Anda- 
lufia,  cantering  the  whole  way,  without 
needing  either  whip  or  fpur.  I  took  up 
my  lodging  at  the  pofada  de  la  Baviere,  and 
flept  more  comfortably  than  I  had  done 
fince  we  left  Madrid. 

SEVILLE. 


SEVILLE. 


THE  morning  after  my  arrival  I  ex- 
amined my  letters :  among  the  per- 
fons  of  diflinclion  and  authority  to  whom 
I  was  recommended,  I  judged,  as  an  eccle- 
liaftic,  my  firfl  attention  to  be  due  to  the 
archbifliop,  and  therefore  I  haflened  early 
to  his  palace.  He  received  me  with  po- 
litenefs,  permitted  me  to  kifs  his  ring,  made 
me  {it  down,  and  then, having  readmy  letter, 
he  told  me,  that  as  long  as  I  continued 
at  Seville  I  muft  dine  every  day  with  him, 
unlefs  when  I  fhould  be  more  agreeably  en- 
gaged. After  fome  little  converfation,  he  de- 
lired  to  fee  the  addrefs  of  my  other  letters, 
and  calling  a  page,  he  ordered  that  a  coach 
fhould  be  got  ready,  and  that  one  of  his 
chaplains  fliould  attend  me,  to  deliver  my 
letters,  and  to  fliew  me  every  thing  worthy 

of 
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of  attention  in  the  city.    When  I  hft  lijm, 
he  defired  me  to  come  back  to  dinner,  tell- 
ing me,  that  during  my  iruy,  thit  coach 
would  be  wholly  at  my  fervice.-   Agreeable 
to  this  invitation  I  returned,  and  not  only 
dined  with  him  that  day,  but  almoft  every 
day  during  a  fortnight's  relidence  at  Seville. 
1   was   indeed  often   preffingly  invited    by 
other  families;  but,  as  it  was  the  feafon  of 
lent,  and  as   fiih,   in   Spain,   never  agreed 
with  me,  I  declined  their  invitations.     At 
the  archbifliop's  table  v/ere  many  aged  per- 
fons,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  infirm,  and 
therefore  for  them  were  provided  a  variety 
of  diflies,  fuch  as  others  did. not  feel  them- 
felves  at  liberty  to  touch.    To  this  circum- 
flance  I  reckon  myfelf  indebted  for  return- 
ing health;   becaufe,  for  want  of  cull:om, 
and  in  a  weakly  condition  at  the  time,  I 
fhould  never   have  been  able  to  endure  a 
faft,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  in- 
tervening fabbaths,  is  in  fact,  although  not 
by  precept,  a  faft  of  forty  days. 

The  archbifliop  is  well  lodged,  and  keeps 

a  hofpitable  table.     He  is   quite  the  man 

of  failiion :    his    maiancrs    are    engaging, 

and    his    converfation    lively.       His    ufual 

Vol.  n.  -     U  com- 
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company  at  dinner  was  his  confeiTor,  his 
chaplains,  his  fecretarics,  and  a  few  friends. 
He  was  attended  by  his  pages,  who  are  ge- 
nerally young  men  of  family,  recommended 
to  his  patronage,  and  educated  under  his 
infpection.  The  librarian  fometimes  fat 
down  at  the  table,  at  other  times  waited 
behind  a  chair.  He  was  commonly  my 
guide,  and  with  him  I  vifited  every  corner 
of  the  city. 

Seville  flands  on  the  banks  of  the  Gua- 
dalquivir, in  the  midfl  of  a  rich,  and,  to 
the  eye,  a  boundlefs  plain.  It  is  furrounded 
by  a  wall  of  more  than  a  league  in  circum- 
ference, with  one  hundred  and  feventy-fix 
towers.  Over  one  of  the  gates  is  the  fol- 
lowing infcription : 

Condidic  Alcides,  renovavit  Julius  Urbem, 
Rcilituit  Chriilo  Fernandas  Tertius,  Heros. 

Which,  over  another  gate,  is  thus  tranf- 
lated : 

Hercules  me  edifico 
Julio  Cefar  me  cerco 
De  Muros  y  torres  altas  ; 
Y  el  Rey  fanto  me  gano 


Con  Garci  Perez  de  Vargas. 


The 
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The  llreets  are  narrow,  and  fome  of 
them  fo  contradted,  that  you  may  touch 
both  walls  at  the  fame  time.  Few  are 
wide  enough  for  carriages  -,  and  many, 
through  which  coaches  pafs,  fhew,  by  the 
deep  furrows  in  the  walls,  that  one  nave 
touched,  and  often  both  at  the  fame 
time. 

Seville  is  faid  to  contain  eighty  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fixty-eight  fouls,  and  is 
divided  into  thirty  parifhes.  It  has  eighty- 
four  convents,  with  twenty-four  hofpitals. 

Of  the  public  edifices,  the  firfl  to  de- 
mand attention  is  the  cathedral,  a  build- 
ing of  fmgular  magnificence,  but  admired 
chiefly  for  its  tower,  the  work  of  Giiever, 
the  Moor.  He  made  it  originally  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  feet  high,  but  A.  D.  1568,  it 
was  railed  one  hundred  more,  and  is  there- 
fore, at  prefent,  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet. 
It  has  no  fteps,  nor  are  they  wanted;  becaufe 
the  inclined  plain  is  fo  eafy  of  afcent,  that 
a  horfe  might  trot  from  the  bottom  to  the 
top ;  at  the  fame  time  it  is  fo  fpacious, 
that  two  horfemen  may  ride  abreafl.  On 
the  top  of  this  tower  is  the  Giralda,  or 
large  brazen  image,  which,  v/ith  its  palm- 

IJ  z  branch. 
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branch,  wcig]:is  near  one  ton  and  an  half, 
yet  turns  with  the  ilightefl  variation  of  the 
wind. 

The  dimenfions  of  the  cathedral  are 
four  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  by  two  hun- 
dred and  fixty-three^  and  the  height  is  one 
hundred  and  twenty-lix.  It  was  built  A.  D. 
1401.  It  receives  light  by  fourfcore  v/in- 
dows  with  painted  giafs,  the  work  of  Ar- 
nao,  of  Flanders,  each  of  which  coil  one 
thoufand  ducats.. 

The  treafures  of  this  church  are  inefti- 
mable:  one  altar  is  wiiolly  filver,  with  all 
its  ornaments,  as  are  the  images,  large  as 
life,  of  S.  Isidore  and  S.  Lcander,  and  a 
cuftodia  or  tabernacle  for  the  hoft,  more 
than  four  yards  high,  adorned  with  eight 
and  forty  column Sj  yet  thefe  are  trifling  in 
value,  when  compared  Vv^ith  the  gold  and 
precious  Hones  deppiited  by  the  piety  and 
zeal  of  catholics,  during  the  period  in 
^vhicll  all  the  wealth  of  a  newly- difcovered 
world  flowed  into  this  city.  The  profu- 
fion  of  gold,  of  lilver,  and  of  gems,  would 
be  more  ftriking,  were  not  the  attention 
occupied  and  loft  in  admiration  of  innume- 
i;able  pictures,  the  works  of  thole  Spanidi 
J  m.afters 
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siiaflers  who  flouriflied,  iminediately  after 
the  revival  of  the  art,  in  Seville.  Every 
chapel  preferves  fome  monument  of  their 
fuperior  fkill ;  of  thefe,  the  mpfl  confpi- 
cuous  are  of  Luis  de  Vargas,  and  of  Fr. 
Zurbaran,  but  chiefly  of  Murillo.  By  the 
lafl  is  a  Nativity  in  the  cliapel  of  the 
Conception,  and,  near  the  baptifmal  font, 
S.  Anthony  of  Padua,  with  the  Baptifm  of 
Chrift.  In  the  principal  facrilliy,  are  his 
much-admired  pidures  of  3.  Ifldore,  with 
his  brother  S.  Lcander;  and  in  another  fa- 
crifty,  his  Holy  Family,  with  an  Ecce  ho- 
mo by  Morales.  Tlie  chapter -houfe  is 
wholly  devoted  to  Murillo,  and  the  chapel 
of  S.  Peter  is  given  up  to  Zurbaran.  The 
works  of  Luis  de  Vargas  are  difperfed  in 
various  places ;  but  liis  famous  picfture, 
called  de  la  Gamba,  is  in  a  chapel  near  the 
gate  of  S.  Chriftopher,  and  merits  particu- 
lar attention. 

To  the  cathedral  belongs  a  library  of 
tv/enty  thoufand  volumes,  colleded  by 
Hernando,  fon  to  Chrillobal  Colon,  the 
firft  difcoverer  of  America,  a  man  of  tafhe, 
and  much  admired  in  his  day  for  learn- 
ing. It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  modern  pub- 
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lications  have  not  been  added  to  complete 
what  was  fo  well  begun  by  him. 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  conflruc- 
tion  of  a  new  organ,  containing  five  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  pipes,  v/ith  one  hundred 
and  ten  ftops,  which  latter,  as  the  builder 
told  me,  is  fifty  more  than  are  in  the  fa- 
mous one  of  Harlem;  yet,  fo  ample  are  the 
bellows,  that,  when  ilretched,  they  fupply 
the  full  organ  fifteen  minutes.  The  mode 
of  filling  them  with  air  is  fingular :  inftead 
of  working  with  his  hands,  a  man  walks 
backwards  and  forwards  along  an  inclined 
plain  of  about  fifteen  feet  in  length,  which 
is  balanced  in  the  middle  on  its  axis;  under 
each  end  is  a  pair  of  bellov/s,  of  about  fix 
feet  by  three  and  an  half;  thefe  communi- 
cate with  five  other  pair  united  by  a  bar, 
and  the  latter  are  Co  contrived,  that  when 
they  are  in  danger  of  being  overtrained,  a 
valve  is  lifted  up,  and  gives  them  relief. 
Pafling  ten  times  along  the  inclined  plain 
fills  all  thefe  velTels. 

In  the  cathedral  are  eighty-two  altars, 
at  which  are  faid  daily  five  hundred  mafles. 
The  annual  confumption  is  fifteen  hun- 
dred 
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dred  arrobas  of  wine,  eight  hundred  of  oil, 
and  of  wax  about  one  thouland. 

The  wealth  belonging  to  this  chapter 
may  be  eftimated  by  the  numbers  that  are 
fupported  by  it. 

The  archbiiliop,  with  a  revenue  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  ducats  j  or,  in  flerling, 
nearly  thirty -three  thoufand  pounds  a 
year. 

Eleven  dignitaries,  who  wear  the  mitre 
on  high  feilivals,  amply,  but  not  equally, 
provided  for. 

Forty  canons  of  forty  thoufand  reals,  or 
about  four  hundred  pounds  each,  per  an- 
num. 

Twenty  prebendaries,  with  an  income  of 
thirty  thoufand  reals  each. 

Twenty-one  minor  canons,  at  twenty 
thoufand  reals  each. 

Befide  thefe,  they  have  twenty  chanters, 
called  Veinteneros,  with  three  affiftants, 
called  Sochantres,  two  beadles,  one  mafter 
of  the  ceremonies,  with  a  deputy,  three  at- 
tendants to  call  the  roll  and  mark  the  ab- 
fentees,  thirty-fix  boys  for  finging  and  for 
the  fervice  of  the  altar,  with  their  redor, 
vice  redlor,  and  mulic  maflers  j   nineteen 

U  4  chap- 
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ch.iplains,  four  cjrates,  four  confeirors, 
twenty-three  muficians,  and  four  fupernu- 
meraries;  in  all,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
five. 

Many  of  the  convents  are  remarkable  for 
the  beauty  of  their  architecture 3  but,  in 
Seville,  the  eye  covets  only  pictures,  and 
amidfl  the  profufion  of  thefe,  it  overlooks 
v/orks,  which,  in  ether  ntuaticns,  would  ri- 
vet the  attention,  and  every  where  fixes  on 
the  pencil  of  Murillo.  His  mofh  famous 
performances  are  in  the  Hofpital  de  la  Ca- 
ridad,  and,  fuited  to  the  inititution,  exprefs 
fome  adt  of  charity;  fuch  as,  the  miracle  of 
the  Loaves  and  fiihes;  the  Smiting  of  the 
Rock  in  Horeb;  the  Pool  of  Bethefda;  the 
Reception  of  the  returning  Prodigal;  Abra- 
ham addrelTmg  the  three  angeis,  and  pref- 
fino-  them  to  enter  his  habitation  j  the  De- 
liverance  of  Peter  from  the  Prifon ;  and 
Charity,  in  the  perfon  of  Elizabeth,  wash- 
ing the  wounds  and  curing  the  difeafes  of 
the  pcor.  Befide  thefe,  in  the  fame  hofpi- 
tal,  is  the  Annunciation  of  the  bleiTed  Vir- 
gin; and  two  little  pictures,  the  one  of  the 
infant  Jefus,  the  other  of  John. 

The  church  of  the  Capuchins  is  richly 

furniihed 
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furnillied  with  his  works;  and,  although  in 
thefe  the  compoiition  is  more  fimple  than 
in  the  former,  yet  they  may  be  coniidered  as 
fome  of  the  befl  of  his  productions.  Ele- 
ven of  his  picfturcs  are  to  be  fcen  in  a  cha- 
pel called  de  la  vera  Cruz,  belonging  to  the 
Francifcans.  Thefe  do  much  credit  to  his 
pencil;  and,  not  inferior  to  them,  are  many 
preferved  in  other  convents;  fuch  as,  an 
Ecce  homo,  and  the  blelled  Virgin,  with 
the  infant  Jefus,  in  the  church  of  the  Car- 
melites; the  Flight  into  Eg;rpt,  in  that  of 
la  Merced  Calzada ;  a  rich  varicry  of  fub- 
iects  in  S.  Maria  de  la  blanca;  and  S.  Au- 
guflin  writing,  with  S.  Thomas  of  \'"illan- 
neva,  ftripping  himfelf  to  clothe  the  poor, 
in  the  convent  of  the  Auguflin  friars,  near 
the  gate  of  Carmona.  In  my  opinion,  the 
moil  mafterlv  of  all  his  works  is  in  the  re- 
fetflory  of  an  hofpital  deiigned  for  the  re- 
ception of  fuperannuated  priefls.  It  repre- 
fents  an  angel  holding  a  baiket  to  the  in- 
fant Jefus,  who.  Handing  on  his  mother's 
lap,  takes  bread  from  it  to  feed  three  vene- 
rable priefts;  no  reprefentation  ever  ap- 
proached nearer  to  real  life,  nor  is  it  polli- 
ble  to  fee  more  cxprefiion  than  glows  upon 

that 
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that  canvafs.  In  the  parochial  church  of 
Santa  Cruz,  are  two  pictures  in  a  fuperior 
iiihy  a  Stabat  Mater  dolarofa,  which  excels 
in  grace  and  foftnefs;  and  the  famous  De- 
fcent  from  the  Crofs,  of  Pedro  de  Campaha, 
which  Murillo  was  accuftomed  daily  to  ad- 
mire, and  oppolite  to  which,  by  his  own 
dire<^ions,  he  was  buried. 

This  great  painter  was  born  A.  D.  i6i^, 
and  died  in  1682. 

His  name  flands  high  in  Europe;  but  to 
form  an -adequate  idea  of  his  excellence, 
every  convent  fliould  be  vifited,  w^here  he 
depolited  the  monuments   of  his   fuperior 

ikill. 

In  exa(5lnefs  of  imitation  he  was  equalled. 
In  clara  obfcuro,  and  in  refieded  lights,  he 
was-  furpaifed  by  Velazquez ;  but  not  one 
of  ail  the'  Spanifh  artifts  went  beyond  him 
in  tendernefs  and  foftnefs. 

In  vifi-ting  the  convents,  and  in  viewing 
their  pidures,.!  had  the  happinefs  to  have 
for  my  guide  D.  Francifco  de  Bruna,  a 
gentleman  diftinguifhed  for  his  judgment 
and  his  tafle,  who  had  iludied  the  peculiar 
excellence  of  every  mafter,  and  was  per- 
fedly  acquainted  with  tlie  merit  of  each 

work. 
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work.  He  has  himfelf  a  well-difpofed  col- 
ledion  of  the  beft  Spanilh  pointers,  natives 
of  Seville,  or  educated  there  ;  fuch  as,  Luis 
de  Vargas,  Velazquez,  Zurbaran,  Valdez, 
and  Murillo,  belide  many  of  the  Italian 
and  of  the  Flemifli  fchools. 

The  houfe  in  which  they  arc  depolitcd, 
and  in  which  he  lives,  was  once  the  refidence 
of  Moorifli  kings,  and,  as  fuch,  was  called 
Alcazar.  It  is  an  irregular  building,  but 
commodious  and  pleafantly  fituated,  com- 
prifing  many  large  and  well-proportioned 
rooms.  But,  as  it  is  fufficiently  defcribed 
by  travellers,  I  flia41  not  add  to  their  de- 
fcriptions.  The  garden  is  fingular,  and, 
having  retained  its  priftine  form,  it  is  meant 
to  ferve  as  a  model  of  the  Moorifli  tafle. 
It  is  laid  out  in  alleys,  with  clipped  myrtle 
hedges,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  parterres 
are  fingle  trees  cut  into  the  form  of  warri- 
ors, with  fpikcd  clubs.  Its  principal  fruits 
are  oranges  and  lemons.  The  whole  of  this 
pleafure-garden,' together  with  the  palace 
and  the  court-yard,  is  furrounded  by  a 
llrong  rampart,  communicating  with,  but 
much  higher  than,  the  city  wallj  and  be- 
yond this  is  an  orange -grove  of  confidera- 

ble 
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ble  extent.     For  the  winter  and  for  the 
fpring,  there  cannot  be  a  more  delightful 
refidence. 

In  fpeaking  of  pictures,  I  have  confined 
rnyfelf  chiefly  to  Murillo,  becaufe  of  his 
fuperior  excellence,  and  becaufe  Seville,  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  may  be  confidered  as 
the  principal  depofitory  of  his  worlc.  But 
although  eminent,  he  by  no  means  flands 
alone.  This  once  famous  fchool,  in  which 
the  art  revived  at  the  beginning  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  has  produced  a  multitude 
of  good  painters.  Among  thefe,  fland  fore- 
moil  Luis  de  Vargas,  Velazquez,  Herrera, 
Roebs,  Zurbaran,  Francifco  Pacheco,  and 
Vaidez,  with  many  others  univerfaily  ad- 
mired. 

The  works  of  thefe  great  maiicrs,  and  of 
varicu5^  foreigners,  as  well  as  of  native  Spa- 
niards, are  to  be  m.et  with,  not  only  in  the 
churches,  but  in  the  houfes  of  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants.  Among  thefe,  I  viiited  the 
coileiTcions  of  the  marquis  of  Mofcofo,  of 
D.  Pedro  de  Callro,  and  of  D.  Donato  de 
Arenzana.  In  the  polfeilion  of  the  latter 
is,  perhaps,  the  mod  perfedt  reprefentation 
that  was  ever  painted  upon  canvafs :   it  is  a 

lamb. 


lamb,  by  Zurbaran,  with  which  Velazquez 
was  fo  much  ftruck,  that  he  took  the  pains 
to  copy  it.  This  I  had  {cen  in  the  poiTef- 
lion  of  D.  Fr.  de  Bruna;  but  when  I  iiad 
viewed  the  original,  the  copy,  much  as  I 
had  before  admired  it,  funk  in  my  eftima- 
tion.  D.  Donato  has,  befide  this,  a  eood 
head  by  Morales,  a  Conception  by  Guido, 
a  mofl  incomparable  portrait  of  S.  Ignatius 
Loyola  by  Care  no;  the  Defcent  from  the 
Crofs  by  Luis  de  Vargas,  and  the  Death  of 
Abel  by  Bobadilla. 

Of  the  convents,  that  which  is  upon  ths 
mofl  extenfive  fcale  belongs  to  the  Francif- 
cans.  It  contains  fifteen  cloifters,  many  of 
which  are  elegant  and  fpacious,  with  apart- 
ments for  tvv'o  hundred  m.onks;  but  at  pre- 
fent  they  have  only  one  hundred  and  forty  in 
their  community.  Thefe,  like  all  of  their  or- 
der, are  fed  by  charity,  and  are  much  favour- 
ed by  the  people.  Their  annual  expenditure 
is  more  than  four  hundred  thoufand  reals, 
or  in  flerling  about  four  thoufand  pounds, 
amounting  to  twenty-eight  pounds  eleven 
fliillings  and  five  pence  for  each.  But  then 
out  of  this  mufl  be  deducted  the  expence 
of  wine,  oil,  and  wax,  with  the  alms  dif- 
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tributed  daily  to  the  poor,  which  all  toge- 
ther is  coniiderable. 

Not  one  of  the  convents  is  equally  fre* 
quentcd  as  this,  more  efpecially  during  the 
forty  days  of  Lent.     In  the  principal  cloif- 
ter,  which  is  intirely  inclofed  by  a  multi- 
tude of  little  chapels,  are  reprefented,  in 
fourteen  pictures,  each  called  2l  Jlation^  all 
the  fufterings  of  the  Redeemer.     Thefe  are 
fo  arranged  as  to  mark  given  diftances  by 
walking  round  the  cloifter  from  the  firft  to 
the  fecond,  and   fo  in  order   to   the  reft. 
Over  them   is  mentioned   the   number  of 
fteps  taken  by  our  Lord  between  the  feve- 
ral  incidents  of  his  pafTion  in   his  way  to 
Calvary,  and  thefe  precifely  are  the  paces 
meafured  for  the  penitents  in  their  progrefs 
from  one  ftation  to  another.     Over  one  is 
the   follovv^ing  infcription :  "  This  ftation 
"  confifts  of  1,087  fteps.     Here  the  bleffed 
"  Redeemer  fell  a  fecond  time  under  the 
"  weieht  of  his  crofs,  and   here  is  to  be 
"  o-ained  the  indulgence  of  izM^n  years  and 
"  forty  quarantines.     Mental  prayer,   the 
«  Patcrnofter  and  the  Ave  Maria."     This 
may  fervc  as  an  example  for  the  reft.     I  ob- 
ierved  men,  women,  and  children,  rich  and 
*  poor. 
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poor,  going  their  rounds,  fom-e  folltary, 
others  in  little  groups,  repeating  aloud  their 
Latin  prayers,  and  kneehng  at  every  ilatioii 
in  regular  fuccelTion. 

Among  all  the  hofpitals  I  was  moii 
pleafed  with  that  of  la  Sangre,  deligned  for 
the  reception  o{  female  patients.  The 
front  is  elegant,  and  the  fculpture  is  muck 
to  be  admired,  more  efpecially  the  three 
figures  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity.  The 
v/ards  are  fpacious,  and  the  whole  is  re- 
markable for  neatnefs. 

Were  I  inclined  to  enlarge  in  my  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  public  buildings,  the  Torre 
del  Oro,  the  Plaza  de  Toros,  the  Aque- 
dudl  with  its  four  hundred  and  ten  arches, 
but  more  efpecially  the  Exchange,  would 
afford  me  ample  (co^q.  The  latter,  planned 
by  Herrera  (A.  D.  1598,)  and  worthy  of 
its  great  archited:,  is  a  quadrangle  of  two 
hundred  feet,  with  a  corridor  or  fpacious 
gallery  round  it,  adorned  with  Ionic  co- 
lumns, and  fapported  by  an  equal  number 
of  Doric. 

The  univerfi ty  was  founded  in  the  year 
1502,  and  foon  rofe  into  confi deration. 
The  name  of  Arias   Montanus,   who  lies 
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buried  at  the  convent  of  S.  Jago,  Is  alone 
fufficient  to  give  celebrity  to  this  fcminary. 
His  tranflation  of  the  holy  Scriptures  will 
be  valued  by  the  learned,  as  long  as  the 
Scriptures  themfelves  fhdl  be  the  objeds 
of  veneration  to  mankind.  The  number 
of  under-graduates  here  is  about  five  hun- 
dred. 

We  meet  at  Seville  with  the  favourite 
inftitutions  of  Count  Campomanes,  his 
academy  for  the  three  noble  arts  of  paint- 
ing, fculpture,  and  architecture,  and  his 
oeconomical  focicty  of  the  friends  of  their 
country.  Both  thefe  have  been  attended 
with  fuccefs,  and  have  given  alliftance  not 
only  to  the  arts,  but  to  agriculture,  to  ma- 
nufactures, and  to  commerce.  About  two 
hundred  pupils  attend  the  former. 

The  principal  manufadiure  is  fnuff.  To 
this  I  paid  particular  attention.  The  edi- 
fice, elegant  and  fimple  in  its  form,  is  about 
fix  hundred  feet  by  four  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  not  lefs  than  fixty  feet  in  height,  v/ith 
four  regular  fronts,  inclofmg  twenty-eight 
quadrangles.  It  coil  thirty-feven  millions 
of  reals,  or  about  three  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand   pounds.     At   prefent,   no   more 

than 
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than  fcvjntcen  hundred  workmen  are  em- 
ployed, and  one  hundred  horfes  or  mules ; 
but  formerly,  three  thoufand  men  were  en- 
gaged, and  near  four  hundred  horfes.     This 
falling  off  is  attributed  to  mifmanagement, 
and  to  the  relu6tance  with  which  they  con- 
fented   to  dcitroy   their   damaged  tobacco. 
They  have  now  changed  this  fyftem ;  and, 
not    many    days    before    my   arrival,    they 
condemned  to  the  flames  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  weight  as  unfit  for  ufe.     Yet  the 
high  price  of  the  commodity  reflrains  the 
file  ;  for,  fince  they  raifed  the  tobacco  from 
thirty  to  forty  reals,  that  is,  from  about  fix 
to  eight  fliiliings  a  pound,  the  demand  has 
gradually  lellened.     From  the  year   1780, 
the  annual  file  has  been,  of  tobacco  from 
Brazil,  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  purchafed  from  the  Portuguefe,  at 
three  reals  a  pound;  and  of  fnuif,  from  the 
produce  of  their  own  colonies,  one  million 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  befide  cigars 
to  a  very  connderable  amount.     They  have 
lying  by  them,  more  than  five  millions  of 
fnuff  unfold ;  but,  as  it  will  not  fuffer  by 
age,  they  are  not  uneafy  at  this  accumula- 
tion. Befide  the  peculiar  kind  of  fnuif,  with 
Vol,  II,  X  which 
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which  Spain  was  accuflomed  to  fupply  the 
market,    they  have    lately   introduced   the 
manufafture  of  rappee.     There  was  a  ne- 
ceffity  for  this,  in  order  to  put  a  ftop  to  an 
illicit  trade  :   whilft  the  king  was  felling  at 
iixty,    and  fometimes  at  fourfcore   reals  a 
pound,  the  fmugglers  fold  the  fame  com- 
modity at  forty,   having   themfelves   pur- 
chafed  it  in  France,   from  the  farmers  of 
tobacco,  at  fifteen  ;  but,  now  that  govern- 
ment fells  good  rappee  at  twenty-four  reals, 
the  fmuggler's  profit  will  not  compenfate 
for  the  rifk.     In  this  branch  alone  are  em- 
ployed, at  prefent,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
people,  old  and  young,  with  fixteen  mules  ; 
but  they  mean  to  pufli  their  trade,  when 
they  can  get  a  fufficient  quantity  of  tobacco, 
and  to  engage  five  times  as  many  hands.  The 
operations  are  fo  numerous  before  the  rap- 
pee is  fit  for  market,  that  they  require  a 
multitude  of  workm.en.     Whilft  fome  are 
employed  to  unbind  the  little  bundles  of 
tobacco,  others  are  occupied  in  picking  the 
leafy  fubftance  from  the  hard  ftems.    Some 
are  engaged  in  dying,  others  either  in  ftrain- 
"ing  and  prefling,  or  in  fpinning  the  leaf  in- 
to ropes,  and  winding  it  up  into  rollers  to 

be 
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be  faggoted  and  prefTcd,  till  a  parcel  of  eigh- 
teen inches  long,  and  tvv^o  and  an  half  inches 
in  diameter,  will  weigh  lix  pounds.  Thefe 
operations  being  finilhed,  it  is  laid  in  heaps 
to  fweat  nine  months ;  after  which,  it  is 
cut  and  fifted,  then  grated,  once  more 
iifted,  and  finally  packed  up  in  caniflers 
for  fale. 

All  the  workmen  depofit  their  cloaks  at 
the  door,  and,  when  they  go  out,  are  fo 
flridly  examined,  that  they  have  little 
chance  of  being  able  to  conceal  tobacco  ; 
yet  they  fometimes  venture  to  hide  it  about 
their  perfons.  An  officer  and  a  guard  is 
always  attending  to  take  delinquents  into 
cuftody  -y  and,  that  they  may  prevent  refift- 
ance,  no  workman  is  permitted  to  enter 
with  a  knife.  Were  it  not  for  this  pre- 
caution, the  confequence  of  a  detediou 
might  be  fatal. 

The  whole  bufinefs  is  conduded  by  a 
director,  with  a  falary  of  forty  thoufand  reals 
a  year,  and  fifty-four  fuperior  ofKcers,  aflift- 
ed  by  as  many  fubordinate  to  them. 

For  grinding  their  fnuff,  they  have  forty 
mills,  each  confillino;  of  a  flone  -  roller, 
moved  by  a  large  horfe,  or  mule,  with  the 
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traces  faftened  to  a  beam  of  eight  feet  in 
length,  in  the  angle  of  forty-five  degrees, 
confequently  lofing  precifely  half  his  force. 
I  endeavoured  to  explain  this  to  the  officer 
^vho  conducted  me  through  the  works,  but 
he  could  not  comprehend  it.  He  is  brother 
to  the  unfortunate  young  woman,  who,  in 
the  year  1774,  at  S.  Lucar,  bled  before  the 
altar,  a  victim  to  the  unhallowed  paiTion 
with  which  her  beauty  had  infpired  the 
prieft.  This  wretch,  whilft  receiving  her 
confeffions,  had  declared  himfelf  her  lover; 
but,  at  laft,  enraged  at  the  obftinate  relift- 
ance  of  a  virtuous  mind,  he  turned  his  back 
upon  the  altar,  where  he  had  been  partaking 
of  the  confecrated  bread,  and  ftabbed  her, 
in  the  prefence  of  her  mother.  For  this 
moft  atrocious  of  all  crimes,  he  was  — 
fhocking  to  relate!  —  fuifered  to  live  in  ba- 
nifhment  at  Porto  Rico. 

The  filk  manufacture  was  formerly  con- 
fiderablc  in  Seville.  When  Ferdinand  III. 
furnamed  el  Santo,  (in  the  year  1248)  en- 
tered the  city,  he  found,  as  it  is  faid,  fix  teen 
thoufand  looms,  which  employed  a  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  perfons;  and  fuch 
was  the  population  of  the  city,  that  the 
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Moors,  who  left  it  when  It  was  furrendered 
to  the  Chriftians,  were  four  hundred  thou- 
fand,  befide  multitudes  who  died  during  a 
fixteen  months  fiege,  and  many  who  re- 
mained  after    their    fellow    citizens   were 


gone. 


Alfonzo,  furnamed  el  Sabio,  feeing  the 
importance  of  this  manufadture,  gave  it 
every  poffible  encouragement;  and,  trade 
being  chiefly  confined  to  Seville,  on  the 
firft  difcovery  of  America,  (A.  D.  15 19,) 
they  once  more  reckoned  fixteen  thoufand 
looms;  but  the  millones,  impofed  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Philip  11.  to  de- 
fray the  expence  of  his  wars,  gave  a  Ihock 
to  commerce,  and  the  frequent  alteration 
in  the  relative  value  of  their  money,  with 
the  expulfion  of  the  Moors,  almoft  ruined 
this  once  wealthy  city.  Added  to  this,  in  the 
year  1649  more  than  two  hundred  thou- 
fand perfons  died  of  an  epidemical  difeafe 
in  Spain.  In  confequence  of  thefe  misfor- 
tunes, (A.  D.  1655,)  there  remained  only 
lixty  looms  in  Seville.  After  the  accellion 
of  a  new  family,  the  weavers  amounted 
(A.  D.  171  3,)  to  four  hundred  and  five : 
but  in  the  year  1721,  the  farmers  of  the 
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tax  on  filk  having  collected  with  rigour 
the  fourteen  per  cent,  for  the  alcavala  and 
cientos,  they  not  only  ruined  the  manufac- 
ture, but  reduced  the  revenue  Irom  eight 
hundred  tnoufand  reals  to  lefs  than  fixteen 
thoufand.  PhiHp,  however,  giving  atten- 
tion to  this  important  buiinefs,  trade  re- 
vived, and  (A.  D.  1732)  the  looms  amount- 
ed to  one  tlioufand.  War  with  Endand 
reduced  them  fuddenly,  and  A.  D.  1739 
they  v/ere  only  a  hundred  and  forty.  Since 
the  remonftrances  of  Bernardo  de  Uiioa, 
(A.  D.  1740)  the  taxes  have  no  longer  been 
left  to  the  rapacity  of  farmers,  the  alcavala 
has  been  taken  off;  and,  by  thelail;  account, 
the  looms  amounted  to  four  hundred  and 
lixty-two  for  wide  filks,  with  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-iix  for  other  pur- 
pC'fes.  Each  loom  is  allovvxd  annually,  if 
for  v/ide  work,  a  hundred  pounds  of  filk 
duty  free 3  if  for  narrow,  they  receive  four- 
fcore. 

Whenever  the  navigation  of  the  river 
fliiill  be  reflored  to  the  condition  in  which 
it  v/as  when  jVIagellan  with  five  (hips  failed 
from  hence  for  thofe  fiiraits,  which  have 
been  cuUed  by  his  namcj  and  when  fi'ee- 
7  dom 


dom,  civil  and  religious,  iliall  once  more 
lift  up  her  head  in  Spaing  new  channels' 
will  be  opened  for  reviving  commerce,  and 
Seville  will  be  reflored  to  her  ancien;t 
fplendor. 

The  art  of  tanning  is  perhaps  no  where 
fo  ill  condud:ed  as  in  Spain  -,  in  no  part  of 
which  can  good  leather  be  procured,  unlefs 
it  come  from  England.  Senfible  of  this, 
the  minifter  of  finance  became  anxious  to 
induce  feme  ftranger,  fi^ilful  in  the  bufi- 
nefs,  to  take  up  his  refidence  in  Spain. 
Whilll  he  had  this  idea  in  his  mind,  chance 
threw  in  his  way  a  tradefman  travelling  to 
receive  orders,  and  to  get  in  debts  for  him- 
felf  and  partners,  who,  as  leather-cutters, 
have  a  iliop  on  Snow-hiil,  in  London.  It 
immicdiateiy  occurred  to  the  minifler,  that 
he  had  found  his  man ;  and  therefore,  fend- 
ing for  him,  without  iofs  of  time,  he  in- 
vited him  to  fettle  as  a  currier  and  a  tanner. 
This  gentleman,  confcious  to  himfelf  that 
he  was  not  properly  qualified  to  conduct  a 
bufmefs  to  which  he  had  not  been  bred, 
withflood  his  folicitations,  and  refufed  the 
moft  advantageous  terms :  but  at  length, 
after  coiifideiing  the  matter  in  every  point 
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of  view,  he  accepted  the  oiTer,  and  con - 
lented   to  eftabhih    himfelf  at   Seville.     1 
vifited  his   tan-yard,  and  found  him  happy 
in  the  protev^Lion  he  enjoys.     The  minifter 
has  eiven  him  the  convent  of  the  TefuitSj 
and  about  feven   acres   of  good   land,  rent 
free,  with  the  pre-emption   of  hides   from 
Buenos  Ayres,  and   of  all  fkins   from  the 
Spanilh  fettlements;  befide  the  privilege  of 
cutting  down,  for  bark,  all  the  ti-ees  grow- 
ing, either  in  the  royal  forefls,  or  on   the 
lands   of  private  perfons,   within   a  given 
diftance  of  the  city.     He  ufes  the  inner 
bark  taken  from  the  cork-tree,  with  myrtle 
leaves,  which   ferve  his   purpofe  tolerably 
well)  yet  are  by  no  means  equal  in  ftrength 
to  the  bark  of  oak.     He  fays,  that  the  Spa- 
niards underftand  the  art  of  tanning;  but 
that  they  want  fpirit,  induftry,  and  capital 
for  fuch  extenlive  undertakings  j  and  I  am 
inclined   to  think,   that  his  obfervation  is 
well  founded.     Finding  him  a  man  of  acti- 
vity, with  a  command  of  money,  the  mi- 
nifter  has  given  him  a  contrad  to  furnidi 
boots  and  belts  for  the  cavalry,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  articles,  fuch  as   fours  and 
buckles,  not  conneded  with  his  peculiar 
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trade.  He  is  certainly  a  treafure  to  the 
Spaniards,  both  for  appUcatioii  and  for 
weight  of  capital,  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
will  puih  this  new  eftablilhment  as  far  as 
it  can  go,  provided  government  lliall  con- 
tinue to  proted:  him. 

Having  been  introduced  to  D.  Juan  Al- 
varez,  the  intendant  of  the  tnintj  I  vifited 
his  office,  in  which  at  prefent  a  few  work- 
men find  occafional  employment;  whereas 
formerly  one  hundred  and  eighty  were  con- 
ftantly  engaged.  They  have  here  the  fame 
flow  procefs  as  at  London  and  in  Paris,  in 
confequence  of  which  their  coinage  is  ex- 
Denfivcj  whiift  in  Birmingham  the  opera- 
tion, by  a  new  invention,  is  expedited,  and 
performed  at  a  trilling  expence. 

In  traverfing  the  Ifreets,  I  was  ilruck 
with  the  multitude  of  beggars  clothed  in 
rags  'y  and  was  at  firft  inclined  to  attribute 
this  to  the  decay  of  trade  -,  but,  upon  exami- 
nation, I  found  a  more  abiding  caufe  in  the 
diftribution  of  alms  at  the  archbifhop's 
palace,  and  at  the  gates  of  twenty  convents, 
daily,  and  without  diftinftion,  to  all  who 
make  application  for  relief.  Such  mif- 
placed  benevolence  is  a  bar  to  induflry,  and 
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i.-iiultiplies  the  objeds  of  diilrefs,  whole 
numbers  btar  exadl  proportion  to  the  pro- 
vilion  made  lor  their  llipport.  To  have 
this  principle  rightly  underflcod  is  of  fuch 
importance,  tliat  I  can  never  let  one  oppor- 
tunity elcape  of  brmging  it  into  view. 

My  time  pafied  away  pieafantly  at  Seville. 
The  mornmgs  I  employed  in  viewing 
whatever  was  moft  worthy  of  attention  in 
the  city,  or  in  little  excurlions  to  the  coun- 
try. At  noon  I  paid  my  refpeds  to  the 
good  archbiijiop,  dined  and  took  the  Sieflg, 
at  his  palace ;  after  which  I  icmetimes 
went  out  in  the  carriage  with  his  grace,  at 
other  times  joined  the  company  in  the 
Alameda,  or  public  v\^^lk;  and  clofed  the 
day  either  with  the  archbifhop,  or  in  the 
family  of  feme  cheerful  friend.  The  fea- 
fon  of  Lent  is  net  favourable  to  gaiety, 
becaufe  it  does  not  admit  of  the  ufual  di- 
verf.ons ;  yet  I  had  always  reafon  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  my  evening's  entertainment. 
The  archbifhop  received  only  gentlemen 
for  converfation.  In  other  houles  they 
have  generally  fome  round  garnc  at  cards ; 
but  the  family,  in  which  I  delighted  rnofc, 
was  that  of  a  canon,  for  whofe  filter  I  had 

the 
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the  honour  to  be  confulted  as  a  phyfician. 
The  cafe  was  highly  interefting;  an  epi- 
lepfy,  arifing  from  extreme  fenfibiUty ;  and 
I  pleafed  myfelf  with  the  idea,  that  I  was 
ufeful  to  her.  My  recompenfe  was  to  en- 
joy her  converfation,  and  to  hear  her  ling. 

In  one  of  my  morning  vifits  at  the  arch- 
bifhop's  palace,  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  of 
being  prefent  at  an  oppoiition,  or  difputa- 
tion,  between  the  candidates  for  a  vacant 
benefice  i  a  fcene  admirably  defcribed  by 
the  author  of  Gil  Bias.  Vehemence,  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  is  not  only  fandiioned  by 
cuftom,  but  is  certainly  excufable,  in  men 
who  are  contending,  not  merely  for  fame, 
but  bread.  The  judges  are  the  diocefan, 
affilled  by  fix  of  the  chapter;  and  the  ex- 
aminations are  in  the  fciences,  ethics,  divi- 
nity, and  canon  law.  Many  eccltfiallical 
preferments  are  difpofed  of  in  this  way. 
Thus  in  every  cathedral  four  canons  are 
chofen  by  oppofition,  and  are  faid  to  be  de 
meritOy  thefe  are,  the  penitentiary,  for  re- 
ceiving the  confeffions  of  the  chapter  3  the 
preacher  -,  the  profellbr  of  theology ;  and 
the  civilian,  who  conducts  their  law-fuits. 
The  refl  are  given  through  favour,  eitlicr 
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hy  the  diocefan,  the  chapter,  or  the  king, 
according  to  the  month  in  which  the  va- 
cancy happens. 

When  a  candidate  makes  appHcation  to 
the  great,  either  for  protection  in  general, 
or  upon  a  fpecial  occalion  for  preferment, 
he  prefents  a  printed  memorial,  which  he 
ftiles  "  Relacion  de  los  Meritos,  titulosy  grados 
y  cxercicios  litcrarios  de  A.  B."  containing 
his  name,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  his  rank, 
his  age,  the  univerfity  in  which  he  fludied, 
with  the  degrees  he  has  taken,  his  ac- 
quirements, his  condudt  in  his  profeflion  as 
a  prieft,  as  a  preacher,  and  as  a  confeiTor; 
letting  forth  his  regularity,  his  zeal,  and  his 
fuccefs,  with  his  peculiar  privileges,  fuch 
as  that  he  is  permitted  to  read  the  prohi- 
bited books,  and  to  confefs  both  fexes;  and 
ftating,  finally,  that  he  is  every  way  quali- 
fied to  receive  any  ecclefiaftical  preferment 
to  which  he  may  be  prefented. 

One  day,  when  I  was  at  the  archbilhop's 
palace,  the  old  librarian  took  me  afide,  and 
requefted  me  to  make  application  for  him  to 
obtain  a  living  then  vacant,  and  in  the  gift  of 
the  crown,  defiring  mc  to  write  immedi- 
ately to  count  Florida  Elanca,  and  to  inclofs 
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his  Rdacion  de  mcritos.  This,  I  remember, 
ftated,  in  the  Hft  of  his  acquirements,  that 
he  had  learnt  Hebrew,  that  he  had  been 
examined  in  the  verbs,  but  that  he  had  ne- 
ver been  rich  enough  to  purchafe  a  lexicon. 
I  made  the  application  through  our  mini- 
fler,  and  obtained  the  promife  of  a  living 
for  him,  but  not  that  for  which  he  then 
folicited. 

Not  far  from  the  city  is  a  building,  now 
verging  to  decay,  near  to  which  I  often 
paiTed,  without  afking  for  what  it  was  de- 
figned;  but,  one  evening,  Vv'alking  with  the 
gentleman   to  whom   I   had  been   recom- 
mended by  count   Florida   Blanca,   ftruck 
with  Its  form,  I  defired  him  to  tell  me  what 
purpofe  it  had  ferved.     At  firft  he  feemed 
to  pay  no  attention ;  but,  upon  my  repeating 
the  queflion,  I  received  an  evafive  anfwer, 
fuch  as  tended  only  to  awaken  my  curio- 
lity,  and  to  make  me  more  urgent  v/ith  him 
for  information.     At  lafl  he  told  me,  that 
this  ftrange  kind  of  edifice  is  called  el  ^e- 
madero;  but  begged  that  I  would  never  dif- 
clofe  to  any  one,  from  whom  I  had  received 
my  information.    The  name  was  fufficient, 
together  with  the  form,  without  further 
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enquiries,  to  explain  the  horrid  Life  to  which 
it  had  been  too  often  put.  I  urged  him 
no  further  on  the  fubjeft;  and,  without  lofs 
of  time,  haftened  from  a  fpot  which  my 
imagination  painted  all  in  flames.  The  next 
day,  however,  I  returned  with  one  of  the 
judges,  who,  as  fuch,  could  venture  to  be 
more  communicative.  In  anfwer  to  my 
queftions,  he  informed  me,  that  the  ^le- 
madcro,  fo  called  from  the  verb  qiiemar,  to 
burn,  ferved  the  purpofe  of  a  fcaifold  for 
burning  heretics;  and  that,  about  four  years 
before,  a  woman  had  fuffered  on  it,  by  a 
fentcnce  of  the  inquifition,  to  w^hich  he 
had  given  his  fandiion.  From  him,  and 
from  others,  I  obtained  the  following  par- 
ticulars. This  woman  was  a  beata,  pro- 
feffing  one  of  the  three  vows  impofed  on 
nuns,  of  which,  poverty  and  obedience  are 
the  regular  companions;  yet  that  vow  fhe 
broke.  In  the  accufation  {lie  was  charged 
with  having  corrupted  her  confelTor;  who, 
poor  man !  as  the  leafl;  culpable  of  the  two, 
was  merely  banifhed.  Had  this  been  her 
fole  offence,  it  had  been  puniflied  wath  lefs 
diftinguiibed  feverity;  but,  not  fatisfied 
•  v/ith  having  been  guilty  of  facrilege  in  one 
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inftance,  {he  went  on  ccnupting  the  priell:- 
hoodj  and,  either  from  paflion  or  from  va- 
nity, extended  daily,  over  the  fervants  of 
the  altar,  the  dominion  ot  her  charms;  till, 
either  by  pride,  or  by  remorfc  of  confcience, 
ilie  lofc  her  underliaiiding,  and  fooliihly 
im.agined  that  Ihe  was  ading  under  a  di- 
vine authority.  Some  fay,  that  llie  vindi- 
cated her  conduct  upon  the  principle,  that 
■both  parties  were  free  from  obligation;  but 
others,  and  more  juftly,  fiy,  that  llie  pre- 
tended to  have  feen  an  angel.  This  being 
a  crime  within  the  cognizance  of  the  in- 
quifitors,  ilie  was  brought  to  trial,  was  con- 
victed, and  was  burnt. 

Excited  by  this  narration,  I  had  the  curi- 
ofity  to  vifit  the  court  of  the  inquifitlon.  It 
was  formerly  a  convent  of  the  Jefuits,  and 
is  fo  light  and  elegant,  that  I  could  fcarcely 
conceive  it  to  contain  the  dreadful  tribunal 
and  gloomy  dungeons.  I  went  into  the 
-^chapel,  and  the  hall  of  judgment,  and  ven- 
tured to  alk  fome  queftions;  but  could  ob- 
tain no  anfwer:  filence  and  folitude  feemed 
to  have  eftabliflied  their  dominion  there. 

The  inquif  tion  is  certainly  lefs  formida- 
ble now,  fince  light  is  every  where  dilfufed, 

than 
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tion   reigned  i    and   the   inquilitors   of  th€ 
prcfent  day,   if  not   more  humane,  are   at 
leafl:  more  humble,  than  their  predecefTors 
in  remoter  periods.     Yet  we  muft  confefs, 
that,  whilfl  their  authority  remains,  it  will 
be  ever  fubjedt  to  abufe.   Every  one  knows 
the  hiftory   and   the   fate    of    Don  Pablo 
Olavide.     The  real   caufe  of  his  difgrace, 
was  neither  his  impiety  nor  his  immorality, 
but  his  hatred  of  the  monks;  who,  in  re- 
turn, became  his  implacable  enemies,  and 
never  ceafed  to  perfecute  him,  till  they  had 
baniflied    him    trom    Spain.     They   never 
could  forget,  that  in  the  Sierra  Morena  he 
had  built  his  houfe  precifely  on  the  fpot 
w^here    had   ftood    a    convent,    a    convent 
which  ferved  as  an  aiylum  for  the  robbers, 
with  whom  the  venerable  fathers  had  been 
accuftomed  to  divide  their  plunder.     Nor 
could  they  forgive  his  having  made   it  a 
fundamental   law  of  his  new  fettlements, 
thae  they  fliouid  have  no  monks.     Unfor- 
tunately, he  had  married  a  rich  woman,  who 
was  neither  young  nor  handfome,  and,  by 
her  means,  the  monks  became  acquainted 
with   fuch   circumilances    as    mi^-ht   have 
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otiierwife  efcaped  them,  and  were  enabled 
to  treafure  up  againft  him  every  unguarded 
expreffion,  which  at  any  time  efcaped  his 
lips.  This  valuable  citizen  was  taken  out 
of  his  bed,  the  14th  of  November,  1776^ 
and,  after  being  fhut  up  twelve  months  in 
the  prifon  of  the  inquifition,  his  fentence 
was  publicly  read ;  all  his  effetls  were  con- 
iifcated  for  the  ufe  of  the  inquifitors  his 
judges,  and  he  was  condemned  to  eight 
years  confinement  in  a  convent. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that  in  the  perfon 
of  Olavide,  the  inquifitors  flew  at  noble 
game;  but,  a  few  years  after  this,  they 
refembled  the  eagle,  when  fhe  ftoops  to 
feed  on  carrion.  The  hiftory  of  this  tranf- 
adion  is  worthy  to  be  recorded.  I  fhall> 
therefore,  give  it  from  the  relation  of  one 
who  was  prefent  at  the  Auto  de  Fe,  cele- 
brated in  the  conventual  church  of  S.  Do- 
jningo,  in  Mi]drid,  the  9th  of  May,  1784, 
w^hen  the  whole  procefs  v/as  publicly 
read. 

The   principal  ador  in  this   farce   Was 

Ignacio  Rodriguez,    a  beggar.     The   iirft 

profefTion  of  this  man  was  arms;   but  of 

his   condiid   in  that  line   little  has  tranf- 
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pired.  It  is  certain,  that  he  was  with 
count  O'Reilly  in  the  unfortunate  expedi- 
tion again  ft  Algiers,  where  he  was  v/ounded 
in  the  leg.  In  confequence  of  this  he  was 
difcharged  as  an  invalid,  and  had  an  offer 
of  the  ufual  penfion ;  but  he  chofe  rather 
to  caft  himfelf  on  the  public,  and  to  enjoy 
his  liberty,  than  to  be  loft  in  obfcurity  with 
his  companions.  For  this  purpofe,  he  was 
careful  to  keep  his  wound  from  healing  j 
and,  fuch  was  his  addrcfs,  that  he  procured 
a  comfortable  living,  or  rather,  -as  it  ap- 
peared, fared  fumptuoully  every  day. 

After  fome  years,  he  was  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  attraft  the  attention  of  D.  Bernardo 
Cantero,  the  intendant  general  of  the  po- 
lice, who,  feeing  him  from  day  to  day,  en- 
quired for  what  reafon  he  kept  his  wound 
open,  and  ordered  him  to  have  it  healed, 
Rodriguez,  not  knowing  to  whom  he 
fpoke,  replied  with  infolence,  "  I  aflc  alms, 
and  not  advice."  This  ill-timed  anfwer 
proved  his  ruin. 

The  intendant,  ftruck  with  his  appear- 
ance, and  offended  with  his  infolence, 
watched  him,  and  having  obferved  fome- 
thing  uncommon  ia   a  long  converfatioii 

between 


t    323    ] 

between  him  and  a  female,  called  Juliana 
Lopez,  caufed  her  to  be  followed,  and  ar- 
refted.  This  woman,  although  artful,  being 
taken  by  furprife,  was  confufed,  and  loon 
confeficd,  that  the  paper  (he  had  delivered 
to  the  beggar  contained  fame  materials  for 
making  love  powder.  On  this  evidence 
Rodriguez  was  taken  into  cuftody,  with 
another  female  named  Angela  Barrios, 
who,  being  a  woman  of  inferior  talents, 
a(5ted  under  them,  and  was  employed  only 
in  commiffions  of  no  great  importance.  All 
three  being  committed  to  the  common  jail, 
were  frequently  queftioned,  and  the  refult 
of  their  examination  was  laid  before  the 
king,  who,  by  the  advice  of  his  confeflbr^ 
referred  the  matter  to  the  inquiiitors!  In 
confequence  of  this  the  prifoners  were  re- 
moved, and  confined  in  the  prifon  of  the 
inquilition. 

No  tribunal  has  fuch  advantages  in  tra-^ 
cing  out  the  truth,  nor  can  any  other  invef- 
tigate  a  dark  tranfadion  with  fuch  a  cer- 
tainty of  fuccefs  as  this  court.  Unfettered 
by  forms,  and  not  limited  for  time,  they  are 
at  liberty  to  bring  whom  they  pleafe  be- 
fore them,  to  take  them  from  their  beds  in 
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the  middle  of  the  night,  to  examine  them 
by  furprile,  to  terrify  their  imaginations, 
to  torment  their  bodies,  and  to  crofs  exa- 
mine them  at  diitant  periods.  With  thefe 
advantages,  the  impoftor  was  foon  made  to 
confefs  the  whole  of  his  practices,  with  all 
the  moft  minute  particulars,  and  the  names 
of  the  parties  to  whom  he  had  fold  his 
powder.  He  explained,  in  his  confeffion, 
tlie  materials  of  which  he  had  compofed 
it;  but  thefe,  to  a  modefl:  ear>  fliould  never 
have  been  mentioned;  and  he  acknow- 
ledged, that  every  female,  after  taking  it, 
had  been  obliged  to  grant  him  whatever  he 
chofe  to  afk,  witliout  which  the  charm  was 
to  have  no  eflc(5t.  Whenever  he  adminif- 
tered  it,  he  muttered  fome  necromantic 
formula,  that  he  might  give  an  air  of  myf- 
tery  to  the  tranfa6tion,  and  infpire  the  mind 
with  confidence  in  its  fuccefs. 

Juliana  Lopez,  his  alTociate,  ferved  him 
as  an  emiiTary  and  a  panegyrifl ;  and  that 
Ibe  might  in  all  refped:s  lend  herfelf  to  his 
views  and  to  his  wifhes,  (he  hired  a  conve- 
nient garden,  to  which  he  might  retire  at 
all  feafons  whenever  it  fuited  his  conve- 
nience. 

Angela- 
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Angela  Barrios  adled  as  a  lervant  to  the 
others,  and  being  of  a  weak  underflanding, 
was  never  admitted  to  their  confidence. 
FideHty  and  filence  on  her  part  were  fome- 
tinies  however  requifite,  and  in  thefe  fho 
never  failed. 

The  procefs,  according  to  cuflom,  con- 
tained the  mo  ft  minute  particulars.  Their 
crimes  were  proved  by  a  multitude  of  tef- 
timonies,  and  their  guilt  was  confirmed  by 
their  own  confefilons.  From  thefe  it  ap- 
peared, that  his  powder  was  adminiftered 
to  perfons  of  all  ranks;  and  one  of  the  in- 
quifitors  has  fince  informed  me,  that  many 
ladies  of  high  fiirtiion  in  Madrid  were  duped 
by  him,  although  out  of  tendernefs  their 
names  had  been  concealed. 

When  the  procefs  was  gone  through, 
the  judges  refolved  to  celebrate  an  Auto  de 
Fe  publicly  in  the  church  of  the  Padres 
del  Salvador,  but  the  kinix  would  not  con- 
fent  that  the  nuns  of  S.  Domini  iliould 
lofe  their  privilege  of  having  the  Auto  in 
their  church.  The  inquifitors  gave  way, 
but  fent  a  requeil,  that  the  nuns  might  not 
be  admitted  to  the  grate,  left  their  ears 
ihould  be  offended,  and  the  purity  of  their 
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imaginations  fliould  be  defiled.  This  mef- 
fage  had  the  efFedl  which  might  have  been 
expecfled.  Their  curiofity  was  the  more 
excited,  and  of  all  the  nuns  four  only  were 
abfent  from  the  grate. 

On    the   day  appointed,   at   fix  in    the 
morning,  the  people  began  to  aflemble  in 
the  ftreet  of  the  inquifition,  and  the  troops 
took  their  ftation  to   preferve  good  order. 
About  eight  the  beggar  left  his  dungeon, 
leaning  on  his  crutches,  and  attended  by  a 
capuchin  friar  of  no  refpe6lable  appearance, 
named  Father  Cardenas.     As  foon  as  he 
appeared  in  court,   he  fell  upon  his  knees 
before  one  of  the  inquifitors,  who  with  the 
greateft  mildnefs  and  gentlenefs  addreiled 
him  thus :  "  My  fon,  you  are    going  to 
hear  the  relation  of  your  crimes,  and  the 
fentence  pronounced   for  the    expiation 
of  your  guilt.     Our  lenity  is  great,  be- 
caufe  our  holy  tribunal,  always  moil  in- 
"  duio^ent,    feeks    rather    to    reform   than 
"  punilli.     Let    your    forrow   flow   from 
**  your  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  and  not  from 
■*  a  fenfe  of  the  diftrrace  you  fuffer." 

This  exhortation  ended,    which  is    the 
fame,  even  when  the  criminal  is  committed 
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to  the  flames,  they  proceeded  to  throw- 
over  the  flioulders  of  the  beggar  his  Ian 
benito,  or  more  properly  his  Jhco  bendito, 
beine  the  lackcloth  with  S.  Andrew's  crofs, 
anciently  worn  by  penitents.  On  his 
head  they  placed  the  cap  with  Icrpents, 
lizards,  and  blackbeetlcs,  a  green  candle  in 
his  hand,  and  round  his  neck  a  halter.  To 
Juliana  Lopez  the  fame  fpeech  was  made, 
and  when  £he  had  been  clothed  in  fimilar 
attire,  flie  flood,  although  not  with  equal 
confidence,  near  to  her  companion. 

Laft  of  all  came  forth  Angela  Barrios, 
who,  trembling  and  bathed  in  tears,  fell 
down  upon  her  knees,  and  begged  the  in- 
quifitors  to  fpare  her  life.  She  was  an- 
swered, that  the  holy  tribunal  was  not  ac- 
cuftomed  to  put  any  one  to  death;  that 
they  would  do  her  no  harm ;  and  that  as 
her  offence  was  not  equal  to  that  of  her 
companions,  they  had  not  even  provided 
for  her  a  fan  benito,  the  difgraceful  badge, 
by  which  all  who  haye  v/orn  it  are  render- 
ed, with  their  families,  infam.ous  for  ever. 

When  every  thing  was  thus  arranged* 
the  procefTion  began  to  move.  In  front 
marched  foMiers  to  clear  the  way ;  then  ap- 
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peared  the  flandard  of  the  holy  office,  fup-^ 
ported  by  alguazils,  and  followed  by  fami-, 
liars,  with  the  learned  dodors  of  the  inqui- 
fition  i  next  advanced  the  beggar,  fupported 
by  his  crutches,  and  attended  by  two  fecre- 
taries,  who  carried  the  whole  procefs  in  a 
box  lined  with  velvet;  and  the  little  capu- 
chin, as  confeifor,  with  the  Marquis  of 
Cogolludo,  fon  to  the  Duke  of  Medina  Cocli, 
of  the  blood  royal,  and  the  iirfl  nobleman 
in  Spain,  as  alguazil  mayor,  brought  up 
the  rear. 

No  fooner  had  the  pageant  entered  the 
church,  than  mafs  began ;  after  which  they 
read  the  procefs  in  the  hearing  of  the 
whole  alTembly,  which  confided  of  the 
principal  nobility,  with  all  the  ladies  of  the 
court,  who  had  been  invited  by  la  Marquefa 
de  Cogolludo,  and  fat  with  her  on  a  ftagc 
raifed  for  this  occaficn. 

The  fecretaries  were  frequently  inter- 
rupted in  reading  by  loud  burlls  ot  laughter, 
in  which  the  beggar  joined.  The  mirth 
was,  however,  in  fonie  breafls,  attended 
with  a  degree  of  trepidation,  when  in  the 
procefs  circumftances  were  related,  in 
\^'hich  ladies  ^\'ho*^  were  prefent,  had  been 
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toncerned,  and  who  expected  every  moment 
to  be  named. 

After  the  whole  of  the  procefs  had  been 
lead,  the  chief  inquifitor  rang  a  Httle  bell, 
and  the  prifoners  drew  nigh  to  hear  their 
fentence.  That  of  Ignacio  Rodriguez  was, 
to  be  whipped  through  the  flreets  of  Madrid, 
to  be  inflrud:ed  and  fortified  in  the  myfteries 
of  the  catholic  faith,  by  a  fpiritual  guide  ap- 
pointed by  the  court,  with  whom  he  was 
to  go  through  holy  exercifes  for  one  month, 
failing  on  the  Fridays  on  bread  and  water; 
and  at  the  end  of  this  period  he  was  to 
make  a  general  confeinon.  He  was  to  be 
five  years  fliut  up  in  the  penitentiary  houfe 
of  Toledo,  and  afterwards  to  be  baniilied 
for  ever  from  Madrid  and  from  the  royal 
manfions,  with  an  obligation  to  inform  the 
holy  office  wherever  he  ihould  happen  to 
refide.  The  fentence  of  the  other  was  not 
fo  fevere. 

The  whole  ceremony  ended  about  three 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  day  following,  the  beggar,  naked 
down  to  his  waifl:,  was  mounted  on  an  afs, 
attended  by  the  Marquis  of  Cogoliudo. 
Thus  accompanied,  the  impofl;or  was  conr 
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dueled  through  the  flreets,  but  without 
receiving  any  llripes  -,  and  as  he  proceeded, 
he  was  frequently  refrefhed  by  his  friends 
with  bifcuits  and  wine  3  whihl:  many,  who 
knew  not  the  nature  of  his  offence,  thinking 
him  a  heretic,  cried  out,  vha  la  Virgen^ 
viva  Maria  purijjimay  to  which  he  replied, 
for  mi  que  viva. 

This  ceremony  ended,  the  Marchionefs 
of  Cogolludo  gave  a  grand  entertainment 
to  the  judges  and  officers  of  the  inquifir 
tion. 

Had  it  been  the  intention  of  the  king  to 
make  the  inquifition,  preparatory  to  its 
abolition,  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  nation,  he  could  not  have  taken  any 
ilep  more  effectual  for  the  purpofe,  than  he 
did,  when  he  called  upon  that  tribunal  to 
examine  into  offences,  which  fhould  have 
been  infinitely  below  its  notice,  and  to  ap- 
pear in  the  proceffion  with  a  wretch,  who 
iliould  have  been  punifhed  in  fecret  by  th^ 
vilefl:  minifler  of  juftice. 

Others  have  given  the  hiffory  of  this 
execrable  tribunal,  both  as  to  its  origin  and 
progrefs,  together  with  the  form  of  its 
proceedings,  and  cruel  treatment  of  its  pri- 
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foners.  Upon  thefe  particulars  I  iliall  be 
filent;  but  I  mufl  obferve,  that  the  original 
inquifition,  under  the  appellation  of  the 
Spiritual  Court,  ftill  exifts  in  England; 
where,  as  in  Spain,  the  poor  fuffer  moil  by 
the  abufe  of  its' authority.  The  ferpent 
with  us  appears  to  have  lofl  its  venom;  it 
is  torpid,  but  not  dead,  and  lliould,  at  any 
future  period,  our  government  be  changed, 
it  may  revive,  and  be  as  deftrudive  to  our 
children  as  it  has  already  been  to  our  pro- 
genitors. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Seville  is  a  curious 
,  monument  of  antiquity,  the  amphitheatre 
of  Italica,  highly  worthy  the  attention  of 
all  who  are  fond  of  fuch  remains,  but  to 
me  they  were  little  interefling.  It  is  an 
oval  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  feet 
by  two  hundred  and  four.  If  we  may 
judge  of  Italica  by  the  extent  of  its  ruins, 
it  was  a  confiderable  city,  and  although  fo 
little  now  is  to  be  feen  above  the  furface 
of  the  foil,  yet  we  know  that  formerly  it 
was  a  biiliop's  fee,  and  prior  to  that  period, 
it  gave  birth  to  Trajan,  to  Adrian,  arrd  to 
Theodcfius. 

The  country  round  the  city  to  a  conii- 
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derable  dillance  lies  Co  low,  that  it  is  fre- 
quently overflowed,  and  upon  fome  occa- 
lions  the  water  has  been  eight  feet  high, 
even  in  their  habitations.  The  foil  is 
rich,  and  being  at  the  fame  time  very  deep, 
its  fertility  is  inexhauftible.  The  produce 
is  corn,  leguminous  plants,  hemp,  flax, 
lemons,  oranges  and  liquorice.  The  quan- 
tity of  this  exported  from  Spain  is  faid  to 
be  annually  not  lefs  than  four  thoufand 
quintals,  or  nearly  two  hundred  tons,  a 
confiderable  part  of  which  is  fuppofed  to 
be  purchafed  by  the  porter-brewers  in  Lon- 
don. Could  they  be  prevailed  upon  to 
omit  the  cocculus  indicus,  they  might  be 
permitted  to  ufe  the  liquorice  without  re- 
train t, 

I  had  the  curiofity  to  make  enquiries  at 
the  cultom-houfe  in  London,  where  I 
found  that  the  principal  marts  for  this  pro- 
duce \v'ere  formerly  Italy  and  Frencli  Flan- 
ders, but  that  of  late  the  importation  from 
Spain  has  rapidly  increafed,  and  that  from 
being  only  t^^'X)  tons  feventeen  hundred 
weight  tliree  quarters  and  iixteen  poundcf, 
in  the  year  1785,  it  became  fifty  eight  tons 
three  hundred  weight  one  quarter  and  fcxir-. 
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teen  pounds,  in  the  year  1788.  Thft 
whole  quantity  imported,  I  found  to  be  as 
follows : 

Tons.  Cwt.  Qrs.  lb. 

1785,  into  London  and  the 

out-ports  —  109   14     318 

1786,  ditto.  —  150     2      3    14 

1787,  ditto,  —  128   19     o   16 

1788,  ditto,  —  183  I  o  17 
In  this  period  the  proportion  of  the  out- 
ports  has  increafed  from  twenty- four  tons 
eleven  hundred  weight  two  quarters  and 
twenty-five  pounds,  to  iifty-iive  tons  four- 
teen hundred  weight  two  quarters  and  fif- 
teen pounds.  From  which  circumftance  we 
may  colle(fl,  that  London  has  taught  the 
country  brewers  the  ufe  of  this  innocent 
and  pleafant  drug  in  making  porter. 

In  confequence  of  vapours  and  miafmata, 
occafioned  by  ftagnant  v/ater,  and  by  fre- 
quent floods,  the  inhabitants  of  Seville  and 
its  neighbourhood  are  fubjed:  to  tertians, 
to  putrid  fevers,  and  to  hyflerical  diforders. 
The  pre-difpolition  to  fuch  difeafes  may  be 
likewife  fought  for  in  the  quantity  of  cu- 
cumbers and  melons  con  fumed  by  them  all 
the  year,  in  confequence  of  which  they  are 
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llkewlfe  infefted  with  worms,  accompanied 
wdth  epilepiies,  efpecially  in  the  more 
youthful  fubjed:s.  This  connexion  I  have 
frequently  had  occafion  to  obferve;  and, 
from  this  circumftance  I  comprehend  the 
principle  on  which  an  able  phyiician  is 
mentioned,  in  the  Londoji  TraBice  ofFhyJic^ 
to  have  ordered  the  powder  of  tin,  in  a  cafe 
of  epilepfy.  Yet,  I  muft  acknowledge  a 
fufpicion,  that  the  compiler  of  that  valu- 
able work,  who  appears  to  have  been  fome 
old  apothecary  in  extenfive  pradice,  did 
not  difcover,  at  the  time  when  he  made  a 
memorandum  of  the  cafe,  that  the  phyii- 
cian was  then  prefcribing  to  the  occafional 
caufe,  and  not  to  the  difeafe.  The  fKill  of 
a  practitioner  is  difcerned,  not  merely  by 
his  readinefs  in  diftinguiilnng  difeafes,  but 
by  his  attention  to  their  pre-difpoiing 
caufes.  The  empyric,  often  fatisfied  v/ith 
prefcribing  to  the  fymptom,  is  liable  to  be 
fatally  miitaken  in  his  diftindlions,  and  ne- 
ver attempts  to  inveftigate  the  caufe^ 
Hence  it  is,  that  the  publication  of  for- 
mulae, fuch  as "  thofe  to  v/hich  I  have  re- 
ferred, will  never  be  ufeful  to  him,  or  in- 
deed to  any  one  v/ho  has  not  been  regularly 
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bred  to  the  profeffion.  The  fcience  of  phy- 
fic  is  net  fo  eafily  acquire^i  as  fome  have 
imagined,  and  have  been  taught  to  think 
by  phyficians,  who,  v^^ith  the  appearance  of 
diiintereftedneft   and   candour,   have  pub- 
liihed  their  fyflems  of  domeftic  medicine. 
To  diftixnguifh  difeafes,  and  to  inveftigate 
their  caufe,  requires  much  knowledge,  deep 
refledion,  and  a  natural  fagacity,  to  be  im- 
proved by  reading,  and  by  extenlive  prac- 
tice.    Even  the  moft  fldlful  and  attentive 
are  fometimes   miftaken ;    and  at   this  wc 
fliall  not  be  fiirprifed,  if  we  confider  the 
vafl  variety  of  difeafes,  to  which  the  hu- 
man frame  is  fubjed:.     The  bare  infpedion 
of  any  fyftem  of  nofology  will  be  futiicient 
to  convince  a  reafonable  man  that  the  fci- 
ence is  abflrufe.     In  the  Nofologia  Metho^ 
dica  of  Sauvage,  we  find  ten  claiTes,  forty- 
three  orders,  and  more  than  three  hundred 
genera,   in   many   of  which  are  from  ten 
to  twenty  fpecies,  each  didinguifhed  from 
the  other,  and   denominated  by   its   occa- 
fional   caufe.     Dr.   Cullen  has  indeed  re- 
duced the  number  both  of  genera  and  fpe- 
cies, by  coniidcring  many  of  them  as  fymp- 
tomatic  of  other  difeafes,  and  not  as  idiopa- 
thic > 
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thic  j  yet  even  this  diftindion  ihews  mord 
clearly  the  abftrufenefs  of  the  fcience,  and 
how  liable  they  muft  be,  who  are  not  per- 
fetfily  inflrudled,  to  make  miftakes.  I  have 
dwelt  upon  this  fubjedl,  from  a  firm  perfua- 
lion,  that  "  fvftems  of  domeftic  medicine'* 
have  done  much  mifchief  to  mankind,  and 
that  the  moil  dangerous  idea  which  can  be 
imprefied  upon  the  mind  is,  that  **  every 
man  may  be  his  own  phylician."  In  a  coun- 
try like  Spain,  a  perfon  not  bred  to  the 
profeinon  may  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity 
of  prefcribing  to  his  neighbours;  but  in 
England,  this  pradrice,  unlefs  in  the  clear- 
eft  cafes,  is  much  to  be  condemned. 

I  have  mentioned  the  difeafes  incident  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Seville,  ariling  from  hu- 
midity; but  others  there  are  which  origi- 
;Date  in  heat.  Whenever  they  have  the  So- 
lano wind,  that  is,  whenever  the  wind 
blows  from  Africa,  they  become  liable  to 
pleuriiies ;  but  v/hat  is  chiefly  complained 
of,  both  by  phyiicians  and  by  magiftrates, 
is  an  irritability  of  nerves,  influencing  the 
morals  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

Before  I  quitted  Seville,  according  to  my 
ufual  practice,  I  enquired  into  the  price  of 
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labour  and  proviiions.     They  are  as  fol- 
low: 

Day  labourers,  four  reals  and  an  half,  or 
about  lo^d. 

Carpenters,  from  feven  to  eleven  reals  a 
day. 

Joiners,  if  good  workmen,  twenty-four 
reals,  or  4J-.  gd. 

Weavers,  with  diligence,  will  earn  fif- 
teen reals,  or  3/. 

Bread,  from  fixteen  to  twenty  -  eight 
quartos,  or  ^hd.  to  j^d.  for  three  pounds 
of  fixteen  ounces. 

Beef,  thirty  quartos  for  thirty  -  two 
ounces,  or  about  ^^d.  a  pound  of  fixteen 
ounces. 

Mutton,  thirty-eight  quartos  ditto,  or 
^T^d.  ditto. 

Kid,  twenty- four  quartos  ditto,  or  3|-</. 
ditto. 

Pork,  thirty-fix  to  forty -two  quartos 
ditto,  or  ^-i\d.  to  ^il-d.  ditto. 

A.  D.  1 731,  the  whole  confumption  of 
flefh  in  Seville  was  one  million  {qwcvi  hun- 
dred ninety-two  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  feventy -nine  pounds  j  of  which  the 
ecclefiaftics  had  eight  hundred  eleven  thou- 
VoL.  II.  Z  iand 
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fand  and  ninety-one  pounds,  free  from  tax- 
es; the  pounds  being  here  of  thirty-two 
ounces,  or  two  pounds  each  avoirdupois. 

The  price  of  wheat,  at  different  periods, 
and  at  different  feafons  of  the  year,  has 
been  fo  remarkable,  that  I  fhall  fubjoin  a 
table. 


Price  of  the  Fanega  of  Wheat  at  Seville. 


A.  D.    Months. 

Reals. 

A.  D. 

Months.        Reals. 

1652. 

April 

8otOI20 

1752. 

April 

38. 

July 

42  to   45I 

July 

251033 

1655. 

April 

I4tO     20| 

^75S- 

April 

16  to  22 

July 

1-2  to     17 

July 

1 3  to  1 8 

1657. 

April 

11  to    18, 

'757- 

April 

25  to  29 

July 

1 6  to   23 

July 

18  to  27 

1660. 

April 

45^0  53' 

1760. 

April 

29  to  36 

Mf 

22  to   27 

July 

30  to  37 

1661. 

April 

i7to  22 

1761. 

April 

30  to  37 

July 

2 1  to   28 

1 

' 

July 

24  to  32 

If  we  reckon  the  fanega  at  one  hundred 
and  nine  pounds  and  an  half,  and  the  bulhel 
at  feventy,  then  the  higheft  price,  A.  D. 
1652,  will  be  equal  to  15^-.  3!^.  the  bufhel, 
and  the  lowefl:  price,  A,  D.  1657,  to  ij-.4i^/. 

In 
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In  the  correfpondlng  periods,  as  taken  from 
Smith's  Weakh  of  Nations,  the  higheft 
price  is  yj".  6d.  and  the  lowefl  3J-.  9^.  Had 
the  commerce  of  corn  been  un  reft  rained, 
the  price  in  Spain  could  never  have  varied 
in  fuch  wide  extremes,  to  the  dei1:rud;ion 
of  manufactures. 

When  I  had  fatisfied  my  curiofity  at  Se- 
ville, and  had  refolved  next  to  vifit  Cadiz, 
I  fent  and  hired  the  cabin  of  a  paflage-boat, 
which  was  to  leave  the  city  in  the  evening, 
and  falling  down  the  Guadalquivir,  was  to 
arrive  in  about  fix  and  thirty  hours  at  S, 
Lucar. 

The  common  price  for  every  pafTenger 
is  eight  reals,  or  about  is.  yd,  but  for  the 
whole  cabin  I  paid  twenty  reals,  or  a  hard 
dollar,  being  a  fmall  fraftion  under  four 
Ihillings  fierling.  In  this  I  had  no  great 
bargain,  becaufe  my  apartment  was  not 
more  than  fix  feet  by  live,  and  about 
three  -  feet  high.  My  only  comfort  v/as, 
that  I  could  flretch  myfelf  at  night  upon  a 
bear  ildn,  and  faw  myfelf  by  day  feparated 
from  a  multitude,  fome'  of  whom  were  not 
remarkable  for  cleanlinefs. 

Among  the  rabble,   I  obferved  a  young 

Z  2  Fraar- 
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Franclfcan  friar,  and  a  genteel  French 
merchant,  who  by  no  means  Teemed  to  be 
fatisfied  with  their  fituation.  At  the  do- 
ling of  the  day,  the  whole  afTembly  joined 
in  the  Ave  Maria,  our  young  friar  taking 
the  lead,  and  diftinguifhing  himfelf  by  the 
flrength  and  melody  of  his  voice  j  after 
which,  he  entertained  the  company  with 
fome  good. fcguidillasy  tiranasy  and  other  Spa- 
nifh  fongs.  I  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  his 
voice  and  manner,  that  in  the  morning  I 
invited  him  to  my  cabin,  and  was  delighted 
to  find  in  him  a  pleafant  and  converfable 
companion. 

The  wind  was  favourable,  the  fky  was 
clear,  and  the  courfe  being  nearly  in  one 
ffcraight  line,  little  attention  was  required 
to  the  helm.  In  fuch  circumftances  it  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  our  Palinurus, 
who  had  been  watching  all  the  night,  fliould 
be  inclined  to  nod  by  day.  But  whilfb  lleep 
had  taken  pofiefiion  of  his  eye- lids,  his  at- 
tention feemed  to  be  awake,  for  when  at 
any  time,  by  the  fliifting  of  the  wind,  either 
the  dire(5lion  or  degree  of  preilure  of  the 
helm  was  varied,  he  inftantly  moved  his 
hand,  and  even  before  he  opened  his  eyes, 

he 
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he  put  the  vefTel  right.  Thus  it  is  refped- 
ing  founds.  No  noife,  however  violent, 
roufcs  thofe  who  are  accuflomed  to  hear 
it;  but,  if  it  be  unufual,  or  if  it  be  fuch  as 
would  call  them  to  adlion  when  av/ake,  al- 
though moderate,  it  makes  them  ftart : 
thus  it  feems  as  if  the  foul  was  capable  of 
exerciling  judgment  during  lleep. 

The  country  all  the  way,  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  leagues  between  Seville  and  S. 
Lucar,  is  flat,  the  foil  is  deep,  and  the  paf- 
tures  are  covered  with  a  perpetual  ver- 
dure. 

In  this  little  voyage  I  was  fo  well  pleafed 
with  my  young  friar,  that  I  bore  his  ex- 
pences,  agreed  to  take  him  for  my  compa- 
nion and  my  guide  as  far  as  Cadiz;  and, 
fuch  was  the  confidence  I  repofed  in  him, 
that  when  we  had  landed  on  the  beach,  and 
taken  horfes  to  S.  Lucar,  I  committed  my 
baggage  to  his  care,  whilfl  I  haflened  to 
pay  my  compliments  to  our  conful;  but, 
to  my  ailonifliment,  on  my  return,  I  found 
that  I  had  been  cherilhin?  a  thief.     He 

o 

would  have  made  an  apology;  but,  as  I 
wanted  no  explanation  when  I  had  ocular 
demonilration,  I  took  my  leave,  without 

Z   3  re- 
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reproaching  his  ingratitude;  and  liirlng 
horfes,  I  made  the  beil  of  my  way  towards 
Cadiz. 

The  country  is  hilly,  the  foil  at  a  lower 
level,  and  near  the  fea,  is  fand;  but  all  the 
intermediate  fpace  is  a  fliff  clay,  and  the 
road  is  abominably  bad.  The  diilance  is 
fix  leagues. 

About  mid-way  1  counted  twenty  teams 
of  oxen  tilling  one  piece  of  land.  The 
plough  is  by  no  means  fuited  to  the  foil, 
having  no  fin  to  the  fhare,  no  coulter,  nor 
any  m.ould-board;  but,  inftead  of  the  latter, 
two  wooden  pins.  This,  in  light  fand, 
rnay  anfwer  very  well,  but  is  certainly  little 
calculated  to  fubdue  a  ftubborn  clay.  The 
highell  of  the  hills,  expofed  to  the  meri- 
dian fun,  have  vines,  and  the  fcene  is  often 
beautifully  varied  by  exteniive  plantations 
of  the  olive. 

As  foon  as  I  arrived  at  Puerto  de  Santa 
Maria,  I  enquired  for  the  palTage-boat  to 
Cadiz.  They  informed  me  at  the  pofada, 
that  no  wherry  would  pafs  that  day.  I, 
however,  prelied  forward  to  the  beach, 
where  I  v/as  foon  furrounded  by  a  number 
of  watermen,  who  all  alfured  me,  that  I 

was 
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was  come  too  late  for  the  common  pafTage- 
boat,  but  that  for  two  h.ird  dollars  I  might 
have  a  velfel  to  myfelf.  Unwilling  to  be 
detained  all  day,  I  agreed,  and  was  con- 
dudied  to  a  boat  half  filled  with  paffengers, 
and,  after  waiting  near  an  hour  for  the  full 
complement,  we  fet  fail.  As  the  wind  wa* 
fair,  we  foon  made  our  paiTage;  and,  on 
quitting  the  boat,  I  had  the  mortification 
to  fee  each  perfon  pay  two  reals,  or  four 
pence  halfpenny,  inftead  of  two  hard  dol- 
lars, or  eight  fliiUings;  but  it  was  to  no 
purpofe  to  cgmplain. 


Z  4  CADIZ. 


A       D        I        Z. 


TH  E  city  of  Cadiz  occupies  a  pro- 
montory at  the  extremity  of  a  pe- 
ninfula,  and  is  joined  to  the  ifle  of  Leon 
only  by  a  caufeway.  It  is  waflied  to  the 
eailward  by  the  gentle  waves  of  a  well  pro- 
tedled  road;  but,  to  the  weftward,  it  is  open 
and  expofed  to  the  fury  of  the  ocean. 

The  flreetsare  narrow,  yet  well  paved  and 
clean.  The  moil:  beautiful  part  of  the  city 
looks  towards  the  Puerto  de  Sa?2ta  Maria, 
where  the  houfes  are  lofty,  built  of  white 
free-ftone,  and  ornamented  with  painted 
balconies ;  they  have  in  front  a  v/ide  pa- 
rade, well  gravelled,  planted  with  trees,  and 
communicating  witli  the  fea-road,  where 
the  merchantmen  and  fliips  of  war  find 
flielter. 

Two 
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Two  conliderable  fquares,  one  for  the 
market,  the  other  called  Plaza  de  San  An- 
tojiioy  with  the  Calk  Anclja  joining  to  it  by 
way  of  mall,  contribute  both  to  beauty  and 
to  health  j  and  the  whole  city  being  nearly 
furrounded  by  a  rampart,  this  forms  an  ele- 
vated, airy,  and  delightful  walk,  much  fre- 
quented in  the  evenings. 

The  moil  advantageous  view  of  Cadiz 
and  its  environs  may  be  had  from  the  lig- 
nal  tower :  from  hence  you  look  immedi- 
ately down  upon  the  houfes,  whofe  flat 
roofs,  covered  with  a  white  cement,  have  a 
fmgular  yet  moil:  pleaiing  appearance.  To 
the  weftward,  you  command  the  ocean, 
with  numerous  veffels,  feme  ilretching 
away,  others  entering  the  harbourj  and,  on 
the  land  fide,  you  dilcover  the  four  inte- 
reiling  fea-port  towns  of  Rola,  Santa  Ma- 
ria, Port  Royal,  and  Caraca,  v/ith  the  iile 
of  Leon,  and  the  conneding  caufewav, 
whilft  a  rich  country,  hanging  towards  the 
fetting  fun,  bounds  the  dillant  profpedt. 

They  reckon  now  in  Cadiz,  not  more 
than  fixty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-fevcn  fouls ;  but,  about  ten  years 
fmce,  it  is  fu4  to  have  contained  eighty- 
five 
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five  thoufand,  befide  about  twenty  thoufand 
people  who  entered  daily  from  the  Tea,  and 
from  the  adjacent  country.. 

For   their  pavements,  for  the  cleanlinefs 
of  their  ftreets,  for  a  well  regulated  police, 
for  fome  of  their  heft  edifices,  and  for  many 
wife  inftitutions,  they  have  been  indebted 
to    their  late    governor.    Count    O'Reilly. 
Previous  to  his  appointment,  this  city  was 
remarkable    for    filth   and    naflinefs ;    and 
from,  the  miftaken  clemency  of  Bucarelli,  the 
former  governor,  robberies  were  frequently 
committed,  murders  were  not  uncommon, 
and  fuch  v/as  the  infolence  of  thieves,  that 
they   gave   public  warning  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, not  to  m/ake  a  noife  when  they  fliould 
be  flopped. 

The  mofl  diftinguifhed  buildings  are  the 
two  cathedrals,  one  ancient,  the  ether  not 
yet  finiihed.  The  former  is  chiefly  re- 
mxarkable  for  fome  good  pictures,  and  for 
its  treafures,  confiding  of  jems,  filver  can- 
dlefticks  and  lamps,  both  numerous  and 
bulky ;  three  cufiiodias,  one  of  w^hich,  con- 
fi:ru£ied  of  the  finefi:  filver,  weighs  fifty- 
one  arrobas,  or  more  than  half  a  ton;  an- 
other is  mofily  of  folid  gold, 

Tlifi 
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The  new  cathedral  is  a  vafl  pile,  with 
large  and  lofty  domes,  and  many  well  pro- 
portioned pillars ;  yet  the  whole  appears 
heavy  and  difgufting.  This  eiFed:  is  owing 
to  the  fingle  circumftance  of  its  being 
loaded  with  a  very  projed:ing  cornice,  fuch 
as  would  not  be  void  of  elegance  in  a  ro- 
tunda of  vaft  dimenfions,  but  by  no  means 
fuitable  ,to  an  edifice,  which  abounds  with 
angles.  All  who  view  this  building  are 
ftruck  with  the  abfurdity  of  thefe  prepofle- 
rous  ornaments,  yet  the  architedl  wants  re- 
folution  to  retradl  them.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, impoffible,  that  the  waves  may  wipe 
away  this  difgrace  to  taile,  becaufe  they 
have  begun  their  devaftations  on  that  fide, 
and  not  more  than  ten  feet  are  interpofed 
between  the  building  and  the  fea. 

Near  to  the  cathedral  is  the  P/aza  de  Tor os, 
for  the  bull-feafts,  built  intirely  with  v/ood, 
making  externally  a  mean  appearance;  but 
within,  it  is  both  pretty  and  commodious.. 
I  had  been  felicitous  to  fee  the  dexterity  of 
the  moil  famous  matador  in  Spain,  named 
Romero,  but  at  this  feafon  the  bull-feails 
are  prohibited. 

Not  far  from  hence  is  the  obfervatory, 

in 
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in  a  moft  advantageous  fituation ;  but  un- 
fortunately the  inftruments,  although  the 
beft  that  our  Englifh  artifts  of  the  day 
could  furnifli,  are  negleded,  and  will  foon 
be  ruined. 

The  academy  for  the  three  noble  arts  of 
painting,  fculpture,  and  architecture,  is  at 
prefent,  as  a  building,  fcarcely  worthy  of 
attention.  It  will,  however,  be  removed 
into  the  centre  of  the  city,  when  a  fufficient 
fund  can  be  provided  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  convents  are  a  few  good  pid:ures ; 
more  efpecially  in  the  cloifter  of  the  Au- 
guftin  friars  j  and  in  that  of  the  capuchins 
we  find  fome  moft  worthy  of  attention,  by 
Pvlurillo.  In  the  garden  of  the  Francif- 
cans  is  the  dragon's-blood-tree  mentioned 
by  Quer,  in  his  Botany  of  Spain. 

Of  the  three  hofpitals,  two  are  moft  re- 
markable for  ncatnefs;  the  third  delerves 
reproach  for  filth  and  naftinefs;  yet  this 
perhaps  is  the  bcft  conducted  for  general 
utility.  It  is  called  the  Royal  or  Military 
Hofpital,  becaufe  defigned  for  foldiers,  and 
has  fourfcore  ftudents,  who  are  maintained 
and  educated  at  the  king's  expence.  It 
has  a  good  botanical  garden,  and  a  theatre 

for 
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for  diiledions  furnifhed  with  fubjects  from 
among  the  patients.  One  of  the  two  dif- 
tinguiflied  for  neatnefs  is  fet  apart  for  wo- 
men ;  the  other,  dedicated  to  San  yuan  de 
DioSy  and  deligned  for  men,  is  elegant. 
All  the  wards  are  paved  with  marble  in 
checkers  of  black  and  white;  and  inflead 
of  white  walls,  of  wainfcoting,  or  of  flucco, 
the  fides  are  covered  with  Dutch  tiles. 

In  this  hofpital,  the  beds  having  no  cur- 
,  tains,  I  faw  death  in  all  its  ftages,  from  its 
diftant  approach  to  its  clofing  fcene ;  from 
ordinary  difeafe  to  the  lafl  and  feeblefi: 
ftruggles,  to  the  pale  vifage,  and  the  trem- 
bling lips  of  expiring  nature.  My  atten- 
tion was  directed  towards  each  dying  obje(ft 
by  a  crofs  at  the  bed's  head,  which  indi- 
cated, that  he  had  received  the  facraments 
of  the  eucharift,  and  of  extreme  undtion. 
To  one,  who  had  formerly  walked  an  hofpi- 
tal ;  to  one,  whofe  office  leads  him  to  at- 
tend the  dying  and  the  dead,  death  muft 
naturally  have  lofl:  much  of  its  terror;  but 
the  view  of  fo  many  objects  of  diitrefs, 
finking  under  the  prefiiii-e  of  difeafe,  I 
mufl  confefs,  fpread  a  gloom  over  my 
mind,  fuch  as  no  one  fl:>ould  fubjed;  him- 

felf 
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felf  to,  unlefs  he  is  either  called  to  it  in 
the  way  of  duty,  or  is  blell'ed  with  peculiar 
fortitude  of  nerves. 

They  have  commonly  in  this  hofpital 
more  than  fix  thoufand  patients,  and  out 
of  thefc  they  annually  lofe  one  tenth;  but 
at  different  feafons  the  proportion  varies. 

Befide  thefe  hofpitals  for  the  fick,  there 
is  a  retreat  for  widows,  founded  by  Juan 
Fragela,  a  Turkey  merchant,  born  at  Da- 
mafcus,  and  fettled  at  Cadiz,  who  died 
A.  D.  1756,  aged  one  hundred  and  four. 
In  this  hofpital  forty-feven  widows  have 
each  two  good  rooms,  with  a  weekly  al- 
lowance of  fix  reals.  They  appear  to  find 
in  it  a  comfortable  refuge. 

The  moil  intereiling  eftablifliment  in 
Cadiz,  and  the  heft  conduded  of  its  kind 
in  Spain,  is  the  hofpicio,  or  general  work- 
houfe.  This  building  is  large  and  lofty, 
handfome  and  commodious.  In  it  are  re- 
ceived the  poor  of  every  nation,  vAio  are 
unable  to  maintain  themfelves,  and  in  the 
firfl:  place,  orphans,  deferted  children,  arid 
the  aged,  who  are  palled  the  capability  for 
labour,  the  blind,  the-  lam.e,  idiots,  and 
mad  people,   but  efpecially  priefts,   when 

aged 
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aged  and  reduced  to  poverty.  Even 
flrangcrs  paffing  through  the  city,  v^dth 
perrniffion  of  the  governor,  may  be  enter- 
tained two  days. 

Neatnefs  univerfally  prevails,  and  all 
who  are  here  received  are  clean,  well 
clothed,  and  have  plenty  of  the  beft  pro- 
vifions.  Care  is  taken  to  inftrud:  them  in 
the  chriflian  doctrines,  and  every  iix  months 
the  young  people  are  publicly  examined. 
Their  education  is  to  read,  to  write,  to  caft 
accounts ;  and  fuch  as  manifeft  abilities, 
are  not  only  infl:ru<fled  in  the  principles  of 
geometry,  but,  if  they  are  fo  inclined,  are 
taught  to  draw.  The  boys  are  trained  to 
weaving,  and  to  various  crafts ;  the  girls 
fpin  flax,  cotton,  wool,  knit,  make  lace,  or 
are  employed  in  plain  work. 

Of  the  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four 
paupers  provided  for  at  the  time  of  my 
viiiting  this  eftablidiment,  the  21  ft  of 
March,  1787,  the  old  men  were  one  hun- 
dred and  nine,  the  aged  women  one  him- 
dred  and  thirty-one,  the  boys  two  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  the  girls  one  hundred  and 
feventy-one,  married  people  eighteen,  idiots 
and  mad  people,  thirty-four;  under  cor- 
3  redion. 
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redtion,  men  fifty- nine, women  thirty-eighty 
as  fervants  thirty-nine.     The   number  in- 
deed is   perpetually   varying  j   but    in    the 
whole  of  the  preceding  year,   the  rations 
of  provifion    were   three   hundred    twelve 
thoufand    four   hundred  and   nine,  which 
number,  divided  by  three  hundred  and  fixty- 
five,  points  out  the  average  to  have  been 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-five  perfons  main- 
tained   daily    in     this    houfe.     Forty-five 
looms,    and    fixteen    flocking   frames    are 
provided  for  their  fervice,  with  a  fufiicient 
number  of  fpinning- wheels,  working  bench- 
es, tools  for  carpenters,  turners,  flioemakers, 
and  tayiors,  a  twilling  mill,  a  fpinning  jenny, 
and  a  machine  for  carding  cotton. 

To  encourage  induilry,  an  account  is 
kept  for  each  individual,  wherein  he  is 
made  debtor  to  the  houfe  at  the  rate  of 
three  reals,  or  about  fcven-pence  a  day, 
and  has  credit  given  him  for  all  the  work 
he  does ;  and  ihouid  the  balance  be,  as 
often  happens,  in  his  favour,  it  is  paid  to 
him,  whenever  he  can  make  it  appear,  to 
the  fatisfadion  of  the  diredors,  that  he  is 
able  to  eftabliili  himfelf  v/ithout  their  fu- 
ture   aid.      I  examined    the    accounts    of 

many 
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ftiany,  who  cleared  for  themfelves  more 
than  half  a  crown  a  week;  and  were  look- 
ing out  for  fettlements,  that  they  might 
marry,  and  gather  the  fruits  of  their  own 
indullry. 

Adioinifig  to  the  houfe  is  a  fpacious  fliop 
for  the  accommodation  of  all  who  are 
willing  to  work;  wherein  are  provided  pro- 
per implements,  and  raw  materials;  and 
the  moment  any  one  has  completed  his 
work,  he  receives  the  price  of  his  labour, 
without  any  deduiftion,  being  at  liberty  not 
only  to  lodge  where  he  pleafes,  but  to 
fpend  his  gains  according  to  his  fancy. 
Here  I  counted  more  than  feventy  young 
people  at  their  wheels. 

But  bscaufe  many^  who  would  work, 
are  indifpenfably  confined  at  home,  where, 
from  poverty,  they  are  unable  to  procure 
cither  wheels  or  woolj  the  governors  pro- 
vide bothj  and  pay  them,  without  any  de- 
du^rtion,  for  their  work.  By  thefe  means, 
when  T  Was  there,  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  families,  m-ofe  than  five  hun- 
dred fouls,  were  trained  to  induflry.  The 
diredlors  informed  me  of  three  children, 
the  eldeft  nine  years  of  age,  who  by  fpin- 
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ning  gained  fix  reals,  that  is  more  than 
fourteen-pence  a  day,  and  maintained  a 
paralytic  father. 

,Not  fatisfied  with  thefe  exertions,  they 
have  eftablifhed  fchools  in  the  diftant 
quarters  of  the  city,  on  the  fame  plan; 
and,  providing  the  bcft  mailers  in  every 
branch  of  bufmefs,  which  they  wifh  to 
cultivate,  they  admit  freely  all  who  are  de- 
firous  of  being  taught. 

It  is  their  intention  to  pick  out  from  the 
brighteft  of  the  boys  the  beft  draftfmen, 
and  having  inftrudted  them  in  the  various 
languages  of  Europe,  to  make  them  travel 
for  the  acquifition  of  knowledge,  and  the 
advancement  of  manufactures. 

As  the  furrounding  parifhes  may 'not  find 
it  convenient  to  adopt  fimilar  inifitutions 
on  -a  fmaller  fcale,  therefore  they  receive 
the  infants,  tlie  aged,  and  the  infirm,  from 
any  of  them,  on  condition  of  being  paid  in 
due  proportion  for  their  board. 

The  manaeement  is  veiled  in  twelve 
directors,  wlio  are  prefided  over  by  the 
governor  of  the  city  for  the  time  being, 
wdth  power  to  fill  up  of  themfelves  any 
vacancy  which  may  happen  in  their  body. 
Of  thefe,  fix  take,  the  general  overfight  of 
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the  various  departments ;  the  other  fix 
have  each  a  feparate  charge,  that  every  one 
may  enjoy,  without  another  to  fliare  it 
with  him,  the  applaufe  which  his  zeal  de- 
ferves.  One  is  accomptant  general;  an- 
other is  treafurer;  a  third  is  fleward,  to 
collect  the  rents,  and  to  manage  the  re- 
venue; a  fourth  has  the  overfight  of  ma- 
nufactures; the  fifth  takes  the  charge  of 
the  provifions;  and  the  fixth  provides  the 
raiment. 

All  their  accounts  are  clear,  difl:in(5l,  and 
kept  with  moil  minute  exaClnefs. 

The  fources  of  their  revenue  are  from 
voluntary  contributions^  legacies,  a  tax  of 
one  real  a  fanega  on  all  the  v/heat  brought 
into  the  city,  and  from  the  produce  of  la- 
bour in  the  houfe.  The  whcli  expence, 
in  the  vear  1786,  was  one  million  three 
hundred  and  eighty-five  thoufand  reals;^ 
viz. 

Reals  vellon. 

Provifions  -  541,640 

Clothes         -         -       58,409 

Salaries         -         -       66,590 

Sundries       -       -       718,361 


1,38  5,000  reals  vellon, 
A  a  2  Which, 
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Which,  dividing   by  one  hundred,   that  is 
by  cutting  oil*  two   figures  from  the  right, 
leaves  thirteen  thouHmd  eight  hundred  and 
iifty  pounds. 

The  preceding  year  the  clothing  was 
nearly  three  times  as  much  :  but  the  other 
expences  differed  little  from  the  year  now 
under  examination.  If  we  take  the  ave- 
rage at  eight  hundred  and  fifty  perfons,  we 
ihall  find  the  food  for  each  amounting  to 
fix  hundred  and  thirty-feven  reals,  or  fix 
pounds  {even  {hillings  and  four  pence,  and 
the  clothes  to  thirteen  fliillin^s  and  eight 
pence.  But  in  order  to  find  out  the  whole 
expence  on  account  of  each  individual,  we 
mufi;  conlider,  that  during  the  three  years 
fince  the  hofpicio  was  firfi:  opened,  the 
o;oods  unfold  in  the  ma2:azines  amount  to 
four  hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  reals,  which 
being  divided  by  three,  gives  one  hundred 

and   fiftv-feven     thoufand    {even   hundred 

•I 

and  feventeen  for  the  proportion  of  one 
year.  Now  this  being  deducted  from  one 
million  three  hundred  and  eighty-five 
thouUnd,  leaves  one  million  two  hundred 
•and  i\',-enty-feven    thoufmd   two    hundred 
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and  eighty-three  as  the  expence  of  tlie 
pubhc  for  the  year  1786,  and  this,  divided 
by  eight  hundred  and  iifty,  gives  one  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  and  forty-three  reals,  or 
fourteen  pounds  eight  iliillings  and  feven 
pence  for  the  expence  of  each,  not  includ- 
ing the  produce  of  his  labour. 

This  accumulation  of  goods  in  their  ma- 
gazines arifes  from  the  want  of  a  market. 
Public  bodies  being  deficient  in  watchful- 
nefs,  a(5livity,  and  zeal,  labour  under  this 
difadvantage,  and  will  never  find  a  vent  for 
their  commodities,  unlefs  at  a  price  greatly 
inferior  to  what  private  manufad:urers  will 
be  able  to  obtain.  From  hence  arifes  one 
argument  againjft  fuch  eftabliiLments ;  but 
although  ftrong,  it  is  by  no  means  the 
ilrongeft,  becaufe  univerlally  people  in  con- 
finement, and  deprived  of  liberty,  eat  too 
much,  and  work  too  little.  This  beyond  a 
queilion  is  the  cafe  at  Cadiz,  in  the  hof- 
picio,  in  which  they  have  ninety-two  holi- 
days allowed  them,  and  in  which  the  ex- 
pence  of  food  and  raiment  is  double  what  it 
ihould  be. 

In  the  condudl  of  this  eflablilliment  we 
find  many  things  highly  to  be  commended, 
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and  in  the  firft  place  we  muft  admire 
the  adivity  and  zeal  of  the  diredtors. 
That  gentlemen  of  diftinguiflied  talents, 
and  men  of  bufinefs,  fhou]d  be  animated 
with  fuch  zeal  for  the  public  good,  as  to 
devote  a  confiderable  portion  of  their  time 
to  it,  and  affemble  every  evening  to  fuper- 
intend  this  work,  can  never  be  futficiently 
applauded.  In  the  detail  of  this  bufmefs 
we  difcover  not  only  zeal,  but  zeal  well 
direded  for  the  befi:  of  purpofes.  Nothing 
can  be  more  worthy  of  imitation  than  the 
public  work-fhop,  with  the  pracftice  of 
providing  wheels  and  w^ool  for  thole  who 
are  confined  at  home;  nor  can  any  thing 
more  effed:ually  excite  the  ingenuous  mind 
to  induflry  than  the  idea  that  he  (hall  be 
rewarded  for  his  pains,  and  in  the  iflue 
reap  the  fruits  of  his  own  exertions.  But 
inafmuch  as  many  anmong  the  lower  dalles 
are  deftitute  of  generous  fentiments,  and 
as  moil  of  them  have,  by  their  fupinenefs, 
reduced  themfelves  to  diilrefs  and  poverty 3 
the  regulation  introduced  into  one  of  our 
workhoufes  at  Bradford,  in  Wiltfhire,  by  a 
moft  ingenious  manager,  may  perhaps,  and, 
I  apprehend,  undoubtedly  will,  be  found 
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preferable  for  general  utility.  He  calcu- 
lates what  every  one  is  capable  of  earning, 
without  opprefTion,  and  accordingly  ap- 
points the  morning  and  the  evening  tail-c, 
which  muft  be  performed  before  they 
either  eat  or  drink.  When  this  tafk  is 
accomplished,  whatever  more  they  earn, 
they  immediately  receive.  From  this  con- 
dud  of  the  manager,  the  poor  feel  con- 
ftantly  the  two-fold  incentive  of  hope  and 
fear,  which  certainly  is  much  better  for 
them  than  to  be  under  the  influence  of  one 
motive  only,  and  that  more  remote.  His 
plan  is  to  receive  and  to  relieve  the  poor 
in  the  hour  of  diftrefs ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
to  teach  them  induftry,  and  to  get  rid  of 
them  as  foon  as  poffible. 

In  certain  circumflances  it  may  be  wife 
to  take  children  from  their  parents,  and  to 
educate  them  in  public  feminaries;  bur 
then  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  thus 
trained  up  they  are  feldom  hardy,  and  that 
they  have  never  been  found  to  make  good 
domeftics;  nor  are  they  qualified  to  rear  a 
family,  like  thofe  who  have  been  bred  up 
in  cottages,  and  have,   from   their  infancy, 
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been  taught  to  turn  their  hands  to  every 
iiind  of  work. 

To  take  old  people  from  their  families, 
and,  under  pretence  of  providing  better  for 
their  wants,  to  rob  them  of  thofe  endear- 
ments, and  that  tender  care  which  they 
would  have  received  from  their  neareil  re- 
latives and  friends,  is  cruel  in  the  extreme  3 
and  to  leave  empty  a  wretched  cottage,  or 
a  miferable  bed,  for  the  reception  of  frefli 
wretchednefs  and  mifery,  is  fo  far  from 
being  either  politic  or  wife,  that  no  condu^ 
can  be  more  remote  from  wifdom  and 
found  policy.  If,  the  moment  you  had 
provided  for  the  objecSt  of  diftrefs,  you  were 
to  pull  down  the  habitation,  and  fet  fire  to 
the  bed;  if  you  v/ere  to  delliroy  the  nell, 
which  nothing  but  wretchednefs  can  oc- 
cupy, the  cafe  w^ould  then  be  different. 
The  principle  on  w^hich  is  built  this  ob- 
fervation,  being  little  underfrood,  and  lefs 
attended  to,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  explain 
it. 

If  we  fuppofe,  in  a  good  climate,  with 
plenty  of  food  and  healthy  habitations,  the 
number  of  children  in  each  family  on  the 
average  to  be  four,  and  the  mean  age  to 
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which  they  flrall  arrive  to  be  fifty  years;  if 
tlie  men  ihould  marry  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  and  the  women  at  nineteen,  then  one 
couple,  at  11  le  end  of  thirty-three  years, 
will  leave  twelve  defcendants.  In  fifty - 
nine  years  there  will  be  tvventy-four  per- 
fons;  and  at  the  end  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  years,  oijC  hundred  and  eighty- 
eif^ht,  or  ninetv,— four  times  their  firfl 
number.  Father  Feyjoo  rci.ites,  that 
A.  D.  1590^  O'^ti  man  and  four  women 
efcaped  from  ihipwreck,  landed  in  the  iile 
of  Pines,  near  Madagafcar,  where,  finding 
plenty  of  good  fruit,  they  became,  when 
difcovered  by  the  Dutch,  twelve  thoufand. 
Should  any  one  conceive  either  this  fii&:  to 
be  miflated,  or  my  fuppofition  to  go  much 
beyond  the  mark,  he  is  welcome  to  reduce 
the  number  as  low  as  he  pleafcs,  provided 
he  leaves  me  in  poilelTion  of  this  principle, 
that  in  certain  circumilances  and  in  given 
periods,  men  will  multiply  in  proportion  to 
their  food. 

We  are  informed  that  the  Ifraelites, 
when  they  came  into  Egypt,  were  feventy 
fouls;  that  they  remained  in  the  land  of 
Qofhcn  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  and 
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that  when  they  departed,  omitting  the  Lc- 
vites,  the  amount  of  all  that  were  ahle  to 
go  out  to  war  was  fix  hundred  and  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty  7nales,  of 
twenty  years  old  and  upwards.  From 
thefe  data  we  may  conclude,  that  the  Ifra- 
elitcs  doubled  their  numbers  every  twenty- 
feven  years,  or  nearly  within  that  term. 

The  population  in  North- America  dou- 
bles every  five  and  twenty  years ;  but  in 
fome  provinces  every  fifteen  years.  iTi  mo- 
dern Europe  it  requires,  according  to  Dr. 
Smith,  five  hundred  years  to  double  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants.  The  reafon 
of  this  becomes  obvious,  if  we  call  to  mind 
the  principles  on  which  depend  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  fpecies,  and  the  caufes  by 
which  its  progrefs  may  be  retarded,  or  al- 
together limited.     Thefe  are, 

I  ft.  Want  of  food,  as  on  the  highlands 
of  Scotland,  where  a  woman  will  bring 
twenty  children,  and  rear  only  two;  or  in 
the  woods  among  the  hunting  tribes  -,  or 
even  in  the  moft  highly  cultivated  country, 
when  the  population  is  advanced  to  the 
utmoft  ability  of  the  foil  to  nourifh,  like 
as  in  China,   where  numbers  are  expofed, 
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and  perifh  in  their  infancy,  for  want  of 
food,  and  where  many  are  deterred  from 
marriage  by  the  fear  of  wanting  bread. 

2d,  Difeafes,  either  pecuHar  to  the  cli- 
mate as  at  Senegal  and  at  Batavia;  or  in- 
duced, as  at  Conftantinople,  and  even  in 
London,  by  infed:ion,  foul  air,  confinement, 
and  bad  nurfing:  difeafes  not  confined  to 
woods,  not  ravaging  the  favage  tribes  alone, 
but  fpreading  with  more  fatal  virulence  in 
great,  in  rich,  and  in  luxurious  cities. 

3d,  Want  of  commerce  for  the  promotion 
of  induilry,  and  of  a  market  for  the  furplus 
of  its  produce. 

4th,  War  in  all  its  forms,  whether  car- 
ried on  hy  uncultivated  or  by  polidied  na- 
tions, either  for  plunder,  for  conqucf},  or 
for  the  extenfion  of  commerce. 

5th,  Superftitious  vows  impofed  on  the 
monailic  orders,  and  celibacy  enjoined  the 
priefthood. 

6th,  Emigration  of  the  breeding  flock, 
and  transference  of  capitals,  ariling  either 
from  a  bad  police,  or  from  a  vicious  form  of 
government,  and  the  want  of  that  fecurity 
of  perfon  and  of  property  which  can  bq 
enjoyed  only  where  freedom  reigns ;  that 
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is,  where  men  are  fure  of  being  protetfled 
from  the  opprefTion  of  arbitrary  power, 
and  are  fubje<5l  to  none  but  wife  and  equi- 
table laws. 

7th,  Want  of  land,  or  the  opportunity  of 
acquiring  it  by  induftry. 

8th,  Want  of  habitations. 

Now  in  proportion  as  you  remove  thefe 
obftacles,  your  population  will  advance ; 
when,  therefore,  it  is  yourobjecft  to  increafe 
the  number  of  your  people,  the  way  to 
accomplilh  this  is  obvious,  and  the  tafls.  in 
Spain,  under  a  wife  government,  would  be 
eafy;  but  when  the  queflion  is,  how  to 
banilh  poverty  and  wretchednefs,  hoc  opiiSy 
hie  labor  ejL  Yet  in  the  inveftigation  of 
this  quellion  we  have  one  general  principle 
to  guide  us ;  increafe  the  quantity  of  food, 
or  where  that  is  limited,  prefcribe  bounds 
to  population.  In  a  fully  peopled  country, 
to  fay,  that  no  one  fhall  fuffer  want  is  ab- 
furd.  Could  you  fupply  their  wants,  you 
would  foon  double  their  nunnbers,  and  ad- 
vance your  population  ad  injinitwn,  which 
is  contrary  to  the  fuppofition.  It  is  indeed 
poffible  to  banifli  hunger,  and  to  fupply 
that  want  at  the  expence  of  another;  but 
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then  you  inufl:  determine  the  proportion 
that  Ihall  marry,  becaufe  you  will  have  no 
other  way  to  limit  the  number  of  your 
people.  No  human  efforts  will  get  rid  of 
this  dilemma;  nor  will  men  ever  find  a 
method,  either  more  natural,  or  better  in 
any  refpe«5t,  than  to  leave  one  appetite  to 
regulate  another. 

Having  already  enlarged  upon  this  fubjeifl 
in  a  feparate  treatife,  I  fhall  here  only  lay 
down  general  rules,  by  which  we  may  form 
a  proper  judgment  of  the  workhoufe  in 
Cadiz. 

To  inflitute  public  /hops,  where  the  in- 
duftrious  may  at  all  times  find  employment, 
is  benevolent  and  wife :  to  fupply  them  at 
home  with  implements  and  raw  materials 
is  politic;  but  to  exped:  a  profit  from  the 
labour  of  people  in  confinement  is  abfurd. 

To  fupply  the  indigent  with  food  and 
raiment,  provided  you  thereby  do  not  offer 
a  premium  to  indolence,  prodigality,  and 
vice,  is  falutary. 

To  corred:  the  lazy  and  the  fpendthrift, 
to  fhut  them  up  in  houfes  of  confinement 
till  they  have  acquired  habits  of  fobriety 
and  induflry,  is  both  juft  and  prudent;  but 

m 


[     366     ] 

in  fuch  eftablifliments,  to  feed,  to  clothe, 
to  lodge  them  better  than  the  fober  and 
the  dihgent  are  lodged,  are  clothed,  are 
fed,  is  not  agreeable  to  any  principles  of 
equity,  and  is  inconlillent  with  found  po- 
licy. 

Upon  the  grounds  already  Hated,  I  may 
venture  to  predid,  that  notwithllanding 
the  zeal  and  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  who 
fuperintend  the  general  workhoufe  at  Cadiz, 
and  in  fpite  of  all  their  wife  regulations, 
unlefs  the  people  in  it  are  compelled  to 
work  more,  and  have  lefs  to  eat,  in  a 
courfe  of  years  the  city  will  be  nearly  as 
full  of  beggars  as  before  the  foundation  of 
this  houfe  v/as  laid.  For  whilft  all  the 
habitations,  now  recently  emptied,  remain 
to  receive  new  tenants  in  fimilar  diftrefs 
with  thofe  who  quitted  them,  and  whillt 
fuch  a  comfortable  refuo;e  is  at  hand  for 
them,  indolence,  prodigality,  and  vice  will 
have  nothing  to  fear,  but  every  thing  to 
hope;  and  the  moil  improvident  will  not 
heiitate  to  contracSl  thofe  bands  on  which 
the  propagation  of  their  race  depends. 

I    cannot    quit    the   hofpicio,    without 
taking  notice  of  the  kitchen,  on  account  of 
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its  fingular  flrudlure.  The  chimney  is  an 
octagon,  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  fur- 
rounded  by  fixteen  floves,  eight  of  them 
large,  and  contiguous  to  it,  and  as  many 
fmall,  comniunicating  by  means  of  flues. 
The  larger  floves  are  three  feet  diameter, 
by  three  and  an  half  in  depth.  Under  the 
Jcitchen  is  a  cellar  to  receive  the  aflies. 

The  merchants  of  this  city,  ever  fince 
the  commerce  of  Peru  and  Mexico  was 
tranfported  here  from  Seville,  have  rifen  in 
conlideration ;  but,  in  the  prefent  moment, 
they  have  received  a  fevere  fhock  by  the 
removal  of  the  barrier  vvhich  had  fecured. 
that  monopoly  to  them.  The  confequence 
has  been,  a  glutted  market  in  the  Tranf-at- 
lantic  colonies,  many  failures  in  Cadiz,  and 
not  a  few  in  thofe  cities  v/hich  have  ea- 
gerly engaged  in  new  and  flattering  enter- 
prizes,  without  fufhcient  capitals  to  fland 
the  fhock  of  competition,  and  the  heavy 
lofTes  inevitable  upon  the  firfl  laying  open 
of  an  extenfive  commerce. 

The  Spanifli  government  has  never  yet 
acquired  any  liberal  ideas  refpeding  ^ade, 
and  even  at  the  prefent  moment,  ibme  of 
their   befl    political  writers    refemble   lag 
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hounds  hunting  the  flale  fcent,  whilfl  tils 
fiectefl;    are    already    in    pofieliion    of  the 
irame.     In  ikad   of   thro  win  1^   down   everv 
obftiiclj  to  commerce,  they  labour  to  con- 
tratit  its  limits,  under  tlie  vain  hope  of  efta- 
blilhing  a  monopoly,  witb.out   confidering 
either  their  own  want  of  capital,  of  Induf- 
trv^,  and  of  an  enterprifmg  fpirit,  or  the  ut- 
ter impollibility  of  preventing  fmuggling, 
whilfl:  other   nations,  ^^■ith   greater  advan- 
tages for  trade,  can  underfeil  them  in  the 
market.     Until  they  /hall  be  more  enlight^- 
ened,  until  they   Ihall  have   baniflied  their 
inquilitors,  and  until  the  happy  period  fiiall 
arrive,  when,  under  the  protection  of  a  free 
government,  they  ihall  have  reftored  public 
credit,  all  their  prohibitions,  all  their  feve- 
ritits  exercifed  on  the  property  and  perfons 
of  the  illicit  traders,  all    their  commercial 
treaties,  and  all  their  commercial  wars,  into 
which  ambition  mav  betray  them,  will  be 
frivolous  and  vain;    becaufe  no  efforts  will 
ever  prevail  again  ft  the  united  interefts  of 
their  o\\n  fubie<5ts,  and   of  all  furrounding 
nations. 

Even    at    home,    xht    watchfulnefs    and 
cnertj-v  of  cro\'ernment  li.ith  never  been  able 
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to  enforce  its  prohibitions;  for,  notwith- 
ftanding  thcfe,  when  I  was  travelling 
through  Spain,  all  the  men  appeared  in 
Manchcfler  cotton  goods,  and  no  woman 
was  without  her  mullin  veil.  In  Spain,  as 
throughout  Europe,  it  is  found,  that  when 
the  price  of  infurance  is  lefs  than  the  du- 
ties impofed  on  the  commodity,  no  laws 
are  fufficient  to  control  the  operations  of 
illicit  traders. 

Previous  to  the  year  1720,  the  commerce 
of  America  was  confined  to  Seville,  not  in- 
tentionally, but  by  a  regulation  of  Charles 
V.  in  the  year  1529,  who,  intending  to  lay 
that  commerce  open  for  all  his  fubjedts  of 
Caftille,    permitted    merchants    to    freight 
their  fhips  from  the  chief  ports  of  Bifcay, 
of  the  Afturias,  and  of  Gallicia,  with  Ma- 
laga and  Carthagena,  provided  they  return- 
ed to  Seviik^  under  penalty  of  death,  and 
confifcation  of  their  cargoes,  in  cafe  of  non- 
compliance   v/ith    that  abfurd   injunction . 
As  for  the  cities  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Arragon,  they  were  wholly  excluded  from 
the  commerce  of  America,  and  could  reap 
no  advantage  from  the   newly  difcovered 
continent.     In  confequence  of  thefe  regu- 
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latlons,  and  the  heavy  duties  of  twenty  per 
cent,  impofed  on  all  goods  exported  to 
America,  or  imported  from  it,  befide  the 
duty  of  tonnage  on  the  vellels,  the  contra- 
band trade  became  fo  lucrative,  and  of 
courfe  fo  extenfive  in  its  operations,  that 
little  could  be  carried  on  to  advantage  un- 
d&i-  the  fandlion  of  the  laws. 

A.  D.  1720,  the  emporium  was  changed, 
and  the  commerce,  which  for  two  centu- 
ries had  proved  a  fource  of  wealth  to  Se- 
ville, was  tranflated  to  Cadiz.  At  the  fame 
time  the  duties  were  lowered,  and,  inftead 
of  twenty  per  cent,  on  exports,  rated  ac- 
cording to  their  value,  all  bale  goods  and 
boxes  paid  a  fettled  tonnage  of  five  reals 
and  /n  half  of  plate  for  the  cubic  palm, 
without  examination,  or  any  confideration, 
either  of  the  nature  or  the  quality  of  the 
articles  contained  in  them.  The  tonnage 
varied  according  to  a  table  comprehending 
the  lixteen  ports  of  Spanifli  America,  being 
different  in  each.  The  inexpediency  of 
thefe  regulations  is  too  obvious  to  efcape 
unnoticed  by  the  reader. 

Thefe  were  not,  however,  the  only  mif- 
takes  made  by  the  Spaniili  government  in 
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its  commerce  with  the  colonies;  for,  inflead 
of  difpatching  fmall  veiTels  frequently,  as 
the  market  might  require,  previous  to  the 
year  1740,  the  whole  trade  was  carried  on 
by  twenty-feven  galleons,  and  flotas  to  the 
number  of  about  twenty-three;  the  former 
failing  annually  to  Porto  Beilo,  the  latter, 
once  in  three  years,  to  Vera  Cruz;  the 
former  for  the  commerce  of  Peru,  the  lat- 
ter for  that  of  Mexico ;  the  fmallefl  veffel 
being  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  the 
others  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thou- 
fand. 

The  galleons  firft  touched  at  Carthagena 
for  the  convenience  of  the  merchants  of 
Popayan  and  Santa  Fe,  who  brought  gold 
and  bezoar  ftones,  carrying  back  with 
them,  in  exchange,  provifions  and  Euro- 
pean goods.  But  the  principal  mart  was 
Porto  Bello,  a  town  fituated  in  fuch  a  bar- 
ren country,  and  fubjed:  to  fuch  noxious 
vapours,  that,  except  during  the  annual 
fair,  which  lafted  forty  days,  it  was  deferted. 
Hither  the  merchants  brou'>-ht  their  o-nld 
and  filver,  with  Peruvian  bark,  and  Vicuiia 
wool;  and  beyond  this  the  Spaniili  trader 
eould  not  feud  his  goods,  nor  could  the 
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Peruvians  difpofe  of  theirs,  upon  their  own 
;iccount,  in  Spain. 

The  EngUfh,  by  an  article  in  the  peace 
of  Utrecht,  had  the  privilege  of  fending 
annually  a  fliip  of  five  hundred  tons  to 
Porto  Bello,  loaded  with  all  kinds  of  mer- 
chandife  3  but  under  covert  of  this  indul- 
gence they  commonly  freighted  one  of  twice 
that  burthen,  accompanied  by  tenders  from 
Jamaica,  with  which,  when  near  the  port, 
they  exchanged  provifions  for  piece  goods ; 
and  by  that  contrivance,  ufually  carried 
more  articles  of  commerce  than  five  or  fix 
of  the  Spaniih  fleet.  From  A.  D.  1737, 
the  fair,  and,  together  with  it,  Panama  and 
Porto  Bello,  have  declined. 

As  long  as  the  court  confined  the 
trade  of  Peru  to  galleons,  it  gradually  de- 
creafed,  infomuch  that  inilead  of  employ- 
ing fifteen  thoufand  tons,  it  was  funk,  in 
the  year  1740,  to  lefs  than  two  thoufand. 
((U.  Campomanes  Educacio?i  popular.).  But 
no  fooner  had  the  marquis  de  la  Enfenada 
fubftituted  regifter  fliips  in  the  place  of  gal- 
leons, than  the  trade  revived;  and  when,  in 
the  year  1765,  the  barriers  were  in  part 
removed,  and  all   Spain,  the  provinces  of 
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Bifcay  alone  excepted,  was  permitted  to 
fend  its  produdions  to  Jucatan  and  the 
v/indward  iilands  of  Margarita  and  Trini- 
dad; and  when,  inftead  of  the  duties  of  the 
tonelada  and  pahneo,  only  fix  per  cent,  was 
laid  upon  all  goods  exported,  the  com- 
merce, which  had  been  like  the  fummer's 
brook,  foon  refembled  a  great  river,  and 
enriched  all  the  countries  through  which 
it  flowed. 

In  confequence  of  the  benefits  received 
by  the   partial  removal  of  thefe   impedi- 
ments to  commerce,  which  were  clearly  and 
powerfully  ilated  by  count   Campomanes, 
government,  although   relu(5lantly,   at  lail 
(A.  D.  1778)  confented  to  lay  open  the  trade 
of  America  to  all  its  fubjed:s,  thofe  alone 
excepted,  who,  not  being  bound  by  the  ge- 
neral laws  of  the  peninfula,  could  not  fafely 
be  admitted  to   the  enjoyment  of  this  pri- 
vilege.   The  inhabitants  of  Bifcay  have  re- 
ceived, however,  ample   compenfation  for 
their  lofs  in  the  peculiar  immunities  which 
they  inherit  from   their  fathers,  and  more 
eip2cially  in  the  freedom  of  their  ports. 

Such  have  been  the  general  regulations. 
B»t  Spain,  like  England,  and  other  nations 
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of  Europe,  has  granted,  from  time  to  time, 
exclufive  privileges  to  chartered  companies, 
not  only  to  the  injury  of  its  citizens  at 
large,  and  of  its  manufadiurers  in  particu- 
lar, but  to  the  oppreffion  of  thofe  provinces 
which  have  been  fubje<5led  to  a  monopoly. 
If  a  country  could  be  found  uncivilized,  yet 
free,  and  abounding  with  capitals  unem- 
ployed in  trade  i  or  if  large  fums  were  re- 
quired for  hazardous  undertakings,  more 
than  could  be  raifed  on  the  credit  of  a  pri- 
vate company,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  grant  of 
a  monopoly,  with  peculiar  privileges,  might 
be  endured;  but  that  a  trade,  once  open, 
fhould  be  confined  for  the  benefit  of  a  few, 
to  the  difadvantage  of  tlie  many,  is  incon- 
iiftent  with  every  principle  of  equity,  and 
of  commercial  policy. 

A.  D.  1728,  Philip  V.  granted  by  char- 
ter to  a  company,  taking  the  name  of  Gui- 
puzcoa,  the  exclufive  trade  of  Caraccas,  in 
the  province  of  Venezuela,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  refhipping,  by  fmaller  vefi^els,  all 
its  furplus  commodities  for  Cumana  and 
Guayana,with  Trinidad  and  Margarita,  two 
iflands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oronoco,  that 
this  company   might  exchange  European 
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goods  for  gold,  filver,  hides,  cacao,  lligar, 
and  fuch  other  fruits  as  thefe  countries 
produced;  but  in  the  event,  cacao  became 
their  ftaple  commodity.  A.  D.  1752,  the 
province  of  Maracaybo  was  added  to  their 
grant. 

This  company  at  firft  employed  twelve 
veflels  to  carry  on  its  trade,  with  nineteen 
to  guard  the  coall  from  fmugglers,  varying 
thefe  numbers  as  fuited  their  convenience ; 
and  for  both  thefe  purpofos  they  engaged 
two  thoufand  hve  liundred  feamen.  Such 
an  expencc,  with  the  heavy  charge  of  ma- 
nagement by  directors,  fupercargoes,  fac- 
tors, agents,  clerks,  &c.  6cc.  required  con- 
fiderable  profits,  beyond  what  the  private 
adventurer  would  have  been  happy  to  re- 
ceive, had  the  trade  been  free;  and  there^ 
fore,  as  was  moil  natural,  produced  exac- 
tion operating  againfl  the  colonifl,  a  con- 
tracted commerce  checking  the  manufadtu- 
rer  at  home,  and  feverities  exercifed  in  vain 
to  reftrain  the  operations  of  the  illicit 
trader,     (1;.  Campomanes  Educ.  pop.). 

The  ports  they  ufed  in  Spain  were  S. 
Sebaftian  and  Cadiz,  into  which,  in  five 
years,  from  1770  to  1774,  they  imported 
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one  hundred  feventy  nine  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  fifty -fix  fanegas  of  cacao, 
each  fanega  being  one  hundred  and  ten 
Cailillian  pounds;  and  by  this  large  im- 
portation funk  the  price  of  chocolate  in 
Spain  to  one-half  of  what  it  had  been  be- 
fore. 

The  cacao  is  the  fruit  of  the  Theohroma 
Joins  integerrimis,  one  of  the  Polyadelphia 
Pentandria,  and  flouriflies  in  America  be- 
tween the  tropics,  but  more  efpecially  in 
the  province  of  Venezuela.  The  fruit  grows 
on  the  trunk  and  on  the  branches,  and  ne- 
ver fails  at  any  fealbn  of  the  year.  In 
Spain  they  mix  fix  pounds  of  tlie  nut  with 
three  pounds  or  three  and  an  half  of  fugar, 
feven  pods  of  vanillas,  one  pound  and  an 
half  of  Indian  corn,  and  half  a  pound  of 
cinnamon,  fix  cloves,  one  drachm  of  cap- 
ficum,  fome  roucou  nut,  to  improve  the 
colour,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  muik,  or  am- 
bergris, to  give  it  a  pleafant  fcent.  Some 
people,  however,  ufe  only  the  nut,  with 
fugar  and  cinnamon.  The  Indians,  to  one 
pound  of  the  nut  put  half  a  pound  of  In- 
dian corn,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  fugar, 
and  fome  rofe-water. 

The 
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The  vanillas  are  pods  filled  with  minute 
feeds,  from  a  parafitical  climbing  plant,  de- 
fcribcd  under  the  name  of  Epidefidnim  Va- 
mllicij  Sp.  PI.  I  347,  belonging  to  the  Gy- 
nandrous  clafs,  ("t*.  Pulteney's  View  of  the 
Writings  of  Linnceus.) 

A.  D.  1780,  the  Carraccas  company  re- 
ceived the  fevereft  iliock  in  the  capture  of 
a  rich  convoy  by  Lord  Rodney,  valued  at 
m.ore  than  two  hundred  thoufmd  pounds; 
and  a  few  years  after,  their  capital  was  ab- 
forbed  in  a  new  ellabhlhment,  called  the 
Company  of  the  Philippines. 

This  company,  inftituted  agreeably  to 
the  ideas  fuggefiied  by  the  Abbe  Raynal, 
in  his  view  of  the  European  fettlements, 
took  its  rife  in  the  year  178^,  with  a  ca- 
pital of  twelve  hundred  thouf-ind  pounds, 
and  with  valuable  privileges  granted  to  it  for 
a  term  of  twenty-iive  years.  Previous  to 
this  eilablifhment,  two  iliips  failed  an- 
nually, one  from  Acapulco,  a  fea-port  oi 
Mexico,  and  croffmg  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
carried  the  treafures  of  America  to  the 
Philippines;  the  other,  returning  by  the 
fune  courfe  from  Manilla,  the  capital  of 
Luconia,  came  to  Acapulco,  "ivhere  it  was 
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jnct  by  veiTcls  from  Lima,  loaded  with 
cacao,  quickfilver,  and  hard  dollars;  in 
barter  for  which  the  merchants  fent  back 
china  ware,  fpices,  perfumes,  filk,  callicoes, 
muflins,  and  printed  linens,  the  produce  of 
the  Eafl. 

When  the  Philippine  company  began  its 
operations,  this  traffic  ceafed;  and  now, 
under  the  fpecious  idea  of  faving  time, 
with  freight  and  infurance,  required  in  con- 
veying the  gold  and  filver  of  Peru  and 
Mexico,  by  Europe  to  the  eaft,  thefe  pre- 
cious metals  are  fent  diredly  weftward  to 
the  place  of  their  final  deflination,  whilft 
the  more  bulky  and  perifhable  produce  of 
the  Eaft,  to  the  fame  amount  in  value,  is 
diverted  from  its  former  courfe,  and  made 
to  defcribe,  in  the  oppofite  direction,  that 
fegment  of  the  circle  which  had  anciently 
been  traced  by  their  filver  and  their  gold. 

The  Philippine  iflands,  almofl  innumer- 
able, and  cafl  up  by  volcanos,  are  healthy, 
fertile,  and,  befide  all  the  grains  of  Europe, 
produce  gold,  copper,  iron,  fliip- timber, 
hemp,  alum,  falt-petre,  cattle,  hides,  fago, 
rice,  raifins,  cacao,  fugar,  tobacco,  w^ax, 
iilh,  and  couries,  which  are  the  money  of 
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Indoftan.  Thefe,  with  the  filver,  indigo, 
and  cochineal  of  America,  the  company 
barters  with  the  inhabitants  of  Afia  for 
muilins,  cottons,  filks,  fpices,  tea^  quick- 
filver,  and  china  ware,  which,  with  the 
fuperabundant  produce  of  the  iflands,  are 
now  brought  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
Europe,  and  are  admitted  under  eafy  duties 
into  Spain,  with  a  drawback  of  one-third 
on  their  exportation. 

Nothing  could  be  more  flattering  to  the 
hopes  of  the  minifler,  than  a  plan  apparent- 
ly fo  well   contrived,  and  carried  on  under 
the  aufpices  of  a  moll  able  and  enterprifing 
foreip-ner,  who  had  already  lignalized  him- 
felf  by  the  formation   of  the  bank.     Yet' 
pleafing  as  the  profpe(ffc  was,  all  his  hopes, 
and  all  the  expectations  of  the   nation  are 
upon  the  point  of  vanifhing.     With  heavy 
charges  of  adminiftration,   with  every  dif- 
ad vantage  in  the  purchafe  of  commodities, 
the  chief  articles  of  trade  are  either  fpoiling 
for  want  of  a  market,  or  fold  to  a  confider- 
able  lofs.     As  for  tea,  they  never  ufe  it; 
china  v/are  is  little  in  requeft ;  the  lilks,  the 
muflins,  and  the  cotton  goods,  whilft  they^ 
could  find  purchafers,  had  a  tendency  to 
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deftroy  their  favourite  manufa6lures ;  and 
now,  fince  thefe  latter  articles  mufl  abide 
the  illue  of  a  fair  competition  with  the 
Enghfh,  the  company  may  be  faid  to  have 
received  its  mortal  wound. 

In  a  country  fubjed:  to  defpotic  power, 
if  the  minifter  of  the  day  will  purchafc 
confidence,  he  muft  bid  high  for  itj  if  he 
will  have  trading  companies  incorporated, 
with  commanding  capitals,  he  muft  grant 
them  monopolies,  with  exclufive  privileges, 
inconfiftent  with  the  general  good.  Yet 
after  all,  fuch  companies  will  hold  thefe 
privileges  by  a  moft  uncertain  tenure,  and 
when  they  come  to  balance  their  accounts, 
may  find,  that  whilft  they  flattered  them- 
felves  with  the  hope  of  gaining  more  than 
juft  and  reafonable  intereft  for  their  money, 
they  have  loft  the  capital  itfelf. 

Should  this  be  the  event  with  the  Phi- 
lippine company,  the  nation  will  have  rea- 
fon  to  rejoice,  and  the  private  merchant 
may  triumph  in  its  fall,  not  on  account  of 
its  oftenlibly  exclufive  privileges,  but  be- 
caufe  the  whole  of  America  and  of  Africa 
being  open  to  its  fpeculations,  no  limited 
capitals  can  ftand  a  competition  with  it  in 
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the  market.  Had  they  met  with  the  fup- 
port  they  had  reafon  to  expert,  they  muft 
have  fwallowed  up  the  whole  trade  of  Spain, 
and  in  the  ilTue  have  been  the  ruin  of  that 
country. 

They  have  already  extended  their  opera- 
tions to  Vera  Cruz,  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
to  moft  fea-ports  of  America,  and  at  the 
prefent  moment  they  are  purchafmg  Haves 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  Thefe  formerly 
were  fupplied  by  the  English,  agreeably  to 
an  article  in  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  AJJic?ito.  After  the 
expiration  of  this  grant,  various  contracts 
have  been  made,  and  among  others,  one 
recently  with  Daw^fon  and  Baker,  oi  Li- 
verpool, who  have  agreed  to  furnifh  three 
thoufand  annually  to  the  Spanifh  illands, 
and  upon  this  contra6t  have  received  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  thofe  they 
have  fupplied  already. 

The  treatment  of  the  negroes  in  the 
Spanifh  fettlements  is  fo  humane,  fo  wife, 
fo  juH:,  and  fo  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
principles  of  political  ceconomy,  that  I 
rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  giving  to  their 
government  the  praife  which  is  fo  pecu- 
liarly 
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liarly  its  due.  The  Have,  both  in  his  per- 
fon  and  his  property,  is  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  retains  the  right  of 
redemption  upon  equitable  terms.  Thefe 
are  fettled  by  arbitrators,  the  flave  having 
the  privilege  of  chooling  one,  and  the 
mailer  having  the  nomination  of  the  other; 
and  in  cafe  of  their  dif agreement,  the  judge 
fixes  upon  a  third. 

As  to  acquifition  of  property,  it  is  ren- 
dered eafy  to  the  flave,  if  he  has  either  in- 
duflry,  or  any  defire  to  be  free ;  becaufe  he 
may  claim  the  numerous  feftivals,  befide 
two  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  to  cul* 
tivate  his  garden,  to  feed  his  poultry  and 
his  pigs,  and  to  carry  his  commodities  to 
market. 

Is  not  this  regulation  more  beneficial  to 
the  whole  community,  than  if  all  the  flaves 
indifcriminately  were  reftored  to  freedom  ? 
In  the  Spanifh  idands  its  good  eftefts  have 
been  experienced  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
mofl  of  the  artificers,  the  tradefmen,  and 
mechanics,  are  negroes,  who  by  their  in- 
duflry  and  frugality,  or  by  their  fingular 
fidelity,  have  obtained  their  freedom ;  and 
to  the  credit  of  this  inftitution  it  has  been 
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obferved,  that  two  of  the  beil  battalions  at 
the  Havannah  are  compofcd  of  blacks,  who 
have  been  flaves. 

It  were  much  to  be  wifhed  that  we 
might  be  warranted,  with  equal  juflice,  to 
bellow  commendations  on  the  Spanifli 
court  for  liberality  of  conducft  towards  the 
colonies  j  but  unfortunately,  the  fame  fpirit 
of  monopoly  prevails  in  that,  as  in  the 
other  courts  of  Europe,  the  fame  narrow 
policy,  the  fame  contraded  views  3  pro- 
ducing both  at  home  and  abroad  languifhing 
manufactures,  a  crippled  trade,  with  poverty 
and  want  of  population,  and  in  the  colo- 
nies, difcontents,  tending  towards  difmem- 
berment  of  empire. 

In  confequence  of  oppreffive  regulations 
attempted  in  Peru,  that  rich  province  was 
well  nigh  loft  to  Spain,  if  its  political  fepa- 
ration  may  be  confidered  as  a  lofs.  For 
the  Marquis  de  Sonora,  to  whofe  memory 
is  due  much  encomium  for  his  removal  of 
impediments  to  trade,  and  for  many  regu- 
lations highly  beneficial  to  the  commerce 
of  his  country,  when  he  attempted  to  efla- 
blifh  in  Peru  a  royal  monopoly  of  tobacco, 
with  fome  taxes  odious  to  the  people,  he 
4  .  kindled 
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kindled  the  flames  of  civil  war,  (A.  D.  1781) 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  indifcrction  of 
the  rebellious  chief,  the  event  v^ould  have 
been  the  fame  which  England  experienced 
upon  a  fmiilar  occafion.  The  leader  of 
this  revolt  was  Tupacamaro,  cafique  of 
Arequipa,  who,  pretending  to  derive  his 
origin  from  the  facred  line,  and  to  be  de- 
fcended  from  the  fun,  called  himfelf  the 
Ynca.  He  had  met  Avith  friendflilp  and 
protection  from  the  corregidor ;  yet  he  be- 
gan his  revolt  by  caufing  this  man  to  be 
hantred:  and  fuch  were  the  numerous  in- 
fiances  of  his  cruelty  and  devaflations  com- 
mitted on  the  perfons  and  the  property  of 
both  foes  and  friends,  that  many  of  the 
Indians  joined  with  government  againfl 
him.  He  was  at  laft  taken  prifoner,  and 
hanged ;  and  by  his  death  a  period  was  put 
to  the  civil  war,  yet  not  till  more  than  two 
hundred  thoufand  perfons  had  perifhed  in 
the.  conflict. 

The  minifter  of  the  Indies  rendered  ef- 
fential  fervice  to  the  mines,  by  lowering  the 
price  of  quickfilver  from  eighty  hard  dollars 
to  forty-one,  that  is,  to  eight  pounds  four 
fiiillings  the  quintal  or  hundred   weight. 

The 
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The  mines  of  Spain,  chiefly  that  of  Alnia- 
den,  formerly  produced  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  this  femi-metal  for  the  colonies. 
They  were  at  that  time  under  the  dired:ion 
of  the  famous  Bowles,  an  Irifliman  of  lin- 
gular abilities,  and  of  fuch  integrity,  that 
after  having  gained  millions  for  the  king, 
his  widow  has  been  left  to  fpend  the  refidue 
of  her  days  in  poverty.  At  prefent,  Spain 
can  furniih  only  fixteen  thoufand  quintals, 
and  therefore,  to  fupply  the  deficiency,  a 
contradl  has  been  made  with  the  count  da 
Greppi,  the  imperial  confui  at  Cadiz,  for 
twelve  thoufand  quintals  annually,  for 
which  government  agrees  to  give  iifty- 
three  hard  dollars,  felling  it  again  at  lixty- 
three.  There  was  indeed  a  good  mine  of 
quickfilver  at  ^ancavelica,  in  Peru;  but> 
by  covetoufnefs  and  bad  management,  it 
fell  in,  and  was  loft.  Even  after  this,  Ul- 
loa  might  have  re-eftablifhed  it,  had  he  not 
been  fo  indifcreet  as  to  deted:  and  to  oppofe 
the  mal-adminiftration  of  fome  men  who 
were  in  power. 

In  confequence  of  thus  reducing  the 
price  of  quickfilver,  and  lowering  the  tri- 
bute of  gold  to  one  in  twenty,  and  of  fil- 

VoL.  11.  G  c  ver 
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ver  to  one  in  ten,  inftead  of  taking,  as  for- 
merly, twenty  per  cent,  on  each,  the  produce 
of  both  increafed,  and  in  Mexico,  A.  D. 
1776,  double  the  ufual  quantity  of  filver 
was  coined,  amounting  to  more  than  two 
millions  and  an  half  of  fterling  money. 

The  whole  produce  of  the  Spanifli  mines 
in  America  amounted,  in  the  year  1776, 
to  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  or,  in  flerling, 
four  millions  and  an  half;  but  in  the  fpace 
of  fiX  years  it  rofe  confiderably,  and  is  now 
Hated  at  five  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds. 

On  the  firfh  difcovery  of  America,  this 
treafure  centered  in  Spain;  and,  as -far  as 
laws  could  opernte,  was  confined  to  the  pe- 
ninfula.  The  confequence  of  this  was,  the 
ruin  of  their  manufadures  at  home;  for,  as 
the  cortes  juflly  complained  to  the  empe- 
ror Charles  V,  the  quantity  of  gold  and 
filver  in  flagnation  there,  raifed  the  price 
of  labour,  {v.  Campomanes  Educ.  popu- 
lar, part  iv.  page  112,  note  98.)  Yet,  in 
procefs  of  time,  the  fecret  was  developed, 
that  no  human  power  can  flop  the  natural 
progrefs  of  thefe  precious  m.etals ;  and 
Spain,  cxhaufled  of  its  filver,  was  over- 
X  v/helmed  ' 
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whelmed  with  bafe  copper  money,  poured 
into  it  from  futrounding  nations,  {v.  Cam- 
pomanes,  E.  P.  part  iv.  p.  272.) 

The  fa(fb  itfelf  is  notorious,  that  the 
country  is  deftitute  of  fpecie,  at  leaft  rela- 
tively fo;  and  count  Campomanes,  with 
great  propriety,  points  out  the  real  caufes 
which  have  produced  this  effed:.  As  fuch, 
he  flates  the  expenlive  v/ars  carried  on  in 
the  fjpport  of  foreign  dominion  ^  and,  in 
confequence  of  their  having  lofl  their  ma- 
nufasflures,  the  fams  expended  to  purchafe 
from  their  more  induftrious  neighbours  the 
moft  common  articles  of  clothings 

In  the  year  1784,  the  value  of  exports 
txD  America  was  as  follow,  being  reduced 
to  pounds  fterling : 

Spanifh  produce.    Foreign  produce 


Cadiz      1,438,912 

Malaga  196,379 

Seville  62,713 

Barcelona  122,631 

Coruna  6^,^j^ 

Santander  36,715 

Tortofa  7,669 

Canaries  24,974 

Gijon  4,281 


>r.i,95S>849 


2,182,531 
14,301 

30.543 
21,240 

39,962 

90,173 

289 

10,190 


£.2,389,229 
C  c  2 


Total  produce. 

3,621,443 

210,680 

93,256 

143,871 
104,537 
126,888 

7^9  5  B 

24,974 

14,471 


£.4,348,078 
The 
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The  duties  upon  thefe  produced  one 
hundred  feventy  thoufand  and  eight  hun- 
dred pounds. 

The  value  of  imports  from  America  was 
as  follow,  being  reduced  to  fterling. 


In  money  and  jewels. 

In 

merchandlfe. 

Cadiz 

Malaga 

Barcelona 

^ 

8,297,164 

102,140 

2,990,757 
18,605 
91*233 

Corunna 

Santander 

Canaries 

— 

741,283 
40,843 

109,807 

90,001 

100,974 

52,366 

z 

.9,291,237 

2 

3>343'936 

The  whole  import  was  ;^.  12,635,173, 

being  more  than  double  what  was  ftated  by 

the  abbe  Raynal;  and  the  duty  upon  this 

.  amounted  to   five   hundred  twenty- feven 

*  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty- three 

pounds. 

.The  various  prices  of  commodities  com- 
ing from  America  were,   A.  D.  1775,  in 
■  Cadiz,  viz. 

'  Cochinealy  the  beft,  from  ninety- feven  to 
one  .hundred  and  four  ducats  of  eleven 
reals  of  plate  the  arroba,  or  about  fixteen 
{hillings  the  pound. 

Indigo, 
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IndigOy  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-four 
reals  of  plate  the  pound,  the  real  of  plate 
being  four  pence  halfpenny. 

Cacao,  from  twenty-fix  to  forty-one  dol- 
lars the  fanega,  but  moflly  at  forty.  As, 
tlierefore,  fixteen  fanegas  are  equal  at  Ca- 
diz to  twenty-five  Winchefter  bufliels,  it 
may  be  reckoned  at  X^.  3.  i6x.  qd.  the 
bufliel. 

Sugar,  moderately  white,  twenty- five 
reals  of  plate  the  arroba,  or  about  four 
pence  halfpenny  a  pound.  , 

Hidesy  from  Buenos  Ayres,  Caraccas,  and 
Orinoco,  about  five  pence  a  pound;  but 
from  the  Havannah  confiderably  lefs. 

.  Vicuna  Wooly  from  Peru,  about  two 
pence  halfpenny  a  pound;  and  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  at  two  pence  nearly. 

Cotton,  clean,  about  three  fliillings  a 
pound. 

Copper,  from  Mexico  and  Peru,  twenty- 
four  dollars  the  quintal,  or  about  eight 
pence  a  pound,  on  a  fuppofition  that  one 
hundred  and  four  pounds  Spanifli  equal 
o;ie  hundred  and  twelve  Englilh;  from 
Chili  it  is  twenty- five  per  cent,  cheaper. 

T^in,  from  America,  was  tv/enty  dollars 

C  c  3  the 
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the  quintal,  whilll  that  from  England  fold 
for  twenty-five;  the  former  being  fome- 
thing  more  than  fix  pence  halfpenny  per 
pound,  {v.  Campomanes,  Apend.  a  la  Ed. 
pop.  p.  144.^) 

The  whole  trade  of  Cadiz  engages  about 
one  thoufand  vefiels,  of  which  nearly  one- 
tenth  are  Spanifh. 

The  wines  mofi:  remarkable  in  Cadiz 
are  Sherry  and  Pacaretti,  both  from  Xeres 
and  its  vicinity;  the  former  is  fold  for  for- 
ty-eight pounds  a  ton,  the  latter  for  fifty- 
fix;  and  thefe,  when  they  come  to  Eng- 
land, in  the  out-ports,  pay,  cuftom-s,  fixteen 
p-uineas;  excife,  eleven  pounds  eighteen 
fhillings  the  ton,  being  four  hoglheads  or 
two  pipes;  in  London^.  2,  16/.  more. 

Merchants  are  liable  to  peculiar  difad- 
X'antages  in  Spain,  not  only  from  the  nature 
of  the  government,  which  is  perfe<5tly  de- 
fpotic,  and  from  the  ignorance,  m.ifinforma- 
tion,  or  inattention,  too  often  to  be  lament- 
ed in  the  beft  of  minifi:ers;  not  only  by 
abfurd  prohibitions,  by  monopolies,  and  by 
opprefiive  duties,  but  by  the  n'iifcondu(5t  ^f 
the  provincial  governors,  who  frequently 
^re  influenced  by  mercenary  views,  in  the 

judgment 
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judgment  they  pronounce  between  con- 
tending parties. 

A  late  military  governor,  much  favoured 
by  the  king,  being  fupreme  in  all  civil  and 
filcal  caules,  when  he  was  new  in  office,  re- 
fufed  taking  bribes,  and  ruled  his  rapacious 
officers  with  a  rod  of  iron;  but  long  before 
he  was  difgraced,  he  became  infe6led  with 
the  love  of  money,  and  received  it  upon  the 
moft  infamous  occalions  without  a  blufli. 
Under  his  prote(ftion,  merchants  defrauded 
the  revenue,  and  bankrupts  found  llielter 
from  their  creditors.  This  was  notorious; 
yet,  when  he  was  recalled,  fuch  had  beenr 
his  predecelTors,  and  fuch  were  they  likely 
to  be  who  fliould  be  appointed  to  fucceed 
him,  that  he  retired  lamented,  and  carried 
with  him  certificates  of  his  good  conduct, 
figned  however,  chiefiy  by  the  monks, 
whom,  previous  to  his  departure,  he  had 
much  carelTed. 

On  his  retreat,  his  power  was  divided, 
and  the  civil  government  was  adminiflcred 
by  the  alcaldes  mayores  of  tl:fcc  city,  each 
alternately  holding  it  a  week.  One  of 
thefe  having,  for  the  trifling  confideration 
of  twenty  dollars,  granted  an  order  to  a  cre- 

C  c  4  ditojT 


[     39^     ] 

dltor  in  Spain  to  feize,  for  his  own  private 
benefit,  the  effedrs  of  a  bankrupt;  the  agent 
of  other  creditors  in  England,  taking  the 
alcalde  by  the  hand,  with  forty  dollars,  rea- 
dily procured  a  reverfal  of  the  order,  and 
thus  purchafed  fubflantial  jufticc  for  his 
employers. 

Another  alcalde  having  promifed,  for  one 
hundred  dollars,  not  to  grant  an  attachment 
to  a  perfon  who  had  pretenfions  to  fome 
property,  yet  granted  it,  and  being  re- 
proached for  his  condud:,  replied  with 
coolnefs,  "  How  could  I  avoid  it,  when 
"  he  gave  m.e  forty  dollars;  but  be  not  un- 
*'  eafy,  for  to-morrow  I  will  take  off  the 
"  attachment." 

Obnoxious  to  fuch  abufes,  how  can 
commerce  flourifh  ? 

The  province  of  Andalufia,  watered 
throughout  its  whole  exttnt  by  the  Gkia- 
dalquivir,  if  properly  cultivated,  ihould 
produce  corn  fufficient,  not  only  for  its 
own  confumption,  but  for  exportation.  Yet 
the  v/heat  annually  imported  is  little  lefs 
than  one  million  and  an  half  of  fanegas; 
the  fanega  being  commonly  one  hundred 
weight,  but  at  Cadiz,  about  three  pounds 

lefs. 
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lefs.  Nearly  one  half  this  quantity,  in  the 
year  1787,  came  from  Africa^  eighty-five 
thoufand  fanegas  were  imported  from  Ame- 
rica, and  the  remainder  was  furniflied  by 
Naples,  Sicily,  and  Sardinia;  the  whole 
amount  that  year  being  one  million  four 
hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufiand  fanegas. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  though  they  have 
an  opportunity  of  confl:ru(5ling  tide-mills, 
yet,  for  want  of  thefe,  they  grind  their  corn 
with  m-ules,  which  cofts  them  ten  reals,  or 
two    fhillings    nearly,   per    quintal   or  fa- 


■nega. 


To  prevent  a  fcarcity  of  corn,  and  to 
make  a  profit  by  the  fale  of  it,  the  city  has 
cftabliflied  a  public  granary,  from  which 
the  bakers  are  fupplied  at  a  given  price; 
and,  according  to  that,  the  magiilrates  re- 
gulate the  aifize  of  bread.  I  vifited  this 
vaft  repofitory,  and  v/as  much  furprifed  to 
fee  the  heaps  of  v/heat  full  of  all  kinds  of 
trumpery,  not  only  barley,  but  vetches  of 
various  kinds,  and  a  variety  cf  noxious 
feeds.  Had  the  grain  been  winnowed  by 
the  machine  now  in  common  ufe  all  over 
Scotland,  it  would  have  been  ijiore  beauti- 
ful 
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ful  to  the  eye,  and  much  more  whole lomc 
for  their  food. 

V/hen  I  had  fatisfied  my  curiofity  in 
viewing  and  contemplating  the  articles  of 
commerce,  under  the  protection  of  a  friend, 
with  v/hom  I  had  fpent  much  time  at  Ma- 
drid, I  made  a  little  excurfion  to  lee  the 
arfenals  at  the  Caraca.  Cadiz  itfelf  is 
ilrongly  fortified  towards  the  fea  by  rocks, 
and,  on  the  land  fide,  by  works  ere(fted  at  a 
vaft  expence.  Beyond  thefe  are  market 
gardens  on  the  ftrand,  watered  by  norias; 
and  here  begins  the  narrow  caufeway  lead- 
ing to  the  iile  of  Leon,  which  is  an  exten- 
five  flat,  uncultivated,  and  fcarcely  fjfcepti- 
ble  of  cultivation.  Although  barren,  it 
produces  confiderable  profit  by  the  nume- 
rous fult-pools,  v/hich  require  very  little 
trouble  or  expence;  becaufe  the  fun  and 
air  quickly  occafion  the  water  to  evaporate, 
leaving  the  fait  cryftallized. 

The  village  of  Port  Royal,  through 
which  we  paiTed,  is  one  long  ilreet,  well 
paved,  and  very  pretty.  Here  my  curiofity 
prompted  me  to  vifit  M.  de  Langara,  who 
gave  me  a  polite  reception.     Pleafed  with 

his 
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his  countenance  and  manner,  I  mofl  iin- 
cerely  pitied  his  misfortunes. 

Ever  lince  the  war,  the  exertions  of 
Spain  have  been  incellant  to  render  her 
marine  refpe'^table;  but  more  efpecially  at 
the  time  when  I  was  there,  all  was  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  minifter  of  the  marine  was 
making  the  mofl  flrenucus  efforts  to  equip 
a  formidable  fleet.  This  was  done  to  vin- 
dicate their  claims  upon  the  Mofquito 
ihore,  although  that  territory  was  never 
fubjedt  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  the  inde- 
pendent princes,  who  have  dominion  there, 
had  been  for  ages  in  alliance  with  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation. 

When  1  returned  to  England,  I  examined 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  fettlement 
which  caufed  fo  much  unealinefs  to  Spain: 
it  confifbed  of  no  m.cre  than  five  hundred 
and  fixty-nine  freemen,  including  the  wo- 
men and  their  children,  with  one  thoufand 
{tven  hundred  and  fixty- three  black  Haves, 
and  t'.vo  hundred  and  four  head  of  cattle. 
The  uneafinefs  arofe,  therefore,  not  from 
the  number  of  the  fcttlers,  but  from  their 
contraband  trade;  from  their  communica- 
tion v/ith  tiie  Mofquitos,  who,  in  time  of 

war. 
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war,  had  been  ufed  to  molefl:  the  Spaniards; 
and  from  the  apprehenfion  that,  by  their 
means,  the  EngUlh,  in  fome  future  war, 
might  eftabh/li  themfelves  in  force  on  the 
lake  of  Nicaragua. 

This  fettlement  was  certainly  vahiable 
to  England,  as  the  conne<fting  medium  be- 
tween Jamaica  and  the  Spanilh  Main,  for 
the  exchange  of  our  manufadures  with 
Guatimala,  againft  indigo,  cochineal,  filver, 
and  hard  dollars.  Indeed  the  indi^^o,  srow- 
ing  wild  on  all  that  coaft,  yields  the  beft 
commodity,  and  no  country  produces  finer 
fugar-canes.  The  infant  colony  made  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty  hogfheads  in  one  year ; 
but  being  obliged  to  pay  the  foreign  duty 
in  England,  the  mills  were  fuffered  to  de- 
cay. Mahogany  was  a  principal  article  of 
their  commerce  j  and  of  this  the  annual 
export  was  about  three  million  feet.  Be- 
fide  thefe  articles,  they  fent  to  England 
four  tons  of  turtle-fhells,  paying  a  duty  of 
one  (hilling  a  pound,  with  a  hundred  and 
twenty  thouland  pounds  wxight  of  farfapa- 
rilla,  the  duty  of'  which,  at  feven  pence  a 
pound,  was  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  i  a  fum  more  than  fufficient  to  dif- 

charge 
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charge  all  the  expences  of  this  new  fettle- 
rntnt. 

Such  was  the  value  of  our  pofTefiions  on 
the  Mofquito  Shore,  that  neither  the  mi- 
nifter  who  ligned  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
at  the  clofe  of  a  difaflrous  war,  nor  his 
immediate  fuccelTor  in  office,  who  ratified 
that  peace,  would  agree  to  their  relinquiHi- 
ment;  yet,  in  the  year  1787,  the  fcttlement 
was  evacuated,  and  our  moil  faithful  allies 
were  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of  their  inve- 
terate enemies. 

The  magazines,  all  well  arranged,  are 
full  of  fliores,  and  new  docks  have  been 
conftruded  at  a  vaft  expence,  for,  being 
funk  in  a  bed  of  foft  clay  and  loam,  they 
are  confequently  difficult  to  conftrudl,  and 
require  unremitted  labour  to  keep  them  dry. 
For  this  purpofe  they  ufe  chain  pumps,  to 
the  number  of  fixteen,  each  v/orked  by 
eight  men,  who  alternately  pump  four  hours, 
and  reft  eight.  Thefe  are  criminals,  moftly 
fmugglers,  condemned  to  this  painful  fervice, 
fome  for  three,  others  for  feven,  and  not  a 
-few  for  fourteen  years.  The  fmugglers  are, 
however,  diftinguilhed  from  the  thieves  by  a 

fmgl^ 
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fingle chain,  whilft  the  latter  carry  two.  In 
this  dock- yard  alone  are  a  thoufand  of  thofe 
miferable  creatures.  I  obferved  here  a 
praftice  worthy  of  imitation.  To  pre- 
ferve  their  ftore  maflis  from  the  worm  5, 
fror'5  the  wind,  and  from  the  fun,  they  are 
buricJ  in  fand,  and  by  this  fmiple  method 
are  preferved  for  many  years. 

In  order  to  fhew  how  much  their  naval 
power  has  advanced  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
years,  I  fball  luhjoin  a  flatcment  of  their 
marine  as  it  ilood  in   the  years    1776   and 


1788. 

I^orce. 

A.D.  1776. 
Number  of  ihips. 

Ni 

A.D.1788. 
imberoffhips. 

112 

—      I      — 

— 

10 

94 

—            — 

— - 

3 

80 

5 

3 

74 

— - 

42 

70 
68 

—  41 

5 

64 
60 

—     6 

*""* 

5 

58 

—          — 

4 

54 

—          — — 

I 

40 

—          — 

2 

34 

•—          — 

40 

I  take  no  notice  of  the  fmaller  frigates, 
they  being  of  trifling  importance. 

By 
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By  this  ftatement  it  is  evident,  that  la 
twelve  years  the  naval  force  of  Spain  has 
been  nearly  doubled,  confidering  merely 
the  o-uns ;  but  when  we  take  into  confider- 
ation  the  number  of  their  leading  fliips, 
in  point  of  re fpe stability,  it  will  appear  to 
be  much  more  than  doubled;  and  if  we 
pay  attention  either  to  the  views  of  govern- 
ment, or  to  the  peculiar  tafte  and  difpoH- 
tion  of  the  new  fovereign,  we  may  con- 
clude that  no  expence  will  be  fpared,  nor 
the  moft  watchful  attention  wanting,  to 
render  their  navy  ftill  more  formidable. 

It  is  a  queflion  worthy  of  difcuffion, 
whether  Spain  ought  to  aim  at  being  dif- 
tinguiflied  as  a  naval  power;  or  whether 
the  fums  annually  expended  with  that 
view  would  not  be  more  profitably  em- 
ployed in  exciting  indullry,  by  opening 
communications,  promoting  agriculture, 
cherifliing  manufactures,  encouraging  trade, 
and  by  adopting  every  plan,  followed  by 
the  moft  enlightened  nations,  to  facilitate 
commercial  intercourfe.  Should  Ihe  ad- 
here to  the  coloniling  fyflem,  a  powerful 
navy  will  be  needful  to  protcdt  her  com- 
merce, and  to  fecure  her  monopolies ;  but 

then 
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then  it  (liould  be  enquired,  will  the  pro- 
portion of  trade  obtained,  beyond  what  fhe 
would  enjoy  if  fhe  had  lofl  her  authority 
over  thefe  diilant  provinces,  or  if  their  trade 
was  free,  pay  the  expence  of  arming  thus 
in  times  of  peace,  and  of  employing  fuch 
a  multitude  of  revenue  officers  to  guard 
extenlive  coafts  r  but  more  efpecially,  will 
it  indemnify  her  for  all  the  commercial 
wars  in  which  (he  may  be  engaged  to  fup-. 
port  her  trade  ? 

Thefe  are  queftions  proper  to  be  refolved; 
and  her  beft  politicians  think  that  fhe 
w^ould  be  richer  and  more  powerful  with- 
out colonies.  If  their  opinion  is  well 
founded,  it  is  abfurd  to  expend  fo  much 
upon  their  navy. 

No  country  can  boall:  greater  advantages 
for  trade  than  Spain ;  and  even  without  a 
fmgle  iliip  ilie  might  be  powerful  and  rich. 
Her  wine,  brandy,  raifins,  figs,  almonds, 
oranges,  and  nuts;  her  olives,  oil,  foap- 
afhcs  and  foap;  her  filks,  hnens  and  cot- 
tons, were  they  properly  encouraged,  with 
the  finefl  wool,  not  omitting  the  efpartOy 
fo  valuable  for  cables,  &c.  her  iron,  fupe- 
ricr  in   quality  to  that  of  other  countries, 
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with  tin,  lead,  and  copper  in  abundance ; 
with  her  furplus   corn,  were   the  land  in 
proper  tillage]  all  thefe  produd:ions  of  the 
foil,  with  the  manufadures,  which,  under 
a   good    government,   muft  naturally   find 
eftablifhment   in   Spain^  would  be  fuch  a 
never  failing  fcurce  of  wealth,   that  fhould 
any   of  the   furrounding    nations    Vv-ifli   to 
iliflurb  her  peace,  flie  could  have  no  caufe 
to  fear,  becaufe  upon  a  well-peopled,  corn- 
pad,  and  united  empire,  no  lafting  impref- 
lion  can  be  made.     But  fuppoiing  Spain, 
with  fuch  advantages   of  foil  and  climate, 
producing  fuch  a  rich  variety  of  articles  for 
trade,  without  exhaufting  colonies,  armed 
for  felf-defence,  but   not  infpiring  either 
jealoufy  or  fear,  fliould  confine  her  views 
wholly  to  domeftic  induftry,  which  of  all 
her  neighbours   could  feel  any  inclination 
to    molefl    her  ?     In    fuch    circumftances 
mufl  not  every  one  of  them  rejoice  in  her 
profperity  ? 

War,  among  the  rude  inhabitants  of  in- 
fant countries,  has  only  plunder  forits  objedt. 
This  kind  of  depredation  a  well  dlfclplined 
people  have  no  need  to  dread ;  and  among 
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the  civilized  it  has  been  long  iince  forgot- 
ten. But  the  flames  of  war  have  been  too 
often  kindled  among  polifhed  nations,  with 
a  view  to  conqueft;  and  projects  of  ambi- 
tion have  feldom  failed  to  fpring  from 
wealth  and  power.  Yet  the  more  en- 
lightened begin  to  fee  the  folly  of  fuch 
purfuits;  and  all  who  are  ikilled  in  political 
arithmetic,  are  able  to  demonfhrate  their 
inexpediency.  Not  to  mention  the  expence 
of  conquefls,  both  in  men  and  money,  it  is 
found,  by  experience,  that  an  empire,  not 
merely  when  pofiefling  diftant  provinces, 
but  as  it  extends  its  limits  beyond  cer- 
tain bounds,  becomes  proportionably  weak. 
Whenever  this  truth  fliall  be  univerfally 
acknowledged,  only  one  fource  of  devafla- 
tion  v/iil  remain. 

At  prefent,  the  greateft  danger  to  the 
profperity  of  Europe  is  from  commercial 
wars.  But  vAien  the  colonies,  ftill  fubju- 
gated  to  the  European  powers,  {hall  cafl 
off  the  yoke,  and  the  commercial  nations, 
better  acquainted  with  their  true  intereft, 
fhall  duly  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace, 
this  fource  of  contention  will  be  dried  up, 
I  and 
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and  the  only  furviving  conteft  will  be  that 
of  induftry  i  or,  in  the  language  of  the  eaft^ 
men  will  beat  their  fvvords  into  ploiigh- 
fliares,  and  their  fpears  into  pruning- 
hooks. 

The  benefits  arifing  t6  mankind  from 
this  fpecies  of  contention,  are  defcribed  by 
Hefiod,  with  fuch  beautiful  fmiplicity,  that 
I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  quote  him. 

A  twofold  envy,  kindling  twofold  ftrife, 
Marks  the  vicilTitudes  of  human  life. 
On  widely  different  principles  they  move  ; 
Who  hates  the  one,  the  other  muft  approve. 
Parent  the  one,  of  fierce  protrafled  jars. 
To  man,  predeftined  fource  of  endlefs  wars. 
Night,  fable  goddefs,  gave  the  better  birth. 
By  Saturn  wooed  in  lonely  caves  of  earth. 
This  fpurs  the  lazy  on  to  noble  deeds. 
While  the  bright  flame  juft  emulation  feeds. 
The  idle  neighbour  of  the  growing  great 
Envies  that  fource  of  wealth  which  forms  his  flate'i 
Who  plants,  who  fows,  with  him  in  both  to  vie. 
Shall  find  fome  mimic  mortal  ever  nigh. 
Pregnant  with  good  this  mild  contention  lives ; 
By  her  each  meager  artift  eats  and  thrives : 
Beggar  on  brother  beggars  keeps  his  eye. 
And  learns  from  them  his  humble  fuit  to  ply. 
E'en  poets,  kindling  at  another's  name. 
Subdue  their  hunger  by  purfuit  of  fame. 
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Perfes,  thefe  precepts,  which  my  lines  iinpaif-- 
Grave  on  the  living  tablet  of  thine  heart. 
Nor  let  that  worfe  ambition  fire  thy  mind. 
To  join  the  mad  purfuits  of  rlnad  mankind  : 
To  wliom  enough  from  Cef-es  golden  ftore 
Earth  yields  for  prefent  day,  but  yields  not  more. 
With  thi-s  contented,  foothe  thine  anxious  foul ; 
Nor  rifk  thine  half  by  grafping  at  the  whole. 
View  foreign  riches  with  indifferent  eyes. 
Toil  is  tlie  ways  and  means  of  rich  fupplies. 

Hesiod's  Works  and  Days. 

As  we  returned  from  the  caraca,  on  the 
caufeway,  a  little  above  the  level  of  the  fea, 
and  afterwards  in  the  highefl  part  of  the 
city,  I  obferved  a  porous  kind  of  rock, 
compofed  of  flinty  gravel,  and  broken 
fliells,  united  by  a  cement,  fuch  as  was 
fufficient  to  connedl,  but  not  to  fill  up  the 
interflices  between  them.  This  fad;  Ihould 
be  treafured  in  the  memory,  becaufe  it 
accords  with  many  others,  and  points  out 
a  remarkable  event  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
earth,  fubfequent  to  the  grand  revolution 
occafioned  by  the  deluge. 

As  we  returned  to  the  city,  I  had  the 
fatisfa6tion  of  feeing  a  company  of  young 
gentlemen,  who  amufed  themfelves  in  the 
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fbfs  of  the  ramparts,  with  their  favourite 
diverfion  of  the  balloon.  Their  ball, 
about  eisrht  inches  in  diameter,  is  made  of 
leather,  ftrongly  inflated  by  means  of  a 
machine,  fo  as  to  be  exceedingly  elaftic, 
after  which  it  is  fmeared  with  clay.  This 
they  fmite  very  obliquely  againft  a  wall, 
with  their  right  hand;  and  to  give  it  a 
greater  momentum,  as  well  as  to  pro  ted: 
the  fift,  the  hand  is  inclofed  in  a  wooden 
cafe,  in  which  are  many  wide  and  deep 
furrows,  crofiing  at  right  angles,  fo  as  to 
leave  a  correfponding  number  of  blunt 
points.  The  antagoniils,  at  the  diflance 
of  about  fourfcore  yards,  receive  the  bal- 
loon as  it  rebounds,  and  before  it  falls,  one 
of  them  drives  it  back  again,  varying  the 
angle  within  a  given  fpace,  fo  as  befl  to 
elude  the  attention  of  his  opponents.  This 
game,  a  fpecies  of  fives,  yet  more  elegant 
than  ours,  requires  much  ftrength  aad  good 
addrefs. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  fee  the  theatre. 
It  is  large,  elegant,  and  commodious;  but 
as  plays  would  not  accord  with  the  folem- 
pity  of  Lent,  they  compromifed  the  matter, 
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and  contented  themfelves  with  an  exhibi- 
tion of  rope-dancers,  tumblers,  pantomimes, 
and  puppet  Ihows,  with  fome  moft  whim- 
fical  dances,  in  all  which  they  had  excel- 
lent performers.  The  dancers  were  in  the 
flile  of  lunatics,  every  one  clothed  in  fome 
antic  drefs,  and   the  fcene  reprefented  the 

court-yard  of  a  madhoufe.  They  began 
with  country  dances,  then  fuddenly  they 
changed  to  the  cotillion,  the  allemand,  the 
galliego,  and  the  fandango,  pafiing  with 
quick  traniitions  from  one  to  the  other,  and 
concluding  with  a  rich  variety  of  figures. 

As  it  was  Lent  I  heard  many  fermons, 
but  not  one  which  to  me  appeared  intereil- 
ing.  The  moil  polilhed  orators  confine 
themfelves  to  churches ;  but  as  it  is  found 
ufeful  to  have  fome  who  can  adapt  them- 
felves to  the  underftandings  and  feelings  of 
the  vulgar,  many  preachers  are  appointed 
to  harangue  the  multitude  alTembled  in  the 
market  place,  and  this  they  do  with  a  ve- 
hemence of  voice  and  gefture  fuited  to 
their  congregations.  I  obfcTved  often  three 
or  four  of  thefe  engaged  at  the  fame  time, 
yet  keeping  fuch  a  proper  dillance  as  not 
to  interfere. 

One 
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One  Wednefday  evening,  I  went  to  the 
Francifcans  to  hear  a  penitential  fermon  de- 
livered by  a  father  of  that  fociety,  who 
was  famous  for  his  difcourfes.  This  being 
iiniflied,  all  the  lights  were  extinguidied, 
and  inftantly  the  fcourges  were  applied. 
We  could  readily  diflinguifh  a  difference 
in  the  found,  according  as  the  part  fub- 
je(fted  to  difcipline  was  more  or  lefs  co- 
vered with  elaflic  mufcles,  and  in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  energy  with  which 
'it  was  applied;  but  moderation  was  the 
prevailing  fentiment,  and  many  fcarcely  let 
the  left  hand  know  what  the  right  hand 
did.  How  much  more  fervent  is  the  zeal 
of  Catalans,  who  feem  as  if  the  fcourge 
drew  blood  at  every  flroke !  here  not  a 
voice  was  to  be  heard;  whereas  at  Barce- 
lona the  people  uttered  not  only  groans  and 
bowlings,  but  a  mixture  between  both 
more  horrible  than  either. 

At  times  when  the  market  place  was 
jiot  occupied  by  orators,  the  fcribes  took 
poiTeffion  of  it  with  their  benches,  at 
which  they  fat  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
to  write  and  read  letters  of  all  forts,  and 
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to  execute  every  kind  of  deed.  The  com-» 
mon  price  of  a  letter  is  eight  quartos,  or 
two  pence  farthing;  and  although  this  fum 
is  triliing  in  itfeif,  yet,  confidering  the 
number  of  illiterate  people  who  conftantly 
employ  them,  they  contrive  to  make  out  a 
comfortable  maintenance. 

Before  I  left  Cadiz,  I  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  being  witnefs  to  the  ceremonies  at- 
tending a  funeral.  After  the  phyficians 
have  turned  their  back  upon  a  patient, 
nothing  remains  for  him  but  confeflion, 
abfolution,  the  euchariil,  extreme  undtion, 
death ;  and  no  fooner  is  the  laft  event  an- 
nounced, than  all  the  friends  of  the  deceafed 
affemble,  dar  la  pefame,  that  is,  to  condole 
with  the  afBit^ed  widow,  who,  clothed  in 
mourning,  and  ftretched  upon  a  bed,  yet 
fcarcely  vifible  for  want  of  light,  receives 
their  compliments,  and  in  a  low  voice  fpeaks 
to  each  of  them.  As  it  is  fuppofed  that 
no  one  in  the  family  of  the  deceafed  can 
pay  attention  to  the  wants  of  nature,  fome 
friend  takes  care  to  fend  in  a  dinner  ready 
dreifed,  v/ith  plenty  of  every  thing  the 
feafon  can  produce.  When  they  are  re- 
tired. 
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tired,  the  widow,  fon,  father,  brothers, 
uncles,  coufins,  and  relations,  each  by  name, 
unite  in  a  meiTage  of  invitation  to  all  the 
friends  of  the  deceafed,  requefting  their 
attendance  when  the  body  is  carried,  the 
day  following,  to  the  grave,  and  at  the  fer- 
vice  to  be  performed  the  day  after  the  in- 
terment for  the  repofe  of  the  departed 
foul. 

In  obedience  to  this  fummons,  they  af- 
femble  at  the  houfe  of  the  deceafed,  and 
walk  in  proceffion  to  the  church,  where 
the  corpfe  is  placed  during  the  fervice  be- 
fore the  altar,  with  the  face  uncovered,  and 
the  hands  uplifted,  as  reprefented  on  our 
ancient  monuments,  with  this  difference, 
that  the  deceafed  has  a  crucifix  between 
his  hands.  After  the  funeral  fervice,  the 
neareft  relatives  affemble  in  the  veftry, 
when  all  their  acquaintance  pay  their  re- 
fpedls,  each  by  bowing  to  them,  as  he  pafTes 
filently  before  them.  This  finifhed,  they 
return  in  folemn  proceffion  to  the  houfe, 
where  the  falutation,  with  the  fame  filence, 
is  repeated. 

If,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  gentleman  whofe 
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obfequies  I  attended,  the  deceafed  was  ^ 
perfon  of  condition,  on  the  day  fucceeding 
the  interment,  the  church  is  hung  with 
mourning,  all  light  is  excluded,  excepting 
that  of  numerous  wax  tapers,  a  funeral 
pile  is  erected,  and  all  the  relatives  affemble 
round  it  to  attend  the  fervice  of  the  mafs 
for  the  foul  of  the  deceafed.  On  the  lofs 
of  a  hufband,  the  difconfolate  widow  is 
under  obligation  to  abilain  fix  months 
from  all  public  amufements ;  but  the  wi- 
dower is  acquitted  for  a  few  days  ablli- 
nence  from  thefe. 

Few  places  are  more  healthy  than  Cadiz. 
Yet  when  the  folano,  or  fouth  wind,  blows, 
which  comes  to  them  over  the  fcorching 
plains  of  Africa,  having  only  the  interven- 
tion of  a  ftrait,  all  the  paiTions  are  inflamed, 
and  during  its  prevalence,  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  moft  irritable,  commit  every  fpe^ 
cies  of  excefs. 

For  the  pleafures  of  facial  intercourfe,  I 
did  not  meet  with  any  city  more  agreeable 
than  this.  As  all  nations  are  here  affem- 
bled  within  narrow  limits,  by  their  mutual 
intercourfe  they  foften  each  others  man- 
ners j; 
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ners;  and  as,  notwithftanding  the  late  fliock, 
commerce  flouriihes  in  a  degree,  with  its 
never  failing  attendants,  wealth  and  hofpi- 
tality,  a  Granger  may  pafs  away  his   time 
with    the    highefl   fatisfadion   to    himfelf. 
For   my   part,    excepting   the   vice-conful 
Mr.  DufF,  and  the  imperial   conful  Count 
de     Greppi,     I     chiefly     alTociated    with 
Spaniards.     Among    thefe    the    principal 
was   Don   Antonio  Ulloa,  the  well  known 
companion   of  D,  George  Juan,  to  whom 
I   had  been  particularly  recommended.     I 
found  him  perfed:ly  the  philofopher,  fen- 
fible  and  well  informed,  lively ,  in  his  con- 
yerfation,    free  and  eafy   in   his   manners. 
Having  obferved  at  his  door  two  foldiers 
mounting  guard,   I   expeded  fome  pride  of 
appearance,  but   I  met   with   nothing  like 
it.     This  great  man,  diminutive  in  flature, 
remarkably    thin    and  bowed    down    with 
age,  clad  like  a  peafant,  and  farrounded  by 
his  numerous  family   of  children,  with  the 
youngeil  about   two  years  old,   playing  on 
his  knee,   was   fitting   to   receive  morning 
vifitors,    in   a   room,    the   dimenfions    and 
furniture  of  which,  for  a  few   moments, 
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diverted  my  attention  from  himfelf,  the 
chief  object  of  veneration.  The  room 
was  twenty  feet  long  by  fourteen  wide, 
and  lefs  than  eight  feet  high.  In  this  1 
faw  difperfed  confufedly,  chairs,  tables, 
trunks,  boxes,  books,  and  papers,  a  bed,  a 
prefs,  umbrellas,  clothes,  carpenters  tools, 
mathematical  inftruments,  a  barometer,  a 
clock,  guns,  pidures,  looking  -  glafles, 
foffils,  minerals,  and  fhells,  his  kettle, 
bafons,  broken  jugs,  American  antiquities, 
money,  and  a  curious  mummy  from  the 
Canaiy  iflands,  or  at  leaft  its  trunk  v/ith 
the  head  and  arms,  for  having  been  the 
common  play-thing  of  his  children,  they 
had  amufed  themfelves  with  drawing  its 
teeth,  and  breaking  off  its  limbs. 

Among  the  extraneous  foffils,  he  lliewed 
me  a  variety  of  fea-fhells,  collected  by  him- 
felf near  the  fummits  of  the  higheil  moun- 
tains in  America,  fome  on  the  furface,  but 
many  bedded  in  the  limeflone  rock.  When 
I  went  to  take  my  leave  of  him,  on  quit- 
ting Cadiz,  he  prefented  me  with  his  Na- 
tural HiClory  of  South  America,  a  work 
highly  defcrving  to  bs  tranflated. 

As 
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As  ufual,  before  I  left  the  city,  I  enquired 
into  the  value  of  provifions,  and  found 
here,  as  in  other  cities,  one  contrad:or,  who 
fupplies  the  carcafes  at  a  flipulated  price, 
making  his  contracT:  for  twelve  months. 
Thefe  the  magiftrates  fell  to  the  butchers, 
taking  a  profit  for  the  city,  and  fixing  the 
retail  prices  to  the  confumer.  To  avoid 
unufual  fradions  of  a  penny,  I  fliall  give 
thefe  in  Spanilh  quartos,  of  which  eight 
are  equal  to  two  pence  farthing* 

Beef  fells  for  fifteen  quartos  the  pound 
of  fixteen  ounces  j  veal  for  fixteen; 
mutton  twenty-one ;  hog's  lard  twenty- 
four  ;  bread  ftven.  Wheat  is  forty-feven 
reals  the  fanega,  or  five  and  ten  pence  nearly 
for  a  Wincheller  bufhel. 

The  pay  of  a  labourer  is  fix  reals,  or 
fomething  more  than  fourteen  pence  a 
day;  but  artifins  require  double.  Mer- 
chants reckon  one  hundred  and  eight  zmras 
to  be  equal  to  one  hundred  yards;  but  in 
reality  four  hundred  and  five  varas  make 
three  hundred  and  feventy-one  yards.  The 
feet  and  inches  bear  the  fame  proportion. 

Five  fanegas  of  corn  are  reckoned  in 
trade  to  correfpond  with  eight  Winchefler 

bufhels. 
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bufliels,  but  the  proportion  is  fixtcen  to' 
twenty- five. 

Eight  arrobas  of  wine  make  twenty- 
five  gallons. 

One  hundred  and  four  Spanlfli  pounds 
are  equal  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  Eng- 
lifli,  at  leafl  in  the  rough  calculations  of  a 
merchant. 
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